
these essays never fail to be stimulat
ing, not least when one most disagrees 
with them. One of the essayists is 
Daniel Boorstin, the third volume of 
whose trilogy, The Americans, receives 
an exciting, illustrated interpretation 
in Portraits From 'The Americans: The 
Democratic Experience' (Random 
House. $6.95). The photographs, from 
a National Gallery exhibition, are 
beautiful and striking. The emphasis, 
as in the book itself, is on technologi
cal innovation, which Boorstin sees as 
the permanent , irreversible revolution. 
For me, the final irony was the photo 
of the great Kodak No. 2 camera: the 
book itself thus becoming part of the 
revolution it images forth. 

To close, I commend lo you a deep 
and lovely little book on the Ultimate 
Revolutionary, the Great Leveler, the 
Arch-Democrat: Death. Philippe 
Aries's lectures on We stem Attitudes 
Towards De'ath: From the Middle Ages 
to the Present (Johns Hopkins U. 
Press. $2.25), scarcely a hundred pages 
in length, contain so much historical 
wisdom and insight into who we are 
that to attempt a summary would be 
criminal. Just this, then: go and buy. 
The hour of death surely proves to be 
the most interesting time of all. ■ 

Religion 

JAMES GAFFNEY 

H I were to venture an opinion as to 
what religious writer of my language 
and lifetime is surest lo occupy a 
permanent place in our literary cul
ture, my nomination would go with 
very little hesitation to the late C. S. 
Lewis. The constantly growing esteem 
for Lewis's deep and careful thought, 
his unfailing eloquence and his rich 
imagination, has assumed among 
ardent devotees in many quarters near
ly cultic dimensions. Clyde S. Kilby's 
C. S . Lewis: Images of His World 
(Eerdmans. $7.95) offers a kind of 
family album to Lewis's abundant 
spiritual progeny. Although it contains 
many objectively beautiful photo
graphs with accompanying text, basi
cally it is a hero-worshiper's book, 
well-designed to enable readers to 
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~ 1 } , }to }:i l to, 
' share some of the •;•;cnes that were 

most familiar or m,,~t memorable to 
"Jack" Lewis, whose death 13 years 
ago has left him so delightfully alive 
and well. 

For further pleasurable viewing, 
and for good devotiona 1 reading, four 
generously illustrated volumes ( Cross
road Bks./Seabury. $4.95 each) offer 
re0ections on Instrument of Th): 
Peace: The Pra;ii- o ( St frav cis, 0~1 

Alan Pa top· The Lord's Prayer: The 
Prayer of Jesus, by F. J. Sheed; May 

' the Wind Be at Your !Jack: The Prayer 
of St. Patrick, by Andrew M. Greeley; 
and The Magn((icat: The Prayer of 
Mary, by Sidney Callahan. Paton in 
one way (the best, I think) and Sheed, 
in another, make significant contribu-

\ tions to the venerable and recently 
\ somewhat lagging tradition of Catholic 
1meditative literature. Although 
'c::;reeley and Callahan lack either the 
t11Ient or the taste for that subtle, 
self-effacing genre, they offer thought
ful if not conspicuously. prayerful 
reading. 

Readers of the Vatican II docu
ments are often heard to ask what, if 
anything, the Roman Catholic Church 
has officially done in the way of 
carrying out the many programs and 
projects those documents called for . 
An enlightening, if unexciting partial 
answer is furnished by Vatican JI: The 
Conciliar and Post-Conciliar Docu
ments, edited by Austin Flannery 
(Liturgical Press. $2.95). In addition 
to the council's 16 constitutions and 
decrees, this volume contains 48 subse
quent documents related to them. Of 
the latter, fully half pertain to the 
Constitution on the Liturgy, l 2 per
tain to the Decree on Ecumenism and 
6 pertain to the Decree on Religious 
Life. Thus, even reflection on the table 
of contents may offer the statistically 
minded certain working hypotheses 
for analyzing postconciliar priorities 
on Vatican Hill. More detailed reading 
is not likely to revolutionize current 
impressions of the vision and vi talily 
of the Roman Curia. 

Any who share my undoubtedly 
prejudiced feeling that, of all theologi
cal subjects, sacramental theology is 
shortest on plausible theories and 
longest on tiresome rationalizations 
may share my appreciation of George 
McCauley's refresh.ing publications in 

that field. His latest, The God of the 
Croup (Argus Communications. 
$3.95) is conceived with sober origi
nality and executed with lively lucidi
ty. It explores the hypothesis that 
group behavior patterns significantly 
influence religious language. The ex
ploration proceeds through theological 
reflection and empirical observation in 
connection with discussions of the 
Roman Catholic sacra men ts, and it 
generaJies interesting suggestions for 
the theory and practice of sacramental 
liturgy. That a theological understand
ing of group worship requires an un
derstanding both of worship and of 
groups is a neglected truism that 
McCauley has had t l1e wisdom to take 
seriously and the skill to study system
atically. The result is a notable con
tribution to religious education and 
theology. 

An introduction to the New Testa
ment limited to only 86 very small 
pages, and issued at a time when 
excellent comprehensive works on that 
subject constitute an embarrassment 
of riches, could only be worth reading · 
if it happened to exemplify the kind 
of judicious simplification that only 
first-rate literary pedagogy can 
achieve. A. M. Hunter's The New Tes
tament for Today (John Knox Press. 
$2.95) is a fine example of that rare 
species of really introductory writing, 
executed with the solid learning of a 
scholar and the refreshing ingenuity of 
a teacher who, in dealing with non
specialists, knows how much he ought 
to omit, how much he ought to repeat 
and how soon he ought to stop. 

/1'1an as Male and Female, by Paul 
K. Jewett (Eerdmans. $2.95), deserves 
a place among the seriously and useful
ly theological contributions to the 
currently lively discussion of the rela
tionship of the sexes. This study is 
firmly based on a careful interpreta
tion of relevant biblical material. but it 
is also firmly opposed to the uncritical 
endorsement of early Christian anthro
pological and social assumptions. A 
work of Protestant scholarship, the 
book contains strong critic ism of im
portant elements in Re formation theo
logy and sensitive appreciations of 
typically Roman Catholic traditions. 

Roland Bainton, a distinguished 
church historian whose biographical 
skill is well proved, makes an unusual 
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