Interview with Hilary Claire in London
December 11th , 1994
MG ·

Hiliary I was just going to start us off asking you some
questions about your background.

Where you grew up,

a bit about your family perhaps if its got political
relevance for you.

And also something about your schooling

and the general environment you had and how this might have
effected your later work in the anti-apartheid movement.

So

just very generally on that.

HC:

Okay,

I was born in 1941 in England.

My father had come

from South Africa to train a t Gise as a doctor.
is an English woman.

She was a teacher.

My mother

The point about

that is when the war broke out and I was already born in
' 41 and life became more difficult from here (my family is
Jewish) and I think that that's probably the significant
issue there.

They decided to leave, my father was very

frightened, and to go back to South Africa to what was
then Rhodesia and subsequently to South Africa .

I was brought

up with the stories of leaving England and the dangers of
being a Jew in England.

MG:

This is in the 30's?
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HC:

No, I was born in '41 .
So it seems to me impression that what I got was to do with
repression and general difficulties one might have due to
one's birth and race and ethnicity which had nothing to do
with colour at all .

I think that the other aspect of that is

that my parents like many Jewish people who come from working
class families themselves were desperate about education and
raising themselves through the various barriers that were put
up through education.

There were three of us and so what they

did for me and then subsequently for my brother and sister
was

to

try

and slot us

into the

white angle

saxon WASP

hierarchy and so my education is almost completely public
school and the way that I speak is the way that I was
taught to speak.

I was taught to deny my family my father's

family were first generation immigrants, they didn't speak
english they spoke yiddish

* _______28).

been * ______ 29 and they had shop.

They had

And every now and

again we would meet my cousins for example in Capetown
Newsomberg and the snake pits and I would be covered with
embarrassment at what would be presented to me by my school
friends

as

incredibly

people.

So I grew up from really the younger stage with a

sort of sense of

vulgar

and

* _______ _33

absolutely

unacceptable

that I had to pretend to

belong in one group of people and to be very very quiet and
the

other

thing

that

I

grew

up

with

was

anti-semitism.

Because of the kinds of schools that they put me into.
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I was

either the

token Jew who was allowed in on the quota in

particular in

Rhodemes

( sp?)

which is

where

There were three of us and I was one of them.
that we were allowed in because

I

ended up .

We were told

we were clever enough to be

allowed in.

MG:

Now when your family came back from Britain, they moved to
Capetown?

HC:

They went to Petermowatsburg and then to Capetown.

MG:

And your Dad was a doctor you said?

HC:

My Dad was a doctor.

MG:

So he was going to be practising?

HC:

No, he was a public health doctor .
government.

He worked for the

And that was the other aspect of it which was

confusing and seems to be a thread through the whole of my
childhood and adolescence .

Was that we were presented with

what the government was doing in terms of people who were
looking after my father and who had actually given him a job.
And my father's ambivalence about this being Jew and working
for the governments is a feature of the whole of my childhood .
MG:

How do remember that, I mean in the sense of your father
being on some kind of sufferance.

Does that come from your

parents?
HC:

Yes, yes. And particularly in the later years when he should
have been promoted to being the Chief Medical Officer *____
______48 1 whose seniority and his expertise, he was
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bypassed.

It was at the point when the military was actuall y

t aking over even the health department.

And an Africance

Brigadier was put in charge of the Dept.

Our father was

very angry about it.

But the other aspect of it was for

example he was somebody who investigated the farm jails.
He was involved with the inoculation and even the
sterilization programmes which were in force.
MG:

This is '50,

HC :

Yes .

'60?

And he was actually a very humane man.

One half of him

would be deeply upset about all this and simultaneously he
couldn't criticise the government.

I mean my father actually

spent perfect Africance and expected us to as well.

And this

is, I think a measure of his attempt to be an acceptable
person.

I could talk to you for a long time on my father

and what i t was to be a Jew.
MG:

Now your family themselves didn't have a yiddish accent?
Your Mom and Father.

HC:

My mother was English .

MG:

She wasn ' t Jewish?

HC:

Jewish and English (she was English) ,

and my father had

gone to Saxon, Capetown .
MG:

I see,

HC:

He was bilingual, he spoke English and upper class .

MG:

But it was the relatives, that you remember at a younger age .

HC:

They were not Yiddish because they were my generation, but
they were
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MG :

But they sort of had this crude

HC:

They were go getting materialistic shoal attending Jews .
And we were being brought up at WASPS.

MG:

WASPS, yes.

HC:

We were put in the public school not the government school
system.
It seems to me to be something that I negotiated quite well

HC:

with quite a lot of pain.

MG:

You remember that at quite an early age .

Being very aware of

ambivalence .
HC:

I do remember at the age of 8 being told that the reason I
came top of my class (which I did) , was that all Jews are
clever.

Which is actually that sort of stereotyping which

divides you off and diminishes you in all kinds of ways.
The other thing about my childhood is we were brought up in
a very smart bit of Capetown, we lived on the mountain very
near the University where my mother taught .
MG:

So she was an academic.

HC:

Yes .

I remember we were given a lot of freedom.

My parents were extremely liberal in terms of how they brought

up their children.
freedom.
going

?

We were given an enormous amount of

I used to go off on my own quite a lot and I do
down

to

- - -- - - - - -77

the

bottom

of

* Basham

Avenue

where

we lived which was still all fields and forests, it not
completely states, and coming across a squatter camp and
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being deeply shocked because even though I was aware of a
lot of inequities at a personal level, for example, our
servants, was in a car accident and my father because of
his medical training, did a fair amount of looking after
her, but I was aware that she was getting very different
treatment than what we were, as the doctors daughter .
her husband got injured as well he was a

11

And

harby" he worked

on the boats and we knew too that he was not being properly
HC:

cared for. And we actually knew about all of this when we
were pre-teens.

But I think i t was actually seeing the

s quatters camp and seeing that people living down the road
from us and didn't tell anybody.
MG:

How old were you?

HC:

Nine - ten, yes.
It seems to me that that whole age group was actually very
formative for me becoming aware of inequality based on colour.

MG:

But you didn't talk politics at home very much?

HC:

Not at all.

My parents completely A political as my father

was doing some apologetic thing about the government .

There

was certainly no shock or horror about the natz coming in in
'48.

MG:

Interesting, yes.

HC:

And nobody that I knew or they knew was politically
involved.

MG:

So you don't remember people being upset about the
removal of the colours from the voting role or anything
6

like that.
Was your mother a social scientist?
HC :

Mother taught French.

She became a leccurer in French

and eventually a Professor of French.

But no, absolutely

uninvolved in any political activity at all.

So I was not

part of any of that world in the transparent and inducted
world.
MG:

What about your schools?

Was there any sort of key

MG:

no teachers, no classes that you remember where

HC:

Nothing, absolutely nothing at all, which is that sense of
being an outsider which I now trace back to the sort of very
early thing that being told "Jews don't belong".

In a way

aloud me to be an outsider politically and not to talk about
it at all, but to live with it.
The first occasion at which at school I came up against
somebody - - I was quite as much of a sort of stormy person
than

I

am now

better.

--

I've got

the whole

thing under control

I got into a physical fight with someone when I was

in secondary school because of some despairenging remarks
she made.
MG:

About Jews?

HC:

No it wasn't about Jews, it was about other people.
I think I get very quiet about the Jewish thing.

You know

People would

would not realize that I was Jewish anyway because they
thought I didn't look it.
have

I didn't go to synagogue, I didn't

any of the kind of impertinences of being Jewish and
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so very few people knew that.

Somebody made an incredibly

despairenging remark about black people and I hit her and
I think that was the only occasion when I can remember
really losing my temper .
MG:

But it is interesting that you did have such a violently
physical (not violently necessarily) but very physical
encounter.

HC:

She was more shocked than me.
I was very tiny then.

MG :

You were what ten or eleven.

HC:

No, no, by then I was 14 .
But because I was both younger than everybody in my class,
but also much smaller, that didn't come with the size.
There was always that sense of them being much bigger and much
older and much more sophisticated.

The thing that happened

in *_______ 155, I was at Rhodeme by then was that I was
only being one of the quotas, I was the only scholarship
girl in my class, so my parents actually didn't come from
there .

You know kind of very highly paid, social world

that the rest of my class seemed to come from, and the re
was some kind of project .

I don't quite remember what

was involved but May and Judy Stamp, we got chosen to
go to stay in* Sophiatown ....... . ...

(121)

And we stayed

there for about a week and we met*· ....... huddleston (122) .
And we went across the* ... . ....... 123) and we were taken
around to all the townships and I mean I have spoken to
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Judy subsequently because she and I are still friends .

And

for both of us it was a formative experience .
MG:

So the school was trying to broaden your ...

HC:

Yes, the school took us there and it was the first time
1 had been to the townships.

Even though I had heard my

father talk about*· · ........... .. (126) I had never actually
been in the townships at all.

I mean it was a time of the

bus boycotts.
MG:

That must have been about '54,

'55 .

HC :

I knew about this because Muriel, who you know as well.

Her

parents were involved in bussing in transporting.
And I actually knew the Newsomes very well because my parents
were friends and I spent my holidays with them .

I think that

between them Jack and Phyllis introduced me to a political
world of adults which I've never come across. And my parents
friends definitely didn't talk their language.
MG:

So you are really talking about matriculation when you .... . .

HC:

No, no, I knew the Newsomes from eleven onwards when we moved
to Johannesburg, and spent quite a lot of time with them.
So I think Jack and Phyllis had something to do with this.

MG:

Yes, as a sort of a background ....

HC:

Induction to the world which I knew nothing about.

And I

think the important thing about that was when my own parents
would never criticise enthiny or even offer . .. the Newsomes
would talk openly and so in a way it was validating.
At home what it was resulting in was the most enormous
9

confrugration (?) against my father.

Since the whole of my

teens
from 13 onwards basically became an area of more and more
tension and anxiety at all kinds of levels.
MG:

Personal freedoms rather than ... . .. .

HC:

No politics, it wasn't personal freedoms, because my
parents had always given us personal freedom, I didn't have
to fight for it.

But as I became more politicized and aware

of what was happening in the world outside, I was bringing
it home and hitting up against what seemed to be increasingly
reaction, reaction fascist people.
HC :

The fact that my father

was a Jew, made it even difficult for me to accept that he
would blind himself to what was going on .

MG:

So by the time you are 13 - 14 you are really having a lot
of these debates.

HC :

By the time I was 15 or 16 it was to the point that at which
the family was going to blow up, if I didn't get out of it.
So it seems to me that the kind of politics which ended up
as externalized, actually started at home.

MG:

The source of this was clearly partly Rhodeme, partly you,
you must have been reading something about the world
around you as well, to be aware of these issues.

RC:

Rhodeme, offered me nothing in terms of politicization .
mean that business of going into Sophiatown was a trick .

MG:

That was later ..

HC:

Yes, by then I was 15 and half.
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I

It was very late and I think what happened was that the
person who actually got chosen to go , got sick or I went
and asked if I could go as an extra person.
remember anymore .

I can't

This was my first introduction to

the thing.
MG:

But it is interesting that you start talking politics at a
young age, which is younger than probably most kids wer€
at that time.

HC:

I think, I don't know whether you call it "talking politics"
I was talking to John a bit earlier about what my Ph .D .
research was about, and it seemed to me about issues of
justice .

HC:

And because I was interested in why my parents would never
talk about being Jewish and what had happened to the Jews , I
must have found out for myself.

And so at that level it was

some attempt to make sense of the world.
MG:

And then one raises questions about what are we doing to
blacks as well . . .

MG :

How many siblings did you have?

HC:

I've got a sister whose two years younger than me and a
brother whose nine years younger than me.
So he's very much my baby brother.
I was very young through school.

I skipped two classes

and ended up doing my matriculum just about on my 16th
b i rthday.

So I went to * ____ ______ 173 .

I

enrolled in Politics because somebody said that I would
11

enjoy it.

I mean I didn't know what I wanted to do.

The one thing I didn't want to do was the same thing as
my mother and my father.

I'm not going to be a doctor

even though he wants me to, and I wasn't going to be, you
know the l anguate person.
MG:

Your family have been in the *trans . . . . . . . . . .. . 177 for
some time.

HC:

Yes, since I was eleven.

MG:

In

MG:

At what year did you start at Fitz (sp)

HC:

'57.

* .. . . ........... work ( 178)

.
?

It seems to me that in that first year at Fitz I did nothing
HC:

much but socialize and the politics and history,
put i t together with my life in any way.

I never

I didn't join the

* ..... . . . . . ....... (182) 1 wasn't a member of the MUS.
MG:

Did you participate in the demonstrations as of that time?
There was a quite a lot on the open Universities.

HC:

No, a sixteen year old .... I did not want to join anything.
However, this kind of thread of I suppose one might call it
awareness or concern, I got the world outside, was sort of
going along side.

At the end of my first year, through

people that I was friends with I met Ronnie .
MG:

He was at Fitz (sp?) at this point.

HC:

Yes, Ronnie was doing his Ph.D., he's seven years older than
me .

MG:

In what was he doing his Ph.D.?
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RC:

In chemistry, he's a physical chemist.

And he was in fact

the boyfriend of Pricilla DeLong who was one of my best
f riends.

Yes, she is Dutch, most of my friends were Dutch .

All foreign, which never occurred to me at the time as being
anything special, but I still know one of them Murray

* .... . ... .......... . . (198) whose told me quite a lot about
what was happening .

What I found in Ronnie was both

* ... . . .. ......... . (200) to my father it seems to me since his
very repressive and actual cowardly reaction to the situation
but also someone better do something about it .
MG :

So you met Ronnie in your first year at* · . .... .... .. (202)?

HC:

Yes.

MG:

And he was willing to do something in the sense that he

MG:

politics to you .

HC:

He was friendly at a personal level with people in the

Then Ronnie and Pricillia broke up .. .

laboratory who were laboratory assistants who were black men.
And he also had a kind of freedom which was very different
than the other young boys that I was going around with.
had a motor bike, we always had motor bikes.

He

And you can

go places on motor bikes that you can't get in a car.
quite a little bike, almost like a traill bike.

It was

And when I

started going out with Ronnie, that's what we did.

We did a

lot of exploring and ended ourselves up a bit in that same
way as finding that squatter camp down in the woods.

You

find things that you didn ' t know were there.
MG:

Yes, you could go over to Sophiatow4, it would be a hop
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skip and a jump . .. .
HC :

Easy ... but most interesting exploring

MG:

So he would say let's go some place

HC:

Yes, so we would go and we would find ourselves . .. I mean
Ronnie was older than me and he knew a lot more about the
world and he came from a very different background than me.
But I had this kind of middle class background where I had

to try and find my way myself.

There's a limit to what you

can do when you are young girl.

He was older and had a lot

more freedom.
Now, let's try to remember this ...
We became involved in the work camps association.
MG:

Who ran that?

HC:

I don 1 t know.

MG:

Not a Christian Group or anything like that.

HC:

No, it wasn't Christian .
It was multi-racial and it took us at a time when apartheid

was

really quite sort stringent in South Africa.

It took us into

what was still the* .... ... ..... . . 224) what was still
Swazilands, Botswana where we built schools , type of things
in a multi-racial community.
MG:

Around the University, or in villages in* . . ... . . ... . ... . 227).

HC:

All kinds of places.

One was near Maserri (sp?) one was near

Lebattsi (sp?)* ...... 228.
229).
MG :

We built * .. ... .... ......... school

We were involved i n building the foundations for i t.

Isn't that interesting .
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HC:

Cause I met Pat many years later.

MG:

I'm trying to trace him, so I want ask about that later .

HC:

Yes , and I think that was part of a sort of awareness one
could do something, you couldn't just be angry .

MG:

Yes, that's great, so you did that in your summer holidays?

HC:

And on weekends .
I became a secretary of this Work Camps Association .

Did

things like sort of hiring the vans and organizing
and administrating and writing letters and that kind of
stuff.
MG:

So you are doing that at a very early age, your 17 - 18.

HC :

Yes, about 18.

MG:

It's a National Group, not just a Transval Group.
Jewish?

HC:

No . And multi-racial.

I think that was my first experience

HC:

apart from my politics and history classes at Fitz {sp?)
which were also multi - racial and what I was corning up against
there were and they were all men, I can't remember any women
in the group at all .

I do remember them,

MG :

Not in politics, there weren't many.

HC :

Well it was only in my year I think there was only me that
went right the way through to Politics three .
have been somebody else in the first year .
totally invisible us women.

There might
We were

I mean we were visible to

staff, but largely invisible to the other students .
just watched and listened all the time.
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And

You asked about Prof . LeMay?
I met Prof. LeMay at Oxford which is where he now is, and
I said you taught me and I remember you, and he didn't
remember me .

I got a first , and he didn't remember me, you

know it was that kind of thing of invisible women, it was a
whole different ball game.

And, anyway, I remember listening

there were Indian men and there were African men as well as
the white men.
MG:

In the cloths by this time?

HC:

And I remember taking home somebody, I can no longer remember
his name to my shame.

But be sat on my stoop in gold raves

and he said "one of these days this will be my house Louis".
And I remember thinking, this is what it means for things
to change, that this will be your house.
MG:

Do you remember who that was at all?

HC:

No, I can't remember his name, he became a lawyer .

MG:

Not Ishmal Mohammed?

HC:

No, he was an African man, not an Indian man.

There

were Indian men in the group as well.
Okay, then, largely because of the problems with my father
and the necessity for me to leave home, my mother
who had herself got into Cambridge but not been able to go
because of poverty in the family, was determined that her
clever daughter was going to do it for her.

So there was

tremendous pressure for me to Oxford before Cambridge, so I
did the entrance exams for both and because I actually did
16

realize I had to leave home, my father was going to kill me
or I was going to kill him.

I wrote the entrance exams and in

£act got into both and went to Oxford.
MG:

So you finished, you started '56 - Oh! you didn't finish your
degree.

HC:

My third year,

I went to Oxford,

I wrote my finals there

so I have got a Vitz or Fitz (sp?) degree and when I got to
Oxford, what I discovered was that everybody hated me because
I was white South African.

And that was a very

interesti ng experience, to actually think about South Africa
and my role with relation to it through the eyes of these
people, some of them were black, some of them were not.
who saw me as a part of a white stereotype.
I'm not that, what am I?

But

And I thought, if

What am I going to do if all I'm

going to be is somebody who say "Oh! well show us your
different" and you say
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1 don't have to be different" .

I

went back to South Africa largely it seems through chance,
HC:

since I'd gone back on holiday and Ronnie and I got into a
car accident, which ended him in hospital.

MG:

This is just a side question, was leaving Ronnie behind and
going to Oxford a big issue?

HC :

It was a very big issue, and the idea was he would finish
his Ph.D. and he would come to England.

I don't know what

I thought about South Africa, I didn't think I was leaving
it forever so I wanted a better degree than I was going to
get through Vitz (sp ?) and actually loved Oxford, I loved
17

the
*P.P .

* _______________ 283)

- - - - - - - - - -284)

I

read

and the contrasts to what I had

been doing before and the demands on me.
very good people.

and

I was taught by

And I liked a lot of the people I met

there, I was terribly homesick which, I mean, that was a
different thing, but Ronnie failed to recover well from this
car accident and I was sort of put on a plane and sent back
by my parents.

And a few months into it, I really couldn't

kind of go on with it.

And you know 'S0's girl!!

MG :

We ' re all '50's people .

HC:

Sort of " stand by your man" .

I did my nstand by your man"

act. And got permission from Mary Warnock was my moral tutor .
MG:

Was she! !

HC:

Yes , she really was a moral tutor.

I got permission from

Mary Warnock to come back within a year and went home.
In the meantime *_ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 297) had happened,
and I got the only job I could get as a typist.

I couldn't

actually type, but I did the best I could on the spot.
HC:

I

worked

in

the

editorial

department

of

* __________ 300) a magazine and that was interesting
because what I find myself amongst, were people who were
pretending to be Liberal, who so powerful and who were doing
things like wanting to print* _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ __
303) rights.

Measured black people heads and were discussing,

basically they were inferior, and I knew enough to know that
you couldn't do this.

And I also knew how powerful Optima was
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and what kind of money it had behind i t.

- - - -- - -- - - - -306 }

the editor at that time?

MG:

*

HC:

No , it was an Englishman whose name I

but he

was a photographer , he was a nice man, but he was a weak
and compliance with the question.

He really wasn't good

enough, you know, to speak up against ... . there was a lot of
money this year .. and ... they really objected to me.

They

employed as an editorial assistant, but they wan.ted me to be

a secretary, and whenever I said "I think we should do this,

I don't think we should have an article about this", they
said you know .... "shut up and be quiet and be a typist" .
Then I was fired.

MG :

Oh ! really.

HC:

Yes.

MG:

That's quite distinguished to be fired by Anglo American
in the SO'S.

HC:

They didn't call it that , they said we think you should
find a niche elsewhere.
So I went and went and worked at the Vitz (sp?) for Prof.

HC:

Black who was the Professor of Mining .

Who actually I

knew already because *__________ ___318) .
MG:

Again, as an office assistant ?

HC :

Yes, I was a research assistant, I did awful things, like
weld wires together for the mining engineers. And the
mining engineers were another group .

MG:

Were awful !! ! yes ,
19

HC:

Jesus, they were awful .

But again, there were other p e ople

i f Vitz .
MG:

What y ear was that now?

HC:

'61-'62.

MG:

So it was after* - - - - - - -ville(323 ).
And are you living with Ronnie at this point?

HC:

Yes, then we got married.
We got married in '62 , but he was in hospital for a long
time.

MG:

Oh! really, he was that badly injured .

HC:

Oh! yes very badly injured.

I mean it actually

devastated his life.
Right, he then got recruited by Mike Schnider.
MG:

Oh! really, by Mike ...
So at this point you are meeting a lot of people .

You

are not in the Liberal Party though, and your not in the
Socialist League .
HC:

No, never was in the Liberal Party

MG:

Your not in the AMC and neither is Ronnie

HC:

Not in anything .

MG:

Well we'll get on to Ronnie a little later.

HC:

Mike Schnider, we knew because he lived in the block of
flats,

that block opposite Vitz.

And Mike lived upstairs.

Finneous Court.

Mike and Ronnie were quite good friends.
MG :

Mike was what, an undergraduate at this point?
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HC:

No, he was working for his uncle.

MG:

He's not a student?

HC:

No.

MG:

I don't know anything about his background at all .

HC:

He comes from a Jewish business family.

I don't even know what degree if anything, Mikes got .

Quite religious at one level . He actually came from the
Cape.
MG:

His parents were deaf and dumb weren't they?

HC :

Yes, but he had come up from the Cape to work for his
uncle . And Ronnie was recruited not just because of his
politics, but because he was a chemist .

And, Ronnie was

the man who made the explosives and taught other people
how to use them who knew where you could get them, because
he had worked on the mines himself.

He actually had a mines

scholarship to Vitz and he entry straight back into the mines .
MG:

Was he recruited by Dennis Hicks by any chance?

HC:

Yes.

Dennis was also part of it .

You would have to ask Dennis now (exact details of this) , but
what I can remember is that Dennis and Mike coming and talking
to Ronnie and me saying

"*____ _____ ___ ___

353).

MG !

You can remember a distinct meeting where Mike and Dennis

MG:

come to both of you.

HC :

I don't know whether they came together.
both of them around the same time .

But I do remembe r

Dennis was already

involved with his wife (his black wife ), and hiding her as
his servant .
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MG:

Up in Hillborough, yes.

HC:

Holly was her name. We would visit Holly and Holly would
be wearing her little apron and serving coffee and chis
sort of stuff.

MG:

And Ronnie and Dennis would have know one another?

HC:

They knew each other too because Dennis was at Maths Dept.
And there was another man, I think who was in the Math
Dept . as well* _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 363).

MG:

It would have been not Kaputo?

HC:

No, he was a Mathematician also, I just can't think
of his name .

MG:

Not Basil Stein?

HC:

Basil Stein, that the name, yes.
A.nd then there was the man who got arrested.

MG:

Berrill *- - - - - - - - - -369).

MG:

*

An older man.

370) was in the Physics Dept. of course

so they all knew one another.
HC:

The thing Burrock (sp) was that I knew who he was, but
he obviously didn't know who I was.
And there was the odd occasion that he gave me a lift, I was
hitchhiking up to Vitz and he gave me a lift and said who
he was, but I knew anyway.

HC:

And it was that odd sort of thing

Because there were a number of people in the area who we knew
each other from before.

We knew each other from school.

I mean I knew Hugh from school.

Because I went to Rhodeme and

he went to St. Johns, of course we knew each other.
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And yet

we adopted these lanes and always used them and always used
them.

So even though I knew Mike, from be.fore, within the

ARM we managed to do this kind of split stuff .
MG:

That's great, that was so effective.

HC:

It was effective, but I don't think it occurred to us we
were doing cloak and dagger.

We took very seriously the

whole thing of protecting each other.

And I remember

being very worried, for I remember saying to Hugh "listen,
you and I know each other, what happens if actually one
of us is caught and we're pushed to say who was Kate, who
was, what was his name again, I can't remember.
MG:

Who were you?

HC:

Kate.
You know, how can I guarantee that I won't let slip.

MG :

I think Boruk was Eric .

HC :

Yes, so that is why we used the code names all the time, to
try to imbed it in our minds.

MG:

So you remember that being effectively used though?

HC:

Yes, absolutely .

When we would be meeting in both social

and non-social occasions we would attempt, it was a kind of
slipping back to * _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ (394) actually it
worked better than one might have imagined.
MG:

Really, that's interesting, it's a piece of information

MG:

that no one has give men before, in that sense .

MG:

Can you remember that first conversation with, you know as
much

as

possible,

with

Ronnie
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and

whether

That's great .

you

raised

objections, and whether you asked questions about what's the
organization and who are they and what are their policies?
Did you remember any of those kinds of questions?

HC:

No.

The extraordinary thing is Magnus , I mean.

Of course ,

there's a question that should have been asked .
yes,

I

And

don't remember myself asking any of them.

I

was 21 years of age I think or maybe even 20 still
and . . ...

Looking back on it, I mean Ronnie was 27 and

I was 20 but he obviously was older and more mature than

me and yet we were so sure that something had to be done
about what was going on and that we had to do it.

But if

it wasn't us, who was it?
MG:

Y.ou were ready for this, clearly?

HC:

Yes, we had been waiting for a long time, looking for what
we could do .

I mean there is a whole number of things

which I guess both of us had been getting into in one way
or another, socially probably, through connections with
black colleagues at Vitz.

And increasingly searching out

and I don't know whether Ronnie searched out Mike or Mike
searched him out or what .
MG:

Or maybe there were previous discussions and stuff like

that .
MG:

Do you remember the date on this? '62, maybe a little later?

HC:

I think it probably late '62 early '63.
24

MG :

Okay.
I'm just trying to place it in terms of the evolution of the
organization .

HC:

Yes, Mike was still in Johannesburg.
later.

He went to Capetown

I remember meeting Hugh ... . . and being introduced to

him by whatever his code name was ... and have you ...... .
sorry . . . .
MG;

So you can remember this meeting and then I suppose the
next stage is you . ..

HC:

The next stage it seems to me, they tried to keep me out.
They really didn't want women, they were machos 1960's
blokes and it was very hard.
So you asked me what training I got .
What I did was to watch them .

The answer is no .

They would meet up in our

flat, because by then we were married and we had our own
place.
MG:

You are no longer in Finneous Court at this point .

HC :

No , after we got married we got a little flat elsewhere in

*___________438) and we quite quickly moved from
that to another one and then we ended up in the squat.
MG :

In a squat in * _______burg(439)

HC :

Oh! I can't remember the name of the road anymore.

It's

all been demolished.
MG:

Up in*- - - - - - - -tain(442) as well.

HC:

No it was actually Parktown.

HC:

been built for some Mining magnet.
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It was a huge house that had
Norman Sieve, I can't

remember how I knew him, but I did , he was already squatting
one bi t of it and Ronnie and I got another bit of it .
Wonderful house, it had Italian murals etc.
had been brought to do this .
safe.

Italian artists

Incredible fuss .

And pretty

You had no electricity, and water didn 1 t run

properly, so it was a little bit on the primitive side, but
it was big.

And we moved from there again to another place

which again was very private .

It was the stables at the

side of . .. . my brother John would remember the address,
he is better on addresses .
MG :

Was the Squat used as a place for the ARM people to meet?

HC :

Never .
Mostly because we didn't trust the other people who were
living there.
But in the * _ ________457) we finally got on our
own.

Which had big sort of workshop, because it was as sort

of stable, it was the whole of the top bit of it.

It was

in fact a sort of workshop and I can remember peopl e coming
a nd they were putting alarm clocks together and doing it
in the stable.

What I would do when they finally sort of

acknowledged that I might have some sort of role to play
because I was completely clean and had no political record
of any sorts, never belonged to anything .

What I did was

to go and buy stuff clocks and anything that you could buy
in ordinary shops .

I opened the post office box number .

Can't remember the name anymore , not in my own name but
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HC:

went and opened it and collected the stuff and . .. . .

MG:

The box was mostly for receiving stuff from abroad and
from the other groups in Durban and Capetown.

HC:

Yes, and we used my mother ' s car.

Again, because my

parents completely were unsuspect people.

In both in

terms of their general politics .
MG :

And the thought that their daughter could do something
like this was inconceivable.

HC:

We didn't have a car, we had a motor bike and my mother
bless her little cotton socks, was prepared whenever
we said we needed something, we needed to go somewhere.
Yes, you could use the car, so we did.

MG:

You used the cars a lot for meetings, didn't you?
Or wasn't that the case?

HC:

I don't remember that so much because if there was ever
a meeting, we would go by motor bike.
for jobs .

It was actually

We used their pewter . . ..

MG :

Oh! really .

HC:

Well the sad thing abou t it was it got impounded when
we left and my mother got taken and questioned and
they knew nothing about this.

MG:

So you feel . .. a bit dicey about that .

HC:

Yes, I justified it all to myself at the time, I said
this is more important, but nevertheless one doesn't
like to think of one's parents being affected and my
father got very heavily penalized .
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I mean he had already

been penalized within his department, but it certainly
HC:

blocked.

MG:

His career you think.

HC :

Yes.

MG:

He had this daughter ...... yes .

MG:

Let's just go back, you know you've got your first meeting
you say "me to me to".
In your nice young South African way.
They say they're not sure or they'll think about it or
something like that.

HC:

They say no basically.

In any case you come in.
Women can't be trusted you know

what can you do, you can't .....
MG:

You can recall them actually saying thing of that kind?

HC:

But Ronnie was the most appalling chauvinist.

MG :

Really .

HC:

0 God. An d the others weren't an awful lot better.

MG:

Anyway, so you really force your way in, in a sense by just
badgering him or whatever .

HC:

Yes, by just insisting there must be something that I can
do .

MG:

I know this is really a kind of lousy question to ask,
but do you remember then being drawn in something being
called a cell, or was it never done that formally?
Which group would you have been a part of?

HC:

Yes, Ronnie, Hugh, Ray Isenstein.

MG:

Oh! Ray was in there too.
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HC :

I knew about John* - - - - - - - -516) but he never c ame to
the house for some reason or another.

MG ;

John Lloyd.

HC ;

J ohn Lloyd, yes, never came .
Her name has gone from me.

There was a woman,

I actually

knew about the other women in Johannesburg.
MG:

It would have been Wensal , Rosemary Wensal . But she wasn' t
in your group was she?

HC:

No , she wasn't, but I knew about her .

MG:

* _____________523) wasn't in your group ?
Okay, so I guess I didn't know that .. ... .
Rhoda Preger(??)

HC :

Rhoda,

I only met them in London.

MG :

No , Rhoda died very early, you know.

She died .

She was only

52 or 54 when she had that terrible reaction to a medicine .
That was in Johannesburg .

Yes .

Now Rhoda was very important, but you didn't run into her ?
HC :

I met Fred Preger in London, he was with a woman .

MG:

He was always,

Fred was a great .. . ... .

Rhoda was dead by then, yes she died in ' 62 or '63.
But she was a leading force in this whole organization by the
way, she would have really been ,
HC:

I think that the security was very good.

MG :

Yes , apparently.

HC :

I think it was and we didn't know who the other people were
and if we knew who they were, it was because we had )<Down
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them before.
So the fact that I knew about Mike and about Adrian, because
I had known them before.
MG:

And Adrian must have come up to visit your group at some
point. .

HC :

Yes, and I recognised him, I mean you know he was called
something else, but I knew perfectly well who he was.

MG:

He was called Mark I think.

HC:

That's right.

MG:

Oh! Tony, but he was in Capetown wasn't he?

HC:

Tony was a Johannesburg person.

And Tony in fact came to me.

I met him at Vitz.

Tony and I had known each other when he was a student
before he came to England.
MG:

You knew him at Vitz then?

HC:

Yes, and his cousin Wendal and I went to school together
so we actually knew each oth er and when he came back
from England, he came to me and he said "he really
thought he wanted to do something".

He wanted to join

something, did I know .....
MG:

Interesting!

HC:

So he was recruited in at that point.

MG:

So you brought Tony.

HC:

Me and Ronnie,

I mean he knew Ronnie through me so yes,

but he went to Capetown .
MG:

Yes that's right.

HC:

And worked with Mike .
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MG :

Mike at some point left t o go t o Capetown as well .

To go

to school, I mean University.
HC:

Maybe that 1 s what he did, I don 't remember.

He and Phil

went down together, to Capetown .
MG:

So you knew Flow in Joberg as well too .

HC:

Flow, no in the same year at Fitz.
We knew each other since the first years.

MG:

So you are drawn in finally and do you remember - are
meetings fairly irregular or just on an as need basis
o r did you all get together for meetings?

Can you

remember that? Where you would talk about the next
action.
HC :

We did a lot of*- - - - -Wreckies(sp)574) I mean
I can't answer that exactly.

It seems to me that

Ronnie and I because we had this bike .

We did a

lot of wreckies and then people would come and we
would talk about places we'd found.
sit and watch them,

And we used to

I mean you can do this with a

motor bike, I mean you can hide it in the bushes ,
where you can't hide a car in the same way.

And we

would watch railway junctions and watch pylons to
see whether people came around them and that kind of
thing.

What we could do on the bike is we would find a

pollen and we would follow it and see where it took you
to.

So that if we took it out, you actually knew what

else you were taking out .

Or if you cut a certain
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HC:

railway junction you could see what else it might effect .
Follow the railway lines ....

MG:

Sounds like you did most of the reconnaissance for your group
then.

HC:

We probably did,
outings.

between us.

And they were part of

the

They were part of the how do you explore your

country on your motor bike ethnic.
MG:

Sure, yes.

You forget that don't you.

HC:

And we got bigger and better bikes as time went by.

MG:

Did you have separate bikes?

HC:

No, I learned to ride a motor bike in England.
always the passenger .
little .

I was

But the first bike was really quite

And then we conceived this idea that we wanted

to ride over Africa on a motor bike.

Which somebody else

called Ronnie Allison , he wasn't part of this, was going
to do, so we kind of shared this .

Ronnie Allison must

* __________ (603) He was Leptimars boyfriends.
is how the connection works .

It was*

This

- - - - -- - - -- - -

(605) assistance. So we had lot of notes and we had graduated
to an extremely * ______________ (609) *________
motor bike which was about 650 cc.
MG:

A nice Harley Davidson, I suppose.

HC:

It wasn't a Harley Davidson.

MG:

BMW

HC:

No, no, I don't think we could have afforded it.
lovely bike, a big bike.

It was a

Our house was cluttered with bikes
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at various stages.
MG:

Do you think you went out most weekends to reconnaissance?

HC:

Yes,

MG:

Really as much as that.
And did you have a sense that the people in your group had
different roles?

Like in the sense that you did the

reconnaissance and someone else did the going and stealing the

dynamite and that sort of thing.
HC :

I think so .
I do remember going and looking for the dynamite
stored.

being

Ronnie seemed to recognize these little boxes.
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MG:

On the mine quarries and stuff.

HC:

Yes, he seemed to know what they were.

I certainly didn't

and I suspect others didn't either .
MG:

Can you remember actually going on expeditions to steal the
stuff.

HC:

No , not personally .
The thing about Ronnie and I, even though we bad only been
married for a short time, even at that stage of our marriage
t here were all kinds of problems and difficulties, so I don't
always know where he was.

And also, it was understood that

given what we were up to, I shouldn't ask.
MG:

You shouldn't ask and shouldn't know.
So you were never asked to store dynamite or anything like
that .

HC :

No we didn't do anything like that .

You know the timers

and that were stored.
MG:

At your place.

HC:

Yes, we had all of them.

And I remember them wiring them

up.
MG:

And Ronnie did the wiring?

HC:

He taught people how to do it .

MG:

I wonder if he taught Dennis Hicks or he taught Dennis
taught him.

HC:

I wouldn't be surprised he Ronnie taught him.

Because of

being a physical chemist, he actually knew a hell of a lot.
Seems to be incredibly handy, he fixed the bikes and stuff
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he knew a lot about how things worked .
MG:

Yes, but the two of you never went and actually put the
explosives up did you?

HC:

Yes, we did.

MG :

Did you .

HC:

And this is where we borrowed the car.

I was the driver .

Especially because it was my mother's car and Marie didn't
have a driver's license.
MG:

And you would usually go out in three's didn't you?

HC :

We went with Hugh .

And what I do remember about these

blokes is that Ronnie in fact , became an alcoholic later
in his life and drink really brought a problem for him.
But he would never drink and Hugh would and I remember
them having a lot of arguments about it.
MG :

Oh! Hugh would drink before going on an action!

HC:

Hugh would be, I mean everybody's nose were in pieces.
Ronnie would get absolutely plastered afterward.
But Hugh would actually drink before and I think we were
worried about that .

MG:

Yes , rightly probably .
Which actions can you remember?

I would sort of like to

have that on tape.
HC:

I just remember going out into the country and it being
very dark and always choosing places, it was one of those

*______________nights (672)

and having to turn

the lights off on the car as well and drive in the dark
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which is a little scary .

* ________ (674)there

MG:

And you would sort of have to

MG;

while the other guys went out and put the stuff up on the
project.

HC:

Yes, they wertt out.

I didn't go out and tape stuff onto

pylons or anything like that.

But I had to be ready when

they would jump back in the car.

What I remember is being

so frightened that when they jumped back into the car
actually not being able to start the car .
MG :

Or being so nervous that you couldn't start it right _
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MG :

It must be every persons nightmare .

HC ;

Yes,

and I don't know how many people have told you

this, because I think people actually protect themselves
as * ___________ (684}.
MG:

People have not talked about being scared.

HC:

Ohl damn.

I was absolutely terrified.
And I know that Ronnie was and I know that he got plastered
and I know that Hugh was and that was why he drank so much.
MG:

Which was normal ... I would think.

HC:

Yes, but these blokes had to pretend and mayb e women don't
have to, to the same extent.
Yes, and when we talked.

I mean you talked about Adrian

talking to us about how to cope in solitary.

I like

singing quite a lot and I can actually play the piano.
And what I did, because I was very frightened, very very
frightened of what the idea of being on my own for a long
time.

I have the biggest repertoire of songs of anybody

you are ever going to meet.
MG:

Even Lizzy Franklin .. . .

HC:

Because i t seemed to me you had to have ways .... Now
some people said to me they could remember poetry, and
I can't do that, but I can remember music .
actually went out of my way to learn songs.
read a lot of stuff.
Resis t ance.

So I
I've

I read a l ot about the Algerian

Seemed to me that it was coming into my
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hands anyway .

I can ' t remember actually why .

MG :

Maybe your group was passing around . .. .

RC :

No , because I was at*

- - - - - - - - - - - - ( 713 )

French .

I

don I t think anybody else read Frencb .
MG:

Apart from Raymond .. .

HC:

I didn't know about Raymond . . .

But what I was doing was

reading about how people coped.

And trying to prepare

myself because I think in a way we knew that we 1 d get
c aught.
MG:

So there was a famous book called Gangrene that
came out at that time.

HC:

Do you remember that at all?

No.
It seems to me that that's part of fear,

that you

anticipate.
MG:

I just wanted to get back to the people in your group?
Was Raymond in your cell or he wasn't?

HC:

He wasn't, but he shared a flat with Hugh .

MG:

Oh! yes, he was in the other group with

*- - - - - - - - - - - - -sounds like Thirst.on (003 second
side of tape 1). and Dennis.
RC :

Yes, he was .

What I do remember .

This might be interesting

to you, is that this business of social and political crosses .
Hugh came to our place once and somebody whose a friend of
mine came to visit and i t would have been possible to explain
that I knew Hugh, because I was at school etc.

But

nevertheless it didn't seem like a very clever idea.
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So I

hid in the airing cupboard.
under the stairs here.
HC:

Which is a cupboard that we have

Poor Hugh had to sit in this airless

hot place for ages until this bloody friend went.

You

know can't sort of chuck somebody out because then you might
become suspicious as well.
MG :

Sure that's right.

HC :

But I do remember this sort of funny thing.
And with my mother and father as well.

Because we were

using their car, Ronnie decided that one of the ways in which
we might keep them from being implicated, was we would fight
with them.

So he did.

I mean it was extremely manipulative

and a very painful thing to do.
my mother.

He was openly unpleasant to

Would cross the road when she came*- - - - -- -

_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ (17) together and she was on the
staff .

He would walk away, not answer the phone, be rude

and he insisted that I do something similar and I did .

And

it was actually to protect them.
MG:

To protect them , I wonder if they would have understood that?

HC:

They did in the end, because I was able to talk to them.
But i t was horrible at the time.
it was.

And they said how horrible

Because they were attempting everything to help

and be pleasant .

And I think to their credit when we finally

left, they sent us money, they were enormously supportive .
Yes, and they needn't have been ,
MG:

That's interesting.

No one else .

I don't think anybody

else that I know felt a need to protect parents in that
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way.
HC :

But that was pretty decent I think .

Well we were using their car.

And we knew perfectly well

that to use somebodies car it implicates them.

MG :

Let me ask you a little organizational question?
Allegedly there was supposed to be in every group there
was supposed to be someone in charge of escapes and
escapes routes and planning.

And then I suppose there

was some degree of you know of the people who were doing
t he actions and so on .

And then there was supposed to

be some kind of regional structure, in otherwords the
theory was that each cell was supposed to send a
representative to the Transval group and then the
Transval Group would meet the Capetown Group and the
Durban Group.

Do you have any sense that anything like

that did function?
HC:

Yes, it did.

Adrian came up to us and to my memory, it

was Adrian who told us how to get out if you lose contact.
MG :

Oh! so he developed a sort of escape plan for you .

HC :

As far as I remember it was him .

But we certainly knew

who to go look for when we left.
MG:

Oh! really .

HC:

Ronnie and I went down to Capetown, we couldn't take our
bike and we got a lift and was *_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _holiday
(37) because I'd come from there and wanted to go to
Capetown anyway, but it was partly an organizational
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thing.

And we met up with Mike.

I can't remember, I mean Ronnie actually went and

saw other people and I didn't.
but very late.

So yes, it did function,

But it seems to me we left in July, it

not very long before that in which we'd been told who
to contact.

We didn't need to use the routes that people

had suggested to us because we got our own maps 1 we had
already been planning to leave and go overland.
MG:

Can you remember what Adrian told you, the time about
leaving?

HC:

Yes, that we must go and find a Fish Kitseng.

MG:

Never heard the name before.

HC:

And it was in, what's the little town just over the
boarder?

Is it Francistown?

MG:

Oh ! yes,

HC:

Or is it Labatsi?

MG:

I don't know that area well enough.

HC:

I would need to look on the map and tell you.

MG:

They had a contact in Botswanaland and this was Fish?

HC:

Yes.

MG:

He was white? or black?

HC:

He was a black man.

I can't remember.

He was also the ANC contact. Because

when we got there the Hodgsons and just gone through .
And their stuff was sort of lying in a corner ,
MG:

Ohl really.

HC:

And it was clearly where everybody was coming througb .
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So it seems to me it was the ANC who were using the
escape route.
Mike had taken a number of people out anyway, he'd driven
people out and he drove a lot of people out*_ _ _ _ _ _ __

------------------- ( 57) .
MG:

Oh!

then he took the nurses out that were then flown out

MG:

from Botswana.

HC:

Yes.

He took them from Joburg then.

So we already knew that route.

We knew it anyway because

we'd been on the work camp.
MG:

In that area.

HC:

Yes, and we got the maps, I mean it was not a problem.
So yes there was an organization.

MG:

That's quite interesting.
Do you ever remember anything having policy discussions or
where are we going, are we being effective, is this the right
thing to do, should we stop?

HC:

Yes, we did have discussions.

It seemed to me that it was

short term rather than long term.
MG:

Your preoccupations were all short term?

HC:

Our preoccupations were ... .. we talked about the fact that
with all the * __________ {68) people either in jail or
out of the country,

it was extremely important not to allow

the government to think that they had crushed everything.
It was something about resistance continued.
MG :

Sure.
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RC :

And that this is what it should do .

It should damage

installations, it should upset foreign investors and keep a
mood of resistance going.
And the fact that so few of us had been involved in overt
political activity before, was considered to be very
important.

They weren't going to look for us .

And

we used to read the papers and see who they thought they

HC:

thought they were looking for .

MG:

What a joke.

I mean that was proved right in the end, because Adrian
had been above ground for probably too long.

So just to

follow that through, do you remember any discussions
at any point . ... saying oh! my God, we can't go on, this is
not going anywhere .
HC:

No, we were very pleased with ourselves .
Everytime that we actually did synchronize something, we would

think , yean, it's working .
MG:

Oh! yes, if you synchronize as you say with Capetown.

HC:

Yes .

MG:

So you don't ever remember feelings of doubt or despair or
anything like that, that's very interesting.

HC:

No, no not at all .

MG:

So you are quite an action orientated group in a lot of ways.

HC:

Yes, we were, but I think the other thing is that we were
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living our privileged middle-class life, simultaneously .
Unlike people like Eddy, who were living right in the
midst of what inequality was about.
MG:

That's right, yes.

HC :

And I think we were very naive.

MG:

Luckily.

You would have been a hell of a lot more scared

if you hadn't been naive in a way.

HC:

Yes,

there were things that came up,

and I discovered this

later . People who had got kids for example were in a
completely different ball game.
MG:

Like Rosemarie?

HC:

Yes, and the*

---------- (89)
------- ---------- (89) .

and

I, in fact, had a

miscarriage very shortly before we left South Africa and I
I was very confused about it, because on one hand I did
want a baby but also thought this is impossible, I can't
have a baby.

I'm certainly leaving and fairly bumpy rides

thinking, I'd have lost the baby anyway, which would have
been awful.
MG:

Was there someone, who is regarded as t he leader of your
group, but not necessarily designated as such, I mean
someone that said now I'm the chair of the group?

HC:

Now, that's interesting.

For I think if you were to talk

to Hugh, he was the leader.

If you talked to Ronnie ,

Ronnie would have said he was the leader.
tremendous amount of competition.
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There was a

Quite overt competition

and playing for position between them.
MG:

Between Hugh and Ronnie?

HC:

Yes .

When my daughter Tanby went to Zimbabwe a couple of

years ago and stayed with Hugh, she was very very upset,
because what Hugh did was demolition job on Ronnie.
MG:

Oh! really.

HC:

And it seemed that his long standing unworked through
feelings of anger and resentment against Ronnie dating
back .... .

MG:

Long ago .. .

HC:

Oh! yes.

HC:

said that he was competing with Hugh.

MG:

That's interesting.

Ronnie didn't feel that.

I mean Ronnie never
But clearly it was.

It fits in a way doesn't it? In a way, perhaps I can sort of
see Hugh being a little bit competitive.
HC:

But just not that, I mean Ronnie wrote a book, which is sort
of a fictionized account of all this.

MG:

Oh! did he?

HC:

I haven't got any copies of it, but my kids have.

MG:

It's been published.

HC:

Yes.

MG:

Oh! I must try and get a copy of it.

HC:

I'll try and get it.

MG:

I could Xerox it ... . . .

HC:

The whole book?

MG:

Yes .
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HC :

Ohl I'll try and get you a copy, I'm s ure she has copies.
Because when he died there were some still .. .. it was
remanded eventually, and I'm sure she took some of them.

MG:

I would like to have that, because I want to deposit as
much of this material as possible.

HC:

• _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (114)

made me extremely

angry, because ... you were asking about • _______ (115)
thing.

What it did was to glorify Ronnie's role.

It

also marginalized any black people's role in the story.
MG:

Well that's what I want to get onto as well .

HC:

And it certainly made me look like a complete idiot.

MG :

Really.

HC:

Oh! yes.
In a way that why I wanted to talk to you now, because
I thought this is what happens.
version of something.

You sort of get the male

The same way as *_ _Ann-Marie _ __

_ _ _ _ _ (120) has needed to write about her first story now.
The Herald is much more ready to actually hear what she has
to say and he would say it himself.

He would say it himself,

I actually got out because of Ann-Marie, I was able to do
everything because of Ann- Marie but Ronnie certainly never
reached that position.
MG:

Really, isn't that sad.

HC:

The position of being able to acknowledge that ....... .

MG:

That you played a significant role.

HC :

*But I finally got . ........ . . . .. ........... .. .. (124)
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but I think it's about allowing some women some voice .
But you wanted to ask about blacks ?
MG:

I'm sorry, Ob! yes, please.
I was quite interested in asking one other organizational
question, if we can stay with that for a minute. And that
is whether you remember any liaison with the other cell?
Because I think there were only two cells in Johannesburg
and whether there was any notion of any formal liaison
and knowing what the other group was going to do or
co-ordinating with them for actions.

I can remember

you saying "you were very pleased when you were able
to liaise something with Capetown 11

•

What about with the

MG:

other group?

Was there . . .. . . .. .

HC:

Unless care about what they did and what we did.
I actually don't know what they did, when I think about it .
I mean I know that if something got in the papers and i t
should actually work and if it was us, we'd done i t . But
I don't remember occ asions in Johannesburg in the Fitz area
in which it wasn't us .
I suspect it is just my poor memory .

MG:

Yes, that's interesting.

HC:

They must have done things .

MG:

Just before we leave on these policies questions ....
Do you remember any discussions about problems about not
having a mass base . ... Did you ever look at yourselves as
be ing too small , too white, too elitist?
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HC:

Yes, I think there was quite a lot of concern that there were
so few black members of the group.

The way, at least that

Ronnie and I rationalized it, because we talked it about
it together, rather than in a broader sort of context, was
that the purpose of the thing, was as I had said earlier ..
Was a short term keeping the resistance alive .
trying to be the
t.hen.

11

It wasn't

New ANC 11 because MK didn't even exist

It was whatever was going to come from the black

community, would come when it sort of regenerated itself .
rn the meantime, something could be done by the like of us.
MG:

Now, * - - - - - -- - - -- -- - - - - - - - - --

( 152)

and it would be interesting for you to take a look at
that , and I'll take a look,
MG:

if I can send that to you

as well, in his autobiography on this.
having contact mainly because he was*

- -- - - - - ( l55),

He talks about

- - - - - - -- -- - -

with a group called the African Freedom

Movement who were dissident ANC Youth Leaguers .

And he said

the r e were about three or four or maybe a few more Africans
from this group who did liaise with ARM .
did carry out some actions .
around it.
HC:

Yes.

And who allegedly

There was a whole ambiguity

But do you remember any contacts with Africans?

The point at which I can remember the contact is

when we were leaving, I mean later on maybe I can tell
you about what happened.
MG:

Yes, I'd like that.

HC:

But , one of the concerns was, how do we contact the
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Africans because they weren't informed.
MG:

And so you knew about the Africans?

But did any of them

attend your cell meetings?
HC:

They didn't come to our cell meetings, nevertheless we knew
they were part of it.

And that they must be warned in the

same way as the rest of us were being warned.
was in Johannesburg.

Now somebody

The night when we were leaving, we

actually sat down and drew up a list of everybody that
needed to be warned.
MG:

Now let's go into that ..... . .

HC:

Yes, and you asked about John Harris ...
Hugh and Ronnie had been in contact with John Harris
through Kruton into the organization.

And they had been

talking with him about what kind of activity we ought to
HC:

be moving into and I remember Ronnie coming back and saying
"John wants to go further than most of us".
And we've been trying to persuade him not to, that he must
stay within the bounds.

That there were good reasons for

doing the sorts of things we're doing and that .... . . .
MG:

They wanted him in because he was Liberal I presume .. . .

HC:

I think that Hugh knew him.

MG:

Yes he did.

HC :

And, clearly people recruited people they knew and felt they
could trust.

MG:

But you can remember Ronnie saying that this man "wants to
go further than we want to go"!
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HC:

Yes, and on the night that we left which was July the 8th.
Ronnie and Hugh had gone to see John and they weren't at
home .

Mike had arrived at where Ronnie and I lived having

flown up from Capetown.

It was the night Claire had got

arrested, he'd stolen his uncle's credit card, impersonated
his uncle and gone straight through all the blocks with
people sitting there apparently with his photograph.

I

mean you remember , he was called the sort of "Scarl et
Pimpernel''.

MG:

Oh! that's how he did that.

HC:

Yes, he just went through all these people who were looking
for him.

MG:

And he bluffed his way through.

HC:

Yes, and he arrived at our place and Ronnie wasn't there,
it was just me.

HC:

He was very shaky indeed.

Again, this thing

nobody is scared, is rubbish .
He'd seen Claire arrested, he had no idea what had happened to
him at that point.

But what he said that the rumour was that

everybody is going to get blown now.

And it was time for us

to go.

MG :

It was the night of?

HC ;

July 8th.
What I did was I left my

*________ (198) place and

I walked up to Vitz to look for Ronnie's motor bike and I
found i t outside the pub which is where I expected to find
it , because it was opposite where Hugh lived and Hugh had

so

a car.

And because Hugh wouldn't have gone without the

motor bike,

I don't know why he wouldn't, but he wouldn't

I kind of surmised that the bike would be there and that
they would have gone by car.

So I left a note on the

motor bike which is saying "the dog is sick".
MG:

Now they were looking for Harris at this point?

BC:

They had gone to see Harris,

Independently, they had not

seen Mike at this point.
They'd gone to have a meeting with him.
I said "the dog is sick, come back with the car so we
can take the dog to the vet" .

Knowing that Ronnie was

shrewd enough, because we no longer had a dog because the
dog in fact run away, and realizing that we needed a car
for something.

HC:

I guessed he would put it together and

realize that Mike was there .

Because he couldn't take

three of us on a motor bike.

Which is precisely what

he did when he got back to his motor bike he didn't
actually come into our place. He sort of parked it elsewhere .
What he says, is that he can remember seeing the volkswagens
outside.

Though I didn't see them.

Hugh went back to his

own place
MG:

Hugh had seen the message as well?

HC:

No, I don't think so.
on the bike.

I think that Ronnie just found it

Hugh had already gone back into his flat.

We went to a phone box and then we hid in a field.

It was

quite a strange . ... middle of the night .... hiding in the
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field because it was very cold.

And, Ronnie went a phoned

Hugh and said that he must come and pick up Mike and we
must warn as many people as we could.

It was time to go,

and so I packed up a few things* _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ __
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (220).

And Hugh came and picked up

Mike and we just sat in this field, near where we lived,
it was just a bit of waste grounds.

And Hugh came and

took Mike and Ronnie and I went on the bike and we went
to Lesley _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ {223) place.

And I can't

remember the exact order but I know that they went through
the list of people that they must warn.

And there were these

Africans that they couldn't get on the phone and they were
really worried because somebody had gone down to Durban.
And was somewhere on the road.
MG:

Someone who knew the Africans or an African.

HC:

Yes, it was somebody like that.

But it was definitely

a conversation about how are we going to warn these . . .. .
MG:

Now Ronnie and Hugh knew about the African.
And Rosemarie did as well.

HC:

Yes.
And Hugh came and Hugh didn't believe he would be arrested
he went back to work again.

MG:

Yes, I remember him telling me something of that sort
that he was very torn about it and he knew he was taking
somewhat of a risk, when he shouldn't have.

HC:

And he also told me, and I don't know if you remember
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his even thinking this anymore.
should be punished.

That he believed he

That his Christian conscience

was actually coming to the fore.
MG:

For his actions ...

HC:

And that is he got arrested, he would be taking his
punishment like a man.

MG:

That makes sense.

HC:

Ronnie and I went the following morning to Botswana.

MG ;

You went back to the flat?

HC :

No, we never went back.

MG:

You stayed at Rosemarie's?

HC:

Yes.

Tried to sleep a bit.

There were quite a lot of us

there.
MG:

Who else was at Rosemarie's?

HC:

Rosemarie's boyfriend was there.

Whoever he was.

Because

she was already separated from Ernie .
MG:

I remember that.
But who was the boyfriend?

HC:

Because I remember writing a letter to

my

mother and I

know that he was going to post if after we had gone .
MG:

Not the one she is married to now?

HC :

No.

MG:

No,

Rosemarie has had some pretty bizarre relationships,

including one with a policeman who arrested her subsequently.
But I'm trying to remember who the boyfriend was.
She ~as interested in Hugh or Hugh was the boyfriend at
53

one point.
HC ;

No, Hugh was separate.
Hugh came.

Ronnie and I left about 6 in the morning .

It

was starting to get light.
MG:

Your knew you were going to go?

HC :

We knew which way we were going to go and we were different.
On a bike we had a lot more flexibility.

I've got a passport

because I was actually in Britain when the Republic was
declared and I claimed by British citizenship .

And we

aimed for the border and we aimed to just run i t and go
straight through, which is what we did.

But I handed in

my British passport for the *__________ (259)
check

and

Ronnie

had

in

fact

had

a

to

sawed

off

* __________ (260) but because we had been planning
this trip he got his passport.

The guy went into the

place to check it and came back and seemed to be a bit
agitated and you know we just went for it .
MG :

You just went straight through the barrier.

HC:

Yes.

MG:

With the customs or immigration person yelling and screaming.

HC:

Shouting behind us, Yes.

MG :

Pretty bold, I mean pretty smart.

HC:

What else do you do?
Hugh went back to work .

Mike and Rosemarie went. to Swaziland,

which you know about I'm sure.
MG :

Yes, that's right.
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HC:

And we thought it was stupid to go to Swaziland, because of it
being an enclosed country, how does one get out of it?

MG:

Mike didn't think he should go to ..... .. .

HC:

I don't know why he didn't, and I can no longer remember why
he didn't want to.

But as you know he escaped from

Swaziland in due course.
MG:

Yes.

HC:

Again, riding a*

- - - - - - - - - - - - - (272)

or something

1 i k e that.
MG:

Oh! was that it?

Boy on those roads.
HC:

No wonder he was getting Jews out of all kinds of places.

MG:

He would have been great during the search in the World War
He would have been involved in the Exodus or something like
that!

HC:

When we got over the boarder to whatever the nearest town
is we went to the Police and asked for political asylum.

MG:

And they were decent?

HC:

Yes, they were, I mean they sort of finger printed us.

MG:

But they were used to South Africans starting to come over

MG:

at that point.

HC:

And then we went on to Francistown.

Yes.

We went into a shop and said where's Fish?
MG:

Yes.

HC:

And people directed us into the township .

MG:

Oh! really .
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HC:

He wasn't there.

But his wife was, and they looked after

us for three or four days .
MG:

So did you have to tell them, or give them a code word or
something like that? Or did you just say listen we are
from South Africa and we are on the run from the police.

HC:

We said that we had been told to look for him.
And they just took us in.

MG:

You didn't say,. Adrian told us or Mark told us or
whatever .

HC:

No.

MG:

They were South Africans I take it?

HC:

No, they were Botswanas.
Fish came back a day or two later .

The wife and

the other people living in the house spoke very
little English.

But they were incredibly hospitable.

But not really able to communicate much with us.
Then Fish came back and we talked with him.

He was

~he one that Hodgson had just come through and people
like that.

We had got some money.

In putting together what we would take, I had taken some
post office books and anything that .... and got a tiny
HC:

bit of money that we could withdraw.

Though, actually

when my mother tried to get anything else, they blocked
it all.
And were sitting in a pub having a beer or something and
who should role in but the boyfriend of one of my friends
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sisters.
MG:

No ...

HC:

Who I had actually met ..... it is odd the way chat chings
Who said "you can't stay here it's dangerous",

work out .

I'll take you to Francistown.
MG:

Oh! really.

HC:

And so we gave our bike to the people we'd been staying
with as a sort of thank you.

We were worried about what

we would do, because you can't get through Botswana
hinterland on a motorbike at that season too easily
anyway.

So we left the big bike with them.

MG:

Pride of your life, your joy.

HC:

Yes, and went of with Sky Alec who was a school teacher,
to Francistown.

He put us up in his school.

It was

holiday so we were given the dormitory and ...... .
Why I'm telling you this, is because it is in Ronnie's
book and the story isn't quite like he told it.
a bit like it .

But it's

We got called in quite soon by the

Botswana immigration and police.

Because everything was

in the papers by now and the town was flooded with
journalists and photographers.

Which was slightly

scary in that .. . .... .
MG:

Oh! really, who were interested in the ARM people?

HC:

Yes, and you know there were

* ____________ (319)

attempting to interview us and them saying if you don't
talk, we'll make it up and we'll say whatever we like .
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MG:

Reporters would say that?

HC:

Yes.

And then you read about what they said about you

and you think Oh! God.
MG :

You might as well have made it up anyway.

HC:

Yes.

MG:

These were International Reporters or local.

HC :

I don't know, Johberg people I would guess.
But we never talked to them anyway.

Which is why so

much of it was so peculiar, that ended up in the papers.
I think what was also scary, because we didn't talk to
them was how much they did know.
MG:

Really, by that time!

HC :

They got a photograph of me.

MG:

Where?

HC:

I

don't know where they got it from,

My parents didn't give it to them.
wrong, but some of it was right.

I

don't know.

But some of it
But anyway, what

the vigilantes did was to blow up the White House
in Francistown.

Other people have probably told you

this.
MG:

No, I haven't heard any of this.

HC:

The news was, that we were staying at the White House
which is where the South A£rican Refugees were staying.

HC:

But the ,..

- - - - - - - - - -- - - -- - - - -- - - - (334)

were black were staying there.

We, because we were

privileged white people were staying in the school with
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the white people.

So they blew up the White house and

*_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (336) hurt anybody .
that they were getting us.

But announced

Because John Harris had

blown up the station.
MG:

And this was of course in retaliation .

HC:

Yes.
And I mean we heard it .

It was an enormous explosion, we

were really scared .
MG:

And luckily no one was injured.

HC:

No.

But what the Botswana officials called us in and

said we can't protect you and we don't actually want
you in our town, thank you, could you please go.

And

they arranged for us to be flown out with the doctor .
There was a flying doctor.

So virtually the next day

we were put on the plane.
MG:

Who was the flying doctor.

HC:

It's an official .

A South African pilot going on about

these bloody South Africans w h o * - - - - - - - - - - - - _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (347)

you know and all the

rest.
Well you don't know do you.

It is

a

small plane

MG:

Where did they fly you to?

HC:

The flew us up to the border, he had been given orders .
We stopped at *M_ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ ___ (352) and I

HC:

remember t his again.

He started getting very drunk in the

pub and bar in Mahm (sp)

where he had to drop off
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somebody, and going on again about what he would do if
he got a hold of any of these . . . . .. ............... .
who were

blowing up the stations .... .

MG :

Oh! my god . .

HC:

And, anyway he took us right up to the border and what's
the name of the place up there?

The two of them one on

each side of . . .. .... it's a strip

MG:

I don't know that area at all.
I don't know the names.

HC :

He let us of and we said thank you very much, how kind .
And went into the immigration person there who was
straight o f * - - - - - -- -- - - - -- - - -- - - or _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (362) he
was a complete nutter.

And he pulled out his pistol

and he shot the dust.

Because the dog had bitten

his wife , a rabid dog had bitten his wife and his
wife I think died, so he had gone off his rocker and
was ready to shoot anything with four legs, and was
endlessly practising .
The whole thing was completely bizarre.
You sort of think, you really have to use all the
psychology you've got trying desperately to persuade
him to give us a visa to leave and cross over .

He was

just so bureaucratic and so mad.
MG :

Even though, the officials had sent you off in this

MG:

plane.
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HC:

Yes, but these guys are kings in their own little area.
So, I seem to remember to going up to a lorry driver
whose lorry was going to be taken over on the ferry and
saying to him can we hide in the back of it please.
He said, yes, climb in.
And you can do a lot if you are 21 and look innocent
and the rest of it.
So we got taken over and when we got to the other side,
we did the same thing. We just present ourselves, we
are taken into Livingston on this lorry and we
presented ourselves to the immigration people.
there wasn't any particular problem.

And

They were not

going to arrest us or send us back or anything.

Then

sort of remember that we must try to get through to

* _ _____ _______ ___ (385) because Dennis was
there.

Dennis had actually moved up with Holly . What

we didn't know was that Dennis had been kidnapped.
This is a crazy story isn't it.
It sounds like some idiot fiction writer.
MG:

I know, it is so bizarre that one.

HC:

It really is bizarre.

We didn't know this.

So one thing

about the * _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (390) was I had
just arrived on a train.

You stand by and you literally

hitch so they let us on and they put us in the* _ _ _ _ __

- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - (393)
money by then.

but I didn't have any

Sat in the guard_ _ _ _ _ __ making
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HC:

polite conversations incredibly uncomfortable, for it is a
long journey to Newsoka from Livingston.

And arrived there

really quite early in the morning, quite hungry and quite
tired and dusty and smelly and all the rest of it . And
again went straight into the Embassy, still British.
And announced who we were and had they got some kind of
register of South African citizens because we were looking
for Dennis Higgs.
spasm.

At which the whole place kind of went into

Because Dennis had just been kidnapped.

And so I

was ushered into a small room and was told to wait.

And

they were met by some incredibly high ranking British
official who told us that Dennis had been kidnapped and
that there was warrant out for us.
MG:

A South African Warrant?

And asking for your extradition.

HC:

What I had done on the train, was that I had told
somebody who had asked me what my name was, I told them
my name was Helen McKenzie which actually is a girl that
I went to school with and I happen to know that she didn't
live in South Africa anymore, so that there wasn't sort of
any problem for her .

Somebody told me later, that this

was a thing that a lot of people do, that they use their
own initials, almost *_____________ (416).
I hadn't realize that .
So when this British official said so which are you
Hiliary Much or Hiliary Mackenzie?
But they said this has gone through to the highest
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level that Kenneth Cowand and Uneepi (sp) had decided
HC:

that the South Africans would not get sent back.
And that they would get us out of the country.

So that

put us in the sublime from the ridiculous, where you

* _ _ _____ ____ _________ (425) where you
had spent the previous nights.

And we suddenly found

ourselves in our dirty jeans and no change of clothes
and not even deodorant.

I mean we took about 10 packages

just . ..... Nothing, which is terribly smart,

I mean

everybody dresses for dinner.
HC:

We spent the night there, went to dinner, ordered a bottle
of wine .

The whole thing was supposed to be on the

* ____________ (431) so we had a bottle of wine.
And the following morning, a man came in a big Mercedes
whose name was Fresh Kimakudoo (sp).
MG:

Nice name . . .

HC :

And Fresh Kimakudoo was a Chief and he worked for
Coward, he was going to drive us out.

So he did .

He drove us, non- stop the very long way round because
there was trouble at the border.

Some women who was

stirring things up and she can' t remember the details
of this .

And we had to go all the way round all of this

as there was no quick way out .
eventually.

And he put us down

Oh! he was a magnificent driver, he was a hero.

And the one thing we didn't have on any part of this
journey was a mirror.

I had no idea , I mean I could
63

see what Ronnie looked like, but didn't realize what I
looked like, which was*

- - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - -

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ (448)

Incredible, and we were dumped out on the border of Brighton
(?) the north of *_ _ _ _ __ _______ (450).

walked over the border.

And we

And we kind of crawled our way

through the fence, and walked down to ....... . . . . . . . . .... .... .
it will come back to me.

I didn't think I'd ever forget

the names of these places.

And again, went to the police

to present ourselves and they put us in jail .
MG :

Did they?

Not as warm .... .. .

HC:

No not as warm as ... . but because they were much more of kind
of on the border, didn't know who we were and actually didn't
believe us.

And what they did was to wire down to*

-----_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ (462). To the ANC, to get clearance and
to see if our story was true.

And that took several days ,

but they were very nice to us in jail .
time I've ever been in jail.

So, it's the only

And they eventually let us out,

and we went and stayed in a safe house.
MG:

In * ________ ________ (467) ?

HC:

No, no we were in a small village, whose name will come back
to me.

The interesting thing about it was the house had

no South Africans, it had a lot of Northern Rhodesian
terrorists, gorilla fighters, who were waiting for
independence before they could go back.

And really dangerous

people who when they got drunk, which they did, we just locked
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in our room.
MG:

They were sort of scary.

HC:

They were scary. I knew of course, that they had murdered

HC:

people and just generally done things, like they might have
done to me if they suddenly thought here is a nice white
woman let's do her over.
They were very quiet otherwise, as long as they weren't drunk.
One of them always did our ironing and insisted on doing our
laundry because he'd run a laundry and it was his pride and
joy to sort of iron our clothes.

MG:

When he wasn't firing his sub-machine gun.

HC:

A then a local Catholic priest, I mean we were there for
@ite a while you know and wondering around and there VSO
people there, and we were bumped into, because these places
were tiny .

And we were taken to a Catholic Priest who lent

us the money to get down to* _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

- - - - - -- (489)because we'd got no money left at all by
that time.
So we caught the bus which is an amazing journey and I
keep hoping I'll do that again.
And went to the ANC and Tamba interviewed us.
MG:

Oh! did he!

HC:

He asked us questions and our credentials were okay.

MG:

Did he ask you questions about who the ARM were?

HC:

He seemed to know.
And from then on they looked after us.
65

And ANC put us up

in their building.

Eleanor was there.

in the country somewhere

Ronnie was up

* _____________ (500)

But I knew Ronnie anyway from ... remember I
we stayed in this house with Norman Sieve.
HC:

told that
Norman and

Ronnie had been school friends, so Ronnie actually hid
in our house for a bit .

MG:

Oh! did he.

HC:

Norman, hid Ronnie. yes I'd forgotten that .

MG:

That's interesting because he group up in Yogel.

HC:

What's his name Mohammed . . . . ... . .

MG:

There were a number of them .

HC:

There were a whole lot of people who were staying in the
house at the time.

And you asked me about Fitz.

The

two that I do remember in the Politics were the two

* _______________ .( 512)
MG:

Yes,

I just met them a couple of years ago, in '92 when

I went back.
HC:

And*

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - (513)

she lived with

one of my friends here.
MG:

Did he?

HC:

Who was Ivory Davis, he was an Englishman, he's dead.
But I kind of met up with him again through* _ _ _ _ __

- - -- - - - - - - - - -- - - MG:

(516) .

Yes, I know they were of course very active in the
government now, particularly Aziz.
Vitz, that's right, at that time.
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Of course, they were

Let me just get back . .. was there any talk at that time when
you were back in South Africa of the liaison with underground
ANC or with *__________ (522 } and so on?
HC:

There didn't seem to be ...... I think we didn't know because
all leaders had got arrested.

RC:

didn't know.

We talked about it and we

I mean me and Ronnie didn't know how to make

contact with people.
MG:

And there wasn't any talk about linking with the ANC in your
group?

HC:

I can't remember.

MG:

Were you ever involved in recruiting anybody ?

HC:

Other than Tony, no.

MG:

Oh! you recruited Tony, or he approached you.

HC :

Tony approached us.

MG :

And then of course when he went to Capetown , someone in
Capetown .

HC:

We sent him to Mike .

MG:

To Mike yes.
I was interested in your whole reaction to what Harris
did. I mean you were now in Botswanaland I mean you must have
been shocked and do you remember talking about the evidence
for this and the fear that you should have anticipated it
or did Ronnie ever think that?

HC :

I think part of our idealism and lack of realism was to
believe that we could keep doing this without hurting
anybody, that we hurt installations and things and not
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people .

And it's ridiculous .

It was never any part of ARN's policy
MG:

to hurt people.

No, presumably you would have had some very serious
second thoughts about it.

HC:

Yes .

Ronnie and Hugh were the last people to see John.
MG :

But this

* ______________ (558) doesn't appear

in any of the groups.
JG:

But that was the story was that there was Ann who John was
in contact with who might
terrorism.

have given him some ideas about

Talking about the relevance of the Zionist

struggle in
MG:

But that doesn't ring a bell!

HC:

I never knew him .
I knew from Ronnie and Hugh that he wanted to go further
and I know Ronnie was very shocked , by this bomb on the
station and it had been very clear that they shouldn't
do things like that.
But what he and Hugh had done I think is they had said
we are going to have to go soon.

Whatever is happening

this can't go on, and it may be up to you to carry on
from now.
MG;

Who said that?

HC:

Ronnie said to me that he and Hugh and talked to John
about that.

MG:

Saying that you may have to carry on, yes I've heard
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that story.

And that somehow he then interpreted

this in a very violent way.

rs

there any question of*

---------- (577)

getting

guns? Any of you getting guns?
HC:

Was there any sort of formal training that was given
beyond what Ronnie did?

Did anyone come up and say these

are gorilla tactics or these are explosive tactics and
MG:

so on.

It was fairly amateurish in that sense.

HC:

It was very effective.

I mean if you think of sabotage in

South Africa at that stage, it was probably about the most
amazing that there was .
Ronnie was an extremely good shot.
champion marksman at University.

He'd actually been an
And there was no qu.e stion

of guns.
If anybody was interested in doing it properly, he might
have been, but he wasn't.
MG:

Do you remember who stored your explosives?

HC:

No.
No they were stored in somebody's garage or warehouse or
something.

MG :

They weren't in anybody's house.

Any question of money come up?
Was there any question of you contributing some of your
salaries? Because that did arise in Capetown.

HC :

No, and only when I met *_ _ _ _ _ __ _ (596) and Monty
and Randolph in England, did I realize that the money
had come from abroad .

I didn't know that.
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MG:

But otherwise you didn't even know there was a group
abroad.

HC:

No

MG:

Did you ever have any contact with John Lang.

HC:

I met John here.

I worked in the same office.

When I

came here I worked for Myrtle in the same office.
When I came here I worked for Myrtle and Maxwell Stamp
and John Lang was there.
MG:

Yes, well ...... I'll get around to names in a moment .
Was there anybody that you had contact with .

Was there

a doctor in Johannesburg whom you had to go to if you ever
got hurt?
HC:

No.

MG:

Because there was one in Capetown.

I just thought maybe that

had happened in Johberg as well.
HC:

I guess I would have gone to my Dad.

MG:

Oh! yes, but I just thought if the group .. . .. .

HC:

No there was no talk about it.

MG:

What about internal problems in the groups?
Were there any internal tensions within the group, apart
from just the fear of operating and you did mention
Hugh and Ronnie to an extent .

But was there any

conflicts about organization or ideology or anything of
that sort?
HC :

No, and the reason I could say that rather sort of surely
that when I got to England and met some of the people
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again.

I thought, we don't agree about politics at all .

How come we sort of operated so effectively.

We don't

agree at all .
MG:

Fascinating!

HC:

I don't know what know what your original politics were
but there's no way that I was a Liberal.

I wasn't a

member of the CP and I actually never would have been,
but I'm not a Liberal.

And it became very clear to me

that there was this kind of Liberal politics that was
HC:

binding a lot of them together.

MG:

Really .

HC :

No, not Myrtle and Monty .

Even Myrtle and Monty.

But some of the others who had been ..... .
MG:

Levine was certainly a Liberal.

HC:

Yes, but Ronnie and I didn't go for any of that stuff.

MG :

Ronnie and you didn't.
From what political point of view did you come from then?

HC:

I guess that if we'd have been asked to define ourselves
which nobody asked us to do.
11

quite radical socialists".

We would have said
Almost veering into CP

without ever wanting to join and belong to anything.
But not the Liberal Party politics.
MG:

Yes, that's really interesting.
Why don't we go on to what happened when you came here ,
because I think they did try and keep some sort of an
organization going for awhile, but I think it split up .
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HC:

Okay, what happened is that Ronnie and I when we got to
Doris Long, in a way we had found our home.

I mean you

asked about the attempt to make contact with ANC people
in Johannesburg and not knowing how to.

I think we

immediately felt most comfortable amongst AN people.
Much clearer about our role as part of something of
which Africans were there , was a dominant group and
not .. . . I mean think were both a bit terribly conscious
about this little white middl e-class educated and
intelligence .... At least Ronnie and I knew what we were
HC:

trying to do and why we were doing it without trying to
blow it up, as it were.

* - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -

(663) which is why *

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --

(662)

because i n a way he misrepresented himself in that book.
No, when we came here, for a bit.

Ronnie went almost

up to Aberdeen, he was in the middle of his Ph.D. and
the various Professors in power said that they would no
longer register his Ph.D. which actually left him with
nothing after a great many years of working.
nerves were in pieces.

His

In many ways, if he'd been falling

apart, which I think he was, in the year or two of actions,

MG:

So it was the pressure of the actions that was pushing
and pulling him apart or other things?

HC:

Yes, I would say so that it was terribly stressful, very
scary stuff indeed. When he reached England where he was
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complete outside.

I mean, I had at least lived here, I'd

been at University here I'd got a few friends still and
knew my way round.

He was completely thrown by it.

We had to leave Tanzania because they said they couldn't
look after us and we were going to go to Nigeria.

We

were looking for jobs in Nigeria and Ghana and then
we had no time, they said you must go tomorrow.

So

we just flew to England.
MG:

Oh! I see the ANC . . . . . .

HC:

No not the ANC, it was the Tanzian government.
They were moving everybody out of * ________ (697)

HC:

into the camp.

And if you weren't going to go into the

Cpmp , you had to leave completely.

We actually tried to get jobs in Dah {sp) because both of
us, people with degrees we thought we could.

We couldn't

get jobs in West Africa fast enough so we just came to
England.

It was awful for Ronnie.

He was suddenly

Stateless, no degrees which were recognized and it was
cold.
MG:

Dreary and grey.

HC:

Somebody call Arnold Clapper who was South African, he
was a Professor of medicine in Aberdeen University,
offered for him to come and live with him and he would
would get him registered.

Which he did.

Be actually

reregistered him, not for a Ph.D. but back into MSC
They wouldn ' t even recognize his MSC which he'd got .
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I mixed with exile South Africans here and thought
listening to them living backwards it seems to me .
MG :

What about particularly the Berman, Vine .
There's some story about at one point a meeting with
Michael Wade and Neville Reuben and ...... .

HC :

There may have been.

fend of second side of tape].

(726)

BEGINNING OF TAPE #2
HC :

What you are getting and I suspect from other people as
well as me, is a social network, which is operating
into politics. Which in some sense will sustain the politics
but sometimes will break down despite the friendships.

HC:

So, I knew Murial , I didn ' t know Neville, but I met him
here.

I didn't like Neville.

I do now.

I think I could

say that having now known him for over 30 years .

I now like

Neville far more ... but at that point he and Ronnie were just
like this.

Total clash.

MG:

I can imagine .

HC:

I disliked Neville because of the way he was behaving towards
Murial and his dogmatism and ...

MG:

Hasn't changed by the way.

HC:

Yes and no, I mean he's so much softer towards me than he
ever was .

MG:

He's a bit softer towards her too, since the illness.

HC:

But also, Murial's learnt to fight back and she now
behaves a bit like Neville.
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MG :

Good for her, it's about time eh!.

HC:

The Bowman's became my substitute parents.

MG :

Really.

HC:

What I was going to say to you, is just think about how
old your children are and actually I was younger than them.

MG;

Yes, I know.

HC:

They were very nice to me.
Ronnie and gone up to Aberdeen I was in London and I was
working.

I had no money. I'm not sure of where the

*__________ _ (15) was going next, in any sort of
sense.

Whenever I visited Ronnie in Aberdeen it was

fairly disastrous because he getting more and more into
boozing and I mean he really didn't know where he was
HC:

going to go.
What I wasn't interested in was being part of what looked
to me an exile group of up- dated politics which had no
normal function.

MG:

But you realized this at age 22 .

You realized we'd gone

into a new phase kind of thing.
HC:

Ronnie came back down to London after a bit and somebody
from the ANC came.

I actually can't remember who it was

because Temby asked me.

But it was somebody from the

Military ring, and tried to recruit Ronnie back in.
of his expertise .
done.
MG ;

Because

Yes, I mean he was good with what he'd

He'd been effective.

With clocks and things ... .. . .
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HC:

Yes.

And we had a long talk, so that the conversation

about you know, where do we go politically from here,
was no longer within the

reconstituted ARM Liberal

whether it's this that or other sort of thing, but
should Ronnie go back to Africa.

In the same as

Ronnie Cass _______ (26) was going back.

I think Ronnie was right to decide not to, because he
recognized his own psychological vulnerability at thac
point and the fact that he cracked up quite soon after
that.

He never really got his life together again. In

a sense would not have made him a good person to be*
- - --

MG:

- - - - - - - (32) .

Now there are two other areas I would like to explore before
we stop, if you don't mind .

HC :

Alright .

MG:

But I want to ask about Ronnie, separately.
And the other thing I would like to do is just run
through your impressions of some of the people that you
knew and their strengths and weaknesses and so on .
If you don't

HC;

I can try.

mind.

As to how well I remember people as opposed to

still knowing them ....... .
MG:

Of course, but just impressions at the time.

HC:

Okay.

MG:

If we can just run through the group .
What about Hugh as a member of a group of that sort? What
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kind of contribution did he make?

I'm sorry, these must

be difficult questions.
HC:

No, sure,

I'm trying to think.

I realize that my ability to think about Hugh is completely

caught up with responding to him as person in opposition
to Ronnie.

Because Ronnie was so impossible .

Hugh, for me,

was somebody who was possible.
MG:

So Ronnie was a difficult person.

HC:

Yes, impossible, and because they were both doing apparently
the same thing, and I saw Hugh apparently being able to cope
without being so unpleasant and impossible.
idealized Hugh.

I

think I

And wrote to him when he was in jail and

when he came out of jail,

I mean the marriage was already

tottering and I had this fantasy that Hugh and I might get
together and *_ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _____ (52)
HC:

actually very hurt and I thought there goes that one .

It

was total fantasy on my part, but I was into a lot of
fanat icising about a lot of people in an attempt deal with
what
was happening within my marriage itself .
MG:

So you remember him very positively and making a good
contribution, calm, thoughtful.

HC:

Yes, absolutely.

MG:

That's how I remember him always.

HC:

Sensible. He's not being a premadonna.

MG:

But quietly needing a drink occasionally just to .. . .. .
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HC :

But then, with Ronnie it was such a big thing not to have

a drink, maybe I'm blowing it up a bit.
MG:

Just jumping around here. What about Mike Schnieder?

HC:

Mike was wonderful.

Then again, Mike was somebody I'd

known for a long time before any of this got started, so
he was friend.
MG;

Not a student?

HC:

I didn't know him as a student.

MG:

Not as a student, intellectual?

HC:

Oh! yes, very.
funny.

Very interested in art, theatre, and

It's always one of the things that turns me on

about people.

Energetic, interesting to talk to,

interesting because of his background and his ability to
reflect upon his own background. And interesting about his
own vulnerabilities.
MG:

Open.

HC:

Open, yes.

MG:

You never went on an action with Mike?

HC:

No.

MG:

So you lost contact .. , ..

HC:

Well no, in the Cape.

MG:

He'd moved to the Cape by this point .

HC:

Saw him quite a bit in London.

MG:

Later on.

HC:

Yes.

MG:

Rosemary Wentzle.
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HC:

Didn't know her at all .

The first time I met her was on tha t

night when left.
MG:

Did she seem very nervous that night, or did she seem to
handle it very well.

HC:

I don't remember.

MG:

Raymond Izenstein?

HC:

Didn't know him.

MG:

He wasn't in your group.
Let me just go through who was in your group again.

MG:

It was you, Ronnie, Hugh and ... . .

HC:

That was it.

MG :

That's right, because Dennis wasn't in that group.

MG;

What about Dennis,
Wha t was he like , he had this strange relationship with
Holly even at that point.

HC :

Terribly nervous , rather boring.

Absolutely beyond me what

Holly saw in him. And when I met them later in London, it
didn't surprise me that the marriage would fall apart .
Because I really couldn't see what those two had in common .
MG :

It became more and more disastrous until they separated two
or three years ago.

HC:

Oh! they stuck it as long as that ... horrible.

MG :

And the girls, one of them was bulimic and so on.

Terribly

sad kind of background story .
HC :

Holly seemed to me a person who really didn't have anything
very much in common with Dennis.
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MG:

She had no education, she actually educated

She had none.
herself,

I think so, she'd gotten some

She became a nurse!

sort of professional training and she seems to be alright .

BC:

That's good

MG:

Let me just see, did you know Herson?
No, not really, you knew nothing about him. Because he was
q
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• _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ (92)

HC:

I didn't know him.

He picked me up once and he didn't

know who I was .
MG:

Which was so odd.
Adrian Lethbridge from *_ ______________ (93) .
I mean know there's lots of ambivalences but .....

HC:

Very nervous he was that on that occasion that he came.
But slightly in all the people like that you know.

They

seem sort of clever and in touch with everything.
MG :

He was clever .

HC:

Yes, but then all people were.

MG:

But that's what's so wonderful SO's, you know .
But now another story ........ why am I having trouble . . ... .

HC:

Yorkman.

MG:

A lot of uncertainty later on about whether she might have

talked to the police . .. ... I didn't even realize that she had
been arrested.

And I didn't know how long she had been

in.
HC:

The story that I remember is that Flo actually put them on
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to Adrian .
MG:

Really, that Michael came first.

I will have to look into

the order of that because the way that I heard it, is of
course the other way round .

That Adrian was the first one

hit because he was raided, just on a random raid .
HC:

Yes, he'd left his book around.

MG:

And then someone picked up the book and then clippings
fell out of the book and then the sergeant who was in
charge, showed some intelligence, he didn't pay attention,
but then wanted outside and waited to see if anything was
happening and Adrian then told Lynn who was with him to go
and get the dynamite and then t hey followed Lynn and then
the dominos began to fall.

HC:

You may be right, I may b e remembering it wrong but there

is a definite sense that Flo had talked to them.

And

that she'd always been ambivalent about not being part of
this. And hadn't wanted it . . ..... she was a very selfish
woman actually .
MG :

Was she.

HC:

Oh! yes, eccentric .

MG:

Raymond said that she was very conflicted because she came
from a very strong African ce background.

HC:

Oh! no Swedish .

MG:

Oh! was that it.

HC;

No they weren't Africance at all.
They were very rich .

They went to a house and they were very
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much part of that sort of up-mark

*

- - - - - - - - -- - -

(ll 7)

1 o t.

If she had conflicts, it might have been at the social level .
She was one of these people who would be alternately anorexic
and eating too much and I think I did find her impossi ble.
And very mannered as well .
MG :

So you can understand why Michael, didn't stay around that
1-ong.

HC:

When they came to England, they had these kids and she refused
to send them to ordinary school, she had to educate them at
home .

MG :

What a disaster.

HC :

You know, they were all so precious it seems .
It was pretty much in keeping with the way that she'd
always been .

MG:

Troubled.

A very troubled person .

HC:

Yes, the ordinary world is not good enough

MG:

Just quickly before we go on to Ronnie, your reactions
to the trial?
that came out.

Do you remember them? and the stories
Was that just a period of great sadness

or .. . were you surprised about what you heard?
HC:

No I wasn't surprised .

MG:

How does one react?

RC :

Enormous* - - - - - - - -134 .. .. less.

Particularly when the

details about what happened to people in jail before they'd
even got to trail had started to come through .
82

MG ;

Like Stephanie

HC :

Yes, and Hugh

MG :

And Harris got very badly beaten, perhaps worse than
anybody else.

HC:

Absolutely horrified with all of that.
Suddenly I suppose the realization of even though you'd
attempted to prepare yourself or to think realistically
that you'd got to grip with what might happen.

It was

interesting to me that Hugh kind of went back to take his
punishment.

Which is how I remember him, expressing it.

It seemed to me,

I don't know about Ronnie but I think I

tried to do the same thing to myself.

I became very sort

of punitive and I was in London and if anything was ever
difficult ..... the quite small things like .. . . it probably
sounds really * _____________145, but it might
be an insight into the psychology of trying to come to
terms with the fact that people somewhere else were being
punished for something that you are also part of, why should
they be ones who have to take it.
The other aspect of it was, could I have taken it .

So I

can remember for examples going to work on the tube and
and supposing somebody was sticking the corner of their
HC :

briefcase into me .

Where a sensible person would move away,

I would just stand there to see how long I could take it .
MG:

Isn't that fascinating ! !

HC:

Or, I've always as a very young person, used to get very
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bad sores on my lips, particularly in the winter.

And my

Dad bless his little heart used to give me cocaine to put

on it.

It was cocaine ointment which was legal , which

used to deaden it and made it bearable, it was very very
sore.

I

would see how long I

could go without using the

ointment. To see liow much pain I could stand.
It was a question all the time ..... .

MG:

Of knowing if you could have done it:?

HC:

Know it was more than could I have done it, it was can I
somehow make amends and share . . ...

MG :

Their pain .

RC:

Yes,

it was ridiculous.

or rational about it.

I mean there is nothing logical

But an attempt to put yourself almost

spiritually and mentally with somebody.
And it took ages and ages to get beyond an enormous, not
anxiety about would something like that happen to me .

But

just I was part of this and they were ones who caught i t not
me.
Also being left with quite strong claustrophobia.

Really

don't like being shut into small spaces.

MG :

That's subsequent to the ....... . .. .

HC:

Yes, and there was an occasion for example when I was doing
PDC * ________________ (168) child development

HC :

i t took us to one of the Remonde Centres for kids, quite

young kids, well teenagers.

And everybody was invited to

go to the little isolation cell.
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And I really couldn ' t

do it .
MG :

Couldn't do it .. . . .

HC :

And it was in the early 7 Q~s noc a~i chac long .. .. . . .

MG:

No

HC:

It seems to me to try to unpack where that came from ,
because I was never claustrophobic before that .

MG :

It must be connected with that.

HC:

And you try to think yourself into the situation . .. . .

MG ;

Can I just go back again.

It's an itty bitty point and

I hope it doesn't take you off this point, but when did

Hugh say that he might ... . . such punishment or maybe it
was time for me to . . . .. was this just a short while before
he was arrested or when do you . ..
HC :

You know 1 I can't remember whether he said it that night .
Or whether he said it later .

MG:

He might have said it in England after he ' d been in jail.

HC:

But I remember saying to him ''why aren't you going to leave'' ?
And I seem to remember it being then .

MG:

It makes certainly chronological sense.

Can we go on to Ronnie?
HC:

Sure .. . .

MG:

You've given quite a bit on him.

But maybe thinking about

him as a separate person.
HC:

Okay.

He came from quite a different background than me .

HC:

If I'd come from sort of first generation middle- class.
Ronnie's family is sort of quite tragic.
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He came from a

very poverty stricken family. He grew up in Newcastle, he
spoke perfect Africance, even thought the family was English
speaking.

He grew up very much on the wrong side of the

railway tracks .

Many of his friends were black or Indian

His father came back from the war and was already a hopeless
alcoholic, abused them all quite badly and then left and
became a tramp .
MG :

Tramp? Unusual in those days .

HC:

Yes,

I mean for a white man and what he remembers is his

father turning up from time to time.

in school, sometimes at home.

Sometimes when he was

A pathetic creature.

He

seems to have had a kind of political education t hrough
all of this from really quite young.
He was a scholarship

* ___________ (205) all the

way through and first went to *____________ (205)
University, he was on scholarships which forced him to do
things he didn't want to do I suspect.

Because he got paid

to become scientist and he really wanted to be a writer.
He got paid to go to the mines.
you do it.

And to do your Ph .D. so

He was a very creative and very imaginative

and very interesting man.

With, to me, a deep flaw in his

character which if I wanted to start analyzing maybe it is
to do that the awful things that he had to put up with when
he was a young child.
when I met him .
HC :

He was a very troubled person, even

Very sort of strong depressions, but very

committed and very courageous I would say .
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MG:

Very political ?

HC :

Political in the little "p" sense in that like me, he was not
a joiner.

He never joined anything . But political in having

a very strong of injustice and wanting to do something about
it .

There was never any question in his mind that you

left the country . Which, you know, some people obviously
do.

And he was certainly bright enough to have gotten

scholarships abroad.
MG:

Interesting, why wouldn ' t someone like that , including
yourself, but I'm thinking of you as younger, but him
as older and so it's a more relevant question.

Why

wouldn't someone like that have joined the CARD or
A.NC or the Liberal Party, because you know even the
Liberal Party were having a split between the " Liberals
and the Social Democrats " at that point .
HC :

I don't know.

I suspect it was because he was always working

so bloody hard at the time .

To both keep himself and his

sister because his parents both died when he was in his late
teens and he supported her .
He was very dedicated to the work of the ROM, he took it
very seriously and he put a lot of himself into it.
MG:

Just thinking back ... . was there a lot of talk about the
politics of South Africa and where you might be going and
so on?

HC :

Yes, and so thinking of why I ended up with Ronnie at the
particular time I did , it is very clear to me that the kind
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HC:

of conflict that was happening in my family, was actually
accounted for and compensated for by Ronnie.

Because I was

already becoming very politicized and he was somebody I could
actually talk to.

Who, if you like , was speaking the same

language.
MG:

Okay, just going on with Ronnie then.
His skills were the important thing with the ARM, but was
he also a good organizational person, in the sense of calling
meetings.

HC:

Yes, he was quite organized actually.

But whether he

personally planned and organized things I'm not sure.
You it's this business of going out on wreckies.

He was

really methodical, he wasn 1 t a chemist for nothing.
MG:

So, to he's got a sort of scientific mind ..

HC:

Quite a penetrating mind actually.

MG:

This is off the wall kind of question.

Someone like that

who's got all those skills, did you ever talk about doing
things bigger and better .

Big explosions, or more dramatic

kind of ways or the need for more and better training, or
the need to send people to Cuba or . , . . .
HC:

No, we don't really talk about it.

And what I suspect is

if at all it managed to last, it may have escalated, but
I think we all had a sense that we were going to get caught
very soon.
MG:

Yes, there was a certain sense of doom, or . . . . .
And then I guess that's the only thing that I wanted to
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ask about .
MG :

Was what kind of a contribution did he make

apart from these enormous skills that bad.
question.

Maybe another

When someone like Lethbridge came to Johberg ,

would Ronnie have regarded him with some deference?
HC :

Ronnie didn't fee l different to anybody.

MG:

So he was very self confident himself and so on .. . .
But you didn't feel that . . ..

HC :

He was very judgemental, Ronnie.

MG:

But did he ever have the feeling that "I want to take
over this organization? 11

He wasn't that sort of person

was he?
HC:

Not that I know of .

He was enormously friendly with Mike

and they weren't in competition.
MG :

And with Hugh.

HC :

Yes.

With Hugh, he was in competition.

But not with Mike.
MG :

No they liked each other.

I wonder if he had relations with Berrill.

He did know

B- - - - - , he knew him better than I did . And he mus t
have seen him sometimes.
HC:

The trouble was because both of us in a way dropped out of
Politics back in the 70's and then ... . . .

MG:

So in the 70's nothing to do with the ANC or any of the
other groups?

HC:

He did a bit .

He wrote some stuff on ... . .. he knew quite

a bit on the build up of the Arms, the nuclear weapons.
MG:

I see, in South Africa.
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HC :

What he was doing, was he was reading scientific papers and
he actually put it together and he was going to be paid fo r

HC:

this, and I think he passed this on to the agency.

MG :

So he got a degree then, and got a teaching job or .. ..

HC :

No,

he got a job at * _____________ (292)

Again, somebody gave him a job because of his political
past .

He was putting stripes in toothpaste and he knew it .

MG:

Really that's sad .

HC:

Oh ! yes.

MG:

He's not up to his talents at all really .

RC:

And he then started having quite major break-downs .

MG :

And you were back together .

HC:

Yes, we had two kids, or one and 1/2 kids, my second one
was about to be born.

He'd been writing quite a lot and

not sort of taking it anywhere.

He'd made a little film

and he got himself a job on the BBC (Horizon) which is a
science program, which doesn't exist anymore as far as I
know. From then on he was in television .
MG :

And that was more satisfying.

HC :

Much more satisfying, excepting his general sort of I think
disappointment and anxiety and booze started to take over
and it actually ruined his credibility.

MG :

Yes .

HC :

He drunk himself out of a job.

MG:

He really had a very serious drinking problem .

HC:

Yes, he sobered up before he was dead .
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He was really not

very far from it , and ... · ·~
MG:

He died a young man ... .

HC:

Yes , he died two years ago.

HC:

He sobered up and he became a pillar of A.

MG;

So A was the thing that helped him.

Yes , he was 56 I think .

It's an old story.
HC:

Yes, from somebody who is such an atheist and so* _ _ _ __ _

- - - - - - (318).
MG :

Yes, to take the 12 steps, is quite amazing.

HC :

Which is why when other people are cynical about A, I think
well, maybe you should think about it .. .

MG:

Yes, sure and the huge range of people ... that's right yes.
It sounds like you retained a lot of affection for him

despite the difficulties of the marriage.
HC:

He hurt me terribly.

He hurt me unbelievably because

.... it was me who ended the marriage.

I think in the

last years of his alcoholism I actually was getting
destroyed by it ... as he was.

And if you know anything

about alcoholic * _________ (328) they ..... .
MG:

My father was an alcoholic and so I've got a bit of an
idea.

HC:

They are hard to survive with any kind of integrity .
And I actually decided that I wasn't going to be able to
pull myself through this.

Nor was he, that I was probably

propping him up in all kinds of ways.
forgave me for that at all.
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And he never

MG :

Really.

Even though he really must have understood . ....

No, I guess they don't understand really .
HC:

No he didn't understand, he continued for feel extremely
angry and our son Alexi, the one whose girlfriend is

HC :

pregnant, got into quite heavy drugs when he was in his
teens and Ronnie insisted that this was somehow my fault.

MG :

Oh! wow.

HC:

Alexi, subsequently has been diagnosed as schizophrenic
and his drug abuse is connected with his inability to
cope with other things.
Again, Ronnie blamed me for all of this.
And this, in that sense, he really hurt me, he didn't seem
to be able to detach what he felt I'd done to him from
anything.

MG :

They are very much blamers, very often .

HC :

But he is very much a part of my past and it's always been . .
I've had a number of relationships since him.

I was even involved with somebody.

He was a lovely bloke,

but who didn't have that political dimension .
either .

And you sort of miss it.

Before Jack

Jack doesn't

Somebody who actually

understands about all of that.
MG:

I should turn this off for your sake, not for mine.

END OF SECOND TAPE: AND INTERVIEW WlTH HILIARY CLAIRE:
(360) ON THE COUNTER:
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