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Dear Doctor Paton, 
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Tcle1,h0ne 836-133 1 Smalls 836-51 61 
Tel cg • ams. Commer('1;il M anstar' 

Erfitoriill ·s1a1 ·, TLX 8 7083 SA 

P .0. Box 1014, Johannesburg 2000 

14 April 1977 

As Mr. Cliff Scott told you on the telephone yesterday, we 
are planning to produce a strip series on the great Black 
men of Africa and South Africa. I was delighted when he 
told me you might be interested in collaborating with us. 

The fact that you will soon be leaving on a lecture visit 
to the United States would mean only that we would have to delay 
the start of publication until after your return. 

You have no doubt seen some of the strips published in The Star 
in the past, but I am enclosing a number of photostats from 
our second series on the history of South Africa because they 
so well illustrate what is required in the way of text 
supplemented by drawings, when doing biographies in this way. 

As you will see, there is a degree of flexibility, since more 
than one strip can be devoted to a particular man when this is 
justified, as in the strips on President Kruger and Cecil 
Rhodes. 

I intend again asking Mr. Peter Wheeler to do the drawings. You 
will, I think, agree that he tackles such assignments with great 
flair. Apart from the guidance which the text gives him, however, 
he relies heavily on The Star and the author for reference 
material and particularly pictures or drawings of people where 
no photographs are available. I believe, though, that this will 
not pose insuperable problems. 

As soon as I know that you are willing to write the series, I 
shall get in touch with Mr. Wheeler who lives in Cape Town. 
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A strip series is normally printed on Mondays to Fridays 
for ten weeks - 50 in all. This is unlikely to give scope 
for adequate coverage of Africa's important leaders so that 
we might have to print a second series of 50. Obviously, the 
public's reaction to the first series will be borne in mind; 
but I am sure both our black and white readers will be very 
interested. 

~ 

I have prepared a list of people who might form subjects for 
the proposed series. It is not comprehensive and you might 
well propose others. We should give careful thought to our 
selection to ensure that "light weights'' are not featured at 
the expense of people who are more important in the historical 
sense and the context of the times we live in. 

My list for South Africans is: 

Historical: 

Zulus: 

Matebele: 
Sotho: 
Xhosa: 
Ndebele & 

Senzangakhona, Dingiswayo, 
Catewayo, Dinizulu; 
Mzilikazi and Lobengula; 
Moshesh; 1Jfo,11ft"f> 1rJ .. lolc 
Gaika, Galeka, Hintsa; 

Sekukhuni: Makapan and 
Tswana: Chief Khama; 

Sekukhuni; 

Tshaka, Dingane, Mpande, 

Modern Leaders: - Cultural and political 

Drs. Moroka, Jabavu, Xuma, Vilikazi, Luthuli, Kgware. 
Messrs Mandela, Sobukwe, Clements Kadale (Founder of the I c W) 
Oliver Tambo • .z . n11.llh,.v-s 

Homeland Leaders: Gatsha Buthelezi, Kaizer Matanzima, Dr. 
Phatudi, Chief Mangope, Chief Sebe. 

Leaders in Rhodesia and the former protectorates: 

Joshua Nkomo, Abel Muzorerwa, Leabua Jonathan, King Sobhuza, 
Sir Seretse Khama; 

Leaders of the "Front-Line states:" 

Samora Machel, Kenneth Kaunda, Julius Nyerere; Agosthino Neto; 

Men from other African states: 

Jomo Kenyatta, Mobuto Sese Seko, Patrice Lumumba, Moise Tshombe, 
Kwame Nkrumah, Col Acheampong, Idi Amin, Houphouet Boigny, 
Col Nasser, Anwar Sadat; Dr. Savimbi, Sekou Toure. William Tolbert, 
Dr. Banda, Leopold Senghor. 



This list of 55 names can no doubt be considerably extended 
or even cut down to make a single, SO-strip series should 
you think a second series is not justified. 

We offer Jou a fee of R20 per strip or Rl 000 for a SO-part 
serieq, &1ould you agree to collaborate. We would, some 
time after publication in The Star,bring out the series in 
booklet form and sell it at a profit, which would go to 
our TEACH Fund. You will, I am sure, be interested to know 
that the 42nd school financed by TEACH is 1,ow being built in 
Soweto. 

Please let me know, as soon as possible, whether you will 
undertake this commission. If you do, it would be useful for 
us to meet here in Johannesburg when it is convenient for you 
to fly up at our expense. 

Yours sincerely, 
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G.J. VAN ZYL 
PROMOTIONS MANAGER 


