
Instrument of Thy Peace, by Alan Paton. The Sea-
bury Press, New York, 1968. 124 pages. $3.50. 

The author of this book, Alan Paton, is best 
known as the writer of the best-selling novel about 
South Africa, Cry, The Beloved Country. This book, 
however, is a series of devotions, or maybe a better ~ 
word is "reflections," based on the prayer of St. ~ 
Francis of Assisi, "Lord, make me an instrument of --t, -
Thy peace." 

Paton has deep and probing insight into men's 
minds and hearts, and writes with an eloquent style. 
Few of today's important issues are overlooked as j 
he addresses himself to the hard questions that con-
front our lives: faith and doubt, discouragement, 
violence, and unreturned love. 

Each of the petitions of the prayer is illustrated 
with scenes from the life of Francis of Assisi and 
the Bible. Included are about twenty original prayers 
by the author. 

This is the kind of devotional book for personal 
examination and contemplation. It is not for use as 
a resource for bringing "devotionals" to a group, 
although some original devotions may well grow 
out of these chapters. 

-Edward B. Hollenbeck 
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III. Books of Prayers and Meditations. 
S0me of these are traditional, some 

are modern; usually the title or the 
name of the author will provide some 
clue as to which. 

Instrument of Thy Peace by Alan 
Paton {Seabury; $3.50). I wenty-one 
meditations with prayers based on the 
famous prayer of St. Francis: "Lord, 
make me an instrument of Thy peace." 

Free to Live, Free to Die by Mal
colm Boyd (New American Library; 75 
cents). A month of daily meditations by 
the author of Are You Running With 
Me, Jesus? 

Creative Brooding by Robert Raines 
( Macmillan; $2.95). Designed to help 
the reader find his place in his time, and 
his way in his life. 

A Diary of Private Prayer by John 
Baillie (Scribner's; $1.50). A classic of 
traditional devotion. 

The Psalms. If you can get past the 
barrier of over-familiarity, no prayers 
and meditations go more deeply into 
the human situation than these. 

The World In Tune by Elizabeth 
Gray Vining (Pendle Hill Publications; 
$2.95). Prayers, poetry, and prose selec
tions with comments, arranged for easy 
daily use. 

The Apron Pocket Bogk of Merli~6-
tion 01ul Prayer_,, edited by Benson and 
Smith (Seabury; $1.95). Especially for 
women, this anthology is arranged by 
topics rather than days, for two-minute 
rather than half-hour periods of prayer. 

Prayers by Michel Quoist ( Sheed & 
Ward; $3.95). A fusion of traditional 
and modem approaches makes this book 
timeless. · 


