
Continuation of Discussion with MyrtlefMEB] and Monty Berman[MYB], March 1998, Cape 
Towrr--
[lnterviewer Magnus Gunther]. 

MG: There was one other person called Sam Goldwyn who was involved with your group? No? 
Sam Goldstein? That was another name I came across associated with your group. 

MYB: No. Doesn't ring a bell. [Tape unclear]. 

MG: Basil Steyn was another one. 

MEB: Yes, Basil was. 

MG: How about Vaughn Stone? He was supposed to be a pilot. 

MYB: [Tape very indistinct]. Wasn't he a friend of Cox? 

MG: I was wondering if anybody kept in touch with him? 

MYB: No, He disappeared from the scene. He had this crazy idea that on the Day of the 
Republic he would fly low over the military display and dish out leaflets from the air. l managed 
to stop that. 

[Interviewer tells the story of Vaughan Stone supporting the Liberal Party during the 1958 
general election in South Africa and appearing at a meeting in the African Township of 
Alexandra in the northern part of Johannesburg. At one point a member of the audience asked 
how the Liberal Party would liberate the Africans and Stone's reply was [stretching out his arms 
in the fonn of a cross] "You wi ll be liberated by the blood of Jesus Christ". Stone was a fervent 
Anglican.] 

MG: So he disappeared? I heard that Lang had actually bought a plane. 

MYB: Yes, he did. With money from Ghana. 

MG: What happened to the plane. 

MEB: 1t was sold. 

MG: So the plane was sold. I understand that there were number of trips made? I understand 
Stone was the one who took Resha out? 

MYB: No, I did that. 

MES: B,ut he was the pilot? 



MYB: No. 

MEB: Oh, you got a commercial pilot? 

MYB: 1 flew Resha out dressed as a priest of the Community of the Resurrection. That was 
Roger.. .. [Tape unclear]. 

MG: Didn't you meet someone from the community there? 

MYB: Yes, l talked as ifl knew everything about the. ... Thank God l knew something about the 
Community of the Resurrection otherwise l would have been stymied. 

MG: At least you knew how to make the Sign of the Cross. 

MEB: But you were a bit vague when you were on some questions. 

MYB: Yes, you can imagine, suddenly l got questions about the diocese. For a Jewish boy .... 

MG: My next question is about linkages. Monty you established linkage with Lang -- a close 
friendship as I understand it -- in prison. And Lang says he is interested in what you are talking 
about but he doesn't know how to do it? 

MYB: No, Lang was the world unto his own. He had made contact with Ghana. He was one of 
the people on Freedom Radio. 

MG: That was a group of people who knew that he .... [Tape unclear]. 

MYB: They were all liberals. 

MEB: He had contact with an English QC. who was an adviser to Nkrumah. 

MG: Bing. 

MYB: Bing arranged for Nkrumah to give Lang a large sum of money. 

MG: But this is after you talk in prison? 

MEB and MYB: Yes. 

MG: But in prison he doesn't say, "I'll support you"? He just says I'm interested? 

MYB: No. He says more than that. In effect he says he is prepared to assist in anything we get 
up to. 

MG: Did he said he would bring people in, I like the Freedom Radio or the Natal 



Agriculturalists? 

MYB: No, we didn't discuss people with him because at that stage with Mike Mueller who didn't 
like John, did not trust him and didn't want to have anything to do with liberals. The agreement 
was I would keep in contact with John and became quite friendly with him. We then had this 
serious problem [Tape unclear] when we got to London we had this terrible situation with the 
boat. He had the boat there. He took me out on the Southampton Sounds to show meet the boat 
which was really a very powerful one. 

MG: A torpedo boat? 

MYB: That's right. [Tape unclear]. He had a crazy scheme about getting back to South Africa 
and dropping people and guns and God knows what else. Puerile. Finally, John sold it and 
never disclosed exactly what he got. 

MEB: Or the money. He was very difficult to tum down. He also came into the company in 
which I was working. 1 brought him in. I introduced him. 

MG: That was Maxwell Stamp? The minerals Co.? 

[MEB then discusses Maxwell Stamp and mentions that through this contact Lang was able to 
establish itself in the minerals business in East Africa]. 

MEB: Who brought in Cox? 

MYB: Lang brought in Cox. 

MG: Cox is basically Cox and Yousef Omar? 

MEB: Yes. 

MG: How does Hirson get involved. 

MYB: When I came back to South Africa, undercover, in 1962 and went to the famous meeting, 
I met Randolph Vigne for the first time and there was Baruch Hirson speaking out. 

MEB: Monty and I have different memories of this because l was friendly with Baruch. I was 
friendly with Baruch at the University -- we always had long political discussions. 1 knew he 
had formed a little group -- a socialist group before we left. 

MG: The Socialist League. 

MEB: l already knew that there were moves afford to get together between the NCL and his 
Socialist League. 



MYB: I took her to meet the Prince. 

MEB: ln the Northern Transvaal. 

MG: The Prince in Sekkukuni land? 

MYB: No. He was from Pondoland. He was an exile. He had been exiled to the Transvaal. 

MG: So he went up to Petersburg for whatever? 

MYB: It was way beyond Petersburg. 

MEB: Oh! That's right. Didn't you bring him back? 

MYB: No. l went and interviewed him. He refused to move. 

MG: So she was doing a New Age story? 

MYB: Yes. 

MG: Well, I've covered the Sekukuniland question. I have another question about your 
relationship with the Communist Party. It and earlier interview you said you left the Party or 
cell but you said to the party, "We still... . We don't want to be excluded. We are still going to be 
working for the ANC and you guys". You made that point very strongly. You said that to Sisulu 
and Slovo. It interested me -- why Sisulu and Slovo? Where they the more flexible members of 
the party? The more open-minded? 

MYB: Yes. 

MEB: Also we had a close relationship with both of them. Joe was our "handler" at one stage. 
Bram, Molly and Joe -- those were the four people [sic] in our cell. Joe was powerful. I think I 
came up with that strategy. Because when people were dropped from the Party they annihilated 
them -- Monty and I [sic]. I said to Monty we just can't let this happened to us. Why don't you 
[sic] go and confront them. And we did this. Sisu]u was always the person we worked with. 

MG: So there was a long working acquaintance which had not been damaged by this? So they 
were still willing and open about talking to you? 

MEB: Yes. 

MG: So they were not particularly dogmatic about this either? 

MYB: Joe mentions it in the book of the [i.e. the Slovo autobiography]. He thought that I was a 
romantic underground worker. He could not work with me but he was very fond of me. 



MG: And you would have known that from talking to Baruch? 

MEB: Yes. 

MYB: You didn't tell me. 

MEB: 1 think I did. [Laughter]. 

MYB: All I can tell you is that I got back to South Africa and there was Baruch Hirson and I was 
freaked out. 

MEB: I can't imagine him [Tape unclear] at that meeting. The fact is I knew that this group 
was .... 

Tape Counter 116. 

MYB: I stayed with Rhoda Prager in Johannesburg and there was no mention of Baruch at all -
no mention of all. 

MG: In 62 when you came back? 

MYB: Yes. 

MEB: Maybe she was being discrete about who was involved .... 

MYB: But when I got to the meeting there was this chap. I said to Vigne don't use him. First 
of all, he's not physically well enough to be used and .... [Tape unclear] if he went on one of the 
actions. 

MG: Then I presume that also the connection with the liberals -- Johannesburg and Cape Town 
-- would have been through Lang? 

MEB: Through Randolph. 

MG: But how did Randolph hear about it originally? It must have been Lang because they knew 
each other in their schooldays is well. There were family connections. 

MYB: l don't know. 

MEB: Through John. They were quite close. 1 also assumed it was through John .... [Tape 
unclear]. 

MG: You have been very patient -- thank you very much. You took Ruth First to what was then 
Basutoland? Why did she go at the time.? 



MG: Colin Legum is reading Gillian Slovo's book and says he can't put it down. 

MEB: I found it moving too. 

MYB: Slovo really took a dislike to Colin. In his book yes. 

MG: Was that because he was Labor or something he said? 

MYB: Colin was anti-Communist. 

MEB: Viciously, violently anti-Communist -- still is. 

MG: Moving on -- l want to take up as little of your time as possible. When moving people -
refugees -was there a particular person in the ANC, you worked with, Sisulu or Resha or was it 
just a number [i.e. phone] and they would contact you and they would say, "Listen .... "? There 
wasn't a Minister of Moving was there? 


