
---M~ al,~ - 1960 ---
.... "Chez Monty" is open and it's difficult to resist the delectable 

dishes - spaghetti bolognaisc, Suliman's Pilaf etc. etc. It's remarkable 
what he can do with a tin of bully beef.' 

'I've so far mentioned a few names. It is difficult to pick and choose 
from such a fine collection. But Monty I must mention. On a day you 
break a hunger strike a cook is more important than the politician. He is 
off to the kitchen. Nothing exotic at first. Just a bit of bread and jam ... 
Later Monty with his under-cooks is baking scones. He rolls with a milk 
bottle and shapes with a jam bottle.' 

Dut more than anything else Monty wanted to be a guerrilla com-) 
mander. It was his maverick conduct in pursuit of this ambition which 
later soured the close personal relationships between our two families 
which had its origins in the school friendship between Ruth and Monty's 
wife, Myrtle. When MK was formed Monty wasnot given a position onj 
its command structures and, together with some disenchanteoParty mem
bers anoradical liberals, he proceeaed to create his own 'army' - the 
African Resistance Movement. The ARM carried out a few sabot:ige ac
tions on 16 December 1961, the day when MK launched its own sabotage 
programme. 

From exile Monty tried to maintain his army and demonstrated his 
romantic sense of adventure and courage by returning clandestinely for a " 
short spell in the disguise of a priest; a disguise which must have fitted 
very well with his genial, relaxed and benign facial features. Soon afler 
my own exile began in London, Monty p_r~ that a ne\v joint com
mand be established between the ARM- and MK which, among other things, 
would have at its disposal a small ocean-going yacht acquired by the 
ARM. The ANC would have nothing to do with this offer. I don't know 
what happened to the boat but the ARM completely disappeared from the 
scene. Despite a political parting of the ways I retain a feeling of warmth 
for Monty, and understandably enough, his culinary contributions make 
him stand out as one of the most memorable of the diverse talents which 
the Special Dranch had brought together during the emergency. 

Archie Lewitton had a different talent, and his considerable chess skill 
was usefully deployed from the moment he joined us when he began to 
devote himself to the organisation of a continual round of chess competi
tions. 

In the 1940s Archie had abandoned his profession as a pharmacist to 
become a full-time Party worker, first in the Johannesburg district office 
and later in Cape Town as an elected member of the Central Executive 
Committee. Ruth could have had no difficulty in identifying him in the 
following passage in one of my censored letters. 
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