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J: I saw quite a lot of Normall, l was aJways very fond of him uh, 

T: You didn't f~el betrayed or anything like that, 

J: No, no, no, I don't suppose I feel betrayed by a 

excepting that it seems to me that I had to make my peace with Dave and 

I did make my peace with Dave and I think that Harry had to make some 

peace with me and Harry has chosen not to make it, 

T: Well all I can tell you and this is all scuttlebutt and secondhand is 

that he is incredibly uncomfortable about whatever he din and T suspect 

it's that whole business of saying he wouldn't give evidence but he 

obviously d1dn ' t go as far as people who did terrible things like uh 

Lloyd particularly and uh and uh Lethbridge so uh it may be that . 

John, very qui~kly, uh what about in prison itself, it was quite a 

unique experienc~ with that group of people, I guess you must have had 

a hell of a political education, ________ , close friends, 

J: Well there are two points to make about prison, if the Br~nch was 

really machiavellian, if they had actually released me without charging 

me I think I would have been a really bad psychological case, I think I 

was in a very bad state, 

I: Oh really, 

J: Uh I would have been completely devAstated because I mean obviously not 

only had I been picked up , I had talked, I'd given them David's name, I 

dropped myself in it and and the face of it we hadn't achieved terribly 

inuch and I really do think it took me a long time to come out of the 

~hole interrogation process, 

t: Of what, sort of being raped by that or? 
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J: Yea, I mean I, I was given well I mean ever since I'd been interrogated 

to the absolute uh embarrassing my childrf>n Hh I cried while t W-'3.S 

being interrogated and ever since then I've cried it seem$ to me it's a 

great thing to do and obviously having been brought up in that grea• 

mach1avellian tradition that little boys don't cry I ' d suppressed a 

part of me I mean I go to, I sit here and watch 

my children are used to it all, 

and 

J: Tears streem1ng down my face uh I also used to be very prim and proper, 

I never used bad language and I've not used anything else since I mean 

it released all sorts of black bile in me but the important thing about 

prison I meRn what strikes you about prison as someone who goes in iR 

uh as Dave had occasion to say once when we were awaiting trial 1n 

Durban, he and I were the only people who had ever none anything, 

everybody else was innocent, there were young people who thought that 

we we were guilty of something and given what we supposed to be because 

there wasn't all that much but uh it ' s a most debilitating experience 

i n the sense that t:he only way in which prisons are rnn, I don ' t know 

vby this should be said but it is said, they're run Jn a some sort of 

authoritarian 

1: 

J: And the thing about the military system is that you get the disc1pl 1ne 

that you take away any kind of initiative, you can ' t take away any 

sense of self so that what you've got is a lot of prisoners who obey 

orders and then they don't obey orders they 

________ _______ and there is this total , what, 
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isolation, prisoners are not encouraged either by the 

or by the to establ1sh any kind of personal relation I 

mean any notion of trust j11st isn ' t there I mean you know it's the 

beginning of any kind of personal relationship so that you can have a 

relationship I mean you can fuck them, you ran play with them, you can 

do whatever you w;int to do with tl1em but it is a yo11 know it's it's, if 

there ' s any reciprocity it's the immediate reciprocity, now it was th2 

decision of the prisons, it wasn't 

to keep the political 

but they ~ere going 

together and honestly 

it was, it was from our point of view the most important thing that 

happel!ed, 

I: tmportant decision, yea, 

J: Because it was an assumption that we had that everything 

living without therefore there were certain things you couldn't talk 

~bout, you couldn't talk about people outside, you couldn't talk about 

events outside but here we were a group of politicals who for whatever 

reason were inside we had notions of what the world •as about and what 

South Africa was about uh this we could discuss I mean if they wanted 

to charge you with conspiracy to change South Afric~, they were quite 

willing uh it was a political education 1n that way if you were 

actually beginning to talk to uh people not about whether yon were 

going to go out and do jobs but really you know what t.he basic issues 

were and there were a lot of quite interesting arguments about it, we 

were all studying, a lot of us, I mean we were a lot of, you know, 
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I: 

J: 
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If you read Rugh Lewyn's book I 1nean we were basically a group of white 

intellectuals and we were not all that uh down, 

sabbatical, 

I was the exact median age of the group, I was right in the middle, and 

I was 32 when I went in and I'w with three children, I'd done search, 

I've held down jobs, I was some sort of academic -----------
so that there was a pool of information there and there was a pool of 

political information and clearly what we faced up to, what the prison 

faced us up to was that obviously we had made some bloody awful 

mistakes and some very elementary mistakes, 

I: All of you, 

J: Oh yes, 

I: 

J: Oh yes I mean and in any case the great 

mistake was that we had thought that this was going to move the 

political process forward and it didn't so okay _______ _ what 

was wrong because this kind of thing, I think that there was a great 

deal of openness, and great deal of wjllingness to look at ideas to, to 

talk about ideas and we came out very different from the way we went 

in, I remember that Payton said to uh to Dave Evans that uh, speaking 

to me I sounded very sassy, uh, 

I: You sounded sassy, 

J: Uh well you know, 

1: 

J: Five years of that kind of thing uh actually for the first realizing 

what it was like being an Afrikan in South Africa, look, we fought 
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about things like visits, I had one half hour visit in the first s j x 

months I was in there, 
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J: I had one five hundred word letter which read, I had to count the 

address in, it was that kind of thing, fighting about letters, fighting 

about privileges, being told that in Parliament they said t hat we're 

being treated like everybody else _____________ being 

al most uh defenseless in the face of this ovular thing I mean very 

early on, we were in this African prison, they processed these Africans 

in the yard outside , if you came and looked out and there were all 

these naked men hiding their cocks because this is culturally what they 

should do, beiug processed through, and one of us was delegated to go 

and uh complain to the head of the prisoner party and we said we didn't 

think prisoners should be treated like that, ~how do you know they're 

being treated" 

I· ro see them treated, 

J: twas this close to the line of the slaughter and I said because I 

could hear it and he said, what did you hear? 

transpired, I'd stood on my table to look out and this was an offence, 

they eventually became much much more clever about this uh you know, 

I: rhey sealed off your windows at one point didn ' t they? 

J: Well no that was really in winter because it was so fucking cold , the _ 

gets really cold 11h, 

I: 

J: Uh well it's even colder, uh no, I mean in that sense it wasn't as very 

important I mean I came out, well , we all came nut of prison uery 
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different from what we'd gone 1u, uh look, I don ' t know, something 

really did happen to me under the interrogation, I haven't yet worked 

out what it is hut something inside me broke, 

J: Oh absolutely , I, I'm quite clear on that and there was a mending 

operation, 

I: 
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J: Oh absolutely I mean something psychologically inside me, I don ' t know 

it ' s not just that I cry more easily, there ' s my whole attitude 

to people basically and also to things like my work, I no longer apply, 

I never applied myself as I did before I went in, now I'm not sure what 

I: l condition of some sort? 

J: Oh i t was that also it knocked I mean Thad no desire, I had no desire 

whatsoever to be political other than I'm as political as I always was, 

I'm interested in things but T have no desire for leadership I have no 

desire to stand in and take decisions uh you know it's, it ' s also I 

mean it ' s the attitude to to uh the Republic generally, I think what is 

happening now is significant not because of it ' s happening but because 

of its potential, well I said last night that a table has been cleared 

so that these people will negotiate bnt the success of those 

negotiations depends, 

I: ________________ can negotiate about it 

J: Vea okay but I mean it means using power, 

l: sure, 



7 

J ; And gaining power which are two important things but T have residually 

been given the feeling of impotence which we had 

in prison uh this feeling that 11h there is, it's not going to be __ _ 

it's going to he a tak1ng over, 

and so much has happened that that 1s going to be a year 

I was 32 when I went in and insofar as prison built up my political 

muscle I was on the side of history, if I go back in five years, five 

years time when things go sour I'll be 64 and I will not be on the side 

of history, 

I: ~ever be a part of history, that's interesting, 

J: And uh I've made my life here now and now I'm going, I'll go baGk and 

visit but I'm, I'm not going back because I think there's a long haul 

struggle here, 

r~ 

J; I wish, I wish then every, and I wish for liberation whatever one may 

mean by that I mean by that _________ and I am not averse 

experience of Eastern Europe to the State taking over, a11 

sorts of, I, I would buy all of those things but look there are so many 

expectations which have been thwarted for so long and which cannot be 

J11et immediately and it is going to be 

and I'm just too old for that 

I've lost 

________ whatever happens 

I mean to that extent 

I: Well it put things in a very different perspective didn't jt because 

there you were facing life in death pursuit when everything else after 

that must seem in some ways uh a significance to some degre~ you know I 

mean you're really on the edge in that kind of situation, there's a 
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real, it really is a life and death choice as you say when you were on 

that window sill you were closer to it than most of us ever get to it, 

maybe that changes the whole perspective on the significance of 

everything else, 

J: I suspect uh I suspect also that uh in a very peculiar way it actually 

altered your attitude I mean I'm not interrupting in general because 

one doesn't look at people in general but out of your way to the way in 

which we conduct personal relations, 

I; Yea, 

J· The tact that I broke down and cried and still cried means th~t I'm 

prepared to admit a vulner~bi]ity which previously, 

I: 

J: Previously I didn't admit to and it's the first step onto either 

brooding or sustaining any kind of relationship, it was very 

interesting when I came out uh the kids were so small when I went in, 

J; 

J: 

Yea, 

Jonathan says he remembers me but he's not _______ , Patrick 

couldn't even speak, he was only eighteeu months, when I came out 

,Jonathan was what, he was, he had turned ten, he was ten plus, uh Erica 

was eight , Patrick was what, six, seven, and I was the man who'd come 

in from the cold, there was, there was a big question as to whether I 

was going to come home or not I mean there had been talk of a divorce 

while I was in prison and uh I hadn't wanted it but Ursula bad and I 

said I wouldn ' t abuse it but I didn't want it, so I mean in~ sense, 

T: Ursula was starting to build another life for herself , 
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J : The relationship had broken, if not beforehand, the fact that it 

happened crystallized it and it didn't happen and I came back and J h~d 

to , I didn ' t actually resume a relationshjp for us, there were t oo many 

complications but it was with the children, I mean literally begjnning 

al] over agajn it was a 11h a m\1ch, it was a difficult one but in my 

personal life I mean _______ th~ other day met a friend from 

schooJ, yon know I would be very hard put to say, I mean I ' m very 

~t school with certain people and so they are with me, I wouldn't call 

any of them friends, 

I: friends. yea, 

J: I didn't make friends all that easily in my early life , I have since 

now why thjs should be I don't know, maybe the loss of ambition _ __ _ 

public sense has actually turned one in, 

I: 

J: It therefore sounds so you know you are saying priso11 i s a great thing 

and being interrogated produces an attitude, it isn't, one was 

traumatized 1n some sort of way, I, I get like a passion when I read 

about these peop] e who were you know had to go to clinics and so on b11t: 

~h nevertheless it ' s like you know ____________ I ~ean 

there is something ________ , I don't have it often but I still 

occRsionally have dreams and th•t my current dream is this 

man sitting there watching you literally breaking up all you are and 

doing nothing about it, 

I: Giving no human comfort at all, 

J: Nothing at all, 

! : 
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J: I mean it's very interesting that wall I suppose one does find physical 

violence difficult to handle because I've never been the kind of person 

that went and picked quarrels and brawls, you know, so physical 

violence I would I think fjnd difficult to handle partly because you're 

so astonished uh but this psychological, yea, something, something 

happened, 

1: You remember that much more than being kicted in th~ balls, 

J: We11 absolutely, absolutely, and also nh no, prison, I mean okay so 

your, your, the privations, God I was hungry for the first three years 

twas just hungry all the time, 

I: Ts that a common experience? 

J: Ob yes, look, there just wasn't enough food 1 mean the way in which 

prisoners they don't have to die right? they 

these prisoners had no 

other means, you cut off a slice of meat, what they used to do is we 

used to get sugar in little bowls, what they'd do is they used to take 

off just a scraping of sugar and then drop water onto it so that it got 

heavy so that if it was weighed it was of great quantitud~ uh, 

I: That was the 

J: Uh we were learning to live with a bowl of sugar in your cell at night 

which if you ate it the next morning you didn't have enough sugar to 

put on your porridge, the only thing ther~ was enough of 

________ right, and if you didn't get en~ gh of that down you 

were not going to last the day and that kind of discipline uh and uh 

it ' s irksome I mean it's not so much that people 

it ' s that this enormous fact uh something very interesting you know 
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there was this experiment that we were put into Central, was prisoner 

of the integrity, that's tht ways they used not ours, 

T: Vho were prisoners of integrity? 

J: God knows but there was, 

I: 

J: There was a lot of no, no, no, no, in 

Central, there was obviously a lot of input in the business department, 

the man called, God what is his name, Okum, he's, Okuro was the 

autonomous shit ______________ , I mightn't hang somebody 

but I certainly in his case would stand aside while somebody else, uh I 

think he's dead, he was 1n charge of security, and he ' d certainly sold 

something t o the Minister, he had tbat special little department, he 

comes out very badly if you've been reading books about 

[ mean he went in you know really threw his worth around, 

used to throw his worth around with us too, indirectly _______ _ 

T, Yea, 

J: And this decision to put us into Central was an attempt to break down 

Okum's power okay, 

I: Ohhh, 

J: And uh oh Sacred God that was something, that was something strange, 

but we had been told if ever we wanted something we had to put in, I'd 

,rritten requests, and we learned very quickly that they would deny 

________ so we got caught, and because we were allowed to study 

we had paper, so we brought this habit to Central and you know, people 

vould come up to us and say, oh my God you 



12 

-------------------, and he'd say, put in your 

request, in the six months we were there we must have flooded Central 

with paper because this is the way we thought the s ystem operated, I 

mean that's not the approximate reason for our being moved I mean the 

approximate reason was because of assassination but there must have 

been you know they ' re used to shouting at people and 

the prisoners shout back and ___ ______________ I mean 

we weren ' t very early for instance uh there was somebody pensioned, 

they caught him giving him meals, two or three 

meals uh and if you sassed an officer you'd get meals, well uh you 

don't have to accept that one, when you got asked to be put on a charge 

okay, uh a charge means that you appear before this ____ in court 

and you can't even prevent it, they didn't want 

~s to see anybody from outside and they quickly quieted as we did but 

Lf we refused somebody ' s punishment 

Lf you were put on a charge you had to see a lawyer, who had to be out, 

within sight but out of sound of prison officers, anyway we learned you 

know to write words on pads and to talk about things so our recording 

wouldn't make any sense, they didn't want us to see a lawyer, therefore 

they couldn't put us on trial, therefore 

punishment, 

I: They had no punishment, 

J: They had no punishment, and of course unlike most of the 

we at least had some sort of uh appreciation of the situation, how far 

you could take it, when you were told to do something you would 
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and say, is that a _____________ _ you know, 

is it a needle order, 

I: Yea, 

,J: We could infuriate them! Uh but you ' d say, look I mean I can't, and uh 

I: 

J: 

1n that sense and also over the years we developed between us and sort 

of you know ways of organizing these things and uh eventually they left 

us very much alone. Jock Strachan was the only person that I know who 

~as put on uh state ____ and that is because you know it was the 

second time around after those 

what they did was they raided 

and charged him on the tapes which weren't public but that's another 

story, tth he slipped a message to Brown which was a trap, he was the 

only one of us who was uh put on state 

amount of us who were flogged 

____ and there was a certain 

it was, it was the most sinister instrument I've ever seen, 

l: You said you saw it actually? 

J: Oh it used to be standing around the exercise yard, 

1: The yard, 

J· They, in Durban, 

I: They flogged people in the yard, 

J:: '!'hey flogged people rn the yard, I mean, in the prison you could hear 

them when they were flogging the Africans and 

or worse so that 

because no parole, we didn't expect it I mean I really in the long run, 

we didn't expect it, you did 1,826 days and that was all there was to 
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it, but in the meantime you'd actually built up an enormous amount of 

interesting relationships with political people uh uh it was important 

to me that Dave and I were to be together because we were friends 

beforehand and it was very important that we could talk to each other 

and be was to a certain extent I 

I: Yea, you weren't in the same cell with Dave were you? 

J I don't think Dave and I were in together, he and I were together 

because you know we had to be two up 

and two, two participants uh this uh you 

can't be two men in a cell, you had to be three, 

J: You had to be three that uh what that to prevent sexual uh, concourse, 

J: Yes, yes, yes, yes, 

I: Oh really, what that uh, 

J: Oh uh this is what we were told uh I can't say 

or maybe that they ___________ _ two men, two people in a 

and I mean one of cell 

the _______ _ about ______ _ specialties ________ _ 

local, we __________________________ , we were 

three men to a cell and we had mats and we had cupboards, we could 

study on tables and so on, we used 

I: Oh no, that's extraordinary, 

J: we could live in and of course they would sing 

and dance __________________ _ pissing in the pot and 

so on but of course we we none of us had clothes until th~y 
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______________ which was the last year of of my stay 

there, 

I: Extraordinary, how did the Africans survive? 

J: Vell the Africans survived, it was during , it was ----------
put to the commander of the prison that, is it true that 1n his prison 

double, and he sa1d 1 oh African prisoners always 

that's very like running 

there's no furniture, 

you know 

1: 

J: So everything just 

r: 

J; And the Africans of course got all the time and 

of course, 

I: 

J: In the, we were away from March to when was -------------
I: Yea, '65 or 1 66, 

J: I 66 / 

I: Vea, 

J: From March to November what have you ____________ who was 

in Central and in that time with the exception of East~r Week 

ironically they hanged people every week, there were executions every 

week, now of course they took place in the prison, nowadays they've 

moved them to a special prison which they were building while we were 

in -------------------- and of course, 

I· You, you were, you noticed this just because of the whole thing, 

? 
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J: Oh no we, look, uh most of the ____________ are African, 

I; 

they sang all the time, they were the only Blacks in that prison, that 

was an exclusively Black prison . Uh, on the morning of executions we 

got working on the pipes after they'd flick on the lights, you would 

then have 

I mean you had to keep the place spotless, 

J: Uh they would then lel you out and you would go and d11mp your pot, you 

~ould then go and get breakfast and you would come back and eat in the 

cell, if you were ill it was a great ploy, you handed in your cards 

saying you had to see the doctor which meant you got a whole morning 

off work because the doctor only arrived at ten and yo11 scoured off, 

you were supposed to be working and then he'd look at you and then you 

would be taken _____ _ workshop, but on the night before 

executions they would announce that if you want to see the doctor you 

have to see, hand in your card the next morning and c~ll him 

immediately which meant the doctor was there and the doctor was 

everywhere ________________ and you could also hear I 

mean the singing, the crescendo, was enormous, and they hanged people 

j11st about the time that lights went on, you could hear them being 

moved out of the ________ cells and as they reached the, that 

would be the the northern end uh the southern end of the Greek cross, 

the sound just penetrated the whole prison and then it got muffled. 

When we were together we looked out from the outside because yo11 could 

see them at tbe end of this Greek cross and thtn there was this real 

macabre thing the, everything we did in prison we were counted, we 
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would be told to stand to for workshops uh we being inlellectuals never 

did any ____ jobs inside we were all sent off to the workshops to 

work in the workshops. ~s you went through the the door you were 

counted, you went out in two's, yon had to go in two's, you then 

marched round the outside of this building which were playing fields 

all dusty playing fields, you then had to go and be searched which 

meant you took everything you had out of your pockets and they felt as 

high as or as deeply as they thought was necessary, you would then form 

up in the workshops again in two's and we went through this little 

gate, there you would be counted and then you would be marched into the 

workshops, but this little gate on the one side of the gallows and the 

other side of the mortuary, on the morning of the executions we used to 

get standing there oh for anything up to one and a l1alf, two h011n: and 

when you marched through where they counted you you could see the 

sawdust that had been trickled on the steps corning up from the 

mortuary, it was at least two maybe three stories high and I don ' t what 

the internal mechanics of it were uh but we waited there nntil you 

heard the whatever it was that took the bodies away therefore I mean we 

we just nad to wait and you would listen to the conversation 

they would remember ''old 

tX" right, who'd broken out of prison and got a 

and then he'd gone to visit his mates in Johannesburg and be didn't 

money so he and 

somebody said, you'd better take a gun just in case, I mean there, one 

day the gun went off, oh you know 

I mean it was talked about as a matter-of-fact thing, 
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I: This is among the Black prisoners, would, 

J: No these are the Whites uh we were never 

I: Oh this is among the White Banditi, 

J: The Banditj who who mates of theirs who ' d been hanged, 

I: Hanged, yea, 

J: 

I: 

Well if the Black were only heard you never saw them, 

All the Black prisoners were sort of them off in a 

sense, 

Oh yes because they were, they were so advanced T mean 

that had to be hanged I mean and so that how long 

they spent in the condemned section I don't know, uh, they also had 

peculiar clothes, none of the clothes they had had buttons, they had 

little ribbons which they used to tie their jackets together with, 

I: Yea, like hospital ones, 

J: Yes, yes, yes, and there was, one Black man was certainly executed 

while we were there because there was an intercom system in Pretoria 

Central and they used to play records and uh they played records you 

know and uh Lay Down Your Bead Tom Dooley and something very 

encouraging uh and you know they wished him well wherever he was going, 

I: 

J: 

You mean oh the intercom, 

_________ and there was one of gangland 

murders from London was there and we used to watch fi l ms every second 

Saturday you, you could see films and uh he was smoking cigars because 

you could smell the cigar smoke ________ , I think he was 

eventually freed but I don ' t think he was actually hanged and they'd 

moved that whole thing, they'd moved it 



______ which is behind the prison they'd hollowed out 

something they called 
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I: Oh really, 

J: But that, and what struck me about 

they're very stupid who for reasons of their own I mean 

one, 

T· 

J: And extremely intelligent who are mostly of course have no formal 

education who ----------------------------
and then found that you know they went to take a shortcut and would 

obviously end up, 

I: Yea, uh on just getting back to the politicals for a moment, was there 

any sort of recrimination by the unconquered people that you 

and Liberals were getting involved in all of this or you guys 

criticizing unconquered people being exclusive and _______ _ 

J: No, in fact, look ---------------------------
a special case 

on the other side, there was an enormous amount of I suppose you would 

call it political give and take, I think the Reds, I 

but the Reds were rather interested in David Evans, myself, and Baroche 

because we had somehow slipped the names and we were somehow or other 

potentially good material, 

I: Yea, 

J: At the personal level I got on extremely well with them, and at the 

political level there was this uh now Baroche obviously had a long deep 

roots, we had some sort of relationship with Baroche ~fter all I mean 
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uh look Baroche was a friend of mine, I ' m not, I ' m mindful I mean I 

think a little bit of Baroche goes a long way, I lhink he was far from 

serious you know this is t he way the man is and Twas quite prepared to 

pass the time of day or pass tbe month, months with him, and I wasn ' t 

party to the quarrel I would never consider this party to the quarrel, 

I was considered as rather odd man out because I mean given the memory 

which I used to have which I haven ' t I mean I remember having an 

argument about the time that uh young Marsellet committed suicide in 

the '48 takeover in Prague I mean I remembered this kind of thing and T 

remembered '56 uh but I wasn't a trot, I wasn ' t going on what now I 

might have been critical of Stalin but I mean I accepted most of the 

argument, I uh, a conversion went on, we weren't allowed to do it there 

hut 

11h we'd been caught doing more or less the same sort of things I mean 

you know uh, 

T: That you _________ each other being amateurs and 

J: No even the Station bomb thing which really you know people got uptight 

and prim/in prison which includes myself about you know properly run 

thing, 

I: You would lose another, 

J: You would lose another, it was never raised as an issue uh of 

irresponsibility, 

I: Did people raise a question of why Harris said broken rats like this, 

why, 



J: Well not really because this this bordered on this thLng you didn't 

discuss matters I mean you didn ' t discuss matters I mean Harris was 

executed in, 

I: 

J· First of April, 

I: '65, 

J: Uh Hugh's, have you read Hughes book? 

I: No I'm just going through it, I ' ve Just started, my wife, 

J: Well I mean in Hugh ' s book I mean it ' s obvious that Hugh went to see 

John he was going to leave the country and then was --------
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picked up and uh Hugh was at least instrumental in telling John where 

the stuff was, 

I: 

J: Well I'm not sure about that but he he said one, he just said one day, 

I: 

one day _______________________ you know uh 

it's not easy I mean but that's because he knew I I hardly knew John at 

all, he knew John very well 

experienced you know direct and personal and and uh no, he wasn't, thP 

very onside case was slightly different look the onside line at that 

~tage was that he was a mouse, 

iJ: Basically the onside position ~as not that he was a monse but Einstern 

is Einstein, 

I: 'lea, 

J: Einstein is in the same way that Baroche is a difficult person, I don't 

think he thinks as much as Baroche does and Reardon had a very clear 
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line, he said that, this whole business of violence is premature, there 

was ___________________ alot of alternatives that 

we hadn't explored, 

wanted to I mean ---------------------------

he was also very opposed to the leadership in Moscow, 

________________ I mean he was the Stalinist of the 

Stalinist even Dave Kitson was a Stalinist excepting Dave Kitson had a 

sense of humour and ______________________ sense 

of humour and in that sense it was quite disrupted I mean for instance 

r organized seminars in the courtyard _______________ _ 

I: You would actually sit in the courtyard and do that, 

J: ◊n a Saturday morning, 

I: Yea, 

J: And we would do that and it was stopped eventually because Norman knew 

the, talking about story of 

prison about the great snuff, snuff being 

gave an example from 

---------' toe great 

snuff distrjbution and there were thoughts that this was subversive so 

what we then did we sold Melbournes uh and we used to go out 1n little 

groups so Melbourne, 

1: And chatting, 

J: And chatting, and Raleigh and his accolade the man called Ernest now 

withdrew from this on the grounds that uh we were not discussing 

ideologically clear things, 

(laughter) 
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J: and uh what was very interesting about that committee 

1: 

J: 

was that there were Socialist Unity , I served for ag~s --------

on it because, 

~hat did the Socialist Unity ________ mean? 

Well it meant that uh that this is uh Dave Evans joke uh that you kno-;., 

it ' s the one which the East German Commttnists organized themselves, 

J: Oh, 

1. They're so stupid, they did, they gathered members of the old political 

parties who had not been Nazis and 

I: 

J : Okay I mean I served on it for years and years and years, there was 

one, we, we had a rule that we after having served ----------
you have to retire ______________ very 

loose and on one famous occasion the Committee 

Brian Fisher, Hugh Lewyn, John Laredo and Dave Evans, okay now this was 

way 

bad been allowed by the Party to pass out of its hands, 

(laughter) 

J: Well okay I mean at Landover this was true but what relevance it had to 

anything and there's that kind of argument, 

I: Yea, yea, yea, 
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J: And in these, 

I: ______ wonderful 

J: Tn these personal relations Raleigh was actually, in bis slow and 

dubious way he was a very nice person, we shared 11b we shared a cell 

he and Morris Stern and I aud I can't remember what the occasion was 

but we decided as a matter of policy that two days a week we would 

speak Afrikans, I mean Brian and I and a few others really did feel 

that it was a bit much that there was still people who couldn't speak 

~frikans, uh and there was no problem about it we decided this and 

Raleigh did speak to me because I was of course the on ------

this matter , in the most correct way he ----------------
kept on referring to me as 

L 

J: Oh and we would have these long stilted conversations about the 

anytime 

I: 

J: 

I: 

J: 

made him aware of the nature of imperialism, I can understand it all 

but Raleigh was very odd, 

interesting guy and he's a very strange 

fellow, unusual, 

Yes because there's this whole business of __________ , I can 

Raleigh's arguing, look we've got ----------see 

every day but we are a vanguard party but I 

would have thought even the present Chinese leadership is slightly 

suspect as far as Raleigh was concerned, 

abandoned --------

God and I suppose 
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I: Perhaps even the Albanians are softening I hear a little bit so ___ _ 

-------- don't have a home anymore, 

J: I once said that Ralei.gh wo,1ld have to end up as really representative 

from Okinawa, it ' s the only place that world events would be pure 

enough because we would explain really enormous events, what precisely 

was said at Camp David just before Kruschev flew off to Peking wh~ch 

led to the time of Delcan how important this, that or the other was, 

I: [t ' s amazing the uh the range of memory that these guys have for that 

kind of stuff and it's hard to beat because they you know they 

overwhelm you, just speak to them and that 

nice interconnected pattern, that you have a sense of if I really 

Looked into this myself I wouldn't quite find it uh as coherent as this 

man is presenting it, but you can 't you don't have the time 

that you kind of check up on them, anyway, 

J; Anyway, God it's one o'clock, I, I must go, 

I: John thank you very much, 

J: Okay. 
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