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The Rt Hon Dr Rajiv Gandhi 
Prime Minister of India 
Rajbhavan 
New Oehli 
INDIA 

Honourable Sir. 

PARUA.\\ENT OF THE REPVBUC 
OF SOL'TH AFRICA 

P.O. Box 4862 
DURBAN 4000 

August 28th. 1986 

1. Hy father was an Indian and I am a South African . I am a Member 
of Parliament of the Republic of South Africa. having been elected 
thereto by free and fair vote in democratic elections albeit that 
many persons who believed that the structure ·of this Parliament is 
defective declined to take part in the elections. The fact 
remains however. that there was nothing to prevent them from 
voting for candidates or being elected to this Parliament. Some 
who oppose peaceful reform because that is unhelpful to their 
cause of violent revolution. coerced and intimidated others into 
boycotting the elections. 

2. I myself am not satisfied with the said structures . 

3. However. I and others in 1983 had to make a crucial decision 
whether to opt irrevocably for armed violent revolution with all 
the murders and rape and arson and destruction that course 
inevitably entails,or to follow the less dramatic path of peaceful 
non-violent reform. Mahatma Gandhi insisted upon winning one's 
enemy over with Love. That is an ideal difficult of attairvnent. 
But there is no reason why the path of peaceful reform has to be 
ignored more especially when at long last that way offers a 
practical and feasible opportunity. 

4. But of course just like with the Sikh extremists in India and the 
radical Convnunists elsewhere. the spirit of violent revolution, 
fed by the nihilism of Marcuse, refuses to follow the path of 
peace. 

5. tJnhappily, your great country (my father's country) the land of 
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Maha Vi r. and of Krishna, and of Gautam the Buddha and of 
Mahatma Gandhi, prefers violence in South Africa ! This is 
ironical for. after all. it was here in South Africa that the Jain 
philosophy of ahimsa and the Christian Sermon on the Mount were 
perfected by Mahatma Gandhi into the powerful moral weapon of. 
satyagraha. 

6. Violence begets violence as is evidenced in so many parts of the 
world --- in South Africa just as tragically as it occurs in Sri. 
Lanka, in Pakistan, in India itself, in Palestine, in Ulster and 
in so many other parts of the world. In the Soviet Union, there 
is no dissent at all. because any deviation towards democracy is 
brutally suppressed. 

7. I am as totally opposed to discrimination based on skin colour or 
race as I am opposed to discrimination based on 1 anguage, race, 
caste or religion. The caste system of my own ancestors was .... 
infinitely more horrible and degradingly inhuman than anything 
contained in the policy of apartheid of which I am a strong 
opponent. 

8. You know, Sir, for your illustrious grand-father, the late 
Jawaharlal .Hehru alluded to it more than once, and Prof G. S. 
Ghurye of the University of Bombay explains this fully in his book 
"Race Caste and Colour in India". that the evil caste system 
originated in a s i mple colour bar after the white-skinned Aryans 
conquered the dark-skinned Dravidians of India centuries ago. We 
al_l know that nothing that successive White governments in South 
Africa initiated in thefr much-abhorred policy of apartheid had 
not been thought of and practised in India. These were put into 
legal form with clear-cut sanctions and codified in the Manu 
Smriti, the laws of Manu. Indeed I have told thousands of Whites 
at ntnerous meetings that, left unchanged, the policy of apartheid 
would as surely degrade and de-humanise South Africa as the caste 
system degraded and de-humanised India. 

9. I have from the age of 14 hated the caste system as much as I hate 
apartheid. Yet, Sir. to my great sorrow both -my parents (my 
father an Indian born in India) subscribed implicitly to the caste 
system. They would oblige us to prostrate ourselves in humility 
before the Bratwnins no matter how young. but would behave with 
cruel arrogance towards persons of our own race and col our and 
1 anguage and religious groups but who my parents believed ( they 
knew, they said) were of a lower caste . They took their 
prejudices with them into their respective funeral pyres . I hated 
my parents' prejudices. But --- and not only because of the 
doctrine of mata pita guru deva --- my filial affection for them 
supervened. My mother, Mr Prime Minister. was (in my view) the 
best person who ever walked this earth. but her prejudices only 
died with her. ·· 
. 

10. We in South Africa are engaged in the tremendous, often daunting 
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task of socially re-engineering a whole nation. The evil • practices and exploitative practices of the past must give way to 
a society in which there must be equality of opportunity fQr all, 
regardless of race, colour, caste or religion . This is not easy, 
for prejudices based on ignorance and fear ·coupled with lingering 
reluctance to change perv~ a sig1ifiarit mioority of ttE ltlit.es in Sruth 
Africa. Yet the Governnent under President P.W. Botha has made 
substantial strides in recent years . Afrikaner theologians and 
Afrikaner intellectuals saw the need for reform mainly for 
religious and philosophical reasons of justice and equity and they 
have influenced their politicians. In fact, in recent. years 70% 
of the apartheid system has been abolished. We will not be happy 
until it is 1001 gone --- as it will . 

11. There are two options to those who want to bring about the 
nece ssary changes: .. 
a) The one way is that of violence --- to murder and maim, to 

k i 11 and to rape and damage and to destroy al 1 in the name of 
freedom. That is the method · employed by Russia and its 
supporters. 

b) The other way is that of peaceful progress, to persuade and to 
pressurise both through political persuasion and economic 
pressure, to convince and even to coerce in a non-violent way. 
That · is the Indian way, along the trail blazed by Mahatma 
Gandhi and Martin Luther King. This campaign is in fact 
producing success, and it will surprise no one that the very 
fact of tha~ success spurs us on to making our demands for the 
complete abolition of apartheid more clamorous. It is only 
when, on a long and weary journey, that one approaches the 
destination that one's steps receive further impetus. The 
goal of a truly non-racial society is not yet around the 
corner but we feel it in our bones that it is just over the 
next hill. 

12. The very probability of real reform in this country on the other 
hand --stimulates the violent revolutionaries to greater activity. 
They do not want peaceful progress to pre-empt revolutionary 
violence. Indeed the real issue in South Africa in the next few 
years is not whether apartheid will be dismantled but whether 
there wi 11 be a multiracial democratic government brought about 
peacefully; or a revolutionary soviet-style government brought 
about violently. 

13. At this time, Sir, you seek to impose sanctions against S.A. and 
to isolate my country socially. economically and culturally. 
Which is precisely what the protagonists of violence want. 

14. Would it have b~en right Mr Prime Minister if. during the time 
when your's (and. my father's) country was oppressed and exploited 
by the British and sullied by the caste system, the outside world 
isolated India similarly? 

15. / ... 
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15. You and your Government recently took a decision which by 
arbitrarily "banning• me (and my parliamentary colleagues) from 
visiting India deny me not only freedoa of movement but freedom of 
religious worship. both fundamental h1111an rights enshrined in the 
UN Charter to which India claims to subscribe. You see Sir. the 
great Madurai Meenakshi Temple ts one of my ancestral places of 
worship and ■Y family and I have · made periodic religious 
pilgrimages to that great temple as ..ell as to Chidambaram where 
1 ies the temple housing the head of ■y family gotram. My family 
have also at their own cost erected a temple in my father's 
ancestral village. You Sir. have decided to interfere with my 
religious right to make pilgrimage to ~nd to worship at those holy 
shrines. 

16. The object of this letter. Mr Prime Minister. is to acquaint you 
with facts you may not have considered fo the hope that more 
reasonable counsels may prevail. 

17. I am however not unmindful of the reality that India. like many 
other nations. may - be acting in self-interest in international 
relations. Apart from your role in the Conmonwealth and in the 
group of non-aligned nations and in the Afro-Asian comity. there 
is the question of India's increasing trade with African 
countries. And that if the South African trade with those 
countries is eliminated. greater opportunities will arise for 
India. Also. that despite the fact when China attacked India all 
the Afro Asian bloc except Egypt carefully looked the other way. 
India nevertheless desires to retain and obtain influence with 
African and Arab countries. Also that India is today militarily 
speaking the premier Littoral Power in the Indian Ocean. And that 
in the long term despite Australia's influence and the 
American/Russian competitiveness for seapower domination. India 
needs the friendship and if possible the favour of the African 
states in the region . 

18. You obviously do what you perceive to be in India's best 
interests while putting on a grave face of humanistic benevolent 

concern . But does that justify your support for the nurder and 
mayhem that violence necessarily involves? Does that. Sir. 
justify your depriving me of the right to worship on periodic 
pilgrimage at the shrines of my ancestors! 

With all good wishes to you and to all my father's people . 

I am 

MP~ Reservoir Hills 



Your Grace, 

PARLIAMENT OF THE REPCBLIC 
OF SOUTH AFRIC.-\ 

P.O. Box 4862 
DURBAN 4000 

October 2nd, 1986 

The Church is obviously in a dilerrma. "Liberation Theology" or "the 
resort to arms in a just cause" obviously cannot find support in 
Ulster and in Afghanistan or for that matter in Angola or in Chile 
but be rejected in South Africa. But then what about the Basques? 
What about the oppressed minorities in Sri Lanka, Burma, Malaysia, 
Pakistan and elsewhere? 

Was the wholesale massacre of British men, women and children that 
followed the "just war" of liberation in India during 1857 
justified? Did not Mahatma Gandhi, when at Chauri Chaura, an 
enraged Indian mob was so angered by the callous atrocities 
c01T111itted by some British that it chased them into a police station 
and burnt them to death there, did Mahatma Gandhi not call off the 
1923 Passive Resistance campaign? Did he not declare that 
independence for India obtained by such evil means would itself be 
unacceptable? 

In our own country even those who oppose violence, as I do, have to 
acknowledge that it was only after a 11 avenues of peaceful and 
constitutional opposition to apartheid had been closed that the ANC 
and the PAC resorted to violence. 

I am against violence partly for the same reason that Mahatma Gandhi 
opposed it. It is better to die than to kill he said. 
Paradoxically, it was this Hindu who was the greatest Christian of 
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this century for while the absolute non-violence of the Jain 
philosopy played its part, Mahatrnaji was powerfully influenced by 
the Sermon on the Mount. That the Government of India has forsaken 
Gandhi's teachings e.g. the army's attack upon the Si kh's holy 
shrine the Golden Temple at Amritsar, does not invalidate them. 

The other reason I oppose politically motivated violence in S.A. is 
that it wil 1 eventually degenerate into an all-out race-war from 
which the blacks, browns and whites will be the losers; only the 
Reds winning in the end. 

Of course the pol ice and the army resort to violence . Of course 
even Judges of the Supreme Court rely on violence in the last 
resort. They may be horrified when it is put like that. But you 
see, your Grace, when a Court delivers a judgment, the Judge relies 
upon the Sheriff, and the police and the army to enforce that 
judgment. Which is why we refer to the "full might of the law". 
But from time immemorial the apparatii of State has included the 
police and the armed force s controlled by the State. This is why 
the Red Brigades and the Bader Meinhoff and whoever e xplodes the 
bombs in Pari s and Brussels, Colombo, New Dehli and elsewhere use 
violence i ndi sc rimi nately to coerce the relevant government 
controlling the apparatii of State. 

In South Africa or in Mocambique or Angola when innocent men, women 
and children are killed and maimed in the cause of liberation, what 
price liberation? The Churches now speak equivocally. The laiety 
remain bewildered . Meanwhile Mr Rajiv Gandhi promotes his 
country' s interes ts. I doubt whether he will even read my letter to 
him, whereof I send a copy. 

With good wishes 

Yours ~ncerely 

\ 
~ 

PAT POOVA 


