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MG: Adrian what I wanted to start us of on is some background information about you. 

Originally, I had asked you questions about whether your family had been involved in 

Politics, whether school had made an impact on you politically and turned you into a 

Liberal? Could you comment generally on that? In a certain sense when did you 

Become politicized or conscience of politics? 

AL: It certainly wasn ' t parental involvement that got me into politics that was definitely 

Not the case. My father was a regual ist type new Statesman who used to come to Cape

Town (18-19) Speaking very quickly here Magnus and r just can't catch what be is 
saying. 

f remember school 15, 16, year old sort of just inventing the Communist world in the way 

One does at school. But I never understood what it was. 

MG: Was that something you wrote about, talked about? 

AL: No I think we just ta) ked about school, a couple of the guys and I 

MG: Where did you go to school? 

AL: Rondabuck (?) f was there with Mickey Wright who was a friend of mine. He 

Became an actor_ His father was a strong labour radical , British immjgrant in South 

Africa, but I don,t think I was influential except he was somebody who shared some of 

The same views. We had a very good History teacher Charlie Hallack who was a good 

UP man _ 1 think when I got to University l was against racial discrimination but if you 

had asked me to define Liberalism I wouldn 't have even begun_ 



MG: Then why were you against racial discriminatjon. J mean your mates were nut 

Particularly interested in that were they? 

AL: No but if you count school and my sister l think was involved in student politics on 

Campus and she was four years older than I so people like Neville and others she knew 

And there were a whole lot of people who she was a friend with who I got to know and 
fell 

Into that sort of a Liberal camp, 

MG: These were people who came to tbe house? 

AL: Yes. 

I was certainly Liberal Left with a few others. There was never a strong anti

Nationalist So! think the stronger Liberal thing the feeling of racial discrimination that 

ft was such a horrendous thing was quite clear but it wasn·t anything more than that. It 

Was what Liberalism was? lt was economics, it was political and J never, even the 
Liberal 

Party, I'm pretty certain really never got to grips with (51-
52) ____________ at least in the educational programme. 
MG: [t was very interesting that the Liberal Party 

AL: It was almost anti Africana 

MG: That was coming from the Liberal Party workshops and so on_ 

AL: Yes, rve no recollection of anything clearer, 

MG: When you got to the Campus then djd you get involved in politics right away? 

AL: Yes 

MG: Why was that? What drew you in? Was it some body? 

AL: No, No I think I enjoyed it 

MG: But no one came and said would you 
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AL: No, No 

MG: You offered yourself as a candidate, or SRC election? 

AL: Yes. I mean I got involved. The time you have to remember, the antiapartheid. 

The University, the campus was very politicized 

MG: Were you a member of an organization? 

AL: There was a radical society. 

MG: There was mostly, I think Peter Rodder was in there. Pitkin. 

AL: Well no, I mean it was, there was something J can' t remember. 

MG: Kaplan may have been a member. 

AL: Those were all names, but the radical society that was left of Liberal and I think 

We 

MG: But not any ARM( '?) 

AL: No, but we argued. 

MG: They probably sniped at Liberals for being too 

AL: Oh, yes. They had workshops, they had night schools. 

So no I think it was a drift. 

MG: But none of those student radical society people ever came into the ARM. 

AL: Alan was in there. 

MG: That's right he was. 

AL: Whether he came in because he was reporting back J know that. 

MG: But not Stephanie? 

AL: She wasn' t radical. 

MG: I just heard it from a number of people like Peter Rodder and Bernice Kaplan who 

told us about it. But a lot of those people I think came to Britain and they sort of 
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dispersed there. 

MG: But you weren ' t a member of the Zionist Association or anything like that. No 
Jewish connection 

AL: No. 

MG: So you get onto the SRC and slowly become more and more Liberal? 

AL: I mean I don't think. l mean we talked a long time ago about this and I'm not 

reliable in my memory, but l think to say I became more Liberal would be wrong. I think 

to say I became more radical would be right. The movement in so far as I can 

Remember, the movement was not from how cautious Liberalism to Extremism. the 

movement was intended activity, action. l spent two or three weekends in Celadon 

Square jail, it was a movement towards more radical action. 

MG: That makes sense. 

AL: That's my memory. That growing sense of frustration. Now what underlying 

things were going on in one psychologically was to prove yourself to be a better man. 

To show you could go to the left, to be more brave. I mean I shudder to think how much 

that was at work, But l can' t . .. 

MG: But rm more interested in a way obviously if you had, had a cleft palate and 

limped and there might be a psychological reason for you wanting to prove yourself as 

good as other people. But you didn' t have that. 

AL: But I wouldn' t disclose that area. I could.n ' t give you a number, I couldn't weight 

It, but the more 1 've written, the more ifs there_ 

MG: ft has to be, it' s the old story of private motives displaced onto public objec1s, and 

rationalized in the terms of the common good, you know Oliver Laswell 's definition of 

Politics. And the difficulty of trying to figure out what the private motives might have 
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been. You we all have that 

I just wondering how much more take this, because r know your story is NUSASS fairly 

well. You were a very successful student politician, I mean extremely so. I certainly 

remember you . I used to call you a little Lennan and I always maintained that you were 

sort of the cuff man of the . . ... You were strong and you were organized and not a Stalin 

a man of steel but Lennan the disciplined .... And a very good orator and so on 

But then there is a turning point that comes somewhere you do fairly conventional 

NUSASS/Liberal politics, you are very much involved in that and your letters show you 

gojng through a lot of agony about what's happening in the country . I'm thinking now 

about those letters with Lou and that. 

AL: That escapes me I haven' t got them. 

MG: Let me see, 1 might have a copy of if you are interested in them J' ll be happy to 

send them. 

AL: I would be very glad if you would. I would like very much to read those. 

MG: I always hesitate about this, because sometimes people say well . .,. 

But I will make a note and I will do that. 

But there comes a point, and I am now going on a vague memory. 1 know that you are 

agonjz-ing very much. You are feeling the morale corruption and horror or apartheid is 

getting you very much. It is very clear in the letters as I remember. It is two or three 

years since J looked at them, but I do remember that thing coming out. And then 

something happened in '62 basically I think. T think you were recruited in 1962 if I am 

right. Does that about fit with NUSASS? 

AL: Yes. 
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MG: So you knew nothing about the ARM when it first started off 

AL: No. 

MG: There had been some sabotage that you bad read about. Am I right about '62? 

AL: Yes. lt was the last; I think it was the last half of my presidency, 

MG: Okay. 

AL: And then l went back to do the BA in ·63_ 

MG: So the last half would have been, we had the congress in July, it would have been 

somewhere between January and July. And again I'm just trying to push the story ahead 

just a little bit, I don' t want to keep you too long. Ifl'm right, Neville Rubin was the 

person who recruited you? 

AL: Yes. 

But as 1 recall. he invited me to meet some people. 

MG: Is that how it happened? 

AL: Yes, I can' t recall whether he asked me to join or whether he said that some people 

would like to meet you, and I met the Schroders. 

MG: Oh! I see. 

AL: She came down. l think he was there. 

MG: So those were the people he invited you to meet? 

AL: Yes. Now I'm not sure whether they made the invitation or he made the invitation 

is not particularly important. He connected me with them. 

MG: Do you remember much about that meeting at all? 

AL: In the air of the pig and whistle, no. They just made clear what they just made clear 

what the organization was_ That it was a noo-communist organization. There would be 

no violence to people. It was those kinds of things. 
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MG: You weren 't shocked and surprised that people were talking about sabotage 

AL: No, l think [ was flattened. I mean '59/60 was an odd point., I think you have to 

remember, J nearly left South Africa then. 

MG: Of just despair? 

AL: Yes, And probably browned off University. which is quite common the second year, 

and didn' t. 

MG: Where would you have gone? 

AL: Oh 1 I was going to come to Britain and bugger around. 

That was just. .. . 

MG: Thank God we save the world... Did you know Mike before hand. 

AL: Mike Schnider? No, never met him. 

MG: Interesting, he was a Cape Town. No 1 guess he must have ongmally staned m 

Johberg. 

AL: My memory is pretty foggy, but he certainly came to Cape Town. 

MG: Yes, he was in with Monty Burman and Monty of course of.lohberg, he came in 

first. 

Do they say to you, if you agree we will give you training? 

AL: Yes, or somebody will get in touch. I can' t remember the details. \ 

MG: And they would have put you in a ceJI with other people. 

AL: Yes. 

MG: Can you remember at all who the members of your cell was. 

AL: Mike was. 

MG: Oh! Mike was? 
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AL: Oh! yes, this was early, early on. 

MG: You didn't know his real name though did you? 

AL: No. 

MG: Quite interesting how the discipline was maintained for a fairly 

AL: He had explosives, as I remember. 

MG: He may drove up and down from Johburg. 

AL: I mean l may had a flat and 1 remember a number of them showing us how they 

worked. 

MG: So Mike was in there and was Lynn in your cell? 

AL: Yes, I think l recruited Lynn in. No, No, of course no~ it didn't come that way at 

all. Robert Watson so how they got out of Watson ' s 1 don' t know. 

MG: So she was in Watson· s cell? 

AL: I'm sony. r can ' t remember. 

MG: No that's all right. 

AL: How many were there in Cape Town? 

MG: Not many, maybe three, two at the mosL 

Eddy had a cell and he was in a cell with Watson I thought and Neville Hillman. 

AL: Yes, Neville was in his because he recruited Watson. 

MG: And l think he had action with Watson. Which didn't come off. He tells a story 

About climbing Chapman' s Peak and getting lost and losing a pistol up there and why 

Watson carrying a pistol , God only knows. 

AL: Did you ever contact Watson about this'/ 

MG: Nothing, I want to just ask you about that you know when we finish. 
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So we've got the cells that Mike you are in and we have got Eddy's Cell and maybe 

Dekellar was in 

AL: Yes Spike was in my cell, Stephanie was, r think. I think. so f recruited Stephanie 

And l think Elwood 

MG: Oh! That would have been quite a big cell if there were five of you. 
Schneider, Stephanie, 
AL: I can' t remember. 

MG: Okay, that will maybe be in the tnal records anyway. 

AL: 1 remember Spike, and Alan and I and maybe Stephanie once did a little city __ 

Around Lakeside. So I think that's right. Sooner or later knew that Dranbuck was 

involved, I don' t know when or how and we then met up with Robert Watson and Davis 

training. 

MG: But how can you remember the training? 

AL: Oh! he showed us how ... 

MG: l mean did you go out into the boonies? 

AL: Well first of all we did it with mock up in his house. Wrote and mocked detonators 

and bits of explosives, and then we did go out into the boonies. We went right up the 

mountain about Fi sham and set off an explosion in a cave. 

MG: Jnteresting! 

AL: But a dud(?) 

MG: But in those days quite far away from, of course fish hooks expanded enormously. 

So that was the basic training and you knew how to deal with dynamite but you didn' t get 

training in how to deal with plastics did you. 

AL: No we never got the plastics. They never arrived. 

Although, it did arrive, but we never used it, it was too late. 
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MG: But your basic training was with dynamite. 

AL: Yes, with jellied knives and detonators and circuits and timers. 

MG: And then in the next stage you go out on your first action. 

Is that vivid in your memory? 

AL: Could be. 

MG: Tell me a little hit about that, the preparations for it, the feelings around it. 

AL: Oh! We recondite it we identified it, we measured it. 

MG: Was that the railway? 

AL: Was that the first one? I was thinking, the one that I was thinkmg about was the 

Pylon near Summerset West It could have been the railway cable was the first one. 

And yes, maybe it was the railway cable first That was pretty straight forward_ 

MG: Was it scary? 

AL: I don' t remember fear. I remember excitement. 1 think that was ... 1 think ifl knew 

then what I know now, that was an interesting indication to me in looking back. 

MG: Of having mistaken kind of feelings about jt? 

AL: Yes, 1 mean I think , how can I put it. You ought to have fear, if it is realistic. And 

[ think there was a higher limit of acting, 

MG: And playing the revolution. 

AL; Playing the revolution. I mean it is clear to me that there was a higher limit. And 

that's why early when we were talking I think that this person that I mentioned should 

never .. .. 

MG: I can remember for years in tl1e 60's of having a fantasy of rescuing Mandela from 

Robin Island. 



AL: Which is as you know we had a fantasy of Sabookwcy. 

MG: Oh! it was Sabookwey that was the plan. And you were associated with that 

Al.: Yes, wel I we all were drew maps on how to do it. And it was Looney, it was just 

totally looney, the chances were zero. 

MG: The chances were zero weren't they? 

But it never got further than the planning. 

AL: Yes, and bits of paper and of course, it was a major plan with submarin~s, 1 mean it 

was four twenty-two years olds·thinking you know thafs what it was. 

MG: And was it associated with Lang' s boat? 

AL: I think it may have been. The boat may have had a role to play in it, but that was 

going to be a long way down the path. So we got no further than people sitting around 

saying wouldn' t it be ideal if ... 

MG: And it was (299 _______ Mandela, because Mandela was on the other 

side in a sense. 

AL: I'm pretty sure it was (301 _____ because look at the stress that happened to 

be directed. 

MG: I think you are right about that. 

So is that action, and is there anything memorable about the others? l think you your 

conscious about it in the station railway cables which was quite a spectacular. Those 

were blown were they. 

AL: Those were blown. We attempted the radio mast up above Hard Bay, it just didn 't 

go off 

MG: Now who participated in that above Hard Bay? 

AL: Eddy 

MG: That's right, I understand that Eddy and Watson did that, is that right? 

AL: No, I was up there too. Ohl yes, Eddy, one other and myself It could have been 
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Watson, it could have been Spike. 

MG: Yes, I'll have to look at Spike's account as well. 

AL: That didn' t come off 

MG: The explosives didn · t go off or the job. 

AL: Somebody made these very complicated charges. l think Jiggs designed them up 

and Johannesburg and sent down these particular metal canisters into which the 

explosives were packed so that when they blew they blew at a partjcular direction using 

very very heavy cable. 

MG: And that didn't work. 

AL: And then 1 think there were two sets of pylons. 

Yes, those are the four as I recall. 

MG: Those take place in 1963. I know it is hard to remember. 

AL: Yes. it could have been some in early I 964 as well. 

MG: Now what's going on in terms of the .... Can we stop a moment on th1s and go mto 

organizational structure and how it was supposed to be and how it actually was. 

It was supposed to organized in tenns of cells, and then was there a regional committee 

and the national committee. And who was on the regional committee in Cape Town? 

Do any names come back to you? 

AL: I'm sure Randolph, Eddy, and myself and maybe Watson for a while. He kind of 

floated in and out of the organization, 

MG: But you became fairly important in the Cape Town organization fairly quickly 

AL: Yes. And then also on the National Committee later. 

MG: And the National Committee consisted of, can you remember again names? 

Certainly Randolph. 

AL: Randolph, one of Schroeder's, the people from Austria. 

MG: Prager 

AL: Neville introduced me to the Prager's and she was certainly on the National 
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Committee. We stayed at her place. Randolph, I think Mike Schneider. 

MG: Eddy? 

AL: Yes. 

MG: And any of the other Johburg people? Hugh wasn't, Raymond wasn't. 

AL: I met Raymond there. 

MG: But r don' t think he would have been on the National Committee. 

AL: Well how did r meet him then? 

MG: Oh! okay_ 

AL: The people from Johannesburg who l met, who l wouldn 't thought to have met if 

they weren't on the National Committee were, Bourke, Raymond, Pragers, Mike, but J 

am foggy on this. 

MG: Yes. You never met Higgs did you? 

AL: Yes, 

MG: So he might have been involved too. 

AL: Yes. 

MG: So that's the theory. What about the practice? 

AL: That didn't catch it was much more sloppy than. 

MG: Because you wrote some papers on escape committees I remember [ found, it must 

have come out of a trail docwnent. So that on paper things looks, as they oflen do, much 

more rigorous and precise than in practice. 

AL: Much more. ft was a terribly small organization. It was a bit like the parliamentary 

committees reconstjtuting themselve::: as another form of people ____ must 

constitute ourselves as committee of the whole. My memory bas that sort of feel about it 

We did have escape procedure, but with the exception I think of Randolph, nobody 

followed it. 

MG: Yes. There was supposed to be an escape committee. Or a person on phone 

AL: Yes. 
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MG: But certainly Lynn didn't follow that when she phoned, you know when she left. 

She probably should have. Phoned a central person, but I suppose you get so flustered in 

those kinds of situations. So the committee's are very fluid, the cells at least? 

AL: Yes. 

MG: And there are no regular mee6ngs as a region or a committee? 

AL: Yes, there were. We met on the beach There's a story Allen Patton has in his 

biography. We were on a rock, Randolph, Eddy and myself I think and maybe 

somebody else and Allen Patton is on the beach a little way down and he says 

"they look like a (413 ______ , they've been too late and not much ..... 

And that was the kind of meeting we were having on the beach and that sort of stuff. 

MG: Now when you got to those meetings, l 've asked that later on, so this is a bit of a 

repeat. The discussion was mostly tactical rather than strategic. We've talked about thi s 

before. One question I have is, did the issue every come up of somehow tying up with 

the ANC and lnkontu because by that time you knew that Inkontu existed and there was 

the ANC or was it felt that this was a Communist control? 

AL: I can't remember clearly, but my bare memory was that there was talk of how we 

had some sort of contact. That's all I can remember. 

MG: But you don' t know of any attempts made in Cape Town at least because there 

were some attempts made in Johberg, particularly by Monty. 

AL: No, I can't even remember meeting any. 

MG: Of course, the thing is Cape Town was very weak. You know the ANC was very 

weak in Cape Town and Ink:ontu was very weak in Cape Town. Mostly significant of the 

trans sky and a little bit in Johannesburg and Cape Town so that might have been another 

reason. But I was wondering if that had been discussed? Because the future of the 

organization comes up at some point, and T think there is a debate takes place some time 

in 1964 about where are we going and what have we achieved. 

AL: Eddy in particular raised that. 
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MG: Yes. What were the sorts of things he was upset about? 

AL: lle always wanted to get out of it I always thought. Does that sound like .. .. 

MG: Yes, ,t does. I think you have said that before-. ln a sense I am trying to repeat 

things that l vaguely remember. 

AL: So 1 think there was a lot of thinking going on there. 

MG: But can you recall a meeting where people sat down and said you know "'what are 

we going to do with the National Committee or the Regional Committee .. 

AL: There must have been when we got up to Johannesburg. 

MG: But the outcome at least was to go on. 

AL: Yes, because the guy wa~ very strong about that. 

MG: About going on_ 

AL: Yes. 

MG: And that makes sense because in fact you at one point, well maybe you come back 

from Europe again. You basically drafted the statement by the ARM that it was now 

succeeding the NCR is a kind of a manifesto and I think you were the main drafter of 

that. And that would have been a signal that the decision of the organization was to go 

on and not sort of pack in 

AL: Yes. 

MG: By that time you were aware that you were not a mass organization and didn' t have 

rea11y didn ' t have close contact with the masses. Any memories about that being 

discussed at all? 

AL: There was surely some djscussion through Randolph with his connections with Tran 

sky but r didn 't ... 

MG: Because the idea was partly with Tran sky and then there was Barouke' s contact 

with the African Freedom Movement, with the Africans that were associated with that so 

called 

AL: These were people with non-seeking ... -
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MG: That's right, they were NC youth leaguers. But you never had any contact witl1 

them. 

AL: No, nothing with that kind l imagine other than the odd meeting we would have. 

From beginning to end at least my experience, we were local, worked on our own. 

Bourke and others may have contact to all broader political relationships from before. 

But the ARM acted on its own, it was small . 

MG: There was no National co-ordination clearly. 

AL: I doubt it. 

MG: Certainly not action over a left locally. 

AL: l'm sure sense that the ANC must regard us as something very small . 

MG: They succeeded in having a fair number of actions initially. A lot of them failed 

too. There training was not partict1larly effective either. 

The reason I ask the question is because in my mind l see you as the sort of person w ho 

would think strategically in that sense. And who would be very much aware from the 

NU SASS experience of having a base and maintaining it. NUSASS would have been 

nothing without those fifteen thousand or twenty thousand A politicals that we had in the 

organization. I mean it was certainly essential to keep them as a base for legitimacy. 

But you don·t recollect ..... . 

AL: I don ' t remember. 1 may have completely forgotten 

We may have talked about it. 

MG: Okay, fair enough. 

Let me just see my list here. We have covered background. We have looked at the 

University. Did I ask you about a NUSASS effect? 

AL: You didn't. But did you ask me last time? No you haven ,t. 

MG: But NUSASS, I think it's an obvious question in some ways. It must have bad an 

impact on you in terms of jobs . ... 

AL: Oh! yes, I' m sure, the contact with the (532-533 ___________ _ 
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f mean the sort of thing that really gave one experience so then we had to go and get 

Tavian Flambesa out of __________ , he was in big trouble. And we 

drove up one night a more than usual trail by the Special Branch and giving him the slip, 

and getting Tavvy off. 

MG: Where did you take him? 

AL: Back to Cape Town. 

MG: He left the country then didn't he? 

AL: That was later, 

MG: But it gave you a taste of doing that. 

AL: Yes, sometimes you got to do that. My memory, who knows how much of my 

memory you can trust. But my rnemo,y is that there were two things going on in me 

anyway, an one was a real political frustration that nothing was actually happening. And 

I think that merged with the need to be personally prominent. 

MG: To be prominent and start over again. 

AL: And I wasn't able to 

MG: Okay, let me take a look at that LP impact. 

You went to LiberaJ Party Schools didn't you? But the interesting point you make is that 

those were all focused on specifics. 

AL: I mean I learned liheraJism around what liberalism is about its philosophical, 

political analytical established in my twenties when I came to do my Ph.D. The 

Liberal Party had now become different enough from the CP and the Communist, 

they understood Marxism. We didn't, we bad nothing equivalent, nothing, they 

used to have me to do Jack Syphers at _______ Campus. They used to 

have workshops, where we had afternoon seminars. And we had nothing_, nobody 

enunciated liberal even social democratic or radical ideas or what they meant. We 

didn't debate. 
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MG: No. I agree with you. J think the closest I came to it was when we had that debate 

about having the universal declaration of human rights as a basis for NUSASS policy 

which we did in ' 56 or whenever it was. I think that was about the only introduction l 

had to a statement of Liberal being the main principal, but Liberal theory? 

AL: I mean, I think if there is one m~[or failing of Liberalism in South Africa, it is that. 

MG: That it didn' t have a solid theoretical base that we could call us on. Maybe that is 

one of the reasons why .... 

AL: And it became the feeling of it _ The feeling of it was that it was English speaking. 

South Africans! who thought racial discrimination wasn' t very nice, became more 

radical. There wasn' t a theoretical substance and the people who did have it we thought 

nuts. W.H. Hutt who wrote that book of Economics to Tell About You should go back 

and read that. 

MG: I should go back and read about that. 

AL: He is saying that you know Uberal principles are incompatible with racism. 

(618-620 speaking very fast here Magnus. I can't quite catch it all. Something about 

Capitalist economy? 

fundamental contradiction with the Cap1tahst economy. And intervention in the labour 

market on racial ground. But political _______ who were they? There 

weren' t any political _______ _ _ 

MG: Not in the organization. Not in the party. 

AL: Not outside the ________ _ _ _____ room speeches. Denis Cowan 

was thought a bit eccentric but the Foundation and creed of that book was . .. . go back and 
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read that. Then other political (632 __________ were ad.miring it, those 

on the right. Who was the sort of exponents of the Liberal position? Did it start coming 

out of H. Brooks? Brooks was all tied up with God and the politics of Christ, you know 

what I mean. 

MG: I must look at all that stuff 

AL: Edgar Brooks, Denis Cowan 

MG: You think Cowan eh!. You know that Cowan married an old girlfriend of yours. 

AL: Yes, she was here a week ago. 

MG: I heard that she was in Cape Town. 

AL: Yes, she's fine. 

MG: A lovely woman. 

AL: She knows she is, no we've kept in touch. 

MG: She's been married for a long time. 

AL: Oh! yes, she' s been married since 19 ... 

MG: And Denis must be nearly 90 years old, 85 

AL: Late 80' s I think. 

MG: 1le was with Rubin. He and she visited Neville and Neville said he was totally 

amazed at how much old Denis drank. He was totally sloshed at the end of the evenings, 

just having one scotch after another, which is pretty impressive for an 80 year old Prof. 

But that' s a very good point that it wrn be good to look at. And I suppose at that time 

you were involved with Social Democratic Movement that movement to make the 

Liberal Party, Social Democratic, so there must have been some more thinking, you know 

with the question of the land policy and an economic policy and so on. But it was an 
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incremental sort of approach to it wasn' t it . 

Ab I remember having no Political gurus and that is putting it crudely. I mean Monica 

Wilson is a wonderful Professor and she is influential. 

MG: But no one like Jack. 

AL: No one like Jack. Jack was head and shoulders above everybody. Maybe because 

he bad this eccentric confidence. But he was very helpful and l remember talking with 

him about these things. But there was no theory. Liberalism had no theory. 

MG: Okay, let's let that one go. 

AJ ,: It was moralist. 

MG: Yes and very very good on specific issues. Rather than on a sort of overall picture. 

And of course a poet and a novelist at the same time. So he'd express it quite 

wonderfully. I covered recruited, key meetings attended, training, organization or 

structure, I think Money provided I think was the other .. . Any memories on money 

provided? 

AL: Our money came from abroad. But ours was small amounts. 

MG: Members had to pay. 

AL: I think so. 

MG: THIS IS A CONTINUATION ON SIDE B OF THE INTERVIEW WITH 

ADRIAN LEFTWITCH. 

MG: Maybe just one last thing, just 10 tinjsh this off 

Looking back, l know this is sort of weak question to end up with, but I have asked 

everyone pretty much looking back - What do you think about it now? For instance 

Randolph is quite happHy «we were right'' and liberalism was basically, and I can see his 
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point. 

AL: Well he is mental but I mean, I don' t regret being involved ARF so far as it came 

from the sense of loathing what we saw around us. In so far as it was just a frustration as 

to what was being done to people . Whatever mix of motives . .. 

MG: Reuben says something I thought was quite interesting recently. He said, "You 

know basically there was nothing else we could do" 

AL: He' s right. 

MG: And I thought that picked up what a good number of people felt. 

AL: Absolutely. 

MG: So no regrets about doing it. Could it have been done differently? What might 

have happened? 

AL: We were not sufficiently professional . There was no way in which we were 

professional. But we were very young you know, who had experience? 

MG: No one had experience in underground work. 

AL: Nothing. 

MG: Monty knew something about it. 

AL: Not to some extent from the other side. But no, of course, l regret collapsing so 

terribly, but being involved in the organization. 

MG: No. 

But what Randolph says, it was very successful. 

AL: It was very successful in what it did. 

MG: And I think you make a point later in the tape, which r ve already got, that if you 

hadn 't kept a close piece of paper, which I take it was something dealing with explosives. 
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AL: Something dealing with reconnaissance. 

MG: And it was just a single piece of paper, that fluttered out of a book? 

AL; Tbey were just going through the bookshelf and there must have been 200 books 

on the shelf and it was in a book of political speeches. lf 1t hadn't been for that, there 

would have been nothing. We may have come adrift on some other reason, but that was 

what cracked it basically. 

MG: I mean the irony. 

AL: But you know we did one pylon twice. 

MG: That's right, f do remember that story too. That was a stupid ., . and that very back 

AL: We didn't go off, and we went back two or three nights later and it djd go off 

MG: Because you fiddled with it. 

AL: And something was not connected. 

MG: That's dangerous. 

AL: Apart from the fact that you could blow yourself up, 

MG: A small little matter like that! 

AL: When [ was arrested the security police (779 - sounds I ike Von Dace 

Said we were patrolling that road with 303~s. 

MG: Really. 

AL: Yes, patrolling that road with 303's and we were looking. 

MG: And we were going to fire if we saw anybody. 

AL: So Nevllle was right, there was nothing else. You either left the country or became 

a monk. 

MG:. Extraordinary 
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AL: Where was there to go? 

MG: Yes, there was no organization, the Liberal Party didn't seem to .... I mean it was 

doing pretty weU in a lot of ways. And for the next eight years it was amazing. I mean 

multi-racial and it was the only effective organization outside of the Black Sash which 

another '"Liberal Organization". 

AL: l think the difficult thing to reconcile, and 1 don't know whether this is true or not, 

is this that to live in South Africa, and just carry on as if there weren' t that stuff going on 

around you was just impossible. 

MG: No, it meant you had to blunt yourself morally completely. 

AL: I mean to become a lawyer or a doctor and live in pleasant surroundings in a nice 

house and have an income, how do you do it? 

MG: The only answer to that is, other people like Vensall, and Peter Brown and Chas. 

Goldstein and you know all those stayed and did make some difference after all. 

AL: Of course, but 1 mean it's in the psychological emotional.. but 1 remember. . 

You were saying how did l sort of move into the radical leftist position? I remember an 

instance when I was about 11 or 12. I used to go to clarinet lessons from (804- sounds 

like Arondigis, to the college of music and I was on the E4 bus. It used lo go from the 

grand parade along the main road to the College of Music. And 1 was upstairs I like to sit 

upstairs and I had my school blazer on and my tie and around me, because that bus went 

through a very poor part of Cape Town, through Woodstock Observatory then up. And l 

remember suddenly being aware, there was 1 with my clarinet, my blazer and my tie and 

these people arotmd me had bugger all. And the only way I could handle that was by 

taking my blazer off 



MG: That's really quite interesting. 

I wonder what psychologists would make of that? 

AL: But that sense, and you knew there was nothing you could do to join it. 

So, I think Neville is pretty straight on. 

MG: No, that's very interesting. That's something T want to think about a little more too 

It was a very strong eleven year old, they can feel very passionately about things. And 

see things in a very special way too. The eyes were opening up about society generally. 

AL; But not being able to deal with it, only by taking the blazer off. I'm not really part 

of them is what your saying. r don't want to be part of them. 

MG: A nice symbolic account. 

Adrian what else do I need to ask you. Looking back then, the lack of professional ism is 

what you have stressed. 

AL: Lacked the theory. 

MG: I suppose we could speculate from kingdom come whether the organization was 

bound to come to an end anyway. I mean the 60's were an impossible period for 

everybody. 

AL: It becomes a factor, we have no idea what would have happened 

MG: One of these days I would love to do it, is to just keep in touch with you on thee

mail. As to what you think the focus on this sort of thing might be. Because rm very 

much still ... 

AL: [ must read (838- sounds like Eddy May , properly again and see what he says. 

MG: Well he's quite interesting, the first couple of chapters are certainly drawn there" 

he' s got some interesting stuff The later chapters, are as l say, the discourse and stuff 
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dealing with the analysis of I can ' t read it anyway; it doesn ' t play much of a role with 

me. Or it doesn' t play any role actually. 

AL: There was a poem somebody once read earlier about "l ligh failure is better than 

Low Success". 1 mean in a sense this was ''High Failure". l mean other people, Eddy, 

Hughes, myself, Randolph from whatever weird, and we've all got those sexist 

predisposition with. I think those people might(849 speaking yery low and fast, you will 

likely know what be is saying. 

MG: Yes, I would say most of the people I have interviewed would have that very strong 

sense of unbearable and one has to do something if ones going to be oneself and live with 

oneself every day. 

AL: And you fe lt better. You felt better knowing that at least you were risking 

something, apparently. Well not apparently, no really. Let's face it everybody including 

myself, we paid. 

MG: Everybody did 

AL: I'm not going to apologize for that. 1 mean even though 1 collapsed and couldn't 

stay the pace. But costs for all of us. Whether you ended up inside or outside. Nobody's 

life was the same after. 

MG: No thafs absolutely true, everyone was turned upside down by it. 

Can T just run through this quickly? I was just looking. These were specific questions. 

Can you remember at all who brought the explosives down from Johburg? 
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AL: That was Mike. 

MG: It was probably Schneider. 

Were guns ever involved? Did they ever talk about guns? And guns would have been 

out. 

AL: Yes, we never had any training with guns. f think Watson tried to show us how to 

take a gun apart but we never used them never carried them. 

MG: I want to ask you something about Watson. I have asked you about ANC contacts, 

You said something about Watson contacting you and wanting you to meet a Canadian 

Journalist in 1965. 1 was wondering if his name might have been Peter Di Silverman. 

Ohl sorry this is another question altogether. 

There was a taxi driver you said who took you down to see the boat and you thought he 

was an ex army man. Who might have been the person in charge of the boat? 

AL: No 

MG: Yes, yes, nothing. I know that John Lang had a somebody who knew boats who 

was responsible for .. _ the boat of course was a bit of a mess when they bought it and they 

recoppered the whole hull which cost a Jot of money, to get it seaworthy. Then they did 

take it out into the Bay ofBisque and the storms were so bad there it was driven back. 

They were going to take it down to .. . . I had investigated the possibility of having the boar 

sent by boat down to the East Coast, but in the meantime, they tried to send it out and got 

as far as the Bay of Bisque and it never sailed again after that. 

AL: Did you see the boat? 

MG: Never. 

Rueben saw the boat. Did it look pretty shabby? 
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Au It was shit. 

MG: We've looked at what kind of meetings there were. Eddy wanted to pull out? This 

was another question that r had 

AL: Yes, and Spike did too. Did you speak to Spike? 

MG: Not this time. 

AL: But you have seen hnn. 

MG: He's always the same. He's always the same. He's still mventmg big casino's 

gambling games. He's obviously made a fair bit of money and he lives is Jakarta(?) 

He's got five acres there with horses. Beautiful Dutch gable house. 

AL: There•s the irony. For Spike thaf s what it means. 

MG: Spike actually says, talking about people, who came out of it the best way. 

apologized to him, 1 said to him, because he came to me at the NUSASS Congress, I 

think Leftwitch has been arrested and I think he will possibly talk and should I run? And 

I said to him Left-witch will never talk. I probably said something like you know ·'he's a 

little Lennon''. Take that as a compliment by the way, when l said that. I said "no J don't 

think you should run" 1 think maybe if they are trailing you, there will be problems. 

Which was very bad advice, for the very same night he was take off yeiling NU SASS 

save me, and 1 relt badly about that for at least twenty years. Then I saw him and I said, 

you I want to make an apologize sheet to you, do you remember our conversation at the 

NUSASS? He said yes. Well I said [ feel terrible about that. He said don't, he said that 

was the best advice I could have gotten. I said what do you mean. He said well, ifl had 

fled that night, 1 would never have been able to come back to South Africa. As it was, I 

was sentenced. And he didn 't serve very long because his Pa was pulling all sorts of 
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strings and he said well after I served I could stay in South Africa, and that was better for 

me. So that's the way he viewed it 

AL: ls he all right then? 

MG: Yes, 1 gather_ Randolph has seen him fairly regularly. 

AL: Randolph has been wonderful, he has kept in touch with everybody 

MG: Yes, he has been temfic. Spike' s quite right wmg now. 

AL: ls he. 

MG: Yes, he is not interested in politics really and he doesn't like government 

particularly. 

Did you know a US Consul in Cape Town who took a great deal of interest in us? 

AL: Yes. 

MG: And what was his name? and what did you make of it? 

AL: He didn't take an jnterest in us, and he djdn' t know about us. 

MG: He didn' t. J thought. I can't remember who J heard this from, that there was this 

Vice-Consul who was meeting people. 

AL: He was a political officer for the embassy and he was meeting us in NUSASS and 

he was meeting Liberal Party people and Randolph knew him. He was just doing his 

political stuff. And I think he gave reports on stuff and political situations which he 

didn' t understand. 

MG: His name wasn' t Millard Shirley by any chance? 

AL: No, rm sure I met him four or five years ago. 

MG: Was he ever in the Foreign Office, the Foreign Service? 

AL: No I think he runs a private consultancy in Washington. 
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MG: I just mark him down as Washington, I was going to follow thal up. 

AL: I'll try to remember, but Randolph would remember as well. 

MG: Oh! will he. I'll be going out 1o lunch with Randolph later anyway. 

AL: Give him my greetings. 

MG: lie said, by the way, wannest greetings as well. 

How many cells we've covered. Silverman I've asked you about. 

AL: What happened to Silverman? 

MG: r ve been trying to find him. 

AL: Who did he work for? 

MG: Someone thought he was an academic. So I've looked at the list of academics in 

Canada, but actually I couldn ' t tell from that. f didn't now what bis first name was. And 

then Rueben told me he thought it was Peter Gaye so I'm going to check it. 

AL: He died. 

MG~ Peter died. So 1'11 try that again. 

Now, what can you tell me about Watson? Look at what the facts are that l have on him. 

The so-called facts that I have that he was born in South Africa as weJI as Britain. That 

he was educated a Bishop. 

AL: Don' t know that. 

MG: That he had been a SAPPA or a paratroop. 

AL: Paratroop that's what he told me. But they could be both 

MG: That he had served in Cyprus as well as Malaya. 

AL: Yes, both. 

MG: Now that's good to know 
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Someone said that he may have been with the Military Mission in Washington. That 

sounds like Rueben to me. 

AL: (982) Magnus he is saying one word here that J cannot make out. 

MG: That he got a B.A. in Cape Town. 

AL: Yes. 

MG: So he would have been quite old. Because l have hnn born in 1932. He was 32 m 

1964. 

AL: Yes he was, 

MG: When would he have gone to Cape Town, what year? 

AL: Around about two or three years before then whfoh would have been around 1960. 

I mean I never saw him on the campus, but. . 

MG: Then someone said that he did two years of engineering at Vitz. 

Not a clue eh! I think I might have got that from Eisenstein . 

I'm calling every Watson in the London book and it' s my last attempt at this, because 

I've spent days trying to track this guy down. For even if I found him in the army lists, 

which I couldn ' t, it wouldn't help me now. The closest l 've come to him is the LSE the 

Alumni Association had him on their list and they then sent a letter to the Robert Watson 

who started at LSE in 1965 or 66, but I never got a reply to that. They wouldn' t give me 

the address, obviously. 

Could he have served in Jordan as well? 

AL: I don ' t know. 

MG: Then I have him worked for a County Authority in the 70' s. The Welfare Dept. of 

Batchford. And 1 know that he was with Nalgo in the 60' s. 
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AL: Nalgo, that's the one 1 remember. There was a report that he was involved in 

Zambia. 

MG: Yes, someone saw him on T . V with Zimbabwe I think. He was with one of the 

Zanu or Zapuk. 

AL; And they warned off him. 

MG: Oh! were they. That's interesting. 

AL: But I don ' t know whether you have gone further with this. but I would be very 

shaken if it were shovm otherwise, but we were penetrated and T don ' t think Watson was 

it. 

MG: The others don 't think so either. I think it is Neville that feels it most strongly, but 

he may. 

AL: He would have got. .. I mean he had everything. 

MG: And he had everything until 1964, because he skipped in ' 64. 

AL: He was the only one who acted professionally. 

MG: He and Randolph. lmmediately they heard they left immediately. 

AL: Yes. 

MG: It was quick thinking on both of their parts, and Schneider of course. 

AL: Mike went out the front door. 

MG: Yes, l know. 

AL: Did you get to speak to Mike? 

MG: I'm trying to get him. You know that he is now in New York. There was a big 

article a couple of years ago. Did I tell you. 

AL: Mike was in Israel. 
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MG: Yes, but he moved and he works with the Jewish not the Jewish Agency, it's called 

the ..... I've got a little clipping here I'll show it to you. But there was an article a couple 

of years ago about the high salaries that the heads of various foundations were getting, 

and guess who was the highest paid Foundation Executive in the United States. 

Mike, 350,000. a year. Talk about too little 

AL: Mike was very _____ , he was a real tremendously strong streak. 

MG: Well Jam writing to him, because I got a letter of introduction from Hillary Much. 

A nice letter. 

AL: How is she? 

MG: She's terrific. She's in London. A very nice women, really. 

AL; Well he was in the organization, wasn' t he? 

MG: He was, he died. He had a heart attack years ago. No one seemed to like him 

AL: A strange fellow. 

MG: Ronnie. I le wrote about it, which I've got a copy of 

AL: Did he, l haven't read it. 

MG: I haven't read it yet either. I'm not sure that ifs a best seller, it's a novel. 

AL: Jonkie wrote a novel too didn·t he. 

MG: Now Jonkie's novel is rather good. You were the central figure. 

AL: I don't think it' s good for that reason, but it doesn't always work 

MG: How did he treat you in the novel, I can>t remember 

AL: He had me killed in the end. 

MG: Oh! did he. But does he treat you with some sensitivity? 

AL: Yes. 
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MG: I mean you didn' t cringe when you read ... , 

AL: No there was some fairly nasty sort of psychological swipes but no, don 't let that 

delay us 

MG: What happened after the trials? You left and you came to the United States. right? 

AL: No, I was three weeks in Johannesburg, then I came to London, then I went to the 

States and f worked on a fann for 16 years. 

MG: f remember that you had to help stud horses do their studding. 

AL: Yes, so I stayed with Francis Wilson there in Virginia, in Charlottesville. Then I 

came back and I taught school in Shropshire, 

MG: Oh! really, I didn' t know about that. 

AL: And then r headed off to Simon Fraser and then I came here to York. 

MG: Then L must have seen you when you were on your way back to York to England. 

Okay. The journalist we have talked about I've asked you about your parents. The thin 

suitcases that Lynn had filled with documents, right? 

AL: No, No. Explosives. Explosives, detonators and documents. There wasn 't much. 

MG: Because you know, I think if I counted them up, there were 60 or 80 documents 

that the ARM produced that I got out of the UNESA file. Interesting. I mean there is 

stuff on the situation in Southwest Africa and l don' t know if you .... , . 

AL: f'd like to see it. 

MG: Well rn show you the list if you like. Because there may be some of it. .. .. Some 

of it [ had to dictate because it was unreadable in copies. Some of it is like the escape 

stuff you wrote. Some of it was how to deal with interrogation as well . 

AL: Yes, well we picked that up from someone else. 
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MG! Yes. Was that from Kirk Dancey? Kirk was very interested in that stuff. 

AL: ls he alive still? 

MG: Yes, I saw him just six months ago. 

AL: Say hello to him for me. 

MG: I will, he goes back to Cape Town for six months of the year actually. Merrfok is a 

really super woman. A bit stuffy. 

AL: Yes, she was. Bu1 she was a very ... 

MG: But good values. 

AL: He ran an experiment in the Psychology Lab about Social Confinement(?) 

MG: Which you participated in? Oh! I read the account How did you react to that? 

Let me be brutal. Were there any intimations of . .. That you might have .... 

AL: No, I don' t think it was the enclosure that cracked me . ... 

MG: But that is what he was looking at being enclosed. And you came out of it. .. 

AL: 1 think so, r remember seeing him aftef\lvards or speaking about this and he said no 

on the basis of those he didn't expect me to crack. But I don't think I cracked because I 

was solitary. That wasn•t it at all. 

MG: And the experiments, how could they even simulate cracking . . . 

AL: They would just put you in a room for a weekend. 

MG: For a whole weekend, wow. That could be quite .. I think I would get a little 

nervous in that. Nothing to read, just sitting. 

AL: Yes.. 

MG: Interesting. But you coped with that. 

AL: I think so, yes 
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MG: Ad.nan, I think that's it. Thanks for everything, I really appreciated being able to 

go over that again. 

AL: I think it's a threshold over which you decide more or less cautiously to move and 

the threshold is from safety to danger. And we are not just talking about a little danger, 

mega danger. Personally I went over that threshold without really understanding myself 

MG: This is interesting, when you say the threshold, you mean that most people sort " in 

the nonnal situation" no when there' s a waJI that says ·<you go beyond this wall and your 

in big trouble, and you crossed that threshold. 

AL: And going into an organization of this kind you do. ft 's exactly what you do. Once 

you are into that organization you do, and with South Africa the cost was very high. And 

people paid for it. John Harris through to Eddy. 

Now I often asked myself there were so many people who actually were treating me like 

shit when 1 came out of South Africa, understandably, I' m not .... Who never put 

themselves in any danger_ But were willing to make the judgement. They should have 

known. But the whole avalanche of people who left South Africa. 

MG: The Trapedoes, and the .. . 

AL: Yes, but the thing was they didn ' t put themselves at risk and rightly. And why 

djdn"t they. I think the reason is and I think why, I don' t know how true this is. But in a 

fundamental way I felt that "Actually, that wasn' t our struggle" 

If you were black and buggered around by apartheid, it sure as hell was a struggle. 
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If you were Jewish and not a gentile it was sure as hell as strug11e. 

[f you were a Christian in the South of the Suddham or _________ _ 

It was a struggle. 

What is the position of those. Do you .. comfortable 

Could travel. But you cried with the oppressed and cross the border. And some people, 

Alby. Hugh and others who did cross the border, paid the price. Now that's another area 

why did they do H. But in a fundamental way T wonder whether it was that. 

MG: How would you put that a little differently? Articulate that for me under our 

struggle. I think I've got what you meant, but put it in different words. 

AL: Well the whole thing makes you think all the time, why we did. Why did we take 

up the capsule. Was it our struggle? 

MG: Of course, later on in the 70's and early 80's there was a big debate about whether 

we should or shouldn't be doing the whole thing in NUSASS. But that ' s not what you 

are thinking. 

AL: No, I' m saying, personally, the period, psychologically, emotionally, was it our 

struggle. 

MG: Tn the sense that because we were white it could never really be. 

AL: Yes, it couldn't be. 

Aod therefore what stampeded and it should have been in the book. As you lived 

happidly and raised money, and supported it, they were doing wb.at they ought to be 

doing. 

MG: But what about the Communists then? 

AL: Well in a sense you are into that strength that someone like Alby had. Which comes 
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deeply from a kind of sense of universality . ff you haven' t got that or Christianity 

MG: What do you hang on to. 
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