
LAREDO 2 

Side 3 continued June 26, June 28, 1990 

I~ John can we go back to that December '61 the box pass office in 

Johannesburg right? 

J: Yes. 

I; John what was your impression of that? Contraire or 
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J: Well look I mean and I thought it was a very good one that one because 

of the exact past of the first ones and the reasons 

I: rt failed though didn't it? 

J: ~ell no it was successful 

building down. 

it went otf document it didn't burn the 

I: Yes. 

J: I mean to that extent I think it was successful and the reason I think 

it was in MK I suspect __ 

It What is MK? 

J: Contract. I think is a trial sure is secret I would imagine I 

would post __ whether illusion I have the impression I don't care __ 

you'll know he didn't say that I was no it wasn't I meant it long 

ago respect of personalities he said no it how many years long ago __ 

wy abiding wasn't there was one other fantastically successful 

operation. I can't doubt it that there were some minister who was away 

in the U.S. and these offices were flaring about __ 

I: Oh really again in take 

J: Well I don't know I mean I don't know these people came with us 

I: I didn't family part of the philosophy was to have these spectacular 



sort of things and keep it very mysterious for a while and then come 

out with something off the stage 

J: Because when was Benny there? 

I: I don't know. 

J: There was this talk I remember saying it moderately at the 

meeting of 1962 but what you don't want to be like the man with the 

smoke coming out of his collar which turned out to be 

know Benny then I mean I knew that be didn't 

I: Thank you that's right I ' m sorry. 

I didn ' t 

J: __ driving up Young Street with smoke coming out of the car J 
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like being you know every now and then I see him in the papers because 

I: 

J: 

he's been the Afrikan vote could select elect members of 

parliament for the coloured there and could elect members of the 

parliament and of course also members of technical members of the 

counsel 

differential counsellor 

__ along with Alexander 

arrested 

Anyway they I only went when he was 

I: That ' s right. 

J: They were certainly in prison by '63 because 1 knew the __ briefing 

when I moved to 

they talk about 

very well. 

Tanzania. I was staying with some friends of 

I mean I knew him before but I didn't know him 

I ; But anyway t hat __ pass office thing made a big impression on you 

though is that what you are getting at? 

J: Yes of course it was the first indication the first and what I 
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presume December ·37 __ 

I: __ something like that sure 

J: and '61 I mean this is the first indication of this 

demonstrating and 

I: That would have encouraged you to attend the East __ well in 1962. I 

thought you would try and trace all these down still and I haven't done 

that. 

J: with regards to the conclusion __ I presume that December 

'61 sticks in my mind and the __ of '62 sticks in my mind. 

1: How soon after __ '62 did you and Dave they, You and Dave had two 

tasks then one was trying to recruit people and two to carry out 

action. 

\J: Yes. 

I: You did in fact in those next couple of months try to carry out some 

action can you tell me about those? 

J: Oh of course. 

I: Were there alot of them were there few? 

J: No there were not only few orders who I mean our instructions would 

actually have to be __ extremely well. 

I: Yes. 

J: Because we didn't want to have them in parcels. 

I: Yes. 

J: Therefore we were to choose targets which were not likely to have 

people around and you were to observe a reluctant time or what possible 

movement they were allowed which sounds fine. But if you choose an out 

of the way target and __ parliament goes towards that around the 



corner so if you blow the inside lids of the bars and __ pull 

everything over. 

I: Yes. 

J: What you are doing while you __ recognizing apart from the worst of 

this I mean a tremendous amount of power is thinking of what possible 

excuse you are going to do to anybody who comes __ what can you do? 

I, I know . 
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J: I mean it really I found it not only time wasting because at that stage 

I was distant trying to finish a report for you __ trying to 

finish this report for you for the institute and also yes __ I mean 

with all the domestic things __ 

I: And you and Dave were driving through the countryside. 

J: Yes and having chosen targets we would then sit around observing these 

targets and we were suppose to wait we were suppose to wait there 

was going to be some spectacular display across the country. I 

remember on one occasion we got to do it right and we prepared for it 

and a friend of the man from the Supreme Court we we 

looked going into my office at the university with my friend and not 

saying anything. 

And he said, 

He said, "Hello. " And I said, "Hello. How are you?" 

And then he disappeared. 

I: And then you never saw him again . 

J ; Well no. But he was obviously being used as a messenger after 

all. How much she knew I don't know. All I know is someone should 

talk to him but certainly we never made up with him if you like to 

use the word crucial well 

He didn't really have any cells did you _ _ 
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J: Well there were we certainly stayed strict with the __ Margaret was 

never directly involved. It was certainly two other people tbat were ~ 

involved so that there were at least five potential~w3.ip~tes __ -
I: So there were 

J: I mean look 

I: Margo mentioned 

J: Margo was never I mean we never can co- operate with her you know she 

was at the time. 

I: I know she was. 

J: But she did it We thought she did 

signs. 

I: __ pretty well 

J: She wasn ' t in town she skipped __ 

I: There were two other people __ 

J: And none of them were picked out. 

I: No. 

J: Tn fact one swear in politics __ 

I think we read the 

I: Do you want me to switch it off the tape paper __ I just wanted to 

ask 

J: You switch it off 

r~ That wasn't umh just getting back to the group you two not the other 

two got involved in any actions. 

J; Yes. Well I mean I think at some __ stage we have taken to heart the 

notion that itself was very really important in the event it turned out 

to be quite significant if there was any true words it would take one 

or the other investment to get over it. 
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I: That's right. 

J: I mean I don't know how conscious that was. I think it was partly that 

I don't think he wanted to spread the nets too wide and you want to 

keep it quite serious. I mean it wasn't ao act of consciousness 

thinking that this is what we want to do now. That's the way which 

the coffee crumbles. But I mean I am sure which this I know 

that Patricia Evans 

instructions and 

because on one occasion we got the 

I: __ spectacular 

J: Well it wasn ' t the rather encouraging it wasn ' t the one which was 

because I remember going up to the university __ ladder 

instructors and I had the key the trouble was really conspicuous which 

tripped on the l argely __ trip and when we looked after the I 

remember doing three or four students a day and Patricia and 

myself and we tested the circuit and the circuit didn't work. And we 

had t o make- up our minds really quickly, The only we had others 

because we are not real l y theatrical accurate 

I: No. 

J: We decided to call back when we the most interesting was faulting . 

~ I am being perfectly relieved as we walked out of the office 

knowing what we wouldn't have to do it and I remember going home tha t 

night because most students do. We slept around 3:30 or after 2: 00 

something after __ • And I remember goihg hack home to the woods and 

just talked __ and here are the members walking out of the my 

university courses we __ feeling very relieved because we wouldn't 

have to do it which means that some where in ' 62 I got down there I 

I. 
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mean literally and I got down there in the waste of time and I got down 

there I suppose in a political sense which you know 

but this thing 

wasn ' t working, I mean look we really didn ' t discuss what the reason 

for this were by this obvious what you are to do was 

to show that there was opposition which they didn't but the the 

unwritten part of that statement was if you're going 

to a philosophy word, the missing, the missing element there was that 

uh once we had demonstrated, so the argument I'm sure of that, once we 

had demonstrated that it was possible to pull out this kind of job it 

was going to mean that people would then start political opposition 

because the bal e of error be , 

and was, just wasn't so, and remember, when did this apartheid act come X 
in, they banned ACPAC in ' 61, the sabotage act came in in ' 62, 

I: That was about a week after you bad your meeting in Johannesburg, 

J: Cause the meeting in fact was legal , 

I: Yes, but it was under the shadow -------- --------
J: That ' s right, that ' s right, but they're much more significant in the 

I: 

in now today I mean the 

significance I mean tbey --------

next year than they're 

sabotage act in a sense 

merely redefined the 

political context, 

-------- already criminal act in a 

J! It was for ninety days, and remember, we had uh, ignoring the sardonic 

one, you know, the stories that came out 1n 1960 were of people 

arriving at the places where you know the _____________ _ 
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where people lived/left ten years before but people in the town who 

were detained and Peter Brown who was with the Liberal Party, there was 

that lecture in English with Mital University, who wrote a book while 

he was in 

I: Not Gardner uh, 

J: He went eventually to uh western Australia uh I, I've forgotten his 

name, but I mean, 

I: 

J~ You know, they were just locked up and I mean they'd be asked a 

question, when they wouldn 't answer, they'd be sent back to their 

cells, I mean obviously whoever was in charge, Spengler was at that 

I: 

J: 

I: 

time, but they _______________ and they sent them off to 

~lgiers to really learn how you do these things properly, I mean it was 

a very different matter, 

In '62, ' 63, 

_____________ organization because I don't know, I mean 

look South Africa was beating the bloody Blacks up, but I mean they 

were you know using a whole variety of techniques and we either didn't 

want to know or we didn't know that this change bad taken place and I 

mean it made much more significant because ------------
they just pulled people in after that, I mean, I learned this, 

J : r learned this you know particular way in in P.E., Dave and I decided 

the natural policy having committed oursel ves as opposed to MCL, then 

called, but really we should embarrass the Liberal Party too much I 

mean I think there was a residual respect and even affection for Payton 



and I had been 
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__________________ on the grounds that 

I was busy, and I, I didn't reside as a member but I, I didn't do 

anything, I was no longer an official of the party, and when I got to 

P.E., I was going to maintain this situation and it really became 

impossible, it was a roucb smaller group in P.E . , it was known that I'd 

been active in, in Durban and I refused to have anything to do wi th the 

uh Liberal Party but I was pitchforked I mean I just couldn't get out 

of it into becoming chairman 

I: In P.E., 

J : In P.E., and uh I was aware then of the way in which the ninety day law 

was operating because people who I was working with uh people from the 

townships were being picked np all the time and they were coming up 

with stories because they were Black you know so the police heat up 

Blacks, 

I: 

J; r mean there was, this is nothing new, and certainly we wer e not given 

any indication uh, 

I: I just want to go back to Durban for a moment before you go to P.E., uh 

my sense of it, just trying to put some kind of numbers or, I mean I 

don't want to be overly quantitative and so on but my sense of it then 

ts that you and Dave basically carried out three attempts uh and some 

of those attempts were you actually got instructions from uh outside as 

to what to do and on what date, 

J: Well, it wasn't so much what to do that on that date we must do 

something, yes, and we had already chosen targets, 

I: And then 1 ou did try once and then it didn't work right , you had 



deficient timers or or something , 

J ~ Yes, yes, 

I: And on the subsequent occasions it was either called off like in th€ 

Benjamin case or, 
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J: At this rate I mean I now tell something for every story don't I, about 

what happened and what didn't happen, 

I: Well they get all blurred I think, 

J: Yea, uh, I can't remember exactly, I have a memory, Dave said something 

about, I remember it being actually at one stage have to leave one 

thing which didn't work, 

I; No there was one, okay that ' s coming back to me too uh because I have 

to go over the tapes, one is, you actually chose one which had really 

actually just been knocked down by Oneonta, can you remember that, is 

that Dave's ________ ? 

J: No, I have this memory of, 

I: Oh you really 

knock down 

________ but there was one you were going to 

J: That, I remember, I mean obviously we were looking for the same sort of 

thing, 

I: Same sort of thing yea , 

J; But I have a memory of actually going out and laying the whole thing 

and it didn ' t work and our instructions were absolutely clear, under no 

circumstances do we go back, for two reasons, firstly, the thing might 

just go off and secondly, it might have been discovered the 

people are watching and that somehow something sticking in my mind is 

this notion that they not only found things under the house hut they 
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actually found, they bad found something that had been faulty and 

hadn't worked and because these were produced in court, I remember 

assessors looking at them, playing with them and so on, 

I: The one thing you had set off and it just didn't work, 

J: It didn't work, and we followed the instructions to the letter but we 

didn't go back to investigate and that it was, it was subsequently 

produced in court, it was, it was a failed attempt I mean, uh, but that 

that was about it, 

I: That was all in '62 wasn't it? 

J; Oh yes before in '62 because I left at the end of '62 to go to 

I: What about just before we go to P.E., how about recruitment, that was 

tough was it, it was difficult? 

J: Well look, the kind of people that ~e, we considered asking, I remember 

going to two people, one of whom had said yes and one of whom said no 

and I mean the principle on which we operated, 

I : I guess it was the Swazi, the subsequent Swazi 

J: Yes, yes, uh the principle being that we couldn't on something like 

this, approach somebody we didn't know well, and therefore you were 

limited to the people you knew well, and, l ook, we attended the 

meeting, when did this, at least '62, and certainly by the end of '62 I 

was considerably unimpressed by I mean I wasn't, I, I wasn't keen 

myself and I certainly wasn't keen to get anybody else involved so that 

after the initial attempt I don't think we, we expanded it at all, 

!: Yea, in terms of contacts, uh Dave has a sense of not being able to 

recruit anybody, uh talking to a number of people and, one in 
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particular who ended up in court uh sort of embarrassed uh 

for three accounts, somebody who he 

uh he asked and the guy was interested but then said, no, hell I'm too 

nervous about this stuff, 

J: That's right, 

I: They feel still very guilty about the fact that he, during the course 

of the interrogation mentions there ' s a someone he had contact with and 

then this poor guy ended up maybe in court even, having to say, well he 

couldn't even remember what the conversation was, remember that ? 

J: Uh, what I do remember is uh Dave and I sitting up to having been 

charged, Dave and I sitting and looking at the charge sheet, trying to 

work out who was who and who might be called because Council wanted to 

know who the potential witnesses were because of course you know we 

didn't have a preliminary examination, we had what was called the 

Sunday trials and uh this came up through the lawyers because there was 

this person and Dave complaining that uh not only was he not very 

successful at this work but even the people he tried to _____ _ 

didn't understand what he was doing, 

I: What he was trying to t e ll them , 

J : Yea, I can't remember when that was uh that one, but I mean I remember 

the question of the recruitment, there was this question of whe ther i n 

fact if you recruited somebody you bound them to some sort of secrecy, 

I: Secrecy yea, 

J; And there was this bloody ________ , do you administer an oath? 

I: Oath yea, not our style, 

J : And the , the Swaziland person uh Dave, Dave, as I was saying too, the 
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man who chooses not to indulge in, because I remember us deciding __ 

a form, a form of words and we said, administer this form of word, that 

I do remember because Franklin at my house uh I mean 

subsequently in in Eisenstein's trial, that's the 

trial, it came out that Eisenstein said, 

which in a sense it was uh, 

I: eut you didn't in, in Durban then, you weren't big enough to have what 

they've tried in the other sense as namely to have an executive 

committee and then a military committee and a state committee, nothing 

like that? 

J: No, no, no, I mean basically apart from the, this chap and there was 

on-e other, I mean it got such a dull matter I mean we, we did in the 

course of conversation either organize or disorganize anything, but if 

you, if you look at the timespan now I must have known sometime towards 

the middle of '62 that I would be, 

I: Going to 

J: Going, well going to Rhodes I mean ---------, uh and this, from 

Easter to the middle of the year or perhaps just a little bit later uh 

I had clearly become disillusioned with the thing, it didn't appear to 

me, firstly, I didn't realize how frightened I was, I would feel, I 

found the work ________ very, very time consuming and nervous 

like, and there's this, I remember this intense, I can't date it, 

I: Didn't work yea, 

J: Now, my memory of it is that we did plant this thing and we thought it 

worked, it had gone quite well, because you _______ _ and you 
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waited for the paper, we weren ' t sure that the papers weren't 

suppressing this ________ and you weren't supposed to go and 

look back and I remember taking the family out for a drive one 

afternoon, the two kids, mother and I, and I remember Ursula saying, 

God where are you going, I, I just drove and the thing was still 

standing and so, this, actually, I have a clear memory of so we must at 

least have got that far, 

I : Well, I know that was your first one I suspect if I, if I've got Dave 's 

story right, again I have to go over the tape, but be mentioned one 

that didn't work that way, 

J: Yea, and I can't , I really can't, I mean that period is, is a complete 

jumble and I remember, well I was saying I got to P.E., I got dumped 

into this defensive, I became aware of the way the ninety day law was 

working but much more, I was contacted when I got to P.E., 

I: What are we talking about, the beginning of '63? 

J: 

for the beginning of term and , 

And then there, were there NCL contacts in ________ ? 

J: Oh yes, it was a colleague at at Rhodes and God, 

I: And there was Norman, 

J: It was Norman, 

I: It was Norman, 

J: And look I didn't say no but I, I knew, I knew in my bones I wasn't 

going to do anything because I can remember subsequently Norman saying , 

what the hell are we going to do, 

I: Was Norman pretty much the only person in tbe NCL and that Graham's 



or were they not? 

J: No uh he was P.E., 

I: Was he, oh Norman was 1n P.E. too, 

J: There was, there was the man called Cohen , 

I: Uh Harry, 

J: Harry, 

I: Oh Harry was 1n P.E. as well, 

J: Harry, 

I: ________ is up in Edinburgh if you want the explanation, 
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J: No I don't want the explanation I mean it's taken him 25 years not to 

explain anything that that he's -------------------
1 ~ Well he, Harry, Harry is very, he's another one who gave state's 

evidence didn't he? 

J: Well, 

I; 

J: 

Or is there, that something else? 

Harry was extremely lucky _______ _ statement saying, I'm 

prepared to swear this and in corporate law, he just wasn't called, 

1: He wasn't called, that's what he's so embarrassed about, he's got a 

tremendous guilt that be carries around, 

J: Yea, look, in my book Harry owes me an explanation and he's not. 

I: What, he did you in? 

J: Well look, all of us talked eventually, 

I: Of, in some way or another, 

J: Oh we all talked, I mean everybody talked eventually and some people 

like Norman, now Norman's a strong man and I lost, I disagreed with the 

~ay which he's moved politically, I had enormous affection and respect 
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for Norman uh and I'm not objecting to people talking but uh Harry had 

decided to become a state witness and he was lucky in the sense that he 

wasn't called and uh look, legally therefore Harry is clean hut Karr y 

was a colleague and I suppose, I suppose he might have been called a 

friend, yes I suppose I'd call him a friend and uh, 

I : He was teaching with you at P.E.? 

J~ Yes, yes, yes, 

I : ◊hand that's how you got to know him, 

J; And the marvelous, look, the reason I know that uh it's not only that 

Harry talked, I ' m jumping around a bit , but after the station, 

I: Yea, the Barris, yea uh huh, 

J: Just before the station, I had gone up to Durban to check up on some of 

my estate, I ' d gone up with Jonathan my son who was then what, this is 

'64, Jonathan was right on five, he wasn't quite five, four and three 

quarters, I then stayed with Dave because Dave had been ____ and 

Dave and I were very good friends and we couldn't move so I was staying 

with Dave and uh I, I was _____________ I was working in 

the Archives and with Jonathan aged four and three quarters so it was 

very boring ________ all the time, I went up to ______ _ 

to go and see the Commissioner because I wanted some more information 

ind 

Patrick and I were sleeping on the porch, Dave and Patricia were there , 

Dave _______________ Patricia ' s, Patricia 

I: Oh that's right, yea, 

J; And these people , there was a man who sat and paged with every page of 
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___ _____ which had lots of, what was my, appeared to be this 

which had lots of uh you know what 

with and I think at first I don't 

think be knew these were circuits and he eventually decided to do the 

same, he said, ______________________ they 

didn ' t take that away but they took records out of sleeves, they kicked 

skirtingboards, they got into and they arrested Dave, well they said to 

Dave, come with us, 

I ; Now that was the day he was pulled in for one day , 

J: That ' s right, 

I: Two days 

J : Well it wasn't in one day, it was a couple of hours, and I did come to 

Margo's because I didn't know what had happened there, 

I: 

to the bunker now 

looking for Dave, they they stopped me on the way down and what what 

happened to ________ and uh Patricia was working for the public 

lawyer, they pulled him in, he'd seen Baroche who'd been 

J: A couple of hours before and Baroche, which was in the papers, Barocbe 

was detained on the way back, we knew this, uh and, 

I: 

J: That's right, that's right, so Baroche, I mean Baroche, Baroche was 

inside, we knew this, and Dave and I sat down and talked about it, 

nothing had happened, I had done nothing in P.E., I'd stalled 

everybody, we'd stopped effectively say somewhere towards the end of 



I: 

J: 

'62, 

'62 anyway, eighteen months before, 

________ was talking about '64 , and Dave and I decided 

__________ , they'd detained him, they'd keep him for a 

couple of hours and they'd let him go, now any sane person would 

______________ , they had nothing on him, 

went home from the station _ __________________ ! 
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can't remember, in any case I decided once Dave was released I was 

going home, I had to get back, I get back to P.E. and it's the end of, 

it's sometime in July, the term was just about to begin, the beginning 

of the next term, Harry comes down from Johannesburg, 

I: What ' s Harry been doing in Johannesburg? 

J: Ile _____________________ I think he, 

I: Oh so he was visiting 

J: Yes, yes, Harry comes ____________________ in 

Johannesburg, the people are being picked up left, right and centre uh 

Norman comes back from Capetown and Norman says, the rules in Capetown 

are that uh, 

I: So he ' d gone down with Randolph to Capetown, 

J: Who's the, who's the man, who's the man uh, 

I: Leftbridge? 

J: Leftbridge, who was a great friend of his and of course he was a great 

friend of Hulumes too you know he was best man at his wedding, uh 

I: 

Norman said, the rules in Capetown 

Singing like a bird, 

________ Lethbridge 
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J; Now, Norman said it can't be true because 

and we were worried about this and we were worried about being followed 

and we, in the family car, we went out the door , Norman, Harry and 

myself, 

I; You were basically the three NCL'ers in that area, 

J: Yea, but I mean, there, I, I certainly wasn't r ecruiting , Norman 

recruited one other person uh and I don't know if Harry did anything 

anyway, uh driving around, we discovered 1 we were discussing the 

situation, what the hell are we going to do, now as it happens, it just 

so happens, 

I: This is the Friday on the, you're driving around basically on the, 

either on the Friday or the day after Harry's, 

J; Yes, no it was after Harry's ________ , I'm not sure that we 

didn't know that Hugh hadn't been detained by this date/the state uh 

doubts of course ________ but it certainly was waiting for the 

beginning of the term which would be the Tuesday if I remember so 

rightly, it was probably the Sunday night or the Monday night, 

I: Yea, 

J: Okay, uh and we were gathering around talking, as it happened, I had a 

valid passport, it was very difficult to keep passports in those days, 

I: 

J: 

'but ___________________ I kept my passport, 

Well, r wasn't banned, I was living and we 

discussed what, what the hell we should do, and I said, look I can't, I 

mean there was no way in which I can just slip out of the country uh 

hate that I might get a job overseas and you know get the kids, kids 
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otlt, I mean it just didn't seem possible, I went and cited the story to 

Dave and I said, look, I'm covered, uh Norman said he didn't believe 

the story _________________ , Harry said, look there was 

nothing connected then with anybody right, and I came around the corner 

and look in it's, in it happens all the time, it's a 

small country there and there was this cow marching across the road, I 

didn't see it until too late, and somebody said, look out, and I 

swerved and we ended up in the ditch, the car stalled and we got out 

and we looked and there was no damage done, it didn't seem to be too 

difficult, and I started the car up and we drove and t here was no 

problem and in the middle of my interrogation one of them comes up to 

me and says, John, you were really a fright that 

night, and you almost hit that cow, 

I: You're kidding, 

J: And I knew, I just knew, 

I: 

J: There was three people, --------, there were three people who 

knew, now it wasn't conceivable that Norman had told them, and I hadn't 

told them, 

I: 1t couldn't, you didn't mean it could be Norman? 

J: No, I didn't think so, I don't think so, uh, and the thing was uh you 

I: 

know this is, this is where the _________ were so bl oody good, 

they feed you a magot of compl etely useless information and immediately 

after, I'm thinking, if he's told them that one, what else has he told 

them, 



J: Because my story up to that time was, Randolph, 

I: 

J: Randolph did come into this uh on the way up to, 

I: 

J: I'd taken Randolph up to Tronsky, 
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I: Yes, because Randolph, Randolph, I think was taking his wife up to P.E. 

because she was convalescing or something, 

J: You know Randolph comes from P.E., I mean his father is a sort of big_ 

I: ~nd then what 

J: No I ' ve probably, I've probably got two journeys separate because 

Randolph and I went up to Tronsky once when I was on my was up to 

Mital, it was the time the Tronsky Constitution was, was being 

promulgated and Randolph, and he's the kind of person who would achieve 

this wouldn't he, he slipped somebody a tenner and got a copy of the 

Constitution and said, look at this Constitution, tell me what you 

think of it, and I just being jarred by the news and I saying, no I 

can ' t make much of it, I remember leaving and then going like it wasn't 

that time but they said to Dave when they detained him, had he seen 

Randolph Teerchal, and they wanted to know that if I had arrived there 

with Randolph, Randolph had disappeared, we know now how he had 

disappeared but I think they thought I was showing him around the 

country, uh to come back to this thing, we decided that we were okay, 

I'd, I mean it, it seemed to me a very valid reason, Harry because he 

thought there was nothing I mean and Norman because he didn't think 

that Leftridge was, 



I: Was going to --------

J ; But Norman was picked up within the next two aays, 

I: Two days uh , 

J: And, you know, Terry, Terry and, 

I : Terry, not Grainger uh, 

J: Terry uh, 

I: Terrence Stamp no, 
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J: Terrence, Terrence, Terrence, Dave ' s brother-in-law, Dave ' s mother to 

his sister, anyway Terry was detained, 

I: Pat was, 

J: Patricia was, 

I: Was the sister of, 

J: 'l'errence 

I : Baird, Baird was picked up, was Baird in the NCL? 

J: No, Baird was picked up, was picked up, a chap called, Jesus you know I 

must have, I used to have this fantastic memory, it ' s going, uh Peter 

Webber was picked up, 

I: Oh, Peter Webber, wasn ' t he at Grainstown, 

J: He was in P.E . , 

I: P.E. but he wasn ' t NCL was he? 

J2 No, no, no, and Norman was picked up, they were all taken to Capetown, 

then Harry was picked up, 

I: Harry being a l~cturer at this point , 

J: Yes, 

I: In law? 

J: No Harry was a lecturer in Sociology I think, uh I suspect, I suspsct 
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that Harry gave them my name but I don't, I don't have any proof, 

I: Yea, you never saw Harry again, 

J: I've never seen, I've not seen Harry since, since be was picked up 

which is what, early August ' 64, uh, my name eventually crept up 

because they eventually came and picked me up, 

I: 

J1 

a blast out of all this crowd eh? 

Oh yes, uh me and a woman called was the person that, 

she, she died last year in Australia uh she was the person whom Norman 

had recruited, 

I: Was she an academic too? 

J: No, no she was just a, she was just a secretary, and uh there was the 

normal thing, there was a raid, I mean, God we'd been raided before but 

they, they searched through the kids toys , 

T: They were very thorough when they did, 

J: They went down to my office and again they found this thing about the 

circuit which just turned out to be Zulu --------, they took me 

down because they knew I was Chair of _________ , but we kept 

nothing in the office, 

I: But you bad cleaned out anything that might have been suspect anyway, 

J: Oh yes, they found, they found nothing, uh this was August, I, if I 

remember correctly it was about the fourth of August uh because 

certainly, the fourth of August '64 would have been the 50th 

anniversary of the beginning of the First World War, I think it must 

have been before because I don't remember that, uh those kind of dates, 

uh and I decided that uh I must keep out of this whole business, the 

Johannesburg ________ , that was fatal, I couldn't imagine, if I 
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had been in Mital, they would know this uh and , 

I: It wasn't necessary to know tbat you'd try any action, 

J: I don ' t know why I decided uh by this time I knew that Randolph was out 

of the country that's why I decided, 

I: You heard that somehow, 

J: Yes it had become public knowledge that Randolph, I don't, I think it 

was in the papers already, 

I: It was, it was because of the bizarre nature of the escape, 

J: That's right, and uh I uh was going to say, that yes I had been to 

Tronsky with Randolph, it was in connection with Tronsky, uh it would 

seem to me that if they were going to ________ I could pile 

things onto Randolph because, 

I: Now that Tr onsky episode was not of course NCL _______ __ ? 

J: Not at al l , no, no, no it was straightforward, it was straightforward, 

it was new Afrikan stuff that they uh, uh we were into the Constitution 

uh that had nothing to do with it but I was just thinking of a feasible 

~tory, if it ever came to the ____ , it was public knowledge that 

Randolph was out because I had been reading legal 

r was Chair of the local branch of, of the Liberal Party, and Allan 

Payton and this Historian, what's his name, had just given evidence in 

----------------- you know, the man who wrote about the 

Afrikana bomb, 

I: Oh that madman uh he, in fact he's got a uh an English name doesn't he? 

J: Oh yes, yes, yes, 

I: Uh, I remember him, and then they tripped him up when they read him 

Churchill speeches, I guess that's Communist uh, what was bis name 



again uh he was at UCT, 

u: No, no, no, that's Marey, no that's somebody else, 

No Marey was -------- Communist, 

J: This is the Historian uh Rodney Davenport, 

I: Oh Davenport, 
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J: Davenport and Peyton gave evidence in litigation at the ______ _ 

trial and there were you know normally you you have a statement in 

litigation and that ' s it and you're actually cross-examined in 

litigation, and we as a branch had passed a resolution uh thanking 

for having done this, I carried this later up and handed it over to 

Peyton and Jonathan aged four and three quarters came with me and said 

to me afterwards, why is that man always so cross, 

J: And he knew , Peyton knew about that uh line because uh he was talking 

about it, so it, it was public knowledge at that stage, anyway , that 

was going to be my line and uh that ' s not the way in which it crumbled, 

I: Talk a little bit about your interrogation experiences, 

J: Well they, what they, they came to the house, 

I : May I just before you go on to this, just chronologically, basically 

the idea I get from you is that from '63 January to July ' 64 those 

three or four people that were involved in P.E. in Grahamstown carried 

out no actions at all, 

J: None at all, none at all, 

I: Didn't even mean to sell or anything like that, didn ' t go and do any 

reconnaissance 1 

J; I'm quite sure that Dave didn't do anything, and Dave and I, 
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I; 

J: The whole thing, I mean the whole thing bad stopped by now, absolutely 

no, uh from, before my move to P.E., but certainly after my move to 

P.E. nothing because Norman would occasionally ask questions and I 

I: 

would say, _______________ , we did actually, I remember, 

Norman and Harry and I having a meeting and Harry said, look let's 

forget, let's forget this business _________ , why don't we for 

instance uh set ourselves a task like he wanted me to read the 

Afrikans' Press to form an opinion of what the Afrikans' Press was 

$aying and I remember naying like hell because at that stage my 

_ _____ ___ ultimate draft and I was, 

J: I was busy on t hat one and uh I mean so at that level, certainly there 

was a decision which really ________ would have been a very 

sensible thing if we carried it out, no there was no activity of any 

kind and to the best of my knowledge, now I may be wrong about this, to 

the best of my knowledge there was nothing in Grahamstown but I 

wouldn't necessarily have known, 

I: I'll have to check with Norman anyway and also I was going to try and 

see Harry but one of the things that is quite interesting about that is 

that this terrible book, you know, The Fourth of July Raid, I don't 

know whether you ever saw that, 

J: No, my sister showed me a copy of it, I'd never heard of it, 

I: Well it, it's very bizarre but it's quite interesting, it's got 

snippets without knowing what they ' ve got. One of the things they 

suggested was that one of the lines that had been taken to recruit 
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people was that to, if it ' d been initially into somethi ng called a 

political information circle and would analyze events and that somehow 

this information was going to be used for some purpose or another so 

Harry actually may have 

recruited on that basis, 

--- ----- onto that or maybe it had been 

J: Yes, it's quite possible, 

I: Yea, I just wanted to give it a little context, 

J: Or I would have thought, I don't know, it makes, look when I see a lot 

l: 

J : 

of it it makes a great deal of sense I mean I 

but uh it actually would have made you know quite a lot of sense but 

that, in terms of action that's the only thing we considered, okay so 

nothing had been going on, well, they picked me up the normal thing, oh 

you have this thing, 

You're talking about August '64, 

Yea, I ' d knew most of the because they used to come 

to meetings sometimes , I recognized the two people at the door and I 

~sked if I didn't ____ ____ and one of them 

Lieutenant and on his book, on his card it said Sosant and I said, you 

said you were Leiutenant Sosant, are you the same person? and they 

weren't having this nonsense, they said, look, get out of the way well 

they put me out of the way and came in, and this, there was this 

enormous search, I mean I remember the kids being fascinated because 

they looked through the kids toy box, the kids were handing them toys , 

I mean Jonathan was less than five, -------- was just over 

three and Patrick was eighteen months and they carted me off, they took 



me to my office, and the search there lasted oh quite a long time 

because at that stage Thesler was teaching at, at Rhodes 

Shirley _______ _ 
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I: Now she was teaching, what was her field? 

J~ English, 

I: English, 

J: And uh how she handled me, uh she said, where's the part of the term , 

and I kept it in the filing drawer, they were very interes ted in this 

that it was dated, well it was dated in the time of the emergency, we 

I: 

J: 

were all advised we should have powers of attorney and I got it out and 

as I handed it to her she tells me there's a man who's been detained 

1qhich was the only other, 

Where had she heard this ? 

[ don ' t know, I mean uh I bave no idea, and she uh that was it, they 

went off New York to the uh Defence and -------

offices, and it was, the person that waiting on us, there was something 

called instant meaning, her husband, Ray Sealey was hanged for killing 

a state witness, it was about 1961, 

I: A Black woman, 

J: She was Black, yes, he was Black but he was really coloured ____ _ 

(Tape 2, Side 2} 

J: Uh the had headquarters in P.E.I., the two top stories 

of the Sun Life building which looks out over the harbour which is just 

around from the Campaneili which I got to know to my costs, nowadays 

it ' s got a huge motorway that goes in front of it, I, I found this out 
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but in those days it was just on, on this street, and uh okay we get 

there, so they say uh they've got a few questions to ask me and I say, 

I have no questions to answer, I want to see my lawyer, and 

_____________ be so lucky, and they left me alone, and 

there was somebody ________ somebody would come in and say, 

who's this, and, look, P.E. was very active because they were literally 

breaking up the LNC, the Mandella plan was actually operating in, in 

New Briton, 

I: rt was, 

J: And the only way they could break the Mandella plan was what they used 

to do every night, I mean it was from my defence in 

they were taking their land rovers and they would block off a whole 

street in New Briton township and they would arrest everybody, they 

were inculpable, and the kids and the old women, they would start 

teleasing them that night, anybody that looked like they might know 

something, they would come back and work them over, and, my God, I mean 

the screaming and the shouting that went on was something quite 

appalling, 

!: You would hear this when they would bring them into the same building, 

J: And you could hear them screaming I mean morning, noon and night, I 

mean it's just, 

I: The beatings going on and on and on, 

J: A long series of, of, of, it really is , especially, during the day you 

know the other noise, but at night, to hear somebody screaming like 

that was actually appalling, uh nothing much happened, so then by 

midday I said, what the hell's going on, and they said, don't worry, 
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you'll find out, and then, it was then that I was writing/working out 

the story, 1f I'd known whether it was Randolph and I named Randolph 

because he was a new young Afrikan and they might have considered it 

subversive, I didn ' t and certainly this 

kind of thing, I'd worked out this whole story and the bombshells, 

I: 

J: Mo, the bombshells fell when, they came in, they ~eren ' t speaking to me 

they were speaking to somebody else and they said uh, 

I: You were io the same cell with someone else? 

J: No, no I wasn't io a cell, I was in an office, they said, oh well we 'll 

wait, they'd come down from Johannesburg to see me, and that as far as 

1 was concerned was the death note, what on earth would anybody want to 

come down from Johannesburg to see me, 

I: 'ro see you, 

J: And when they appeared, because eventually they appeared very late that 

night uh it was, God, I can't have possibly forgotten his name, 

r~ Not Swanapool, 

J: It was Swanapool, it was Swanapool, it was the instant, the instant, 

I: Everybody says swanapool was the biggest bastard around, 

J: Well it's very interesting, I uh I wrote an article for the local paper 

about Swanapool because Swanapool said that he'd always achieved 

_ you know being nice to people and taking them out to dinner, and I 

remember him as a small squat man, 

I: A squat man, 

J: Is he, well the newspaper said he was six foot tall and l certainly 

don't remember a tall man, 



I: I would have remembered him as, 

J! A small squat man, 

I: Smallish, 

J: There were three of them, Swanapool, Hanstarden, and 

I: Not Von Vagen, Von Vague 
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J; No, no, no, no, no, and at about five in the afternoon I mean I was 

just lulling around, they phoned Ursula and said that I was being 

detained for 90 days, in my presence, that's the first , that I ' d been 

officially informed okay, 

I; But then there's the psychological pressure, 

J : They did nothing, they did nothing uh they came occasionally and asked 

me questions, they said, what have you been doing, and I said, until I 

see my lawyer I'm not answering any questions, ha, ha, ha, ha , and God, 

I: Were you scared? 

J: Oh God yes, Jesus, you know that adrenalin feeling you get, that real 

feeling of almost panic uh and of course you want to go and have a pee 

and you know __________ joke uh why don't you wet your pants 

sort of thing and then now and then they would let me go off with with 

somebody who stood there in case I slit my wrists or swallowed pills or 

whatever the case may be uh but nothing serious happened until 

it 

might have been later, 

I: Did they interrogate you right away? 

J: Oh yes they, I, the first time I got into a cell was at the end of the 

interrogation which really must have been sometime on the Sunday 

morning uh I mean it was here that I began that bloody campaigning 
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because if nothing's going on, that instructs every court from now on, 

and uh sometime before Swanapool arrived, no I can't time it precisely, 

a big man came in, he'd obviously been working somebody over, he looked 

in and there was one of the officers sitting there and I was lolling on 

a, against a table and he came and stood in front of me and he was 

shouting at me saying, what the hell did I think I was doing, who the 

bell did I think I was, he was speaking in Afrikan, and I looked at him 

and I said, I won't say anything until I've seen my lawyer, now to this 

day I don't know precisely what happened but I know that I suddenly 

felt a most peculiar sensation and the peculiar sensation was that I 

was travelling through the air, I remember hitting the ground or tbe 

floor and I remember starting to vomit and then there was this most 

excruciating sensation, now he'd got me in the balls, 

I: He kicked you, 

J: I can only from my memory of it think that he kneed me but it must take 

enormous force to knee somebody so that they actually, 

I: Fly, 

J: I mean if I had been standing further and he might have kicked, 

whatever the case was, Jesus Christ, once you•ve localized the pain, I 

mean my balls were swollen for God about three months or, 

I: Or longer, 

J: I mean I had to stand like that and, but r remember the vomiting 

because I had a black jersey on and I was vomiting all over the place 

and I was vomiting on this thing and then there was the scene and I've 

never worked out precisely what it means 

they were busy pushing him out of the room and they were saying, for 
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God's sake what do you think you're doing, you know they're coming from 

Johannesburg to see this man, now I'd known that they were coming from 

Johannesburg and this was the second time I'd heard it, and they 

bounded him out of the room, and I never saw him again, but the 

Johannesburg lot kept on, 

I: You must have been in terrible shape when the Johannesburg lot came 

down, 

J: The Johannesburg lot kept on saying you know the nice one said, look if 

you're not going to play ball with us he's going to come down again, 

and now, I can 't decide to this day whether this was a very carefully 

prearranged ------ but they gave me this one huge foretaste or 

that this man was really wonder ing around, 

I: 

J: Just liked beating people up, the way they shoved him out of the room 

gave me the impression that they were horrified that this had happened 

because I was supposed to be pristeen and ready for, for whatever the 

Johannesburg people were, and uh I never saw that one again I mean so 

they, they didn't bring him back but I mean God I remember I said, 

please can I change my clothes, because my jersey I mean it was full of 

sick and it stank and they wouldn't let me you know they made me stay 

in those clothes, 

I: Until the Johannesburg people came, 

J: The Johannesburg people came and then began this process, uh look uh 

they made me stand up, there, I was sitting on a chair, on a stool, or 

leaning against a table and they made me stand up and Swanapool marked 

around my feet , there was a parkay floor on which I'd been sick, they 
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actually brought a Black man who came and cleaned it up uh, he marked 

chalk marks and he said, you're going to stand there and when you want 

to talk to us let us know but until you talk uh you stand there, and he 

made me, he asked me if I'd ever been a cadet in school and I said, 

yes, and he said, you stand to attention, well I couldn•t, I couldn't 

bring my legs together and they thought this was really funny, this 

they thought was a real joke, and I remember saying to myself, it's 

much better to stand, at least you're not being beaten up at least your 

balls are still intact, uh standing is much better, and then I thought 

uh if I stood long enough I'd flake out and I ' d get a rest, all I 

~anted at that state was to get away from those people, give me a cell, 

give me a cell, lock me up, and nothing happened and this one 

on an occasion said, you must look around the room, you just can't stay 

in one place, if you faint , he said, I'll piss on you and you'll you'll 

wake up, God, this went on for ages, 

I: The standing huh, 

J: The standing, now if my memory is correct, I was picked up on a 

Thursday uh this wasn't on the whole of a Thursday night uh sometime on 

the Friday morning I was left alone with one of the Johannesburg lot, 

the others had gone away, presumably they had to sleep, and they were 

away for most of the day and actually I, I was in considerable 

discomfort, 

I: I ' m sorry, you were standing, 

J: I was standing and I said, look you know, my balls are very sore and 

I ' m very worried, something might have happened, and this man who was 

the nice guy said, I'll get a surgeon, and they certainly brought a man 
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in, I suspect he was one of the men who was involved in the ____ _ 

one of those district surgeons, (laughter) I had to drop my pants and 

he wanted to fondle me, I said, no, no, and he looked at it and said, 

are you surviving, and then there was this whole bit long thing about 

__________________ , you really shouldn't worry 

this kind of thing, but in the process they, they 

relaxed slightly, I actually uh I remember I couldn't sit down because 

it was a tall stool and I was leaning against the tall stool and this 

went on through early afternoon when Swanapool came back and he chalked 

off the thing again, well by six o'clock that morning I'd been in 

custody for twenty-four hours uh certainly by mid-afternoon I'd been in 

that office for twenty-four hours, 

I: Did they feed you? 

J; Yea, there was I remember a bottle of, it was an ordinary bottle with 

the paper stopper that had, which had coffee in and there was some 

sandwiches but I, I ate half a sandwich uh I, I had some coffee, I 

really didn't want anymore, and this man came back and he said, you're 

going to stand, God, and I couldn't fight it, and it went on and it 

went on and it went on, 

I: Can one actually just stand like that, I ~ean one, it's just extremely, 

extremely uncomfortable, 

J: Well I have this bad back but at t hat stage my back was okay so I 

wasn't, I mean I suspect that, you're saying to yourself all the time, 

look I can take this, I can 't take being beaten up, I really don't know 

what I'll do if I'm beaten up, and of course what they're doing is 

they're just wearing you out because that thing went on that whole 
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night, now sometime in that night uh they were carrying on, I remember 

the three of them saying, you were listening to this bloody company_ 

it's, it really is psychologically the worse experience of 

tny whole interrogation, I mean the kicking in the balls, you, you can't 

deal with because you're not used to i t , you ' re not used to this kind 

of violence and I don't know what the time was but I think it was early 

in the morning, on Saturday morning, and uh I felt something really 

funny going on, I couldn't make out what was going on, I felt very 

uncomfortable and it wasn't, it wasn't my balls, it was, my chest was 

beginning to heave and then suddenly I realized that I was beginning to 

cry and I couldn't stop it and those three people who were sitting on 

the other side of the table just looked at m~, now I ' m sure _____ _ 

psychology ________ psychology, the point 

comes in which they literally, they didn't react, they didn't laugh, 11h 

they didn't make a joke, they didn't offer me a handkerchief, they 

didn't do anything, they just watched me, and I couldn ' t control it, it 

got worse and worse and worse, you know the way in which a child 

eventually gets and starts heaving and I was desperately trying to 

control this and I used my, I used the sleeve of my jersey to wipe my 

nose and up to that time every time you moved your hands, t hey said no, 

well you were used to it, because you know I was moving my feet and 

tbey would come and look at my feet and say, what the hell do you 

think you're doing, and then I'd stand still again, you know my toes in 

my shoes and this kind of thing, and they didn ' t stop me and eventually 

it was passed but they said, ________ , God, it seemed to me to 

go on forever, I still have nightmares about it, it still wake up, this 
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moan after which is, this complete withdrawal of blood 

you're just sitting there watching three people and you are in a great 

deal of stress and they say nothing, and then they really shot up __ , 

they said, I, I'd recovered by this time 

and uh one of them came up and said, 

and he came up to me and he 

gave me, there was a broken chair, and he said that I had to hold this 

above my head, well I obeyed, I mean firstly it was movement, I could 

move, I held this above my head and God I don't think that lasted very 

long because that was even more excruciating, I any case I was by this 

time, you know I'd been awake for almost 48 hours 

and uh I was moving around and tbey said, stand still and I said to 

them, oh I don 't know what I said, and uh they then brought the rest of 

the chair, t hey took this leg away from me and they gave me the chair 

and they said, hold it up, and I suppose the thing that really drove 

one on was, if you didn ' t do it what were they going to do next, I mean 

it was there all the time, I mean you know I'm still not sure whether 

that man at the beginning wasn't part of the plot, and God knows how 

long I held the chair up, uh I just couldn't, there comes a point you 

know when you've reached the physical extreme and the end was pretty 

interesting, we used to do it as kids at school you know if sombody's 

standing and you, you knocked them underneath so they ' d sit down, one 

of them came up behind me, I wasn ' t aware that ________ the 

other chair and he knocked me behind my knees and I sat down and got 

all hell for it, what the hell did I think I was doing 

I, I'd thrown the chair down and I'd sat down next to it, and what the 
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hell did I think I was doing sitting down and if I was going to sit 

down better make a statement otherwise r•a be back on my feet, 

otherwise they'd bring that man in and God knows what would be left of 

me after he'd been finished with me and I just knew I was never going 

to get up again, I just never was going to get up again. and then 

really something very odd happened, by this time you know it was, it 

was getting much, it was getting dawn, so it must have been on 48 hours 

uh Swanapool sits opposite me at a table right, and he ' s got a big, fat 

Eile uh one of his mates sits there with a pad in front of him you know 

the police always, they don ' t draw margins they fold margins, there's 

this margin, he writes down the date, he writes down the time and he, 

he says John Laredo ________ and I ' m trying to see what's 

------- his file , they uh telex it and the top telex has a 

sentence and a long list of names and upside down I read Lethbridge 

______ and there's a list of names and another list of names, 

they're obviously names of people that Adrienne had given them with 

-------- yea, okay, and then we began this thing, so I began 

the 

I: You didn ' t even know that Lethbridge was a member at this point, 

J: No, no, no, uh what did I, no I must have known because Norman and I 

I : Yea, oh of course, yea , 

J; Uh I thought, I the tattered remnants of whatever 

I had was to maintain this little thing with uh , 



39 

I: 

J: fi[ew Africa and Tronsky, uh but what Swanapool did and he did it 

I: 

extremely well ________ uh you would say something and he would 

suddenly ruffle his papers and he would turn up something and he'd look 

at it and you'd look at him and he'd say, go on, you're talking, and I 

was waiting for a clue you know ________ my story but because 

by this time I decided I must tell him something which they'd believe 

so that I could go and lie down, 

You weren ' t going to 

to my lawyer, 

________ your line, I ' m going to tal k only 

J: ~nd they stopped it short, they said to me, I started 

I: About the New Africa, 

Jr Did I know who Lethbridge was, I said 1 no I didn ' t, I said, look he's 

in Canada, he's okay, he ' s left you deep in the shit, 

t: Now this is what they said, 

J: So uh I said, cold, and they said, this uh thing uh, this story about 

the Tronsky, have I ever been to Tronsky, and I said, well you know, uh 

they said, what organizations did I belong to, so I said, I belong to 

the Liberal Party, and they said, where, so I said, well the national 

organization, anyway I said to them it was legal and they said, we're 

not interested in whether it's a legal thing, and they got rather tired 

and they said, l ook you attended a meeting in Johannesburg in ' 62, 

I: 

J: But oh God, and they said, we know you were there, and the way that 

statement went was absolutely amazing so I said yes I had gone to that 

meeting, and they said, who'd invited me, so I thought and thought and 
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said, I really couldn't remember who'd invited me, and they said, how 

did I go, so I said, oh well I, I 'd gone up by myself and they said, 

you weren't alone uh there was somebody else in the car, so I said, oh 

I picked up a hitchhiker, and they said, you talked all the way to 

Johannesburg, so I said, well, 

I: It was a nice hitchhiker, 

J: It was a hitchhiker I knew and oh God, 1t was then that this came out 

about that this and I couldn't 

remember or I didn't identify people who were there, uh it was then 

that they asked me about the Chinese and I don't remember, there was no 

Chinese there, oh there was, we know, we know there was a Chinese there 

uh and they fed me this information, the story about Harry and Carl 

McCall had come out while I was standing I mean they'd been feeding me 

that kind of, they never told me anything which was of any value that 

they, that they clearly knew about things, and I remember Swanapool 

saying to me uh, you're not about standing, because 

he made some remark a.bout, about Norman, who had been standing apart 

for about 72 hours or something, and uh Swanapool just said 

__________ it's very nice when a strong man breaks in the 

clear, he didn't really consider me worth, 

I: Worth 

J: Worthwhile I mean I wasn't _________ the opponent, and he 

phoned Johannesburg, well look I was making this statement and I was 

adjusting it as I thought crucial thing, I think, yes 

that's right, they wanted to know the 

and I thought, they've got a list of something, I remember thinking __ 
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________________ they've got a list of false names, if 

I give them a false name, they look up the list of false names and 

they'd say this is not the real name but what are trying on, so then I 

had to remember all the people who had gone overseas 

____________ could it, so I gave them a name of somebody 

who had gone to Oxford and then had gone over to Australia, gone 

somewhere 

I: That was a somebody who was actually involved with the NCL, 

J: 

I: 

No, no, no, no this was the name which was which 

wasn't a false name, it wasn't on the false name list, God and this 

went on and on and on, 

J ; I was getting well it was only the one name because they knew, I, I 

literally didn't remember the people in Johannesburg, I remember giving 

Randolph's name, I remember giving Baroche's name, Baroche was already 

in detention, I didn't know Ziggy 

uh I didn't know Ziggy's name uh I just knew who he was because I 

remember uh Swanapool saying to me , I said there was a fat man with 

short, curly hair, and he said to me, what kind of accent did he have, 

and I said it was a strange accent, and Swanapool said t o me, asu 

anstellera, which means you know a put on accent, so I said, okay you 

want to call it a put on accent, that I remember, uh I don't know 

whether I identified the Afrikans because I can't remember now but you 

know now, I remember this morning , but I mean it was much closer to me 

t hen and uh I then denied that we had done anything else, I'd gone to 

the meeting okay but nothing else had happened and I don't know whether 
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I might have been -------- but I don't suppose I did and 

said to me, surely there is something else, and T said, no there was 

nothing else, and what I know now is I can see now that they actually 

didn't know what had gone on in Durban, they didn't have Burman so 

Burman hadn ' t told them, uh Fred Pralgar was there but he hadn't 

I: Pred Pralgar was at the Johannesburg meeting, 

J: No, no Fred Pralgar would have known about the Durban 

his wife was already dead, 

J: Oh his, Ruth had died. 

J: She had died, 

I: Oh she died early on, 

J: She died before, uh so that Fred could have said I was in Durban 

but I don't think Fred said anything because Fred had a line that if 

you said you did everything uh they would believe you and then you 

know, it'd give you something to talk about aod uh it worked in Fred's 

case because he got acquitted, anyway, uh they, they obviously didn't 

know about Durban, they knew that I was in Durban, they were, they were 

fishing I mean you know, surely there must have been, surely there must 

have been, I remember at one stage they said to me, but surely there 

were cleaners that you recruited and I think that it, it came through 

to me then that they probably didn't knowr 

I: They didn't say to you then, hey we found some dynamite and such a such 

a ___ ? 

J: No, but oh God and this thing was finished and I thought they would at 

least send me to my cell, and they didn't, God I was getting absolutely 
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exhausted because they let me sit in a proper chair and I arranged my 

l egs so that I could sit down and I sat there and I started dozing off 

when they came to wake me up, partly because they wanted to give me 

some food, back then there was a really dramatic scene, it was really 

dramatic, Swanapool comes in quite innocently and I'm sitting in the 

chair and he puts his hand on my shoulder and he says to me, the name 

of this person 

I: This is the person in Canada, 

J: 

I ~ 

Yea , yea and he was actually 

_________ ______ and he said, I have given instructions 

and my immediate reaction was, oh my 

God, I know somet hing and I can tell them, does the --------

man who knows nothing how does he get the to stand up to all this when 

he's got nothing to tell, (laughter) look I don ' t know what my 

expression was like and he put his hand on my shoulder and he said, it 

wasn't 

J: And it was it was on that I mean that's when they picked Dave up uh 

because I gave him his name, I mean they had, within half an hour they 

had a file on Dave, because he ' d been banned and so on, 

I: Sure, 

J; And within presumably half an hour, 

I: Someone else must have named Dave too, 

J: They ' d gone and picked him up 

I : And you weren't the only one, 

J: Dave and I sorted this one out uh but it, it was that, and then uh I 



44 

realized because God, I was exhausted and I was probably becoming 

hysterical, they wanted some more information because they jumped into 

the conversation and said, were there explosives, and I thought about 

it ____________________ space of 20 years you 

know, what I've done in maybe five in the process of 20 years, I 

temember s till thinking this, and God, then something really peculiar 

happened, Swanapool said to me, look Afrikans, we 

spoke Afrikans almost exclusively, Swanapool said to me, look you're 

not so deeply in this shit that we _________ do something for 

you, after all, he said, there are far more serious things that have 

been done that you haven't been involved in, and he looked up and he 

said, I'll speak to the uh to the General and I've asked for you to be 

called as a State witness, now I've just given Dave's name, Dave is a 

friend of mine, a personal friend, and I had a vision of being turned 

into a State witness aod I remember, I remember this so clearly, he 

went out to organize the detention of Dave, I was left in the office 

with a _________ , I stood up and I walked across the room and 

it was very uncomfortable and I thought that if there is only one way 

I: Kill myself, 

J: And it was really in the ______ in retrospect 

___________ , this building must be about eight floors up, I 

~alked across and I opened a window, they weren't barred, I walked back 

and I said, right, you've got to do that, you walk across this room and 

while the man is lying to in the corner, you get up and you jump , now, 

I: He let you open the window, 
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J; Well I don't even think he noticed I mean I was sort of prowling around 

and I was walking in a very peculiar way, uh it was one of these 

windows that were latched you know, 

I ; Yes , 

J: If ever you go to P.E., go and look at the Sun Life building, I went to 

look at it in '83 because I wanted to know precisely what happened, it 

has an architectural feature which has something to do with the 

appearance of the building but it apparently has some architectural 

purpose, fixed to the outside of the building is an aluminum frame 

which is I would judge anything between 18 inches and two foot off the 

building, it also slopes at a fairly precipitate angle so that if you 

get out of the window there is actually, you've got to get through tbis 

frame, I did, I was standing on this and it was, you could actually 

hang on, 

I: Did you wind up back on the window? 

J: Oh , I was on this frame , uh I could actually hang onto the frame, your 

feet, the moment I did that I heard the action behind me and God within 

Eive minutes the place was full and, t wo things happened, firstly , do 

you remember Life Magazine or was it before your time? 

I: No, no I remember Life , 

J: Life used to come out and it used to have something called Picture of 

the Week, and when I was about twelve just before the end of the war, 

I: You remember seeing one of these, 

J: Uh somebody had jumped off the Empire State Building, 

I : Yea, I remember some of those, 

J : And fallen on a car and all survived, the car had broken her fall but 



of course she was badly injured 

I! ________ a white dressed woman lying on tne car, 

J: With the hands, yes, yes, yes, but it was this car and where this 

memory came from I don't know and I thought, Christ, I jump rigl1t on 

top of a car, I'd break every bone in my body and then 

they're going to get more information out of me, and then, then I 

presume by this time ____ ____ , I saw somebody down on the 
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pavement, they ' r e getting me to jump and I thought, what bloody cheek, 

what absolute bloody cheek, eventually this man went to the paper, he 

said, l vok there was a man standing on the building there and I was 

waving him to go back, and it became quite a thing in t he paper, 

I: 

J: Well I mean I had in fact by this time at the back it was full , 

I: Did ____ get a hold of him? 

J: No because of this thing, 

I: Uh this frame , 

J! You must go and look at it, they , they couldn't, 

r: Vou were not standing on the ledge anymore, you were standing on this 

support sort of frame, 

J: No, and uh I remember saying to Swanapool, Swanapool panicked, 

I: He rushed back into his office, 

J: The office was full, all you could see, of Special Branch people, uh 

Swanapool saying to me, for God's sake don't jump, it's not worth it, 

and in a moment of parity he loosened his holster and he brought out 

his gun and I thought he was going to shoot me, it was a moment of pure 

ecstacy, I said, go on shoot me, go on shoot me, he said, I'm not going 



to shoot you, so we had, 

I: But he pointed, 
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J: I don't know if he pointed it at me, he certainly brought it out, I 

1nean I remember this so clearly and I remember thinking, God it would 

save all my problems if he would, 

I: All your problems, 

J: And the negotiations came on about I said, he had said, that I was 

going to be called in as a State Witness, I didn't want to be called 1n 

as a State Witness, and he said, you won't, you won't, you won't, and I 

said _____________________________ in any 

event I never got anything, 

I: Extraordinary story, 

J: But you, you know if you're going to do that kind of thing you do it 

immediately, 

I: 

J: The whole thing about the, the falling on the car was probably the 

fatal one, the non, the non-fatal thing, uh I mean after that it was 

clearly a question, 

I: Your unconscious dredged that one up from somewhere, 

J: Jesus Christ, it was a question of time, I don ' t know how long I was 

out there but eventually I came in _________________ _ 

and I thought afterward I mean God by this time I was in a real state, 

I: I mean you must have been totally exhausted, 

J: No, no, I don't know what kept me up, I didn't get taken to my uh cell 

before quite late that night because they were very concerned about 

the, concerned about tbe uh explosives but by this time I was 
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completely hysterical and they weren't getting anything out of me I 

mean I would just sit there and cry and I would just say you know got 

to lie down, they let, they let me, they took me to Barton Street 

Police Station because I remember being booked in and as they were 

booking me in I was rocking on my feet and my head would fall and 

cons tantly saying, look at him, look at him, look at 

him , and I would look up and they were there and uh I was taken to the 

cell and I'd been trying to get down, to lie down, God, what, 

impossible, I couldn't lie on my side, I couldn't lie on my back, I 

couldn't lie on my stomach, I mean my balls really were extremely 

tender, and the next morning they picked me up at six o'clock and they 

said, you're going to Durban, by car. Swanapool and I and a local 

constable, well there were five of us in the car, God and there was 

this impossible journey, I really couldn't, I couldn't sit comfortably, 

and every t ime I wanted to go and have a crap or pee they, they came 

round in a posse because I was by now suicidal, 

I: Yea, 

J: They'd left, I remember they unloaded me off in tbe uh Durban Central 

Police Station which was awful, God you know what Durban's like, it's 

muggy, this one's victorian, it was, 

I: 

J: It was bloody impossible with every cockroach that had ever been and I 

remember Swanapool calling the young man aside, they gave me a meal, 

the, we were taken into a ---- somewhere and they said uh, if I was 

going to be funny, they were going to handcuff me, if I wasn 't going to 

be funny they would, they would leave me without handcuffs, 



thank you very much Sir, we had a meal uh I mean I just sat at the 

table ________ , I r emember we talked about something, yea, 

that ' s right, we talked about Stellenbos uh because they said ub 

wasn ' t uh, was Foster the Prime Minister by that time? in '64, 
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I: No ________ was still alive, 

J: No no, that's right it was, uh it was something about, I don't know why 

Foster came into it, they uh, because he wasn't in service, but I mean 

Foster came in with Stellenbos I remember this this thing about 

Stellenbos yea, uh and we got to Durban and I remember him taking the 

Station person aside and ___________________ this 

man, 

I: 

J: God, they took away my shoelaces, they took away my trousers because 

you could hang yourself by your trousers, well I mean it ~as so hot it 

didn't matter, and the next day they took me out to Wenforth and they 

said, look 

and I said, I'll take you and show you, 

'62 because somewhere between July and September I would have thought 

because there was a fire, yes, there was brush outside our house and 

there was a fire, Dave and I said, Christ, if this stuff blows up, uh 

and I couldn't I just couldn't ______ , I was taken 

back to ________________ , Swanapool suggested I was 

lying and I said, you think someone standing on there and you know 

would have stood out of that window so would he lie to you now and he, 

he looked rather sheepish almost, and later on that evening when they 

came to me and said that Dave had come and suddenly, you know, this is 
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like I, I, I'd been verified I mean I told the truth, I mean I was a 

I~ Amazing 

J~ Because the elation I mean it was the, it was the the dynamite that got 

us, it was the one charge we couldn't get out from under, that fact 

that I had to show them and couldn't find them was neither then or 

there because it was pretty close, it was Dave that found the spot , and 

it was then that they made Dave and somebody else came to the seashore 

and 

I: ~nd then after that you, you signed your statement basically, 

J: No, no, that caused another one but I think this is one of the reasons 

why they kept me so long because uh what happened? look, there were 

internal contradictions in the statement, I mean you know I was saying 

r went to Johannesburg alone, we went alone ________ okay so I 

picked up a hitchhiker and then, I refused to sign the statement not 

because I refused to sign it on principle, I refused to sign it because 

t thought that it became a sworn document and if there I mean a typical 

contradiction in this sworn document, I'd committed perjury, oh God, uh 

oh there was a hell of a fuss about it, how could anybody believe me if 

I didn't sound, and there was a telefax well, in the event, it didn't 

matter because those statements in any case uh are of no value, you ' ve 

got to sign one in front of a magistrate there too, I mean I didn ' t 

know that uh I let it be and they got all the stuffs that they wanted 

both from Dave and myself eventually and crucially there was a thing on 

the uh the uh the dynamite, at what stage did they read me John Harris' 

statement, 
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I: 

J: I was still, I was still standing, because some sort of argument broke 

out between us and they said, well what did I think of the Johannesburg 

bomb? and I had, I was quite friendly with the newspaper and I had said 

to the editor that you know the police came that they picked up 

somebody almost immediately which is of course true _________ _ 

and r said, if they were so confident they ' d picked 

somebody up, they'd have told us who it was, the fact that they didn't 

tell us meant that this was uh, they had done this and oh God 

he produced this statement, 

all I can remember is how and they said 

to me, well what did I think about that, now I have a capacity for 

producing a conscience which is enormous of anything I know because the 

one thing I never never _________ have ever felt any, either 

guilt by association or anything else was the 

I: Bomb yea, it ' s so outrageous, 

J: I was horrified but I mean you know so they told me they produced that, 

now I can't remember but that, certainly I was standing when they 

produced that because uh I mean I said well that's what you said, and I 

noticed that that was sworn before a magistrate because at that he 

said, I don't think I have anything else to say __________ _ 

so that really for the rest I was just kept in solitary, uh in a sense, 

it was when the young lady died, one of them died, but the old lady 

died, 

I: The old lady died yea, 

J: They woke me up, it was about three o'clock one morning, there were 
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quite, I was kept in a police cell, they were always cutting people 

up, you know they like doing this kind of thing, people came back in 

mangle forms and this kind of stuff, and they put before me a document 

made out in my name, in English, saying that I was willing to be called 

as a State Witness, I said, look we've been through all this before, 

I'm not willing to be called as a State Witness, and I said, you are 

crazy, you are absolutely crazy, 

it would be so much easier if it were 

the other way around and I remember that ________ statement, I 

am not willing to be called as a State Witness, 

I: State Witness, 

I said and I signed it and I said, you are crazy, you 

could have this, you could have this, you could have the other thing, 

and after that, I don't know when that happened 

eventually I think they only tried Dave and myself because well there 

was a straighforward thing about the dynamite, 

1; The dynamite, 

J: Because you see they didn't try Harry, they didn't try Norman, 

I: Why, Harry had to cooperate, Harry had never done anything, Harry never 

had been on an ________ neither had Norman as far as I know, 

J: No and what they had to prove against them would have been considered 

------- and what they needed were witnesses, now Leftbridge 

~ould have given evidence against them, up to this time, by this time 

he bad no choice, I think against, 

I: He might not have had any evidence on Harry, 

J: No but he would have bad on Norman, I would have had evidence on Harry, 



so in a sense it was a toss up I mean it was Harry or me, 

I: You were conspirators in a sense that you discussed things, 

J: Ob yes , it still was, I mean in a sense it was uh, look, 

I: They could have put you under the Terrorism Act, 

J: No, the Terrorism Act didn't exist in those days, it was just, 

T: It was just an expression of Communism, 

J: It was the Sabotage Act yes, and of cours~ I mean under the Sabotage 

Act there was no sentences which could be uh what do you call it 

and suspend, whereas under the SFC you could 

uh uh I suspect that from their point of view it may 

easier the dynamite rather than to try and prove conspiracy 
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because in any case in order to have a conviction of conspiracy you've 

got to if you have what they call 

t: 

J: 

I: 

J: 

I: 

J: 

I: 

J: 

I: 

J: 

Yea, 

And uh I suspect that it was more economical for them to charge us than 

to try the others, 

Yes, 

So they let the others go, and they charged Dave and I, 

You never saw the others did you? 

Who? 

IJh you certainly didn't see Cohen, did you see Bromberger? 

Oh yes Bromberger, well Norman 

He bad been released, 

the same person, 

Oh yes it was while I was serving my sentence and uh he was, when I 

came out uh I was offered the scholarship at my college in Cambridge 
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offered me the fellowship, 

!7 Oh really, immediately after you got out, 

J: Well they offered it to me whilst I was ther e, Ursula's teaching at 

and _____ _ came out and to give a -------- lecture and 

met her and said uh, how's John, and she said, at that stage I was 

allowed two visitors once a month 

J: mean you know we had wardens standing behind us, we talked through a 

glass, they very ostensively, very ostentatiously switched on the tape 

recorder and of course the warden looked over his shoulder and any 

notes with me were taken away from me and he was always turning around 

and talking to the man behind him, well I mean 

Cooper had offered me a permanent place in California, Los Angeles, 

I : Oh really, yea, 

J: And uh Mayer said ________ Los Angeles and Mayer to Edmond 

Leach organized this fellowship at 

I knew that 

_ _______ , well I knew that, 

that was on offet, and 

Ursula had said she was going to come over because we'd always said the 

problem with educating the kids was going to be an insurmountable 

problem and she had decided that uh, 

I; She wanted to go, 

J: She wanted to leave, so with that fellowship and her being offered, she 

was offered a job at Leeds University so she took that and I followed, 

I: And so that's how you ended up at Leeds, 

J: Uh that's that's why I a~ at Leeds and uh , 

(Tape 3) 
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