
--~, .... :--1 . . 
' ' 

Dube, John~ Langalibelele 

r, {. 11':.? / 3 'I l)o fi[ 
"Cl.f I 

'--..Ed11c·ator, journalist, church leader , aut,'or and firs t pr esid~nt -
gener al of the ANC , Dube has been desc ribed as SA 's Booker T. 
Washington , after the American black l eader vrhose cauti ~us anproach 
and emphasis on racial pride , education and self-help were a continuous 
influence on Dube thr oughout his life. One of the most influential 
leaders of his day, Dube developed close ties with racially moderate 
Whi tes and as a Zulu patriot he was also a lead ing figure within the 
Afri can educated Elite . 
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Born in I 87I at the Inanda miss:ion station of the American Zulu 
mission in,.Natal, where his father was a pastor 2nd related to 
the Ngcobo line of chiefs , he maintaj_ned close ties "'i th Zulu 
traditional lea,ders , including the Zulu Royal P 0:1 se throughout 
his life. 

He studied at Amanzimtoti Training Ins-itute(Adams College) 
and tnen went to America to attend a pre-paratory school at 
Oberlin College . 

In 1892 he ret11.rned to SA and became a teacher for the American 
Board Mission at Amanzimtoti. Two years later he left to become 
superintendent of a Christian industrial school. 

In 1897 he r eturned to America 'o study Theology at a semina;ry in 
?J rooklyn. After 3 years study he was ordajned hy the Congreati onal 
Church . 
On his retur n to Natal he set about the establishment of Ohlange 
Institute , a school mideled on the principles of self help and 
vocational ed11catj on. as :pioneered by Washington at Tuskegee and 
Hampton Institute in t he US . Dube formally opened the School 
in August 1901 . ft / if' 71 T' 

6. In 1900-1901 he helped f o11nd the Natal Native CongEess . 

7. In 1903 he l aunched Na ·~al' s first African paper , the weekl y 
llanga laseNat a l i n English and Zulu and r emained its editor 
until 1915. -

8 With Walte r :Subusana he convened the South Af:rican Native c onvention 
in 1909 to or.pose the colour 0ar in the Act of Uni'n end the same 
year ne ace om-:-anied a mnl tiracial de 1'utati 0n to 2ngl and to Lob1iy 

against the act . 

9 Dube was unable to at ~end t~e conference in January 1912 ~hen the 
Sout h African Na+i ve Nationa l Congress (:i.ate:r Tenamed the AWC) 
was founded but he was elected- in absentia as the A.NC ' s f irst 

president because he was a fig ·re neutral be tween rival Cape 
and Transvaal Leaders . 

IO. In 1914 he led the A~C duputati on to England to protest against 
the 1913 land Act . 

I I. Discord within the ANC over hmv to res·')ond to the government 's 
Land Policy led in 1917 t o Dub 's resignation as president - general 
of the ANC . 

12. He retained the Natal p~esidency until ill healt~ foyced his re~-
ignation in 1945. 

13 In I 936 he was the first African c:.warede an honorary doctora.te 
'5y the University of S ,\ for hi~.c; c 0nt:ri buti on t o African ed11c'."tion. 

14. He was elec ted to represent rural Natal on t~e Native's Represent­
a t ive Council in I937and 1942 . Re died of a stroke in 1946. ----



Dvbe 's w- itings include 

I. I sita Somuntu Nguye(The enemy of t hP- Af r i can is hi ms elf \ 
2. Insila Ka Tshaka (Jeqe the Bodyservant of ¥ing Tshaka \ 
3. UShembe .(I93 6) 
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Dube, John Laagalibelele DoN£ 
I. Educator, journalist, church l e~der, aut~or ~nd first presid~nt 

general of the ANC, Dube has been descrebed as SA's Soaker T. 
Wasnington , after t h9 Americanblack leader whose cautious approach 
and emphasis on racial pride , educ ati on and self-help were a 
continuous influence of Dube throughout his life. One of thP most 
influential leaders of his day, Dube develor ed close ties with 
racially moderate Whites and as a Zuln patriot he was also a 
leading figure within t he African Educated elite. 

2. Born in 1871 at the Inanda missi n station in Natal he studied at 
Amanzimtoti training Institute (Adams College) and then went to 
America to atte·1d a preparator1 school at Oberlin College returning 
to SA to bec ome a teacher for the 1-1.merican Board Mission at Amanzimtoti. 

3. In 1897 he returned to America to study Theology at a seminary in 
Brooklyn becoming ordained by the Congregational Church after 3 years. 

4. On his r eturn to Natal he established the Ohlange Ins t itute in I90I 
a school mode led on th~ principles of s elf help and vocati onal 
education. 

5. In 1903 he launched Natal's fi ~st African paper, the weekly Ilanga 
LaseNatal in English and Zulu and r emained its editor until 1915. 

6. Dube was unable to attend th e confer ence in J anuary 1912 when the 
South African Native National Congress(Later renamed the \NC) was 
f ounded but he was elected in absentia as the ANC's first president • 

1914He led the ANC deputation to ~ngland to protest against t he Land Act 
of 1913. 
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Discord 'Ni t hin the ANC over how t o r espond to the govPrnment' s 
Land Policy led in I 9I7 to Dube' s resignation ~ s p-r•esident -general 
of t he ANC but he retained the Natal presidency until ill health 
forced his r esignation in 1945. 

In 1936 he was t he first African awarded an honourary doctorate 
by the University of SA for his contribution to African education. 

He died of a stroke in 1946 . 

Reference pages 24-26 "From Protest to Challenge Volume 4 11 

Edited by Thomas Ka"is and Gwendolen M. Carter. 
Hoover Institution Press St anford University - Stanford 
California pu•lished 1977 . 


