
Tuesday 
March 5, 1 968 

Alan Paton 
Author: "Instrument of Thy Peace 11 

c/o The Seabury Press 
8 15 Second Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear .Mr. Paton, 

,; 

In picking out names for children we plan to add to our family, 
My husband and I decided to disreg ard ancestral monickers and 
cute-sounding, goofy little names . Instead, we decided to use 
f'or the boys a first name of an American statesman who worked 
within the democratic structure to help each citizen to realize 
hispotential and a second name of a world-known author who prean t ed 
in his works wisdom of,and fellow-feeling for, his brothers on 
this earth. 

For the girls we have picked out names first of a lovely and 
common t hing in nature and second the last name of a poet . 

Which is a long-way-round of announcing that our first son was 
born October 29, 1967 and he has been named Lincoln Paton Thomas . 

I don't expect our children ever to g row up and completely change 
the world but we hope that their own names will help to remind them , 
if ever they g row discouraged and cynical, that men with more reason 
to be bitter than they have gone on working with hope against odds 
most men find overwhelming . 

I thank y ou for Cry, the Beloved Country and Too Late the Phalarope 
which meant a great deal t o me in my formative years and I plan to 
read your other works as well . Linc's grandma just gave us 
Instrument, which we are enjoying now. Many p eople would not call us 
Christians , because as Unitarians we do not believe in the extra 
divinity of Jesus but we do baieve in God and in the humanity of 
Jesus , who love G all men as his brothers. We also appreciated your 
article in the 11 Saturday Revi ew" on what you have learned and we have 
saved it for our son . 

I know you are very busy in your work and we wish you success in 
the reform movement, but could you or someone drop us a note on 
how exxactly you pronounee your last name? 

Sincerely, 

Janet Ackenheil Thomas 
Daniel D. "Niel" Thomas 
6219 Somerset Street 
Harrisburg, Pa. 17111 


