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204, 

After decades of commitment to social democracy, I find that the declaration that was 
launched on Human Rights day falls far short of my expectations of what needs to be 
advocated as a serious contribution to real change in this country. 

Soul-searchin is bein offered as a substitute for cone social ro ess. It may be 
n t to prick the consciences of those responsible for the evils of contemporary South 
Africa, but much more is needed than the acknowled£ement of i!_ldivigual guilt as the 
engine for genuine movement towards social and economic equality. 

To begin with, there are far too many degrees of guilt to justify the lumping of all into a 
single category based on skm colour. The racist attitudes of apartheid SA may h;~ye 
brought me unsolicited benefits, but I am,.not prepared place myself, or to be placed,jn a 
catch-all category that also embraces those who encouraged, promoted, implemented or 
aggravated a divided society founded on racial criteria; let alone with those who tortured, 
murdered and assassinated in order to further its objectives. I will not "accept 
responsibility for apartheid". 

Even if benefit is to be taken as the sole operative element in the determination of 
shamefulness, that too must be seen in relative terms. There are so many who enjoyed 
vast privilege, on a scale which ranges from the bjUjonai.res to the owners of a home or a 
car, that some form of differentiation must be in order here as well if a there is to be a 
fair and honest facing up to the past, not the kind of piety achieved through orchestrated 
breast-beating. 

That - material - aspect of the matter can in my view best be handled through a. proper 
system of wealth redistribution, designed to deal as much with deficiencies in social as 
well as physical infrastructure, not just with immediate needs. AfleW charitable trust may 
offer the solution to the pr.Q!>lems of the few it can cope with on the basis of limited 
voluntary contributions, but the nobility of its aims can never be the substitute for 

' resolute governmental initiative. 

That is what is needed now, rather than the messy, inadequate and ineffective 
floundering from slogan to slogan, as issues are ducked or shelved, and human welfare 
ignored in a society sustained by the greed, insouciance and callousness of the self
satisfied. A properly adglinistered compuJsm:y levy to cope with pressing requirements 
would be infinitely more practical as a solution to housing (and employment), especially 
if it were allied to a pUQ!icly-financed drive to deal with inadequacies iri health, transport, 
education (inherited or otherwise) and other social necessities for a forward-looking 



society. 

This would automatically impact more severely on all the beneficiaries of past privilege, 
and so it should. As it stands, th~ proposal put forward in the declaration could even 
a.l)solve most of them from contributing usefully. Its self-flagellating adherents urge ' a 
salve that 1s more apace o than a remedy on those who are willing to concede that the 
common possession of a white skin ~des larger liabilities. For many of those who are 
not prepared to do so, there is just one more opportunity to sneer and snigger at the feeble 
ineffectuality of what is being suggested. 

Neville Rubin 


