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Derek Cohen--English 

Tape #2 

Side A of Tape 

I: Oh. 

NB: So all in social sciences you know. 

I: Yes sure you had a common language too . This is tape #2 of 

the interview with Norman Bromberger continued this is side A. 

Norman we were talking about the issues of strategy and 

tactics and what you wi ll £ind on Goldsworm with by all these 

activities and then your group in PE seems to h ave discussed 

these perhaps at more length than some of the others maybe you 

could just look at that in a summary way of what ultimately 

the goals were or were they very diverse and all very 

sporadically discussed or whether you did you have a sense at 

that time that there was sort of a clear sense of what we 

wanted and good related to that also is the issue of you know 

whether a whether sabotage was at this stage way preceding or 

whether once you are trying to develop a mask base first that 

seems to have been an issue if I am correct . 

NB: Ah yes make myself I think that ah I am not I am not clear in 

memory to so about these things and I have also been over 

laude a little by having read you know notorious feazes having 

reflected on that because I wanted to write. 

I: Yes . 

NB: Because I wanted to write a critical thing about it 
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particularly in relation to this mess business operation . 

I: Yes. 

NB: Ah so you know I am I am everything is use to be coming into 

commerce here because what I would say was when I came in in 

1962 and then through at least part of 1963 there was this 

sense that something was beginning which we didn't know how 

far it could grow but it was a possibility that it might grow 

it would increasing numbers but it would also would be 

effective it would do things which would inflict sizeable and 

substantial damage and I suppose one didn't know quite what 

the response to the damage was would be but you know that 

again was what the political would have to wait and see 

presumably we were not going to over throw the strings away. 

I: Yes. 

NB: But at least if there was damage being inflicted you know that 

would be something one could be optimistic about if I did more 

damage and growing and accumulative kind of way but I think 

almost all certainly that by the time when it got into '64 and 

before the final phase when I think I really have the sense 

that you know I had the same kind attractive fade away oh made 

clear. We had no knowledge in the eastern cape that there was 

something called direction IRA 

I: Oh so you didn't. 

NB: We were still the NCL . 

I: Yes of course . 
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NB: And we had no idea that they have been you know what I take to 

be whatever it was the lift whi ch ah buying. 

I: ____________ __ yes . 

NB: And the cape you know becoming the real centre al though I 

would always tended to think of it as such. 

I: Yes . 

NB: Yes. 

I: The alien only really was a name in Scotland in a few months 

before the gate was broken up anyway yes. 

NB: Right. Yes. Yea. And at that stage I think before that 

stage well as I said I probably was hoping the thing would you 

know would fade away in my own deep convictions being you know 

at that level I mean proceeding troubled about it just as what 

I think was the case ah you know one fell back on that 

business about something has has to be done in the sense that 

at least some symbolic action needs to be undertaken which 

shows that the old school boys' who resist who vote in the 

symbolic way of form from the alternative system a different 

kind of South Africa and on not totally humbled and silenced 

by you know this pre-coniine progressive kind of system. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And I think that that for me was probably always there I in 

other words this talk about you know gorillas and what not was 

fine but I I had no clear irritants that that was possible. 

I: Yes . 
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NB: It was something to be hoped for perhaps . 

r: Yes . 

NB: And I think that the increasingly you know when it was clear 

that the thing was not going to grow one filled fell back on 

that business of Christians suggestions 

the politics of symbolic gestures. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Were action which. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Were action which had that kind of significance and my sense 

of that I am not sure whether I am not importing this back was 

that increasingly it seemed to me that the risks you were 

running given around us you know. 

I: Yes. 

NB: In I mean the eastern cape was after all suppose to be the big 

tent 

away. 

I: Yes. 

and people are just being rounded up and put 

NB: That one was running these enormous risks you know of of 

simply being snuffed up out if 

I: Yes. 

NB: For fear of the water and 

I: Yes . 

NB: Not any political careers but people who can make 

contributions at a number of liberals inside in South African 
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know. 

I: Yes. 
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is kind of symbolic value you 

NB: And anyway for me from seeing it as the prison you know South 

A£rica at that stage of the sabotage act ______ direct 

from those were again significant and it was mass action 

become sabotage. 

I: Yes. 

NB : So you might as well since mass action can be picked up any 

way at a very early stage you might as well go to some what 

insecure route so one I thought . 

I : Yes. _______ next stage. Yes sure. 

NB : More easily disguised routes of . 

I: Yes. 

NB: Of the actual sabotage. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Since really all you are likely to be able to do for some time 

I is make these kinds of gestures. 

I: Sure. 

NB: But it increasingly seemed that the gestures were muffled or 

were not substantial enough for you know we are increasing no 

one nobody. 

I : Yes. 

NB: Now that is what I think I was getting towards or we were 

getting towards and then Cohen actually brought news of the 
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their damn thesis and they were actually we talked about this 

that his version of the kastonian _______ thing that we'd 

actually revolutions didn't happen in this phase. 

I: Sure. Yes. Really. Yes. 

NB: That phase of you know where you sit at the pre- conditions 

that work rather than the gross _________ research 

I: Yes. 

NB: Ah. 

I: Capitalism would undermine a party. 

NB: Yes. 

I: To kind of a right wing determinism there you know. 

NB: Yes . And you know that was new and it fitted with you know 

the concerns about things grades that I had and so on and they 

are not the same thing but you know there was what concerning 

and ah that was part of the moving away. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Mass action I think there was no I mean with that experience 

of mine and I and of others I think in the eastern cape one 

had experience the centre I mean I don't know if all this is 

exaggerated but one of the quarters the centre of mass action 

ort mass mobilization . 

I: Yes. 

NB: Ah effectively being neuted you know by the defensive or 

repressive response of the South African government . 
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I: Yes. 

NB: And the opportunities for somebody you know like myself 

working given the kinds of numbers that we had and I mean 

these organizer kind of devils. 

I: Yes. 

NB: That we have I mean the organizer kind of devils in Graham's 

Town I mean one actually got no where at all in that stage. 

I: sure. 

NB: And I meant so I find that kind of talk a bit strange you know 

looking back. Ah it is not strange in the sense I suppose 

that in 1962 I was trying to do it to one another. 

I: Yes. 

NB: In the little corner I said that I noticed and we will come 

talk but the difficulties of it and the ease with which they 

appear to be able in 1963-64 and four you know round up the 

you know people as mus t depend on the confabulate _____ _ _ 

works and all the rest of it. 

I: Yes. No. 

NB: And also I suppose that extent sensed that I have from 

Graham's Town but also to be of you know the social distance 

between the White and the Black communities I exposed I mean 

you know you couldn't drive into quite I mean right in off the 

boat ha I mean which we are suppose to have permits earned. 

I: Yes. Sure. 

NB: That well whole city restrictions which one tends to forget 
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about yes. 

I: On what Whites? Yes . 

NB: Ah but also the the difference of in worlds as I which 

depended on education of the liberals and a whole range of 

other things. 

I: Yes. 

NB : You know which was so close ----------
I: One one last question on this what about rel ations with the 

ANC and the SIC or the congress of democrats. Was that ever 

an issue or was it just agreed that you both went your own 

ways ah I mean you know? 

NB: As far as I am aware yes I understand that T don't think the 

issue existed oh I think also because you know the presence of 

people like Cohen and so on who had been or you know kind of 

they were Johannesburg they were Jewish had had contact with 

the - -----

I: Yes. With their kind ------

NB: So yes and so forth. 

I: Yes. 

NB: There would have been less tendency for that you know than 

than some of us liberals might have had but t hen and if 

something that you know I keep trying to work on in my head 

and my memory responding to the toy thing. 

I: Yes. 

NB: He isn't this whole question of I mean my experi ence at UCT 
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you know having two movements to the left. 

I: S'Ure. 

NB: And aligning myself for the liberals was you know I I took out 

of that experience it was partly Nevil but I mean it was more 

general about it. It was true of Ernie . 

I: Yes. 

NB: It was tru e -0f my memory image of you Greg I 

would have said you know if some one came to me and said what 

would remember gone to ___________ oh yes he was one 

of those liberals who kind of finally ended the power of the 

CRB CRD in. 

I: Of the CRD yes. In the university. 

NB : In the university see and that whole issue of of us actually 

being editors because they were constant well. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Perhaps that is in a deep sense we were editors but in an 

immediate sense one cannot blame them they could of come along 

but they were always bloody trying to you know look in a 

situation for the advantage . 

I: Yes. 

NB: And embarrass us and so on. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And what we were trying to do was carry some kind of general 

front along against this legislation . 

I: Along. Yes. 
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NB: And so I think that you know I there were reservations quite 

strong reservations which I had but I think in the small scale 

that we were operating up there although there were a handful 

of COD people in Por t Elizabeth. 

I: Yes . 

NB: Ah the issue never that I remember never really arouse . 

I: Yes. 

NB: And it was more what happened was joint meetings through the 

liberal party was sent to or as in this case that I was 

talking I mean somebody from there suddenly said get us a gun. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And he was government and not a CP man or something like in my 

my image of him . 

I: Yes. 

NB: I was you know willing where all the foolish lit tle was fun. 

I: Yes. 

NB: But it was not an issue and but Nevil and I always saw as a 

man who you know was was a great man to detect and to I mean 

the CP and to attempt to. 

I: Yes. Yes he'd be actually hostile . 

NB: Yes . 

I: Yes. 

NB : And so the Williamson stuff later on and you know we 

Williamson playing the social democratic line and blocking 

various things in the international whatever that may you 
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I: The in the IUEM IUER yes. 

NB: Yes and so on. And as in ---------
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this country Nevil 

was really close to him in Geneva or where ever it was placed. 

I : Oh really I didn't know that. 

NB: Ah yes well I actually was told about by his mother-in-law 

that one of Nevil's children had a break down a serious 

I think so in the 

aftermath of Williamson's discovery. 

I: Williamson's discovery really. 

NB: It could have been that close. 

I: Oh really. 

NB: Close to the whole family. 

I: Oh I see. Nevil's never talked to me about that I mean. 

NB: Well I mean that ' s my my you know who I don ' t know if it is 

true but that is what I understood from 

I: Yes. I know the boy I think. I think the youngest which is 

so a very difficul t kid 

NB: I think with the 

I: I did not know that he had a a very bad time. Ah but O.K. let 

us move on a littl e bit. 

NB: Yes. 

I : So the PE group never had any explosives or anything like that 

and. 
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NB: Right. 

I: And the only training you got from Eddy what was that training 

that you know was that like was that called amateurish or 

actually quite effective? 

NB: Well I cannot say because you know it was just an introductory 

thing and I don't know whether I mean I wouldn't have been 

able to go out and do anything on the basis just of that. 

I: Yes. 

NB: No. 

I: I mean he didn't show you that how pylons fell and ------

NB: No what he what was the basic kind of dynamite stuff he had 

plastersine things which are you know little rows are suppose 

to be like dynamite and he gave me instruction about the 

burning speeds of different kind of fuses and how you 

established a the windmill you know and this thing sticks in 

my mind. 

I: Oh yes. Oh really. 

NB: I cannot even be sure quite what a windmill is. 

I: Yes. 

NB: You know but you can remember two things. 

I: It can slow things down with the rain man can --------

NB: Can you? 

I: Yes. 

NB: Is it that A he could never remember my code name 

Luigee this day he is still beyond it. 
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I: Ha. 

NB: So in the middle of the order war he would say Louy Shimy and 

what kind of 

I: Ha. 

NB: So one of two he was quite flabbergasted so that you know that 

I I could tell him the burning speeds after he told me what 

once. It is kind of you we have been taught that you know you 

repeat and he seemed rather surprised that I could pick it up. 

I: Yes . A number of times yes. Yes you had a good mathematical 

mind. 

NB: But ah I yes you know it . 

I: So there was nothing there ah you know. 

NB: Yes it would have had to been you know had I in other words 

been in the cake. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Then I presume I would of got I would of volunteered at that 

stage and had the you know to seem fit. 

I: Yes. 

NB: I would have gone on projects but then there would have had to 

been alot more training than . 

I: Sure. 

NB: Than this was a kind of introductory thing. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And why it wasn't pursued I don't know how perhaps again what 

I was doing or for some very in a not too recent case yes it 
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was a start it was inducting me rather than really guess you 

know the kind of trap practical. 

I: Yes. They do ah what about on organization I mean you never 

sent representatives on the eastern cape to some national body 

or you as far? 

NB: No. 

I: It never applies you know you never have contacts with some of 

those meetings that were held in Johannesburg? 

NB: No. 

I: No . They would send people after you. 

NB: But then of course you see Cohen before that 1962 thing and so 

on I mean or during 1963 see the whole 1963 what Cohen did in 

Graham's Town we ran with branch and the students I don't know 

if they are in for jobs . 

I: Yes. 

NB: If they are in for jobs and they set up I think fake post 

boxes I mean you know probably come of paper boxes and. 

I : Oh he did the whole bit did he? 

NB: I mean he did he did yes. 

I: Yes. 

NB: I gather that they were quite active in those most of those 

they didn't blow anything up really. 

I: Yes. 

NB: But they were on those kinds of what is the word you know 

fighting state you know they were ready for. 
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I: Yes. 

NB: Or at least preparing for that is my understanding. 

I: Yes. 

NB: I never talked to him and Peter about it but so there is 

nothing proving out 

I: Yes. 

NB: So what happened during that year I mean when he went back you 

know all I knew was the passing in about 1964 in the 

university he hated Isenstein. 

I: Yes. 

NB: But I mean that. 

I: Isenstein I think had been the contact there to come probably 

from Johannesburg. 

NB: But you know more than that I wouldn't know but us in Port 

Elizabeth with a just clearly John and John Larado in my life 

likely it was the time that Evans visited himself. 

I: Yes. 

NB: He was contacted that kind of way . 

I: Yes. 

NB: Ah there is something else mysterious and that is you know my 

memory as I I know that Leftbridge visited me in 1964 well. 

I am pretty sure see there was some attempt made at whole 

h oped that we knew that so and so was in. 

I: Yes. 

NB: You know if you went into the Soviet and didn't actually talk. 
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I: Yes . 

NB: So I knew Vine Brian for instance. 

I: Yes. 

NB: I knew that from Nevil and also that is another bloody thing 

that don't actually what is said about ah I mean the driver 

used my stuff about the visit to about the visit to Petry 

Dunken . 

I : Oh yes. 

NB: At the end of 1962 he takes all this business in the writing 

I: In the novel 

revolutionary. 

in the directory 

NB : No he uses his book about Dunken. 

I: His book about Dunken. 

for 

NB : Because I said I had been absolutely astonished I mean Dunken 

had had this kind of empty human sort of thing you know ah 

horse shit smells sweet and human shit stinks or. 

I : So he did ah of yes. 

NB : are we on this whole business of this sort. I 

write a piece of _______ other words he uses but the fact 

that Dunken had been recruited I mean you know I don't know 

what it means. 

I: Yes. 

NB : Or anything and then I had to take this message abroad. 

I: Oh Dunken had been recruited. 
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NB: Yes. 

I: That is the first that I have heard of him it . 

NB: Yes. By Brian you see I thought the ARM. 

I: I by the ARM ____ _ 

NB: Yes. 

I: I will be damned. 

NB: You see they completely. 

I: That is completely new. 

NB: They have decided to keep. 

I: To close that off. 

NB: Yes. 

I: Isn't that fascinating ~ 
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NB: And what Nevil told me was that Dunken I mean that Vine had I 

mean he use to make these illegal trips in the area. 

I : In the United States. Yes. 

NB: And he was suppose to be restricted in Cape Town. 

I: Yes he came to the trans sky 

NB: Yes he saw Dunken I mean t h is was when Dunken was in the 

trench coat 

I: Oh really. 

NB: Remember when Rudy sat up you see he had these three trading 

stations in Southern Africa ------

I: Yes . Oh I didn't know anything about that. 

NB: And he was talking about he was going to make I mean I think 

that was an independent initiative. 
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I: Yes. 

NB: And then and only Ernie was going to talk he was talking and 

I let him talk . 

I: Yes. 

NB: That part about writing into the trans sky and so on . 

I: From the trading stations? 

NB: Yes. From these mountain fossils. I mean literally there 

were no roads. 

I: Yes. 

NB: You had to go on a horse you know we did. 

I: And he was going to use these trading posts? 

NB: Yes. 

I: Oh. 

NB: You see and Terrance Beard took up Jone Cartel who was an old 

native ears 

I: Yes. 

NB: And was going to help him r un these stations . 

I: Yes really. 

NB: And the boys down there said sure it is _ _______ Dunken 

is going to tell Beard. Beard is going to be all upset and 

come back and the whole thing you know because wher~ver the 

liberal party. 

I : Yes . 

NB: Now I spoke to the to ah Vi ne over the phone at that stage. 

I: Yes. 
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NB: About this thing I mean really explaining you know what I must 

do and so on. 

I : Yes because you were suppose to take a message to Dunken up in 

the these mountains. 

NB: Yes. That is right. Yes and so sock it to him before he 

began to talk to Terrance. 

I: Yes. 

NB: In and saying please don't talk about the ARM I mean the NCL. 

I : Yes . 

NB : Which I did and so. 

I: You mean you actually travelled out there and? 

NB : Yes I went up with Terrance you see . 

I: Where where was this mountain 

NB: It is in the Southern of Quthing as I remember Quthing 

something like that ih the southern part. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And we you drove to the Settee Poitou 

I: But not really in settee it is actually in. 

NB: In the Settee. 

!: No in the Settee. 

NB: sorry sorry in the Settee. 

I: Yes O. K. yes. 

really 

NB: And we drove to a place and slept with a chief or in Dearban 

the knife and the beds had bed bugs and then Patrick drove in 
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I: Yes. 

NB: And we set off. 

I: Yes. 
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NB: I went half of the way with him to his next store and then 

came back and t hat night the there was very little to eat 

except some partly coffee _______ donated to him a woman 

had given to him as he rode in. 

I: Yes . 

NB: We talked and then he made it clear his own commitment to us 

and Terrance was arguing against us and he was no reference to 

the ARM 

I: To the ARM. 

NB: Because I sort of had given him this message . 

I : To let him know. 

NB: Yes. You see now I presume nothing came of it all and that 

some what later he left and . 

I: No. 

NB: And it seems to me that I have decided to bury it you know. 

I: Oh isn't that fascinating I have got to ask Johnny about that 

some time. Do you think he knew about it Johnny knew about 

that? 

NB: Ah Johnny. 

I: Johnny may have known that the 

NB: Oh well I wrote that. 
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I: Oh. 

NB: In my piece which I sent to Johnny and in other words and said 

oh if you have got him on _____ _ 

I: What on what you know about Patrick Dunken. 

NB: correct. 

I: Oh. 

NB: And I wrote a five piece thing in which I said exactly what I 

have said to you. 

I: Oh I would like to get a copy of that if you can ever take it 

out. 

NB: I don't think I can. 

I: Y9u would not ha,ve kept it of course because if you do 

yourself hand writing handwritten oh I wonder if Johnny 

deposited that stuff anyway. 

NB: H~ might. 

I: I one of the things I wanted to ask was a separate that 

whether you had any documents or anything like that but this 

is certainly one of our fellows followed up on that is really 

interesting yes . 

NB: And my I mean I didn't read the whole book like what I did was 

you know kind of ______ draw the line flipped and saw my 

manual. 

I: Sure. Yes. 

NB: And in setting that up in other words how I came to you know 

what the source of this information was. 
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I: No. 

NB: Is no reference to the today. 

I: To the ARM. 

NB: To the 

I : And he excluded that from your five page piece. 

NB : That is as I read it through. 

22 

I: Yes interesting. I have to I'll ask Father Level that is a 

very interesting interesting point because I do know that 

Randolf was a very much involved in trying to get activities 

going in the trans sky but he obviously handl ed that 

completely separate from the Neva PE and the Graham ' s Town 

route you know. 

NB: Yes. 

I: Alright so basically ah . 

NB: Sorry some how I got my under Leftbridge where I left this 

I: No because this is oh yes sorry but Leftbridge cannot see it. 

NB: Yes . And what I am not sure about is whether for sure in 1964 

we actually talked about the thing you know. 

I: About the 

NB: The !RA. 

I: Yes . 

NB : Now I think we probably did. 

I: Yes . 

NB: In the sense that I knew he was in a mean you know new what I 
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I : Yes. 
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NB: Because I mean in due course he was the man you know who gave 

my name . 

I : Yes so he gave your name. 

NB: Yes. 

I: Yes. 

NB: When he came out he wrote at all you know how that was the 

basic in - - -------- you know a winter - - --------
in ----------

I: Yes. 

NB: So i n fact I quite longed and he you know he published my 

first of the paper in that book of his so ah I mean he had a 

book on political I mean economic growth and political change. 

I : Yes. 

NB: In Sout h Africa and on other divided societies which or 

something of that sort . 

I : Yes. 

NB : And that was my loss the lost against the logistics of the 

world wh ich was a long paper and took months to wri te. 

I: Yes. 

NB: I kind of rounded off so you know and he he helped me I mean 

to just stay within the York of about 

I: Oh did you. Yes . He must be in pretty lousy shape in those 
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NB: He was coming together about it or something. 

I: Was he? 

NB : Yes. 

I: Yes. 

24 

NB: I see that we are already talking about 1972 you know and that 

is quite a long time after I need one through at least you 

know it was your own fellow ______ stage . 

I: Yes they all last about three months you say that. 

NB: Yes. 

I: Yes. 

NB: But now of course he is rather different you know. 

I: Yes he seems to be very very well settled yes. 

NB: Two kids and so on. Yes. 

I: Two kids and it seems to be a happy setting for him. 

NB: You were talking so that that was what got me into into on to 

Adrian about contact with the other central. 

I: The other central committee . 

NB: And so I I. 

I: It was the one that 

NB: So that Adrian came through. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And I think that he was probably ah you know it had something 

to do with ah with that popular 1963 

I: Sure 
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NB: Popular 1963 perhaps I mean that was going on to see Harry. 

I: Yes. 

NB: But he ah I have no memory of talk about central decisions or 

anything about it. 

I : Yes alright. Why don't we move on to ah when you heard that 

Adrian and so on was picked up and. 

NB: Yes. 

I: And then what happened _____ _ 

NB: The the fascinating thing was that ah I think I am not sure 

that I have seen it myself in the paper. Vine had got 

permission to go to the eastern cape coast which was actually 

to see his parents. 

I: Yes. 

NB: So he legally went up there and then he illegally hopped over 

to the trans sky and did a really quick whistle stop tour and 

gave me a lift down to Cape Town. 

I: Oh he did. 

NB: This was in was in that June July holiday. 

I: Yes . 

NB: And I was as usual going back to spend the holiday with my 

mother. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And as we drove down it was clear that he was concerned for 

something and slowly. 

I: Oh he was really then preoccupied then yes. 
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NB : Emerged he'd say something about I forget whether he used the 

code or he said Adrian. 

I: Yes. 

NB : Had been taken in to 

I: You in due course and you knew he was in the IRM and he knew 

you were at this point yes. 

NB: Yes. But we'd never formally you know what I mean it would 

have been over the telephone. 

I: Talked about it . Yes. Oh of course he did ask you to go on 

to Dunken yes. 

NB: Patrick Dunken business and so on. 

I: Yes. 

NB: I am not sure how much can I mean he got the paper whenever 

you know he could to sort of and I cannot remember how long it 

took I think we did this in a day. 

I : Yes. 

NB: And he got the paper as soon as he could once we got into Cape 

Town so you see I was there through that business in the third 

first ten days or so in the cape when Vine was deciding what 

to do oh but I of course didn't know anybody else see it was 

just Vine . 

I : By the time you arrived in Cape Town you know Adrian had been 

arrested. 

NB: That is right. 

I: Yes. 
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NB: Yes. I mean he knew that when we left her there. 

I: Yes. 

NB: But he didn't know any more and by the time that I mean as far 

as I remember what happened there may have has never been one 

day in between I don't know we met in a hotel room in one 

street Long Street and he booked himself in there and by that 

stage Eddy Daniels and the killer DeKeller I mean the August 

that night carried the story of a third being arrested. 

I: Yes . Yes the DeKeller had been picked up at the T&D District 

Congress. 

NB: Yes that is right and then it was clear that Vine 

must get out. 

I: And Vine of course knew at this point too. 

NB: Yes. So he stayed there that night but gave me instructions 

I had to go to some room in the gardens to was to collect 

papers of Louisiana work dramatics 

I: Oh yes. 

NB: And then there was this bloody dynamite which be was worried 

about and there was a suitcase out some where in Kenya in a 

maid's room in at the back of the Bucker Flats . 

I: Yes . 

NB: Well I got various kinds of keys now I collected the papers 

there wasn't a problem about that and yes with I knew in my 

heart something of course or I went to the other bloody thing 

and fortunately the room was empty they came. 
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I: The police had already been there. 

NB: yes well. Ah and then he 

decide. 

I: _______ you are lucky they didn't leave somebody t here 

to watch the room anyway sorry then. 

NB: And then he stayed with a lady in Lip Street now that lady's 

name I have forgotten like we had a. 

I: Was ah. 

NB: She was not a member as far as I remember knew her. 

I : Curry . 

NB: No. Now curry is involved but this was a lady she was in teak 

style design Terrance would know. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Of course I think she had been his girlfriend kind of friend. 

I: Could have been Randolf's girlfriend. 

NB: Do you think so? 

I: No I don't know. I don't know who she was. 

NB: No she was Terrance's girlfriend. 

I: She was Terrance's girlfriend. 

NB: Oh God because she was quite crucial she had a you know a 

place in which she did she had a you know it had 

an epigram some where or other and Randolf 

went to work t here. 

I: Oh really. 

NB: If you can call it a tour 
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NB: And stayed for some days. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And then knew. 

?: It wasn't Milly McCarthy? 

NB: No. 

I: No. 

NB: She was not a member as far as I knew her alright. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And I didn't mention her name you know when 

29 

--------- Leftbridge drove me down and so on a n d I think 

she was never arrested and taken in and so I think she came 

through quite you know. 

I: Yes. 

NB: She just helped out. 

I: Yes. 

NB: But once you know the decision then was made to do something 

and she acted as an agent and kind of for Randolf carried on 

the instructions or of course she may have known more about 

what I am afra id of 

I: Yes. 

NB: And I don't and I went along it . 

I: You were there then to always staying with her too you know 

you continue to stay in the hotel. 

NB: I kick and touch with Adrian sorry I kept in touch with 

BROMBER2.DC - April 15, 1993 



30 

Randolf. I was staying with my mother I stayed at my mother's 

place alright. 

I: I see. Of course. Yes. 

NB: He moved out of the hotel the next day or something else he 

got this arranged and then once the decision had been made to 

try and go you know they cooked up this plan with Curry that 

he would they he would kind of try and leave I mean you know 

on Curry's passport 

I: Yes. 

NB: You are you know all of that business but then. 

I: Yes. 

NB: But then there was the problem about the other side and the 

Holand Africa land you know goes what I mean they work through 

a friendly Norwegian counsel and that is when Hill helped you 

see now at that stage I am not sure how much Hugh knew but 

Hugh clearly knew something. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And he went along with this lady and myself to see the 

Norwegian counsel. 

I: Oh really. 

NB: And he said he would smooth things on the other end I don't. 

I: 

?: Belongs to him. 

NB: We when it got to Canada and then she and I went and with the 

and Curry bought the ticket and then that afternoon I mean the 
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I: All three of you bought the ticket yes. 

NB: Yes. It went very fast I mean once I decided to do it. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Is this relevant I mean? 

I: Yes no no fascinating. 

3 1 

NB: And then you know the boat sailed I think that afternoon. I 

while I was in the gardens when from behind a bush emerged and 

this is final farewells out of about Raymond the doctor. 

I: Oh. 

NB: I cannot even remember his name. Is it Raymond? 

I: I don't know. I have never heard his name. I knew there was 

a doctor. 

NB: Bill Bill not Raymbnd. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Bill you know the I mean he became a recess thing and a kind 

of a recessive kind of a professor of independence and 

I: Oh you know who it was it was Bill Hoffenburg. 

NB: Yes Bill Hoffenburg I can't remember. 

?: Yes. 

I: Yes sure. 

NB: So Bill Hoffenburg emerged and likely be I have always been 

curious you see and they set a fund kind of farewell to. 

I: To Randolf. 
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NB: To Randolf yes and then slid off. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And then it was down to you know to the boat. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And Randolf went to curry's cabin. 

I: Yes. 
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NB: He didn't ________ accompany some where and we all sat 

there waiting for Mr. Curry to be called for customs or 

whatever it is not customs but. 

I: Yes well immigration. 

NB: For immigration and was never caught and so we went on hanging 

on and hanging on and then it was clear that they were about 

to sail. 

I : Yes. 

NB: _____________ without being caught so a couple of 

us you know most of us went off. 

I: Yes sure. 

NB: And there was the man who had sold us the ticket your agent 

from the office standing at the head of the gate plank. 

I: Oh . 

NB: And you know we thought that if Curry just wa lked past that it 

there would be a problem so. 

I: Yes. 

NB: So Curry walked ducked back and before we knew what was 

happening the bloody gate plank the man went down with the 
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I: I think I have actually but . 

NB: You have. 

I: But go on. 

33 

NB: I mean there he was Curry was upset and of course the whole 

Hol and African land mark already low are really low in the 

seat and they are not like low. 

I: Yes. 

NB : Like the king heart or sort of legend and all of a sudden he 

got a determined look on his face sprinted to the whole 

railing of the thing. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Foot on and leapt onto the key side. 

I: on to the 

NB: As this girl and I stood just kind of looking at it. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Missed his footing and disappeared. 

I: Fell into the water . 

NB: So that is the end of that. 

I: He would be crushed to death. 

NB: And then there was this hand there and he sort of he was 

sliding down it must have been some prediction he would of. 

I: That he hang hung on to. 

NB: That he hung on to and he climbed up and looked around at you 

but you know hooters were blowing and things were swinging and 
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I: So alot of people hadn't even noti~ed this in a way. 

NB: I know anyway 

I: He is very lucky that he is alive. 
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NB: He would not have got crushed. It was a very small boat I 

know I mean it would have almost certainly have delayed the 

sailing and of course and you know there would be no time to 

waste. 

I: ________________ man over board and so on yes. 

NB: Anyway and then he I gather but I don't think I knew at the 

time was forward to the British people to leave . 

I: Yes. 

NB: Now that one of the things that was possible was that when I 

eventually made my statement and so on you know I had we had 

lots of time to think about it and all I was all I did was put 

curry's wife into all the situations where this other woman 

had been. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And that was where we had been observers public. 

I: Because you knew Curry's wife was around. 

NB: Around I knew there was a wife. 

I: Oh yes. 

NB: And I knew she had gone yes you are right she had left with 

Curry . 

I: Yes. Oh you knew that by that point that curry was gone. 
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NB: By the time that I was arrested. 

I: Yes. 

NB: So that I could cover for this girl you know whose name was a 

sort of quite forgotten. 

I: Forgotten yes. 

NB: And then you know apart from that I mean I think there was a 

Hoffenburg phoned me and brought Randolf's papers which I 

think I mean alot of it was just political work you know I 

don't think of it as anything else really. 

I: Yes. 

NB : Just general and stuff he was doing and so on cutting the milk 

man yes and that was about it. 

I: Yes. 

NB: But I always found myself you know as I need slightly records 

as time went by and I am getting a bit pissed off with the 

newspapers all the rest of it making a fast and almost 

something nice about Hoffenburg you know this different white 

snow white liberal and why would I be persecuting and all the 

rest of it. 

I: Yes. 

NB: When I suspected there was a little more somebody. Ha. 

I: They knew a little more about him perhaps . Maybe Adrian had 

mentioned his name I don't know . 

NB: Adrian was the nicest person whatever she did what they half 

did ______________ personally doing at home or 
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time with us 

I: Very much so. Yes. What do how did you must have been very 

worried yourself at this point. 

NB: O.K. so at that stage yes ah and then of course I was still I 

think it was the morning when Terrance came to pick me up to 

take me back to the eastern cape at the end of the holidays. 

I: Yes. 

NB: There abouts or I may have this slightly wrong the Harris bomb 

we went to. 

I: We went looking at the end of the line yes. 

NB: And I mean like you know I have no idea of what to do and 

somebody went back to Port Elizabeth to the at least one would 

b e able to talk to the others. 

I: Sure. 

NB: And we went for a drive as I remember it. 

I: The four of you. 

NB: Yes and you know simply discussed what to do and I mean there 

was really little really that I think we all felt we could do . 

I: we couldn't we seemed at that. 

NB: Because it seemed at that stage that after a series a you know 

the lines had run kind of arrested tell us about Band c and 

as I can tell 

I: Yes. 

NB: But there had been a silence and no further than the rest so 

it was possible to hope you know that then the bomb I thought 
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we might be lucky in the sense that what they would do would 

be sweeping quite the lowest number of liberals and one could 

sort of hide you know and 

I: Yes. 

NB: ______ in a linking there would be nothing specifically 

linking us and then even if they did and I really think this 

is quite important there was this business about Alby 

you know I prefer the other guys at Trenton but 

Alby had got in touch cape 

had worked with it for one-hundred and 

£ifty days or something and he hadn't cracked. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And he once said well it may not be Alby but you know and what 

what sort of opportunity do we have. We have not got any 

money they are no jobs anywhere else we you know John Larado 

had family two kids waiting an eight year old and a three. I 

think we just you know there was nothing compelling there was 

nothing at an obvious thing to do and we decided you know to. 

I: Yes. 

NB: To have a girl but fairly certain that we were going to be 

taken in I think. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And I at least hoping that it would be part of a much bigger 

accounting. 

I: 
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NB: Now Edith Candroff that was almost right on a small scale in 

on the eastern coast cape because they arrested four of us. 

I: Yes. 

NB: They arrested Harry, myself, James Beard and Peter Rhode see 

so there were two liberals in there. 

I: Sure. 

NB: And at least to start with you know one thought that well 

perhaps again it is 

I: Yes. 

NB: But Cohen was you know a bit worried because they wouldn't 

have known much about Cohen they didn't want political 

activities . 

I: Yes. 

NB: And then when I was arrested it turned out that you know they 

went through my room and I was actually quite shocked by it 

and I. 

I: Oh really. 

NB: I had been you know we've had one meeting in which we have 

discussed the routines about you know running and kind of what 

a some Drummon got this. 

I : Yes. 

NB: Drummon got this from some where or other and so there was a 

little mix up made and the news of it perishes so which I 

tbink it was made paid for and in some word of that sort. 

I: Yes. 
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NB: Which was codes for routines to be followed when you try to 

run. 

I : _______ so John 

NB: And a just a little piece of paper which had written and I am 

still throwing it away as this in a pile of stuff some where 

and a sergeant picked it up but what I didn't know at the time 

was that Adrian had any way -----

I: Now Adrian had not talked up to the point that John until John 

Harrison did the bomb he had not given your names. 

NB: No. He hadn't given my name no see so in other words in had 

given certain things but he hadn't split the war 

I: He hadn't given the eastern cape name then. 

NB: No no. He even though he knew he certainly he knew Mike. 

I: Yes. 

NB: His account of it to me was that they came to him with a news 

that bombed I said that lots of people have been killed you 

were going to hang for sure there is no question about this. 

I: Yes . Yes . 

NB: And you know we built it up a terrifying kind of acco~nt of it 

and that he literally you know I mean he. 

I: Fell apart. 

NB: Yes he couldn't actually control his physical sense of sort of 

fear. 

I: Yes. 
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NB: His physical sense of fear. Also I think the shock you know 

that slowly passed his way working routine his way into things 

and you know he was going to survive and all the rest of the 

things now this. 

I: Yes . 

NB: Now this thing which anyway you could see is it could disown 

you in some sense of distance which was performance and they 

can often offer that the next morning when they came around he 

listed a number of people I was one. 

I: One. Yes. 

NB: And . 

I: And Larado could have easily been one 

NB: No because they didn't arrest Larado straight away but it is 

possible that they did I mean they Larado they held for a 

couple of more days. 

I: Yes. 

NB! They watching clearly. 

I: Yes . 

NB: My impression was that they at that stage they didn't just 

pick on up anybody you know when they were first made ship 

they would then telex around try and you know check. 

I: Yes. 

NB: So on and so on once they have got a number of people 

confirmed you know they are taking you know that sort of stage 

BROMBER2.DC - April 15, 1993 



effect so we have got so we were taken in there and. 

I: Yes. You were taken in Port Elizabeth. 

NB: Yes. Yes. 

41 

I: What kind of interrogation did they give you? Did they did 

they treat you well? 

NB: No. Ah what I think of course we had no emotional and that is 

why I stress the Alby Saxon was that that had no notion of 

really what it is like inside once they have got alot on you 

so that you know it is not a question of just denying things 

and saying I don't know this I don't know that or the other. 

They know what you know after some point and they got bloody 

sworn statements in front of them in 

I: Yes. 

NB: You know and that is a whole different kind of a ball game. 

I: It demoralizes you more does it? 

NB: Yes and you say to yourself well what is the point of my 

denying it you know who am I predicting protecting ah what am 

I achieving by it and then I think I mean they didn't do it 

straight away I mean they I had interrogation and stuff you 

know in Port Elizabeth then I just went down to out of Cape 

Town. 

I: Didn't you have to stand through 

NB: Flew that stuff to Cape Town. 

I: Yes. 
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NB: And then the typical of time and then when I grew up they were 

ready for me then you know like I began I was invaluable 

trustable day I mean I went home and then the next day they 

began and then they kept me going for three days and nights. 

I: Just standing . 

NB: Yes. 

I: 

or a 

you were you were standing on a bridge brick 

NB : No. No I didn't know that. 

I: You were standing facing a wall . 

NB: No again I had my back to the wall. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And I was told you know you cannot move your feet so this and 

that until I tell you to stop that so. 

I: They are watching you all the time. 

NB: Not all the time but the night session was they brought in 

other you know guys who clearly all of them weren't use to 

Whites and I think that was fairly clear that you know it 

probably was because. 

I: Not use to Whites in that kind of position. 

NB: Yes and ah. 

I : And they you didn't sleep at all during that period or they 

didn't know the truth 

NB: Ah yes I did because one what happened on the second I mean I 

slept for a couple of hours in the second lapse. 
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I: And then you did 

NB: Because I think I will have to 

I: Did you have to sleep for twenty-four hours at a time 

NB: No n o it was seventy- two I mean I stood for three days and 

nights and on the second night I think extended yes 

was a young and experienced girl sit down you 

know and I said I am sure I am not allowed to be and then I 

t h ink of course. 

I: Are you sure I am allowed to? 

NB: Yes and then I think it was that whole criterion background I 

come from and kind of worked against me a little. 

I: Yes . 

NB: Because I am not really bulging and I haven't sort of screw 

myself up today . 

I: Yes. 

NB: Mostly bulchy and I said don't mess with me you know are you 

serious? 

I: Yes. 

NB: Because I was quite heavy. 

I: Yes. 

NB : Not as fat as I am now but 265 I was around maybe one-hundred 

and 

I : Yes. rt was alot of weight on the feet for sure. 

NB: So they said well now sure sit down now sit down and as I felt 

BROMBER2.DC - April 15, 1993 



44 

the weight come off my feet you know I just burst into tears 

I 

I: I can imagine yes. 

NB: Yes. And then that strain I mean you are just not trained I 

mean you know this rush of kind of certain specific you know 

gratitude what can I say. 

I: Yes it could be painful 

NB: For Christ sake you know even though they have rigged the 

whole bloody thing and so on you know and so on and report. 

I: Do you think they record report of the sitting down? 

NB: I am not sure I think that they my guess is that they 

improvise this and that they were a bit like young chance they 

were uneasy with the whole set up and so on. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And but it was important because in my this patriotism at that 

stage I picked to be shifted one stage I went from I don't 

know what you are talking about to suppose I did know and you 

know I know 

I: Oh yes. Then and they know and they would not argue in a way. 

NB: ______ who the people are outside Betty in particular I 

thought and they are were responsible for and I tried to focus 

on her I recruited her well of course you know I didn't know 

that Harry was would have gone the first night so 

I: Oh really he didn't yes. 
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I mean they are really nice in terms of 

Eisenstein's statement 

I: They are reading whose statement? 

NB: Eisenstein's statement . 

I: Oh Eisenstein had named him oh really oh. 

NB: So that I think he went really £ast in 

in the end 

I: Yes after that. 

NB: But you see he was the man that they had founded in number one 

when we arrived and yes and I think that put him straight off 

the plane or pretty near I mean straight out of here. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Because we had time to recover over that and to recover at a 

certain speed at some where else you know before they started. 

I: Yes. 

NB : And then of course Harry sort of gave them everything about 

the eastern cape which was we 

I: Yes. 

NB: And I didn't know that to start with but if you hold on they 

slowly it comes out you know they. 

I: Yes. 

NB: They are trying to prep you by saying that we you know this 

but we want some information from you. 

I: From you. 
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NB: You know but eventually it was clear that Harry anyway I made 

that shift into it now I think what happened was that after a 

little while I put my head down on the table and slept and I 

don't know how long I slept but I had a couple of hours. 

I : Yes . 

NB: I mean they worked me up and put me back again so it is not 

true that I was a full seventy-two hours because I had that I 

think unplanned though and the next night I heard them book 

talking 

I: Yes. 

NB: And you know and no funny stuff . 

I: Yes. 

NB: But so that night I actually started eventually and I mean I 

finally speed myself up you know and I went and laid down in 

the hallway 

I: Yes. 

NB: And then I don't know what they did they tried to pick me up 

but they couldn't you see I was very heavy and I put myself in 

a corner where they and then there was certainly a smell of 

chloride or something but a shot wasn ' t fired. 

I: Yes. 

NB: I don't know whether you c an sort of prime a revel ver or 
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something and ah would it perhaps frighten me had I seen it 

but it happened behind my head so I think you know I did pick 

up but and there was one really soft guy and a tough guy. 

I: Of course yes. 

NB: Ah and so you see I allowed them I mean this one guy was must 

be weird weird weird things again one gets into I mean he in 

the end was plead.ing with me I mean you know. 

I: The soft guy? 

NB: Yes. 

I: Yes. 

NB: He had a sort kind of a bald head and so he wore a. 

I: What was his name? 

NB: Oh I don't know because Ernie said. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Ernie saw him that night . 

I: Yes. Pleading with you to speak? 

NB: Yes I said no no he said get up get up please get up. 

I: Oh really. 

NB: _______ he was going to get into the shift you see. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Or the orders which they said I had to start to beating it out 

of you and I don't want to. 

I: Yes. 

NB: The other one was really tough he said look ------
SIDE B OF TAPE 
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I : Continuation of tape 2 side B interview with Norman 

Bromberger. You were saying. 

NB: But I have got something out of it and that I said with them 

I mean A they said alright you can go to the toilet you see. 

I: Yes. 

NB: So I went and sat there for a while and then they brought me 

back and then I started again and then they let me eventually 

walk up and down so that says my legs were very sore. 

I: Yes. 

NB: So I kind of hobbled up and down up and and still that is 

easier than standing. 

I: Yes. Sure. 

NB: You see. 

I: Is the pain it is very painful that experience is it again to 

standing 

NB: The physical. My legs even I think my weight I you know after 

the three days of in those statements I kind of walked like 

that. 

I: Yes for 

NB: No I mean away O.K . I mean I don't agree with all the world 

affairs words I said 

I: Yes. 

NB: And you know I was use to staying up nights and so on and I 

mean ask Richard you know I mean I am programmed to bring my 

sleep right down to four hours a night and in which I couldn't 
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but I tried because it was kind o.f rusty so I use to keep my 

sleep alot I mean they arrested me sleeping on my study floor 

at home which was where I often slept on news by itself was 

you know I mean in that sense I was always haven't laid a 

pamphlet right where some people might. 

I: Yes. 

NB: So you know this wasn't all that out of the world. 

I: Yes. 

NB: But then I mean made an adjust for psychological level and the 

strain strains strange as things came alive in Calydon Square 

which is where it always happened. 

I; Yes. 

NB : At around I don't know you know six, seven the next morning 

people started arriving the taxi driver by buggered off and 

this oth er guy was left to about . 

I : The soft one. 

NB: Yes who had been doing drawings one of them was two hands 

folded in prayer and the other was a naked lady. 

I: Ha . 

NB: And the other was the naked lady and I was Black sort of thick 

I mean you are obviously taking this I mean and you are going 

up and down I mean and he is listening outside there and he 

suddenly pulled a cigarette out of his hat and looked at his 

and said ARM there you are and of courser looked wished the 

used circle was stuff in that loss and you cannot use and you 
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are getting weaker well what are we going to do and are we 

just going to stand here and pull out when one helped it and 

one would pass out or something you but and so I started 

making it and he was like a accident drum age that somebody 

was going to come in. 

I: Yes. 

NB: I mean he grabbed his way from this one stage and a he was 

saying sorry it was not Christian at all. 

I: Yes. 

NB: I mean he given who he was oh yes what I was going to say was 

that I had used you know in that period at all that I seem 

while I was actually interacting with them and walking up and 

down and so on. If I wanted to cry I cried you know. 

I: Yes . 

NB: And they said don ' t do this to yourself I said I am not going 

to you are torturing me that they found right away 

I: Yes. 

NB: And I would cry some more no. 

I: Did they like the idea of torturing you that is the 

NB: No somebody liked my sort you know and there is this whole 

business of academics and we are English speaking and they 

have to use our language but they are social superior it is 

another quite fish and a rich I am not a rich pro but I was 

they said 
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I: Sure never had -------

NB: They said they have respect for me for heavens sake you know 

a guy like that anyway not some of the other workers but they 

respect on the other ------- end they have been asked to 

torture you. 

I: Yes sure. 

NB: And reduce you to this kind of shandies in you know and they 

would boo you at that stage in 1964 very unhappy about it you 

know and he was saying sorry to me and that is agreed and that 

is a question of about it the thing 

I: Yes. But he. 

NB: And then they came in the morning of the actual breakdown is 

quite a stay hal f at all orchestrated and I mean the Space and 

Went through tough sort of chap but I seen quite a bit of him 

at that stage came in and. 

I : He is the small short guy right? 

NB: No he is tall ish. 

I: He is the tall guy. 

NB: But longish fingers. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Sorry it was the captain or so who he was in charge and we are 

so you know sorry again it took me charge again when we had 

seventy-two hours is a long time and now I af~aid I had to 

interrogate all the time but a chance to say why do people do 

it why are there so many Jews here and once they are straight 
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avenues and. 

I: Oh really. Yes. 

NB: And long periods of fight about that he had taken the home 

yes. 

I: And you can actually talk out a long chance while you were 

standing. 

NB: Yes. 

I: So that is how you keep awake and you know told me about it it 

had gone up i nter-succeedingly with that coloured guy a nd we 

took a bus there in the community remember there was a capital 

egg _ _____ room while somebody ran around a new 

Alexsandra's what and it had gone up there and tell me about 

the bus trips you know the hierarchy of farms instead of White 

farmers and they certainly can keep teach and the son moves 

and until they kind of move around the White wall yes and we 

would go on with this kind of stuff you know and Vince 

had come in that night and he had a motorboat 

for something you know and of course looked me in the eye and 

say you foolish shit you know you. 

NB: Yes. 

I: You hate shit you got shit in your shoes shit in your time 

NB: Yes. T said what I said to him was click click you did it. 

Ha. I took my life in my hands. 

I: That would be. You took your l ife in your hands. 
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NB: But there were guys behind yes that who were brought in with 

him I don't think they were cops. 

I: Yes. 

NB: One of them wasn't and that again you see the interesting 

thing was while he was doing this. 

I : Yes. 

NB: I was looking at them from over his shoulder and they were on 

my side and I was embarrassed by this big sist that he was 

going in _____ _ 

I: It is ridiculous not? 

NB: Yes. 

I: Yes. 

NB : But so for who might you know who he took me home before one 

life and good put sons in his car to drop me off at Maitland. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And Sid when I was looking for a job in the 1930s' there were 

no jobs to be had her e you know piece together jobs you know 

it makes me again that many of these jobs are not in help with 

I: Yes oh really. Oh really interesting. 

NB: But she it was so came in that morning came fairly close by a 

for me. 

I: Who said that now who said that Luso or Spanky Fundane that me 

said that - -------

NB: Sorry Lucy Luso said that taking the ______ _ 
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I: Oh taking this job as a policeman yes 

NB: But this man who was in charge apart from the English cup was 

the major of or the kernel whom they brought in from time to 

time and ah you know who spoke to me in a civilized sort of 

way and it was actually sorry they gave me something to eat on 

the first day the first of lunch yes sit down have some meals 

yes is it nice to read me with my agenda and he makes this 

little speech you see. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Ah apart from him was served and we so came in that morning of 

the third coming from the end of that the third night and you 

know the fourth and ripe me in the eye and said you are going 

to stand here until you faint you know and some where around 

there it was quite a way yes. 

I: And well once. 

NB: And you have been working over time and you are ahead and they 

if I say this what do they know that I know. 

I: Yes it is some where in th.e same ar(;!as. 

NB: Because I can kill them that is right and I can tell them what 

they know that is not a harmful. 

I: Yes. 

NB: What do I know that they have no way of knowing I know that I 

can totally suppress. 

I: Yes . 

NB : If they refused him so they worked here and there things Nevil 
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had told me and I had left no way of that I knew would know 

that a nd I denied the whole simply initially the whole well I 

told you the business of about this woman and then. 

I : Oh yes it with about Randolf and so on yes . 

NB: Randolf and Stephanie and so forth so you know I have been 

working at this and then I said sit down and again that is 

what Whites because he is sitting there and you know has that 

has his rights _______ _ 

I: Yes you just don't want to do it . 

NB : But being who you are you sure but if you are not going to 

talk to them understand everything. 

I: Yes. Sure. 

NB: Extraordinary. 

I: Yes. 

NB : But then they got not hing you know and when they come in. 

I: Paper. 

NB: The newspaper came in and then they put their arm around and 

then I couldn't resist and ----- -

I: But his arm around your shoulder your neck around his back . 

NB: From t he back yes and I just this thing 

I: Yes. 

NB: There now I coul dn't resist tensing my muscles a nd so my 

he 

says. 

I: sure make him sort of feel good and then they send Allyo in 

BROMBER2.DC - April 15, 1993 



56 

the field Ollio is the one that I liked. 

NB: Yes. 

I: But he is still older than him. 

NB: Yes. He but he was the older guy. Now that is cleared out 

Olli talked to them and said oh no wrong now let us talk we 

know for instance the 

what are you doing to yourself and see 

I: Yes. So here is the set 

NB: And I thought we would I never said yes. 

I: Yes. 

NB: I got but at a certain stage incapable of so for the number of 

the others and there is a book you know of in writing. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And I know that if he has a book of in writing and I know that 

unless I have stood up and gone back to the war by the time he 

sits down and I want to make a speech and I don't stand up and 

so I have got the first phrase really and you are right small, 

medium Bromberger sworn states you think so and so my first 

table in NCL in from Nevil Reedman and got on such a bang and 

I : Such and such a bang yes. 

NB: Yes so. 

I: So what were the questions they were interested in about the 

ARM do they want names or just activities yes. 
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I think largely I just kind of real 

little for you know and edited version but I think when it 

came say to the eastern I mean for instance the other people 

in Graham's Town I said who were they so I said well they were 

these people that I knew waited to leave the country and I 

thought he had some so I said wait Wade. 

I: Yes . 

NB: Sure they either you know I think logically I they are just 

kind of really offered offer you know and edited version but 

I think when it came said sight of the eastern cape I mean for 

instance the other people in Graham's Town and I said who were 

they ----- -

I: Yes. 

NB: So I said well there were these people who I knew Wade had 

left the country and I thought they have and so I said way 

Wade and then I said Harry Cohen because I thought Harry Cohen 

and then they said but there was somebody else and I said yes 

there was somebody but I cannot remember his name I said 

bullshit you know I say they say ah. 

I: Yes. What about Betty Meens did they actually pull her in to 

or? 

NB: Yes they did. 

I: Yes they did. 

NB: Yes so they did but you see what I am not sure on that one I 

am not sure oh what I did I think that in other words I am not 
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sure that I have it was clear that Cohen had given me some 

paper at one of these 

I: Yes. 

NB: So at what stage I confirmed that I don't know. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Anything that they had no way of knowing I knew that nobody 

who had made a statement that you know that can won't shut up 

about that at all 

I: Yes. 

NB: Here and there they knew you know they play and then it is 

focused you give them a bit that is a bonus and I said ah you 

know you hurt I think he is telling the truth ah we didn't 

know that that's our sort of you know I mean for some the 

whole statement I couldn't say you know. 

I: Did they ever give you a copy of the statement? Saying what 

they are suppose to. 

NB: I think that I had to sign that I I mean that what I was of 

that bottom of that. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Apart from that note what I saw was ink straps of its and all 

sorts of other people staying once three days later a week 

later they suddenly arrived in my seven nights and they were 

trying to give Nevil extradited I heard them big son of a 

bastard obviously delighted where the rest of Nevil so much 

where as I didn't hear that he he'd you know used legal stuff 
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and once more _____ _ 

I: Yes . 

NB: So now they are trying to the extradition and they both just 

sing along with the yes I agree with you know sign of the 

thing and I wanted my certain signature of the process of 

Nevil and ah by that stage I had a bit of a rest and my throat 

not to mention it now and I development started and I wanted 

back against the wall you know and gees I took a big brief on 

themselves that I tell them and ---- -

I: Yes. 

NB: Interestingly enough or so it took me by force yes 

looked at me seriously 

I: Yes forget it. 

NB: No so I never have to stop 

I: Yes. 

------

NB: But that is I mean the time I ever saw tight fits extra tight. 

I: All that yes yes . What were the next stages after that? You 

have made your statement . 

NB: Yes and then we count one- hundred rounds you know for quite 

some time ah one experience that I do remember I mean the 

bible mostly you know yes and then the 

_____________ the different had one or two things of 

and you know the sea grow theory of parts which was kind of 

the theory of one of my kinds of breakthroughs you know that 

bring that one my graving prayer and it is going through 
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NB: Now it got easier this time but one thing that I do remember 

I mean and that and influenced my other two towards Adrian and 

all sorts of people you know you agree to give evidence and so 

on was ah out of fear just talk to them and said how things 

were wounded here 

I: Yes. 

NB : All the chaps were also pleased to see him and he is how they 

destroying you know we oh God God you know really making the 

walls of the front and also you would not believe it then are 

people that are willing to give evidence and so on . 

I: Yes. 

NB: And when I or . 

I : That is it. 

NB: And that information ah and I think he mentioned people he 

said Cohen which it was true . 

I: Yes. 

NB: Cohen was and I think he may have mentioned Betty and ah one 

or two I was I cannot remember the details and I mean I was in 

t hat uproar you know emotional uproar for two to three days 

and on the one hand I was stalking around my cell you know 

pleading with Vicky from the you know the witness box and I am 

in the thing you know 

I: Sure. Yes. Don't do it. 
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NB: You know with all my you know persuading her at the last 

moment my no trouble on the other hand saying what am I doing 

why am I so sick thick you know I can 

I: Yes . 

NB: Because of these bloody oaks else . 

I: Yes sure. 

NB; You know how some volume or bloody friction I expected to go 

for ten years. 

I: Oh did you? That is what was in your head? 

NB: In my head yes . 

I: And they said that to you because of everything yes. 

NB: I am not sure but I must have picked it up from some where 

about ten. Ten I could handle but you know ten years or. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Ten or fourteen years you know you still have got some left. 

I: Left . Yes. 

NB: Twenty years you know that sort of that was more miserable you 

know that was perhaps can you know you do not begin again at 

fifty . 

I: No . 

NB: But ten I had and I had all this kind of fun really and it 

helped me through that period of and you know we really . 

I: Sure. 

NB: You know we have all those buddies there and we have all this 

discussion you have ------- study groups and what not. 
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NB: You know yes all kinds of issues you know and ah I would be 

given my smoke break because which we had two of a day. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Walking around and around this kind of thing and all the way 

of course I found you know quite interest but anyway that the 

point was this could if welfare had come back after two days 

and said now normally this cattle dealers 

know what they said. 

I: Yes. 

________ you 

NB: We want you you and we want you to give it in and anyway we 

want you to testify for your services 

I: Yes yes. 

NB: I don't know how it would have been. 

I: Really because you were sort of mad about it. 

NB: Four days later, five days later, six I have got perspective 

again of you know and I got as I said on the interrogation you 

know the way that I reacted counted the active people some 

sort of heroic perspective but I mean I was well I was being 

heroic when I shouldn't have been I was suppose to be 

calculating it you know . 

I: sure yes. 

NB: Made me very cautious of you know handing out judgement so let 

so I mean I understand it the political judgement you see a 
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certain man when r saw Don well you know actively sort of 

counsel in a way and you cannot be forgiven and you know I 

understand that sort kind of thing. 

I : Yes. 

NB: But the kind of dist aste of these faced people having 

politica l charm are ______ _________ found that 

actually are impossible to do. 

I: Sure. 

NB: It may it he made some effort actually because in the winter 

do you see this school too. 

I: Did to reach out and be. 

NB: To be yes yes but of course the Russell's continued David well 

and Jill. 

I: Well yes Jessop stayed in touch with him too yes . 

NB: And so on you know so it was go ahead that so the extra city 

confirming these supporting links but a . 

I: Yes sure. Yes I would say that is ah you know they have got 

until the grace o f God and I don't know why that is for 

discovery. 

NB : Yes and then to discover you know Harry had been there and 

what saved Harry well they let they made a technical mistake 

of letting anything friend to see him one day I mean he was 

living out of the sequence. 

I: Oh really. 

NB: Smoking and you know what I mean well keeping him there and 
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kind of course there is a no an opening well I am not sure if 

there is a I mean I think they are having a potential 

interest. 

I: Oh yes well he had agreed to give evidence clearly. 

NB: Yes and t h en ______ Ernie did any see him and ah as he 

told me because of when we were shipped back to Port Elizabeth 

from the cape we were to give a new outlook -------- and 

so you know we use to shout at night to each other down the 

curb ah I didn't see much you know after that but in that 

period you k now. 

I: Yes. 

NB: You know there was the clos est to him and then was and also 

flying back and t hey just told me if there is any coming in 

from wit h the outside world's perspect ive would glow in your 

face horror. 

I: Yes. 

NB: Pain the effect of him turning evidence which you ______ _ 

I: Evidence. 

NB: You know which suddenly things shifted I mean and he climbed 

out of the hole that is how I remembered it. 

I : Yes interesting. 

NB: Oh. 

I: Because he still feels very badly about the fact that he was 

even wil ling to - --- - -

NB: I often imagine. 
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I am in the 

union yes but I mean you know this is this is traumatic stuff 

the culture I mean when normally in life never tested oh in 

this kind of way I mean it is really pretty horrifying. 

NB: Yes. 

I: We have got a minute or two you have got to get going what 

about summarizing what are your what have you why are you 

views studying it later? Have you thought about that at all? 

Difficult. 

NB: When I was yes when I was doing the Victoria thing you know I 

mean when I it was forced to think again I mean I ended up 

being an anti-revolution I mean in the seventies '70s O.K. 

I: Yes. 

NB: In the sense that I would were if I thought that there was 

something you know which was able to harm the economy 

substantially and stuff and underground movements and I have 

known about it and I mean I would have and I don't know quite 

what I would have done but I mean in principle I wouldn't have 

had problems with the sealing selling them out. 

I: Yes. 

NB: In other words I by the mid-'70s I believed that the South 

African system was changing that you know the seat of 

adjustments will be it was very difficult to predict political 

outcome and I had no idea that the balance of power and forces 

was changing. 
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I: Changing. 

NB: And I was worried enough about the virility fertility you know 

of keeping the good majority that any serious threat of that 

kind of given since the century and so I ended up in an anti

revolution -------

!: Yes. 

NB: Anti- revolutionarypresumablyanti- establ ishrnentrevolutionary 

meaning violence, force you know and the rest of it. 

I: sure. 

NB: And defining the two __________ precisely ______ _ 

I: Yes. 

NB: I ended up in that position looking back there for I had been 

a fool you know but I never quite was able to judge myself 

that harshly I mean what I do think and I try to recruit 

Timmons Goodfellow and you know we say that it might work and 

meanwhile I have got much many children and 

I: Yes . Who was that? David 

NB: He was a senior electro and history in and arrived in Graham's 

Town in a kind of a right wing background as guest and Henry 

and a South African members 

I: Yes. 

NB : Very friendly and the actual experience of the English wife 

for a very reason of sympathetic lonely one and the experience 
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of Graham's Town poverty turned into a liberal kind of life 

and a over night a passionate man good organizer good mind I 

really looked up to him you know well you know I had alot of 

respect for her them now I think that I perhaps should have 

been able to be as skeptical as Graham was ab he didn't have 

principle for about it but apart from that I would have said 

that most of us who were in it ah were immigrants we were 

urban there was alot about South Africa we didn't know and we 

needed I mean the attempt had to be made the system had to be 

pushed we had in a sense to experiment on it . 

I: sure. 

NB: And I don't think you could have wished them off the 

possibilities of you know take Andrew and himself off all. 

I: Are getting the movement on that. 

NB: Yes would bring pressure to bear the which would be 

constructive in some long run when you couldn't write that off 

you know simply because which look at things and say obviously 

not and given where we had come from in a some assistant 

available was inevitable and that we will try ah if I have 

known enough economics I mean went 

I: I think that I had I know this is another reason about you 

know anything about I mean anything about myself I had almost 

no sense at that stage of social process social and political 

processes or and looking at them and saying well you know it 

starts here and I it will go there probably but maybe a maybe 
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intervene here you intervene there if you can I you know that 

whole religious background is really important and I was you 

know rather inclined to go for you know a permanently moral 

kind of stands plus the other business that I was looking for 

you know a dramatic kind of role and you know thing for my 

life to invest in it you know and so to some extent I suppose 

what I am doing is explaining or excusing myself and a I think 

there was very little ah doing you know before the medallion 

thing came along. 

I: Yes. 

NB: And the sixties '60s growth experience changed peoples' 

perceptions of about this in that late '50s early '60s there 

was that sense of the system which was a bad system in moral 

sense getting worse and more oppressive and who knew how bad 

it would get and so that you know you actually begin to look 

for the hidden theory and kind of not see parallels in saying 

there is a role for the pathetic no for you know and it goes 

back to the to the symbolic kind of saying no you know to 

something alone and I think at when I came in after that 

second version two or three and I argued to myself because 

rejection he couldn't even organize people that have a strike 

sort of boycott to stay away or something you know what was 

left here the system was getting rid of you know with these 

qualities and all the rest of it so that I had a and I think 

that that was quite a wide spread kind of a perception you know. 
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I: Sure. 

NB: And playing it at that point saying no so also I think they 

have come down 

I: Cuban and Algerian stuff and thinking he may be we are also 

you know changes and be in history and you know all the rest 

of it you know. 

NB: Yes. 

I: Significance for our lives and what and that was also there 

and at that other level given what I knew and I mean I think 

that's that was a defendable and defensable kind of reaction 

at that stage . Ah what I think it showed up was its 

limitations that many of us had coming from this narrow street 

that we did. Yes. 

NB: Of English speaking and urban often was immigrant backgrounds 

and so on you know who had as I came in you didn't have those 

big fists or those in fact those hands you know 

and those double locked doors you know that 

swamp as yes as I was inside it. Ah I mean that came the last 

from me the a lack of understanding about a power over loss 

you know that was here. 

I: Yes . 

NB: That I am and it had how would one know you know maybe wiser, 

older more experienced but coming from the way we did. 

I: The Africans knew it. 

NB: Yes. 
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I: We didn't. 

NB: Yes yes I think you are right and that is an important point 

in I arn missing but. 

I: No I think it confirms what you were saying really and there 

were some people who knew it and others didn't. 

NB: Yes. But you know that does not say very much I suppose but 

I mean that is about all the information that I can actually 

just squeeze out. 

I: No no it is why don't we just begin. Now this is the end of 

this tape. 
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