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INSTRUMENT OF THY PEACE. By A [an 
Paton. ~ $3.50. 

GREAT PRAYERS. By Harry N. Huxhold. 
Concordia. $2.75. 

OCCASIONALLY a book can be re
viewed in two words: Get itl Alan 

Paton's Instrnment of Thy Peace is such 
a book. I can scarcely expect you to 
take my word for it, however, so let 
me give you some "for instances." Does 
a man speak to you who admits, when 
writing of his opponents, that, though 
he does not hate them, "I also must 
place on record that I do not love them, 
not in any sense of the word 'love' as 
I know it"? He does to me. Or this: 
''In this country of many races make 
me courteous to those who are humble 
and understanding to those who are 
resentful. Teach me what I should be 
to the arrogant and cruel, for I do not 
know." 

The book is described as "meditations 
prompted by the prayer of St. Francis 
of Assisi . . . ." To his credit, and 
our benefit, these meditations reflect the 
honest effort of Alan Paton to under
stand himself and the struggle for hu
manity in which he is engaged in his 
native South Africa. It is an effort that 
succeeds. These meditations speak elo
quently to the doubts, weaknesses and 
even to the joys that we all sometimes 
feel. 

I have not been so ministered to in 
. a long time. Later, much later, reread 
Paton to learn how to write, or for 
sermon illustrations if you must. But 
for now, get the book and read it for 
your own sake. 

No doubt it was unfortunate that I 
did not pick up .Huxhold's little volume 
until after I had reluctantly set Paton's 
aside. These are devotions using a wide 
selection - from Genesis to Revelation 
- of the "great prayers in the Bible" 
as models for those seeking the "pattern 
of prayer." It is not a bad idea and 
no doubt many will find it useful. -
Bernard R. Hawley, First Presbyterian 
Church, Salina, Kan. 


