
And Chapter 2 What Did They Think There Were Doing? 

Obviously, the motives that brought this diffuse and highly variegated group together with unique 
and diverse. However, there were number of common threads as to what they hoped to do. 
Many were simply activists and did not give a great deal of thought to intermediate or final goals. 
But the senior members did give a good deal of thought to what they hoped to achieve. 

Randolph Vigne had a very definite notion of what he thought was needed, although not 
everyone agreed with him. In our interview, he emphasized that most major African political 
organizations, the ANC and the PAC were , and his words, "closed shops". This was even more 
so of Umkonto we Sizwe and Poqo after they were formed. There was no place for members of 
the Liberal Party, ex Communist Party members, Trotskyites, ANC and PAC dissidents. They 
had no locus of struggle. If they were discontented with the two leading organizations they were 
in effect left out in the cold. 

However, the discontent was not based only on their isolation. Vigne had long been involved in 
the struggle at knew something of the inner workings, organizational strengths and weaknesses, 
and capacities of the leadership of both the ANC, the COD, and the PAC. On the basis of these 
experiences he was one of those, " .... Who were dissatisfied with the way they were run, the 
way the politicians decided ... called the shots while the cannon fodder went to the wall". People 
like Vigne were appalled by the inefficiency and [and later on] the lack of [military] training 
within the traditional organizations. There was some hope that after the so-called Emergency 
there might be a uniting of the much diminished leadership as well as rank-and-file of all the anti
apartheid organizations. The stories coming from those who had been imprisoned were that, 
"You must unite". But are what basis was to be there to be unity? While some of the ex 
Communists as such as the Bermans still had close and cooperative relations with former 
comrades as such as Joe Slovo and Walters Sisulu even they were regarded with suspicion by 
most of the other members of COD. For the rest, even where individual members of the Liberal 
Party cooperated well with COD such as it did in Durban, the chances of unity was zero. As for 
the Trotskyites their distrust of the Stalinists who they saw as dominating COD -- was even 
greater than that of the liberals. Lastly, the Africans who are broken away from the ANC before 
the African Freedom Movement where obviously not about to rejoin a movement that they 
regarded as having sold out. 

So those in the NCL who felt like Vigne believed that a new organization had to be formed which 
might become the umbrella under which, hopefully, unity between all the anti-apartheid 
organizations might be achieved. For such an organization to come even close to achieving 
such a utopian aim it would have to be open to all political tendencies and it would have to "win 
its spurs", as Vigne put it, by achieving good solid results. To achieve this feeling was that what 
was needed was "a highly professional, skilled sabotage group that could be successful and 
become known as such, even totally mysteriously". By the power of its results this, initially 
unknown and mysterious organization, would gain some political "authority" and "ultimately" for 
my united organization. 

There seemed to be very little dispute about the issue of contacts and linkages with the ANC and 
the PAC. No one, he says particularly wanted to join the ANC or the PAC. [This was of course 
fess true of some of the Cape Town members who were drawn to the Communist Party through 
COD]. He says, that they hoped at that time that "some sort of sensible leadership" [i.e. among 
the African organizations] might still develop and the NCL through the strength of its actions 
"could bring them together" [Vigne 2 page 3] 

This did however raise the question of whether the NCL should have a program or manifesto. 
The Pragers used to maintain that".... Unless we have some absolutely clear-cut socialist basis 
we were just going to be walking around in circles " 



There was also some discussion of the need for a mass base. Here what happened in our 
cheerier and Cuba the time provided the model. The standard practice was becoming one in 
which the military liberation forces were protected by a public front organization which group 
sympathizes and became the mouthpiece for the fighters. Hence the name, National Committee 
Liberation, was supposed to be the [coordinating] Committee for the mass organization, namely, 
African Freedom Movement. 
As Vigne frankly admits, the NCL was going backwards here. Whereas Umkonto we Sizwe grew 
out of the ANC, the NCL mass base i.e. the African Freedom Movement was to be created from 
the top down but would include "incorporate" both the ANC and the PAC. [Vigne 2 page 4) 

The Transkei, seemed at the time, to be fertile ground. The liberal Party was very active, 
especially in West Pondoland, supporting Chief Sabata, the Tembu Paramount Chief in his 
opposition to the creation of new Bantu Authorities. His task was also to help as a coordinator of 
the various tribal groups. Vigne was spending weeks of the time in the Transkei and developing 
extensive contacts. In this he was playing a dual role. On the one hand carrying out and to 
Bantu Authorities activities and on the other hand he was identifying people who might be 
possible candidates for the NCL. Moreover, these contacts might in the long run also benefit the 
hoped-for mass organization i.e. the AFM. No NCL cell was in fact ever formed in the Transkei. 
There was some irony in this as Vigne notes; 

"Look, what they all bloody well wanted in the Transkei was guns. You'd go 
to these big secret meetings at night. You do all your political flimflam. 
Then some old gray beard would say, "or you going to give us guns". 
You tell them, "I'm terribly sorry"". [Vigne 2 page 6]. 

Thus at the first meeting of the post Berman NCL the mishmash of political ideological views was 
not surprising. According to all accounts the ex Communists, Trotskyites, Liberal Party and anti 
ANC people mixed surprisingly well. Vigne agreed that they trusted one another because of 
word-of-mouth. " ..... All stood by each other .. There was nobody we distrusted there and that 
proved to be all right". This diversity of political views was also why that first meeting at Alec 
Cox's house made no attempt at all to develop any kind of common program. The sense was 
that, again as Vigne put it, ''we had to get an organization going. I think what united us was that 
we were all out in the cold. You know we were all outside the ranks of the ANC and the PAC and 
didn't feel we could rely on either of them. The Liberal Party was quietly dying death ...... the 
possibility of the Liberal Party ever getting anywhere was not considered seriously at that stage". 

There was, however, discussion of the form of violence that was to be used. Most members of 
the Liberal Party accepted the partyline, strongly articulated and supported by Alan Paton, 
against any form of violence, whether against property and certainly not against people. It was 
agreed that sabotage to only be carried out against state property after minute preparations to 
ensure that no harm came to people. 

The issue of whether the organization should go public remained contentious one. Vigne was a 
spokesman for those are believed that the organization should remain "totally unknown until we 
really felt we .... were ready to make a .... big hit". There long discussions on this matter. Some 
arguing that at least some sort of decal [such is that used by the CND - Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament] should be left behind after actions. Vigne thought this was silly. He still believed 
that was essential for the organization to build itself up until it could do something major that 
would allow it to "crash through". However, most members are currently agreed with him. He 
maintained, " ... we are so the training stage, we are still finding our way. We mustn't announce 
our existence until we've really got something we've pulled off at we've learned how to do it". 
[Vigne 2 page 3] he added that of course the organization had been "cracked" before they got to 
that stage. Until such time no announcement should be made. 



Chapter 3 How They Escaped or Didn't 

At the time of the rest in Cape Town Vigne had been traveling to Port Elizabeth to take his wife 
to spend time to convalescing from an illness with his parents. In fact, Leftwich had promised to 
drive Gillian Vigne to Port Elizabeth but at the last minute backed out much to the chagrin of 
Randolph. Ironically, at Leftwich gone to Port Elizabeth has promised, he might not a been 
raided and the whole awful saga of the so-called July raids might not have occurred. 
On Sunday July 5th [check this] Vigne had gone to the airport to pick up a relative and to his 
horror story in the Stop Press section of the Johannesburg Sunday Times that Leftwich had been 
arrested. No one knew whether Leftwich had talked. No one really believed that Leftwich would 
break. " .. .. You know, if we had a vote, on who was the man, the most steely, the most perfect 
for this role, Leftwich would have had everybody's vote(Vignep9) 
The very next morning, early, Vigne went to his wife, told her that he was off and warned her that 
"something is going to change our lives a bit but don't worry, I'll be all right". He could not 
remember his actual words but they were to this effect. He had met Norman Bromberger and to 
travel to Cape Town together discussing what they should do. It was a depressing and anxious 
trip. New arrests were being announced and decisions had to be made which would last a 
lifetime,. In Cape Town Vigne was at sixes and sevens. He stayed in a different place every 
night but found that finding people who would hide him was extraordinary difficult. 
Finally, he decided that he would simply try and get onto the weekly mailboat, one of the union 
castle line boats that plied between Southampton Cape Town. Like clockwork it left 3 PM every 
Thursday afternoon. It was a huge ship and was always possible to find a birth. This time 
however, ironically enough it was fully booked by a group of white ex servicemen known as the 
MOTHS -- the Modern Order of Tin Hats. Not a berth was to be found a minor group who would 
have provided a perfect 
escape cover for someone who had no passport. 

In desperation and new strategy was tried. James Curry the publisher, a good friend of Vigne's, 
but not a member of the organization, found a Norwegian boat which was on its way to Canada 
and which would carry 12 passengers. Curry went to buy a ticket in his own name, using his 
passport, tax returns and other documents which required in those days to purchase a ticket to 
go abroad. For some reason he aroused the suspicion of the official who was serving him. This 
was to lead to an hilarious but very dangerous incident. The boat was leaving the same day and 
Vigne together with Curry and two other friends boarded the ship. Vigne had no passport since it 
had been taken away and he was not quite sure how to deal with customs and immigration when 
they arrived. Some how they were hoping to get away with showing the passport of one of the 
four obviating the need for Randolph to show one -- he and the meantime posing as a friend 
saying farewell. This was their most tense experience. However, surprisingly, no one from 
customs and immigration came. However, when all the nonpassenger's were ordered off and 
Curry joined them on the gangplank who should he see but the official who had earlier sold him 
the ticket in his own name and had some how they come suspicious of him. Curry decided it was 
time for action. He ran back up the gangplank, onto the boat at up to the bow. From there he 
flung himself onto one of the huge rubber tires that are used as buffers between the boat and the 
dock. Unfortunately, he did not land well and almost tumbled into the sea, barely hanging onto 
the tire, somewhat battered and bruised he still managed to scramble up on the dock where one 
of the friends, a woman helped him clamber up. The problems were still not over. Their car was 
parked some distance away and they might still have been challenged by the authorities. Luckily 
a harbor bus came by a just that moment and the two jumped on and were able to leave a harbor 
unchallenged. Meanwhile, on the boat the captain crew and the passengers where thought that 
Curry's antics was simply a highjincks of inebriated friends seeing off a passenger. No one paid 
any attention to Vigne. The ship sailed and the next day Vigne revealed himself to the captain. 

Alec Cox was arrested on July 1964. He was so brutally treated. Made to stand for hours 
~ food or drink, in fact longer than any of the others who faced the same torture. But he 



was very strong, a former Oxford rugby blue and he did not break , initially. That while being 
moved from one part of the jail to another he ".... saw a human wreck before his eyes -- a black 
man who had been beaten to a pulp. This chap looked at him and said, "Hello Charlie" ." [Vigne 
2 Page 13).0nce thus identified he realized that the game was up and he did make a statement 
admitting as little as possible. Because he was a British citizen and with the help of 
extraordinary international campaign he was suddenly released - having made statement. 
There is totally surprised, however, when the British consul subtly appeared outside his cell, said 
brusquely," Come with me" took him to the British Consulate and then straight onto Jan Smuts 
airport for the night flight to England. As he went across to check in a loudspeaker suddenly 
boomed, "Mr. Alexander Cox please". He thought, "God this is it" -- the sadistic police were not 
going to let him go after all. But it was only a journalist hoping to interview him who had heard 
that he had been released.(Source is Vigne 2 page13) 



Chapter 4 How the Organization Functioned. 

Curiously, the National Committee which one would have thought was mainly concerned with 
strategic rather tactical matters was in fact mostly preoccupied with matters of logistics at 
organization. There were not that many national committee meetings during this period. One in 
Cape Town two in Johannesburg, perhaps one more in Cape Town. But the issues discussed 
the mainly funds, training and targets, recruiting less so because it was a concern about 
recruiting too fast and not being ready to handle the influx. The discussion of targets was quite 
detailed, what sorts, the sequence of the timing. But above all the problem of money. 

Oddly, the NCL did have, at least potentially, access to huge sums of money. However, only a 
trickle ever reached South Africa. This is the story of John Lang which will be dealt with later. 
For the rest the organization was notably unsuccessful in its appeals to the Swedes and the 
Americans. Funding depended on the monthly contributions of the members and what amounts 
received from one or two sympathizes outside South Africa. For example, someone in the north 
of England sent 25 pounds a month. 


