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THE CURRENT DUAL SELECTION 

INSTRUMENT OF THY PEACE 
By A LAN PATON (Pub. ed. $3 .50) 

HOLY COMMON SENSE 
By D A VID H. C. READ (Pub. ed. $2.50) 

Combined price to members, Club Ed's. $4.95 
(Canadian and foreign price $5.45) 

INSTRUMENT OF THY PEACE 

A more fitting book for Lent it would be 
hard to imagine. It is written by a master of 
English prose, author of the world-famous 
novel, CRY THE BELOVED COUNTRY, 
and has the same moving quality: more im
portant, it is pregnant with the deep spirit
ual insights of a man whose whole life has 
shown him to be a living exemplar of both 
moral conviction and Christian compassion . 

Alan Paton's Lenten offering consists of 
eighteen meditations, each of which is a 
beautiful blend of relevant Scripture, choice 
quotations from great souls by whom he has 
been influenced, his own probing reflections 
on the life of the spirit, and his sensitive and 
original prayers. Pervading the whole is 
a constant reference, - sometimes direct, 
sometimes indirect, - to St. Francis of 
Assisi. In fact, the book might almost be 
described as an informal commentary on St. 
Francis' prayer, "Lord, make me an instru
ment of Thy peace. Where there is hatred, 
let me sow love; where there is injury, 
pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where 

there is despair, hope; where there is sad
ness, joy; where there is darkness, light." 

T he meditations add up to a perceptive 
interpretation of what it means to live in 
the spirit of this prayer in today's world. 
They combine two things that do not usually 
go together - an inner serenity which makes 
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Co11ti11 11etl from l'tlge I 
you feel you are in the presence of a saint 
and an active concern for one's fellow-men 
which characterizes the ardent champion of 
the disadvantaged and oppressed. 

This impression is heightened by many 
autobiographical reBections on our con
temporary society. T he author's understand
ing of Christian discipleship in terms of 
love, forgiveness, and reconciliation is re
lated to his observations about apartheid in 
his native South Africa, race riots in Amer
ican cities, and the Hippies. His sensitivity 
of conscience is suggested by the prayer 
with which he concludes his comment on 
the Hippies' rejection of our society: "O 
Lord, teach us to humble ourselves before 
these children who live the gospel of love 
and drugs because we did not live the 
Gospel of love." '-

One of the indirect values of the book is 
the deepened appreciation of St. Francis 
which the reader gains. Again and again 
quaint anecdotes about him and quotations 
from him illustrate Mr. Paton's key points. 

On reading the first few pages you may 
wish that the book had a more systematic 
structure, but you soon discover that its free
wheeling and ruminative character is part 
of its strength. The book is not a logical 
argument but something much more im
portant - the self-disclosure of one of the 
most single-minded and simple-hearted dis
ciples of Christ in the secular world of 
today. 

HOLY COMMON SENSE 

for the Lenten season no theme is more 
appropriate than prayer, the innermost heart 
of the religious life. At the same time, there 
is nothing about which Christian people are 
more uncertain in these days when the 
"death of God" is so much debated. The 
minister of New York's Madison Ave. Pres
byterian Church, who has an unusual gift 
for presenting theological profundities in an 
uncomplicated way, focusses his Lenten 
message on this subject, illustrated by an 
intensive study of the Lord's Prayer. 

The intriguing title, HOLY COMMON 
SENSE is characteristic of David Read's 
preaching and teaching. In all the current 
effort to relate Christianity to the secular 

his chief concern is not to lose the "holy." 
In all the new experimentation in the 
church he insists on keeping a stance of 
"common sense," knowing that its central 
concern in this confusing time is essentially 
the same as it has always been, - man 's 
personal relation with God. 

\Vhat Dr. Read gives us in his new book 
is not glib answers to the problems which 
we all face in connection with prayer but 
a study-in-depth of the Lord's Prayer, article 
by article and phrase by phrase. He shows, 
for example, what is involved in thinking 
of God as "our Father" and in assuming a 
reality called "Heaven ." He points out that 
we do not pray "Give us" until we have 
first oriented ourselves to His Kingdom and 
the doing of His will. Typical of his fresh 
approach to familiar words is his comment 
on the significance of praying for "daily 
bread." H e suggests that in our interde
pendent world this petition includes a con
cern that none go hungry. W e ask, he says, 
that God "will work through every agency 
of His creation - the soil, the germ of 
wheat, the laborer, the scientist, the eco
nomic svstem - to sustain in life this whole 
human 'family." The cumulative result of 
the detailed study of the Lord's Prayer is 
to give us a deepened understanding of the 
nature and content of true prayer. 

The way in which Dr. Read uses the 
final words of the Lord's Prayer as the text 
for an Easter sermon is a striking example 
of his homiletical genius. "Thine is the 
Kingdom, the power, and the glory" is 
described as "the defiant doxology" with 
which the Christian faces all the evil in the 
world because he has the experience of 
realizing the presence of the risen and living 
Christ. 

Introducing the A uthor 
David H. C. Read, before he was adopted 

by America a dozen -years ago, was chaplain 
of the University of Edinburgh and chaplain 
to H er Majesty the Queen. Now minister 
on New York's bmtling Madison·Avenue, 
he is also one of the preachers most wel
comed on colleges and university campuses. 

PLEASE NOTE: The combined price for the 
current Dual Selection offers a saving when 
both books are accepted: when only one of 
the books is ordered the regular retail price 
will be charged. 



The Current Dividend Books 
When you pay for the Ctirrent Selection you may use the Dividend Certificate enclosed 
with the invoice as follows: select the booh you want from this page, fill in the Shipping 
Label on the Certificate, mail it to the Club together with the nominal charge indicated 
below. Yam Dividend Booh will be sent b)' return mail. Please note that the nominal 
charge is based on the cost of each boo/{, not on its retail price, and it enables the Club 
to give a certificate with each Selection or Alternate you purchase. 

\ IORAI RESPONSIBILIT Y: SITU A- erly Professor of Biblical Theology, Union 
T IO:\ ETH ICS \ T W ORK, by Joseph Theological Seminary. Covering the New 
Fletcher. (Reg. $3.95): I Certificate, plus Testament, complete in two volumes, regu
$1.00. The commotion which the author's lady $5.00 per volume: 1 Certificate per 
earlier work, Situation Ethics, has stirred up volume, plus $2.00 per volume. 
in both theological and sociological circles A verse-by-verse study of the Gospels and 
creates great interest in this companion the Book of Acts comprises the content of 
volume. It applies the principles of the so- the first volume (Vol. 6) of Nelson's RSV 
~al\ed "new _mor~lity" to some. of the _most Bible Commentary. The second volume 
ms1stent ethical issues of our time. It 1s an (Vol. 7) covers the remainino books of the 
honest-to-life treatment, blunt and candid, New Testament from Roma':is to Revela-
which traditionalists may regard as radical, tion. 
but \~hie? many others will hail_ as a s_ignal In the Editor's Foreword Dr. Grant writes: 
contr1bunon to personal and social ethics. "It is the aim of this Commentary to bring 
The central thesis is that Christian morality to the modern reader, in brief compass, as 
is not a scheme of codified conduct but a much as possible of the wealth of scholar
responsible effort to manifest a loving con- ship, exegesis, an~ interpretation w_hich has 
cern for persons in varied and changiilg cir- accun:iulat~d dunn~ pas~ centunes, a_nd 
cumstances of life. By love (the New Testa- e~pecially _m rec~nt t!mesi m ord~r to ennch 
ment agape) is meant an active good-will, h1_s ~xpenence m, ,!1stenmg to the Word 
virtually synonymous with justice. wllhm the words. 

Part I, "A New Look," summarizes the basic 
ideas underlying situation ethics. Part II 
translates theory into practice, with special 
case studies in problems of sex and issues 
connected with property and business. Part 
III sets the whole treannent of morals in the 
context of the "style of life" which is called 
for in today's world. 

T H E 'ffRUCT URE OF LUK[ i\ "\TD 
ACTS, by A. Q. Morton and G. H. C. Mac
Gregor. (Reg. $3.50): I Certificate, plus 
$1.00. Presents a startling new solution to 
the textual problems of Luke and Acts by 
the same authors who first used a computer 
as an aid in determining the authorship of 
the Epistles of St. Paul. 

'\ELSO'\ S BIBI E CO\l\l EN I \RY, 
Based on the Revised Standard Version. 
General Editor, Frederick C. Grant, form-

TIIE BIBU CAL \\TORI D, Edited by 
Charles F. Pfeiffer. (Reg. $8.95): I Certi
ficate, plus $3.00. All who are interested in 
knowing about modern archaeological dis
coveries in the ancient lands of the Bible 
will find this a fascinating book. It covers 
the whole field in an encyclopedic way, with 
hundreds of articles by a group of Biblical 
scholars. Some of the articles, like those on 
the Dead Sea scrolls, the Nag Hammadi 
manuscripts, and the Oxyrhynchus papyri, 
run to several pages each. There are briefer 
treatments of life and customs in Bible 
times, the excavations of Biblical sites, the 
tables and pottery, and other objects un
earthed by the excavator's spade, and the 
ways in which the scholars reach their con
clusions. This massive body of information 
is brought together, in alphabetical order, 
in one convenient volume, enriched with 
two hundred and fifty photographs depict
ing what the archaeologists have found. 



The Library Shelf 
The following titles earn one Dividend Certificate per book except for double selec

tions which earn a Dividend Certificate only when both books are purchased. Your 
Dividend Certificates are sent automatically with your book purchases. To order, simply 
list titles on the enclosed form and check the appropriate box. 

(Canadian and Foreign prices slightly higher. ) 

JOURNEY INWARD, JOURNEY OUTWARD 
By Elizabeth O'Connor $4.95 
The fascinating story of a church which 
admits members only after they have gone 
through a "School of Christian Living." 

.. 
EXPLORATION INTO GOD 
By Bishop John A. T. Robinson $4.95 
The author of Honest to God describes the 
pilgrimage by which he has come to his 
present theological concern. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT FROM 26 TRANSLATIONS 
Curtis Vaughan, General Editor 
Reg. Price $12.50 Club price $9.95 

CHRIST FOR US IN THE THEOLOGY OF DIETRICH 
BONHOEFFER 

by John A. Phillips 
(Pub. ed. $6.50) Club ed. $4.95 

A QUESTION OF CONSCIENCE: Why I Left The 
Roman Catholic Church by Charles Davis 
(Reg. $2.25 ); VIETNAM: CRISIS OF CONSCIENCE 
by Robert McAfee Brown, Abraham Hes
chel, and Michael Novak (Reg. $.95); THE 
BISHOP PIKE AFFAIR by William Stringfellow 
and A n thony Towne (Reg. $2.25); IN THE 
HANDS OF GOD by William Barclay (Reg. 
$1.75). 

Club price, 4 paperback volumes, $5.95 

THE APOSTLES' CREED FOR EVERYMAN by Wil
liam Barclay 
(Pub. ed. $5.95) Club ed. $4.95 

YOU ANO THE NEW MORALITY by James A. Pihe 
(Reg. $ 1.45); CREEDS IN COLLISION by R. 
Benjamin Garrison (Reg. $2.50); STRAIGHT 
TALK ABOUT TEACHING IN TODAY'S CHURCH by 
Locke E. Bowman, Jr. (Reg. $1.95). 

Club price, 3 volumes, $4.50 

DUAL SELECTIONS 

THE ART OF BEING A SINNER THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. PAUL 
By John M. Krumm ( Pub. ed. $3.50) By A. M. Hunter ( Pub. ed. $1.65) 
The art of dealing with the results of sin, A revised edition of "Interpreting Paul's 
guilt, remorse. Gospel," in paperback. 

Dividend credit given only if both books are purchased . .. Combined Club Ed's. $4.50 

GOD AND SECULARITY THE RECOVERY OF CHRISTIAN MYTH 
By John MacQuarrie (Pub. ed. $3.95) By Guilford Dudley III (Pub. ed. $3.95) 

Dividend credit given only if both books are purchased ... Combined Club Ed's. $5.75 


