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• 
22nd April , 1988 . 

Mr. P. Brown 

Dear Peter , 

I have been thinking of you s ince Alan died and wonder if you 
would like to publish t his tributeJ which Gerald Gordon has writ ten for t he 
Civi l rl.ights League, in REALITY . I wil l a l so enclose a copy of the speech 
whi ch Eddie Daniels delivered . He spoke with gr eat vigour and his usua l 
co ~bination of mili tancy and generosity of spirit . I don ' t know what either 
the Ca thedral or David Philip intend doing with the addresses delivered at 
yesterday 1 s service i n St . George ' s Cathedral . Eddie's is t he on ly one I am 
sending to you . Gera l d ' s was not used in the Cathedral , but has gone to Anne P. 
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I asked t he Dean if I coul d have a copy of his addr ess - it was 
si~ply splendid, as you can imagine - and he agreed, but I have to pursue this . 
Helen Suzman , David Jelsh and David Phi l ip also spoke on different aspects of 
Paton 's l ife and writings, and all (of course) did so excellently. ~ddie was 
t he other speaker. Gerald uordon and Eul alie Stott read passages from Al an's 
writings. Abner Mt shizana from SAIRR and John Ramsdale from t he Diocesan 
Office staff read passage s from the scriptures . The organist , Barry Smith, 
played the Kontakion, it was not su..11.g , just a thin , silvery stream of pure 
sad music filled the Cathedral. It seemed just right . l 

Because of my back I ,.Jas t ransported by dun ty Aitchison, and we 
a l so took Jane Penny and Syl via Booi (Collingwood 1s ex- ) who i ~sisted on t he 
' phone that she was getting away f r om her job at Groote Schuur Hospi t al to 
go to t he Cathedral , come what may . She was thr illed by the service sak siae 
a s we were by seeing so many old fami l iar faces . I was asked to si t near t he 
front and r ead a passage in the event that Eul a lie didrrlt arri ve in time (her 
plane from EL had been de l ayed) but she did come in good time and I relaxed . 
Eglin and .,alter St anford were sitting behind me . Hr . Mtshi zana looked around 
and said the maL~ body of the Cathedra l was pretty f ull , but not the sides . (I 
am unable to turn ~y head - well not easily) . 

On the Thursday befor e Easter weekend, David Philip phoned me and 
told me in confidence that Alan wa s going to have the operation on his t hroat. 
I had recent l y been wr i ting to him, and he enquired about Maggie and Oscar, and 
I passed littles messages between them of love and enquiries re their health . 
So I was pleased to see that Oscar attended the service - 3ridget Scoble drove 
him in . He has had a hi p opera t i on a l so a pr ostate gl and op., and is l ooking 
old and pale , but the s park is still very much there when one speaks to hi~. 
Maggie , I ' m afraid , has l os t her short- term memor y - when I phone her, she has 
for gotten that I phoned previously, and she obviously did not know Alan had died 
when I rang t o j us t t entative l y sound her out in case she might want to go to the 
service - so I didn ' t even mention hi s deat h . But I ' ve omitted to say that I did 
phone Alan on ~aster Saturday morning and wished him a happy Easter and asked how 
he was . He said gruffl y "Oh, I ' :n in t r ouble agai n . 11 Then there was an awkward 
silence , so I covered by telling him quickly that Oscar was ge tting on well , and 
he sent his regards to hi m and hi s l ove to Maggie, and he asked about Har ry too . 
~o t hen I j ust said Goodbye and he t hanked me and said Goodbye. ~e will never 
forge t him. 

Are you coming down for the book l aun ch on 29th?- if so I hope to 

"'i th love, 

tJy 
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