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16 ST. SWITH\JNS, 
LEONARDS STANLEY, 
GLOS. GLlO 3LS. 

Tel . Stonehouse 5124. 

I shall be spending Christmas 1986 in England having spent las t year in S. Africa, 
so this brings many thoughts and good wishes from this undoubtedly green but no more 
quite such a pleasant land, to those who are outside it as well as to all the 
islanders! 

My last annual letter told of the 3\ months I was going to spend in S. Africa and 
I must first tell you about that visit which was a very important one for me . 

It was wonderful being back in the familiar places, spending time with my family 
and David's relations and all our friends. I felt very nourished and privileged to 
be once more among you all, able to share, (sorry Maimie- for those who remember !) in 
the pains and ongoing struggle, - and we could have fun together. I want all of you 
to know that I pay constant tribute to the quality of your lives, to your persistent 
courage, your undefeated search for truth and justice, undiminished compassion and 
concern, unstinting hard work, and your ability in spite of everything to bring joy 
and humour to help heal the anguish and despair. 

Anytime you want a reference you folks- just ask mP.! ! 
So you can guess I had a time of uplift and sadness, shock horror, lots of anger, 

hope and pleasure. I'll leave you to apportion those feelings according to whether 
I was with family/friends, reading the paper (Weekly Mail), hearing about life in the 
townships, being at vigils, lying in the sun , floating in a pool ! ! 

I felt more positive in an odd sort of way than after my previous visit in 1983/84 . 
I think this was mainly because the oppressed had at last begun to say "we are not 
going to be oppressed any more. This time it is different and there will be no return 
to the status quo ante". 

There have been previous milestones which pointed the way; but it is as though 
we waited with bated breath in varying degrees for "Der Tag", (a Hitlerian expression 
that isn't quite appropriate!). 

Now everyone who is concerned and capable of concentrating their minds, can 
focus on what should happen next. 

There's a kind of Greek tragedy feel about the whole thing. Its all been 
foreseen. This was the sad irony of the EPG Mission. Everything they saw, the 
shock they all received in experiencing the system, could have been realised ten 
or more years ago. What could have happened in those ten years! 

Now the protagonists are strengthening their positions; the might of the govern
ment with the whole Security system taking over, plus half-hearted multinationals , 
finance, etc, over against a vast multi-hued, waiting, congregation of people. 
There isn 't much middle ground left for those trying to act as a bridge, to mediate, 
conciliate, and there aren't many people or organisations wanting to attempt that 
difficult role. One thinks of the S.A. Council of Churches, Institute of Race 
Relations, academic bodies like the Centre for Inter-group Studies, v.z. Slabbert's 
newly formed research institute. They all have to make clear that they are on . 
the side of the poor and oppressed, so in a sense they are acting as pressure groups 
on the government. This is very necessary in order to help redress the imbalance 
between the very poweTful and those still in a position of weakness. 
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As for sanctions, I have come round to supporting their use, for the same reason 
as the EPG. British Council of Churches and many other responsible bodies. I think 
they should be carefully chosen, with maximum hassle for the government and minimum 
suffering to the Black people. This is really not so impossible. It is not only 
reform in S.A. that we have to concern ourselves with; but also the actions of the 
government that so seriously affect the Frontline states . Today news has just come 
of the death of Samora Machel. It is most likely that the cause of that has nothing 
to do with S.A.; but as their forces have been concentrating on the Mozambique 
border, and the renamo rebels have been armed and supported by S.A. the conclusion 
could very easily be drawn that S.A. fingerprints are in there somewhere!! 

The objectives needing to be met to prevent sanctions being started, are not so 
extreme and will eventually have to be implemented, so I am singularly unimpressed 
by the S.A. governments react ion, though it was of course predictable. Botha has 
deliberately chosen the way of economic deprivation and slow decline and this mus t 
never be lost sight of. Of course it is just possible that the govt. has handed over 
real decision making to the consortium making up the National Security Network , which 
makes thought of another election all the more irrelevant! ! 

With so little in the news now, because of the press restriction etc , it is 
sad that the media can't get busy reporting on what is happening at the grass roots 
level, the work being done in alternative education, community development, the 
beginnings of real local affairs etc. Maybe that is something we should work at. 

Well I think I have rambled on long enough on this subject, which occupies most 
of my waking day. 

Family news now . We all flourish, thankfully, each in our own corner. 
Sue, Neil and the two boys, now 4\ and 1\, have moved to a new home in the same 

area. They have an extra bedroom and a garden safe for the children to play in. 
Oliver is going to school every morning and will start full-time at Easter. He has 
taken to it with enthusiasm. David is running around and doing all the things a lad 
of his age should! He has a very equitable, happy nature (so has Oliver), which 
makes it easier for him to tolerate his rather bossy brother! 

Di is still working at Lloyds Head Office as computer analyst. She was give 3 

work permit for two years so is secure until Dec. 1987, when she will have completed 
four years in the U.K. and can apply for permanent residence. She is planning to 
visit S.Africa for a month in March of 1987 . 

Des and Billi are in Durban in the house he bought a year ago, each busy in their 
respective work. Des is still with Diakonia and has not had an easy year because of 
the emergency and unrest in the African areas where he works. Its pretty hard going 
and frustrating. 

Fran got through all her exams at the end of 1985, and is now getting ready for 
the second years law exams . It must be quite difficult concentrating on academic 
subjects when all around homes are going up in smoke . You will all know the horrendous 
story of Crossroads. 

Its as well perhaps that both of them have work that keeps them busy, and that 
they know what they are doing is good preparation for the future, when hopefully thei r 
skills can be put to creative use. 

I have had a pretty busy time this year. 
The garden &s usual keeps me well occupied and I have been able to fill my two 

freezers full with homegrown fruit and veg. So if the winter is as nasty as it was 
last year, I can just put my head under the blanket and live off my supplies! 
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• I have been visiting friends and had a number of people staying here too, so 

I have never been lonely! There are many festivals of music, literature , drama, 
etc. in this part, so my cultural needs are well met apart from the pretty good 
variety on telly. 

I go up to London at least twice a month, and usually take the chance to stay 
with or see the girls! This is of course a great joy, and watching the growth of 
the two little boys is a constant excitement . 

I have been doing a good deal of speaking on S.A. There is 
and concern in the situation, and all kinds of groups invite me. 
an ongoing i nvolvement, and the Women's Institutes are lining up 
fill their calendar. 

very real interest 
Amnesty too, is 

for next year to 

So I really have quite a varied, interesting and active life (helped by 
weekly Yoga class and daily routine!) and feel myself to be very lucky . 

We've just had a round of political party conferences . In the U.K . you can 
participate as a listener from the comfort of your home, because the proceedings 
are relayed live. I don't have time for this, but follow the precis given each day 
and full press coverage. I feel despairingly angry about the damage that the 
Thatcher govt. has done to the country. We are becoming increasingly polarised, 
between north and south, haves and have-nots, the unemployment rate has not improved 
at all, our health and education services are deteriorating and our industry it seems 
is getting left behind in the technology field so that we may never catch up to 
countries like Germany and Japan. The government's strident "law & order" policy 
is having an affect on the police in some ways, so that in the inner cities where 
there is such deprivation, there is considerable antagonism between the police and 
many people, especially the "new immigrants" who are also those who feel least 
understood, most discriminated against , and have the highest number of unemployed. 
So there is a great deal of repair work to be done by the next government, which 
simply must not be Tory again. The U.S.A. are lucky that their Big Chief can't 
sit in the saddle for more than two terms. I suppose we could be stuck with Maggie 
for a third term: but at least she would have a different American partner. 

To think that at Rejkavik there was nearly a huge step, l eap, forward in 
saving the world from wasting enormous, precious assets on nuclear weapons, and the 
beginnings of a scale down to the threat of world destruction, and it was passed 
up for the sake of the nightmare idea of trying to control outer space. A lot of 
repair work is now being done to try and salvage something, and to ensure that the 
negotiating process is not hopelessly damaged. We shall see in the next few weeks 
how successful that has been. It would bethe worst kind of diplomatic tragedy if 
America and the west fails to understand how to negotiate with the east, and cannot 
understand the difficulties and constraints that Gorbachov is having to contend 
with. 

1986 has been quite a year, with ghastly disasters, more than usual global 
suffering , tensions, fear, wars, all the factors that can cause paranoia or give 
us a determination that "we shall overcome". 

At 9.0 p.m. each evening I try to remember to pray for S. Africa and for 
peace and justice everywhere, there are many others doing likewise. 

My love to you all and may 1987 be a better, happier year. 

I wish you a blessed and joyous Christmas! 

~ . P---r O -




