
deaux's best book thus far. Most of 
what he says rings true, even though 
he could be justly accused of down• 
playing the genuinely Christian moti• 
vations of some of the electronic 
preachers. We need to heed his indict
ment of modern culture religion if we 
are to recover a faith life that will chal
lenge rather than align itself with the 
values and aspirations of a secularized 
age. 

DONALD G BLOESCH 

wstrument of Thy Peace {Bmtised Edi-
- • L Mb. 

ti213l. av AlaD patgp ~eabury. 124 pages. $6. 95. - · -

Of this medational wo,k on St. 
Francis's prayer (now revised 15 years 
later), Alan Paton says: "I can only re· 
late the strange experience that as I re
read it, there are parts of 1t that help 
and move me as though some other 
hand had written them." The reader 
gets this same impression: someone 
greater than Paton wrote the inspira
tion in these pages. As I read, I almost 
hesitated to turn a page lest I lose the 
vibrancy of a thought well expressed. 
This promises to be a devotional I will 
return to again and again. 

Twenty-one brief, pithy chapters 
meditate on segments of St. Francis's 
prayer for holiness. Paton's focus is 
twofold~ the timeless power that Fran
cis and we have at our disposal, and 
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the context of this tumultuous cen
tury in which we live. ~e thoughts 
are those of a melancholic turned ac
tivist: Paton writes "for those who de
ceive themselves that to be pious is to 
be more faithful to the gospel than to 
concern themselves with the building 
of a more just order of society." Piety 

is not. a substitute for social justice 
(nor vice versa). 

Paton is well known for his anti· 
apartheid views regarding his own be
loved South Africa. He does not ne
glect th is issue in this book. Paton 
urges reform of society, both h is and 
ours. Injustice lies in many areas of life 
besides poverty and racism. And re
form must stem from internal holiness. 
Christians cannot comfortably live 
with an unjust status quo, and some 
in1egrai p ieces of ourselves need to be 
rearranged if we are to discover what it 
means to "love more than to be lov
ed." 

Paton suggests some of the more 
uncomfortable ramifications. Howev
er, his understanding and communica
tion of eternity shines through, mak
ing us all realize that the true desire of 
our hearts is to be instruments of jus
tice and peace. 

Social justice is a grand theme in 
this book. In the prayers that end each 
chapter, Paton manages to convey ex
actly the quality that we wish for in 
our lives, for example: "to fear noth
ing more than we fear Thee." 

As Christians, we have an obliga
tion to th is wounded world. But Paton 
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also humorously reminds us not to 
take ourselves too seriously. After all, 
the business that we Christians are 
about is joy. 

It is my wish that many would 
read this book and gain a deeper un
derstanding of St. Francis's Prayer fo~ 
Pea,:e, and see it not as something un
attainable, but as something to genu
inely strive for - that together we may 
be more of a •~mmunion" of saints. 

KAHEN WINCHELL 

Abortion and the Early Church. By 
Michael J. Gorman. lnterVarsity Press. 
120 pages. $3. 95. 

In the first two-thirds of this 
book, the author discusses the attitude 
of the church toward abortion through 
the fifth century. It is here that it be
comes quite evident that the church 
was against abortion. As Bruce M. 
Metzger puts it in the Foreword: "It 
is really remarkable how uniform and 
how pronounced was the early Chris
tian opposition to abortion." 

The final part of the book con
tains the author's attempt to show 
that the early church rejected abortion 
because it rejected bloodshed in roto. 
He discusses war and nuclear arms, and 
urges what he calls a "consistent" pro
life position in regard to both nuclear 
arms and abortion. 
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