
Questions ... 

ARM ... 
What made ARM a significant organisation and did it have the potential to continue, with clear long -
term policies? 

The National Committee for Liberation (ARM was a last-minute change of name, shortly before the end) 
was the only underground or<Jlll)ization that was not controUed by the Communist Party nor consisting 
exclusively of African nationalists (though Poqo could scarcely be called an organization) dedicated to the 
overthrow of the white supremacist regime in South Africa. Its planned growth through training and 
experience was halted by the collapse of the .Mkhonto weS.izwe after the Ri11·onia arrests, which left the 
NCIJ ARM exposed as the only group attacking the apartheid state with force. Given more time, and the 
survival ofMkhonto internally, it could have played a vital role in organizing a united front, underground, 
against the state. 

How do you justify your involvement in ARM, particularly as it was a movement supporting violence? 

It was not a 'movement' and its aim was to use force to overthrow aparthejd, since all overt political means 
had been reodered impossible by repressive government action_ 

Where did you see yow-selves, or do you now ""-ith hindsight, as a primanly white liberal movement in the 
bigger picture of the anti-apartheid movement? 

See above. And bear in mind that it had a significant black membership, and white socilaosts (ex
communistd) in its leadership. 

Why did you join the anti-apartheid movement and what do you think prevented more whites from 
doing 5-0? 

I was one of the minority of white citizens wholly opposed to white racial supremacy and the ' apartheid' 
policy of the Afrikaner Nationalists. PeopJe like me worked through political parties, such as the Liberal 
Party, until it became clear that the road to change would not come through the whites-only ballot box. The 
majority of whites. through self-interest, fear, inertia, educational brain-washing and a mixture of these, not 
only failed to oppose the system but came to support it in increasing numbers. l 961, the yeac the NCL was 
launched, was also the first year in which elections showed that a majority of whites supported the Afrikaner 
Nationalists, up till then kept in power by a minority.of white voters. The situation ·was getting worse, not 
better, and constitutional change by parJjamentary means had become a virtual impossibility. 

What is your opinion on Richard Turner' s view that students could be potent political players but that 
their activism had to be informed by theories of social change tar more radical than those of the average 
South African liberal? 

Turner was not my generation. The only ' theories of social change' around in South. Afiica in my time were 
varieties of StaJinism and T rotskyism. The activist liberals of my time wece radicals, many of them social 
democrats, and unencumbered by the baggage of the now largely discredited political theorizing that 
followed. 

What are your thoughts on the Black Consciousness movement? 

l was closely involved with the idealist element in the PAC and round little in Black Consciousness that was 
not their daily fare. Of course. f approved of the general idea that black self-esteem must be heightened if 
. white supremacy were to be overthrown. 

Could liberation only really be achieved by the blacks themselves? 

ft was not achieved by the blacks by themselves. 



Do you think the actions and attitudes oftbe white liberals and students in the late 1950s and early 
l 960s were distinct compared with those expressed in the preceding and follo"ing decades? 

Certainly an advance on earlier attitudes, when there was still hope for constitutional change. Not very 
difterent from what followed, though the circumstances changed greatly ( especially with the huge growth of 
anti-apartheid feeling and action worldwide in the 1970s and onwards.) 

What are your views on sabotage as a fonn of resistance? 

Our commitment to sabotage to property without loss of life may seem quixotic today. l saw it as a viable 
means to mobilizing opposition from the demoralized bJack population and awakening the whites to what 
might lie ahead without change. 

How significant a figure was Leftwich to the strug__~e or does he only become significant through his 
damaging actions? 

He was a good and admired leader, of students and then as an organizer in the NCLJ ARM. His fall knocked 
out any chance of the ARM's survival, as he not only betrayed his comrades to the Security Police but also 
gave evidence against them in their trials and so ensured their imprisonment. Hundreds of others did the 
same in ANC and PAC trials - though usually after torture Leftwich did not sufter - but Leftwich's 
significance was symbolic. Was this the best white liberaJs could do? His disgrace was mitigated for us, 
however, by the sacrifices of those who went to gaol, and, paradoxically as he was acting on his own and in 
defance of the ARM code by John Harris, who gave his life. 


