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Mr. Alan Paton 
Lynton Road" 
Kloof, Natal 
Union of South Africa 

Dear Mr. Paton: 

October 21, 1968 
Box 26035 

bed I · 1 o / l I 1 2-

San Francisco, California 94126 
U. S. A. 

Last Spring was a turning point in our lives. First, we read Instrument 
Of Thy Peace. Then, we had an opportunity to stand up and be counted for 
those who cannot stand up for themselves. Chapter Ten came at a most 
crucial period of our lives. 

Our church, a conservative, tradition-oriented Presbyterian congregation, 
received its first black member. When the manse went on the market-block, 
the church, through legalistic subterfuge, twice refused the black man 
the chance to buy. The vacillation we experienced -- we thought that it 
might be best to cover up the situation -- was erased by reading your book, 
praying together, and talking together. We have appealled the case to a 
higher judicatory within the denomination. 

Obviously, our stand was very unpopular. However, we are blessed now by 
a freedom that we did not know existed. No longer are we shackl ed by the 
restraints of indecision and hypocrisy. We feel as though Christ is living 
through our lives in a vita l way that Christians may rarely experience. 
By this decision, we have sought to place Christ above our other "gods" -
church, nation, and friends -- and to serve them as a witness of His highe st 
prior ities. 

We realize that you may have little idea of the consequences of your 
wri t ings. We wish to tell you that we are joyous and free people because 
of your testimony. Since we will never have the pleasure of mee t ing you, 
we wished to thank you somehow. We hope that this note can be an encourage
ment to you. 

With sincerest regara~, 

/Jt1 .~~-4ia.~ IZ'l~ 
Mr . and Mrs. Clifford E. Stabler 


