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MANDELA NELSON ROLIHLAHLA 

'.) t ?-1 µ-I) boNt-
I. Born in Umtata Transkei I9I8 into the Royal Tembu household X 

(Kaiser Ma~anzima is by Tembu custom Mandela 's nephew), he 
was described by Oliver Tambo as a born mass leader as he 

was tall athletic· with a commanding bearing and a dominating )<. 
personality. . 

2. Mandela was suspended from Fott Hare after a student 
protest but completed his B.A . through UNISA and a law 
degree at the University of the Witwatersrand. 

3. He participated in the foundation of the ANC youth leagtte 
becoming National president of the youth league in 1950. 

4. He was volunteer in chief in the Defiance campaign of 
1952 and after having stood trial under the Supression of 
Communism act was given a 9 month suspended sentence and 
bans forbidding him to leave Johannesburg for six months . 

5. In 1953 he became deputy national president of the ANC 
under Albert Lutuli but a further ban in I953 required 
him to resign from the ANC and thenceforth his leadership 
was exercised almost entirely in sec-ret. 
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6. He attempted to decentralize and strenthen the ANC by overseeing 
attempts to implement the "M" plan which involved building 

a mass membership organized into cells at grass-roots level. 

~ 

7. He weathered the Treason Trial to its end in I96I conducting X 
the defense with Duma Nokwe. 

8. He made an a ~pearance at the All-in African conference in 
PMB in March I96I . 

9 . To mark the advent of Republic on May 31 I96I he called X 
on Africans to stay at home for 3 days to underscore the 
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demand for a National convention. 

He evaded arrest for incitement and went underground for 17 f' 
months during which time he mad~~ dramatic tour of independent· 
Africa, addressing a conference of the Pan African Freedom 
Movement at Addis Ababa In Jan 1962 where he presented arguements 
to justify the turn to violence in SA. 

On his capture Mandela was charged with incitement and illegally 
leaving the country and given a five year sentence. ")<. 

12. Wben brought to stand trial as a menber of Umkon~o We Sizwe 
high command, he admitted t hat he w~.s guilty of sabotage ;< 
and preparation for guerilla warfare. 

13. In a statement from the dock, he claimed to be an African soc·ialist 
who admired western parliamentary systems and the British and 
American political and judicial inst itutions. Although he 
welcomed the assistance of the Communist party he said he was 
not a member of the party . 

14. Mandela was sentenced t o life imprisonment on Robben Island. "J'--
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Mandela , Nelson Rolihlahl a . DoNE-
I . Born in Umtata Transkei in 1918 into the Royal Tembu household 

, Mandela was suspended from Fort Hare after a student protest 
but completed his B. A. t hrough UNI SA and a law degree at tm 
Univer sity of the Witwater srand. 

2. He participt ed in the foundation of the ANC youth league 
becoming Nati onal pre sident i n 1950 and vras volunteer in chief' 
in the Defiance campai gn of 1952 . rl1 • J ' 

•/I a.rr, e'L , 
3r In 1953 he became Deputy National president of t he ANC under 

Albert Lut~li but a ban In 1953 required him to resign from the 
ANC and thenceforth his leadership was excer cis ed in secret. 

4. He attempted to decentralize and strenthen t he ANC by overseeing 
att empts to i mplement the "M" plan which involved building a 
mas s membership organized into cells at gr as s- root s level. 

5. To mark the adv --- nt of' Republic on May 3I I 96I he call ed on 
Africans to stay at home for 3 days to underscore the demand for~ 
a National convention . 

6 . He evaded arrest for incitement and went underground for 17 
months dur ing which time he made a dramatic tour of independent 
Africa., before being ·captured and given a five year sentence. 

7. When brought to stand trial as a member of Umkonto We Sizwe 
high command , he admitted that he wa s guilty of sabotage and 

preparation for guerilla warfare . He is now serving a term of' 
life imprisonment on Robben Island . 
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