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Padre, in a letter which we publish in this 
issue, feels that if the "four points" are 
allowed to replace the Main Resolution 
in the minds of members as the basis of 
Toe H much of the inspiration which the 
Movement's origins should continue to 
impart, as well as the personal pledge in
volved in membership, will be overlooked. 

It is as well to be so reminded for ad
herence to standards should be the concern 
of a vigilant membership as well as the 
preoccpuation of a dedicated staff. In a 
memorandum recently prepared in Lon
don, reference is made to the regular as
sessment of Toe H shrndards which has 
been undertaken from time to time, and 
it is emphasised that there are few other 
societies which try to ensure that any gap 
between ideals and achievement remains 
as narrow as possible. 

What are these ide2ls? We can leave 
out of present consideration the matter 
of achievements, but when we use ideals 
as the measuring rod for our standards, 
we should start by reminding ourselves 
that the primary purpose of Toe H has 
been "to preserve and transmit to future 
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generations the traditions of fellowship 
and service ... " to which Padre Clack 
draws attention in his letter. 

All this may seem somewhat esoteric 
even to a membership which has been led 
to believe that Toe H is "different" -
without any comprehension of difference 
or being motivated to act upon it. 

The standards prescribed by the Main 
Resolution relate to fellowship and to ser
vice and to the passing on, of that not
easily-defined something which is the dy
namic of Toe H. 

What is this fellowship but the op
portunity given to members to discover 
themselves and each other in a Christian 
environment. This "discovery" is the very 
heart of Toe H relationships but it is un
likely to unfold if the only opportunity 
is in the narrow confines of the Branch 
meeting place. Opportunities have to be 
exploited in social contacts outside the 
Movement itself as well as in regular 
meetings, for the common denominator of 
true Christian living to be experienced and 
developed. Just as Toe H is something 
more than the four points of the compass, 
so the Branch is something less than true 
Toe H fellowship. 

Service, quite simply, is the carrying 
over of that developed fellowship into the 
wider community as a whole; involving as 
it does personal service, with such service 
providing the opportunity for the "mix
ture of men" to get to know itself to un
derstand itself, and through corporate 
action to develop itself but not in wood 
and water "jobs" which by sheer repeti
tion both unchanged, and unreviewed, tend 
to become sterile and lacking in attractiv~ 
ness. The constant reviewing of projects 
and methods is the prime way to keep the 
Movement moving. 

As Arthur Stops pointed out in an 
article last month, there is still an all too 
general feeling that Toe H is an ex ser
viceman's organisation. Yet to those in 
the Movement the distance we are to-day 
from its foundation makes it necessary to 
emphasise that what is to be transmitted 
is not so much the personal relationship 
which came to flower in Poperinghe, 
but the transmission of a spirit; a spirit 
which has nothing to do with war or 
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with ex-service organisations but which 
is founded upon the same feeling of 
missionary challenge and reaching out 
to human needs that p r o m p t e d the 
opening of the Old House. That is the 
inspiration of Poperinghe; that it pro~ 
vided a standard which still has applica-

tion in the world to-day and which if it 
was completely understood by the mem
bers in this country, and could be related 
to the contemporary scene, would be shown 
to be capable of a freshness of outlook, 
a freshness of initiative and a freshness 
of challenge. 

ALAN PATON'S 
NEW WORK "l!u.atrumrttt of w4y Jrtttr" 

~MEDITATIONS 
"These meditations on the prayer of St Francis are 

of the author". 
a moving self-portrait 

Reviewed by 

THE VERY REV. A. H. CROSS Dean of Bloemfontein 

"To be an instrument of God's peace 
is not to confine oneself to the field of per
sonal relationships, but to concern oneself 
also with the problems of human society." 
And for this reason there will be many to 
whom this latest book by Alan Paton will 
be anything but an instrument of peace; 
many who are more likely to find it pro
foundly disturbing as with characteristic 
insight and integrity he concerns himself 
with many of the problems confronting 
contemporary society. "The gross in
equalities of status, wealth and oppor
tunity that so disfigure society"; "the ex
traordinary proposition of self-preserva
tion"; "the co-existence of Church and 
State or how to follow the teachings of 
Christ in secular society". But there will 
be more, many more, who will be deeply 

indebted to him for the sympathy and sin
cerity with which he considers many of 
the things men fear: doubt, discourage
ment, despair and death; drawing always 
on his own experience, and bringing to it 
"the thoughts of a Christian of no rigid 
belief who nevertheless has all through 
his life pondered over these matters.". 

A Candid Self-portrait 
These meditations on the Prayer of 

St. Francis are, in fact, a most candid and 
moving self-portrait of the author, re
vealing, as all good portraits do, the true 
nature of the subject. Here is a man who 
has struggled with God in the context of 
our complex society, and whose faith and 
hope and love spring not from a theoreti
cal theology, but a theology hammered out 

r~:;;;-;F~'l 
§ Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace. Where there is hatred, let ~ 
~ me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where ~ 
8 there is despair, hope; where there -is sadness, joy; where there is dxirkness, B 

I light. H 

0 Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to ~ 
console; not so much to be understood, as to understand; not so much to be § 

! loved, as to love. For it is in giving that we receive, it -is in pardoning that we § 
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on the anvil of personal experience. And 
he is not ashamed to share with his readers 
those things which remain unresolved. "I 
should like to place on record" he writes 
"that I do not hate my opponents. I also 
must place on record that I do not love 
them, not in any sense of the word 'love' 
as I know it. If 'love your enemies' means 
'regard your enemies as children of God, 
and treat them with humanity', then I 
would understand it, but is would still be 
to me an evasion". He has no time for the 
slick, smooth answer. 

But there is nothing uncertain, unre
solved in his treatment of the main theme 
of purposeful living. Here is a veritable 
pilgrim's progress from fear to freedom. 
He sees the conquest of fear in trying to 
find out what God's cause is, and making 
it our own. And God's cause "clearly has 
something to do with caring for others. 
If we do not care for or about others, then 
no amount of church-going, no number 
of observances, no amount of money given, 
no amount of believing, will give us any 
THE COMPASS, May, 1968 

cause worth working for. In fact, one 
cannot believe in God in a religious sense 
until we have this concern for others". 
"The greatest offence is to be unloving". 
"To love means to bring one's whole life 
under discipline, refraining from any un
loving or mean or cruel act, and the of
fering of oneself to be made an instrument 
of God's peace". "What does giving one
self to God mean? Whatever else it means, 
it certainly means giving oneself to 
others". And a masterly meditation on 
freedom ends with the words: "There is 
no freedom like the freedom of finding 
meaning for one's life, of becoming the 
instrument of a Lord who helps us to be 
what we were meant to be". 

The Present Circumstances 

The author himself would be the first 
to acknowledge that much of what he says 
has been said by others before him (In
cluded in each Meditation are quotations 
from the saints and seers of the past -
themselves worth serious study). But sel
dom have these things been said with such 
incisive simplicity and such obvious ap
plication to the circumstances of this pre
sent day. Perhaps it is because "this 
book is written for sinners and by one of 
them". It certainly is a book written for 
South Africans and by one of them. 

For sinners of the South African sort, 
and your reviewer is among the number, 
this is the kind of spiritual direction that 
we need: searching, challenging, chari
table, and scriptural. In his treatment 
of those problems which we like to think 
are particularly and peculiarly ours - the 
relationship between Church and State, 
between black and white, between the 
"haves" and the "have-nots" - the author 
is scrupulously fair. He recognises that 
the Church itself is not above criticism, 
and is capable of a "loveless Christianity 
more concerned with law, authority, ab
stentions, and observances, than with the 
prisoner in the prison house". He also 
recognises that there are nations, or more 
properly national governments, that "re
gard it as traitorous for persons to have 
a cause higher than that of the nation". 
With the incisiveness of a skilled surgeon, 
he cuts clean through the fatty tissues of 
conditioning and compromise, and exposes 
the cancerous growth which threatens the 
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moral and spiritual life of our land. 
And the treatment for such a condition? 
That's what this whole book is about. 

But perhaps the greatest service which 
the author does his readers is to demon
strate the vital relationship between per
sonal piety and the practical issues of 
everyday life. "Some Christians argue 
that if we would only change men, then 
society would change itself. But the full 
truth is that we must try both to change 
man and to change society, and that there 
are changes in man that ~annot be achiev
ed without some changes in society". 

A Book to Use 

These Meditations of Alan Paton will 
help many to do both these things, not 
least through the prayers of his own 
making which are included in them. Like 
his meditations, these prayers contain 
many gems of original thought and expres
sion. His meditation on Joy, for instance, 
contains this striking paragraph: "They 
do not show the outward signs of joy, but 
they have inner fortitude, a kind of inner 
equilibrium that has cost too much to be 
tranquility and is still too much on guard 
to be serenity. I think such an inner 
equilibrium might possibly be called joy". 
This is followed by a prayer in which oc
curs the phrase: "Make me more joyful 
than I am, especially if this is needed for 
the sake of others". 

It is gems such as these that make of 
Alan Paton's latest writings not simply 
a book to read, but primarily a book to be 
used. 

AIDAN HARRISON CROSS, born in 
Kimberley 1918. 

EduC!ated at Estcourt Government 
School, Michaelhouse, Leeds University 
(B.A. English Honours) and College of 
th~ Resurrection, Mirfield. 

Ordained Priest 1941. 
Served in the Diocese of Gloucester, 

the Diocese of Natal, the Diocese of Sout~ 
wark and the Diocese of Bloem! ontein. 

Appointed Dean of Bloemfontein, No
vember 1958. 

Married ... Four sons. 
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NOT IN OURSEL YES . . 
Dear Mr. Editor, 

Your recent editorials if written to 
provoke criticism and encourage contri
butions then you have scored with at least 
one, but if not, written with that thought 
in mind then Mr. Editor, you are right off 
the beam and need encouragement. Why 
the gloomy tone, get out and about and 
see a TOC-H which is going forward, with 
gusto. See the influence of TOC-H in a 
community, do please spend just one hour 
in Queenstown and I will show you, you 
are tempted to rate TOC-H by the size 
and number of its jobs, whereas, the real 
worth of TOC-H is not measured by ma
terial standards at all. No one can count 
the number of bricks laid in the building 
of God's Kingdom and TOC-H is a hand
maiden of the Church. We may be few 
in numbers but we have great vision and 
a lot of substance--vision to think "big", 
we have not failed to think "big" as you 
so very wrongly stated, have you talked 
with Geoff. Brand recently, and what of 
the terrific inspiring reading in Voltoc? 

There is no fault in ourselves Mr. 
Editor, are we criticised for having the 
vision of the Volunteers? You write of 
the failure of younger people to join 
TOC-H yet these younger folk see a great 
substance in TOC-H and want closer alleg
iance. How could you write "After all 
TOC-H is nothing but the expression of 
the member etc." You are, Mr. Editor, 
in bondage to words and mis-information. 

All of us need testing so that our 
words do not become meaningless jar
gon, but used to liberate a spirit which is 
alive make no mistake. 

So, I could go on and on but am afraid 
that if I do these words will not see print. 

"Get up off your chair" (Mr. David 
Blunt of Natal uses a similar phrase) 
readers and support me so that our Editor 
can see another side. 

Yours etc., 

LES TUCKER, 

Pilot-Queenstown Branch. 
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