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Vahabane , Zaccheus ....,ichard DoNf 

T.Iet' odist Cle··rym".ln , t 1
: 1 ice p·~"2id.•nt g~Yl'"' ·al o-" the A:rc p_ d ,,n il"Jportant 

fip-u,..e in 1'0th t,,_,., All Af"ican CO!lVPnti on n'1d t 1-r :Non-European Unity 
~ov 0 ~~nt . nerge tic , dedicated and diplo"latic as a leader , ••ahab,,ne was 
at heart a moderate whose p~litical philoso~hy was grounded in a hope 
that Christian et· ics µ u ld eventually prevail i ns· aping South hfrjca ' s 
race policies . 

Born in the '.:.'haba ' Ncru reserve in the O?S in I88I , the son of a p.,,.osper(? 
-ous Sotho farmer . Fis pa~ents were Chris tiaY1s , He studied at T"orija ,.l\ 
in Lesotho a·Ld in I 90I qu.alifi Pd as a teacher. \..7 

Fe -:rorked as a te;:;cher and court j_11te-rDr"'t"' 0:- a:1d +hpn began t~,e(\l rcica<:l> 
trajninp: j_n thf --:ape beco"l;_:"lr, o;•dai~Pd ns a ~:et'·od. i 3t ,t,,ister in <!!) 
1914 . (!} 

l oste hy ½is cl-Jurc 1• to C" ne Town in I9I6 he joj_ned the loca:l St.J5C oNc. 
Af1·ican CnnP,ress in I9I7 a1.d in I 9I9 was elPcted prnsident of t½. 0 :!ape0 
Con~ress . · 
In 1924 he was el£ct d prN,ident- general of· tr,e na ti. onal l\."•rr • In 1927 C:) 
t' :3-habane '"as _ rPpl~.ced by trie "'"'lo·:~e r~dical J. T. GumPde . Gumede fav?ured® 
Ar-TC c?opera~i · n "!i th t1-e:; Comniunist • arty a11d Uahe:a.ne ~oo: a leading ® 
pa"t in en.fnneen ng uuriede ' s defe-~t a'1.d ti-,e " lect :! on 01 PixlPy Serrie . ~ 
Fr om 1937 to 1940 :-~aha bane W""' s again presj dent - g"'neral and in 19'16 r...::.J 
was defeated for :pr f>sidency by A. B. Xuma . r:.aha1)ane becPrne Congress @ 
chaplain . a--

- - <t~ 
::aha'·ane ' s view 0::1 the f" •·_c"isP. issue ··efl c- cted t1,P conple··ity of .,fJ{-t(tf_ 
the AfriC8J'.}diilemna . As preFident of thP Cap° Cong,,.ess aYJ.d vice - pres
idcnt of t ~ Native Voters ' Convention in thr pPriod befo-e 1°36 , 
I,':ahabane too~ t~1° :pu1)lj c posi ti :-n that a s"p"'rate vot"rs ' roll for (7) 
Africans ould be acc-ept a hle i.,, ,·,'•i tes found the pr spect of a coTT1vri-'!Y 
roll too T11.enacing . t:ahaba11e was a menbey- of the d 0 lepe.ti0n of t'•e AAC 
thRt crnferfed with Prime T:iniste-r J . B.M. H,.,!'tzog pr~·or to the 0 
submission of the separate- roll c -t:;:iromise to I arliay10nt . Al t houp-h 
he oppos 0 d th e com_ ronise bills in p'"i '1.cipl e , r,rahahane ' s ear lier 

qualified su_,,port f o!' SPp--:rate -rep.,..esenta.tion no doubt wea1·ened the (;'""\ 
strength of the delegaticn ' s positi on . c:.I 

As a l 0 adin~ p0 rsonality in both t he ANC a~d t~P AAC he did ~is best 
to propote th e r 0 c '")nciliati o of t~e~P organizat~ons . 
Long a p~oponent of unity a~on~ So~~b -~frica ' s three non-w~ite 
grnups , •·aha"ane cooperated vri th Abd1.1l Abdurahrian j n 01.1 7 ing the 
series of non- 3~uronean c nfere11.ces that met between 1927 and 1934 . 0 
:.~ahabane beca1T1e president of ~he Ifon- E-:.1rop~an nni ty ·•ovement "1l:1ich w~ 
formed in affiliat•on with the AAc in 1943 . ~ 

l.;ahabane t ried to strent h en the Interdenomina ti onal African 1.r1 ni ~t ers ~ 
Fe de-rati on , f ounded in I945Wi t 11 j_n the :.iethodist Church he pressed for\...:.J 
a large,· role- f or Africans . 

In Decem" 0 r 1960 2.t t ' ,e II All in" African leaders c nnferenc-~ 
I''ahabane was "hosen to serve of t'"e c ·ntj nuati 0n com ~j ttee to 

{j) 
make preparations f or t e ietermarj tzburg II All- in" c r,1fere::1ce of early 
I96I } e.,..haPs becaus" o~ ~is advanced · age he was not arrested 

with other members nf tt~e c )ntj nu8tj r-n c ':1"'1'i i ttee prior to tr '9 second 
c •nfe re11ce . re died in 1970. (!J 

refere'l.ce . pages 65- 66 "From .:'rotest to Chall2nge VolF•ne 4 " 
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Sta~ford , Cali~ornia. 1977 


