
NEVILLE RUBIN 

la Maison Fouilloux BRETIGNY Prevessin--Moens 01210 FRANCE Tel. (50) 41.04.95 

6 May, 1990 

My Dear Magnus, 

1 returned yesterday from my African trip 13 countries. 
including stopovers, in 19 days - to find your (undated, 
unpostmarked) letter; and hasten to reply , as I'm off to 
Zimbabwe again at the end of the week and have the visit of the 
Namibian Minister of Labour to cope with in between. (I extended 
the invitation while I was in Windhoek two weeks' ago, and have 
to do the honours here; the more so as it his first visit to the 
ILO. and being a distinguished Hev. gentleman, his familiarity 
with what we like to call "the world of labour" is somewhat less 
than my knowledge of the scriptures). 

It's good to know that your visit is on, and we look forward 
to seeing you (?and Jann) at the end of June. by which time l 
should be sufficiently refreshed to receive you in the manner to 
which you are accustomed. 

I'm pleased that you will be visiting London before you come 
h~re. Quite a few of the people you want to be in touch with are 
there. But your list. which must have been taken down 
phonetically from some rather dated source, will need looking at 
if you're to find everyone you want and trace them properly to 
their new (married, or correctly spelt) names. I'm sure Ranaolph 
will be able to help. Baruch even more so; and Myrtle most of 
all. if she is so inclined (as she was the keeper of all contact 
in the days when we were all in touch with her. and. through 
h~r, with one another). I don't have more than a few, and would 
have some difficulty looking these up in a systematic manner in 
tjme to get them to you for use in London . 

What ever became of John's idea of getting you some funding 
from Ivan Kats? <Don't forget to mention him to Randolph, who 
was ever so chummy with him qua New African, when IK was the 
tictac man for the Congress for Cultural Freedom in Paris and 
thus one of the many CIA operatives with whom we were innocently 
in touch at one time or another in our carreers). 

Did you know that the ARM was one of the organisations un
bAnned by De Klerk in his famous exercise in February? This 
might help you to lay your hands on whatever official records 
exist in the Special Branch archives if Mr. Kobie Coetzee will 
let you at them. You should try. 

I set foot on SA soil for the first time in 27 years as 1 



passed 
Ne1irobi 

through Jan Smuts airport on my way from Windhoek to 
(via Lilongwe). No sweat, except in the literal sense. 

Mind you, I'd taken the trouble to make enquiries, through an 
attorney friend who came up to see me in Namibia, about the 
likelihood of my being zapped. The result, I'm pleased to say, 
c~me via a couple of Majors and a Brigadier, and was reassuring 
- if these buggers are to be believed. 

Incidentally, 1 had lunch in Windhoek with Ishmael Mahomed, 
full of wit and wisdom as he came down from the Bench (and his 
splendid red robes). He was up there to try the man accused of 
murdering Anton Lubowski, and was very full of his role in 
h~ving helped draft the Namibian constitution at the request of 
SWAPO. 

By way of more nostalgia. 1 also bumped into Albie Sachs, 
Arthur Chaskelson and George B1zos in Lusaka. Jhey were there as 
part of a team of ANC lawyers drafting proposals for the new bA 
c~nstitution in anticipation of the real talks with De Klerk 
etc. Much throwing of arms round one another, metaphorically. 

Yours, 


