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Dear Professor Irvine, 

" 32 Eden Rd., 

Bramley, 
Johannesburg 

2090. 

23/9/86·. 

I had intended t-o wri t .e you some weeks back but tm.£.ort:unate·lYi 
personal circumstances disallowed this. As you know, I t-o·O) am· 

working on the Liberal Party;, but I :feel I sho.uld. clarifyr the 
nature· of my work; particularly since- J"obn Morrison OJf the· IRR 
tells me he informed you that I was doing my; D .Phil exc·lusively; 

on the L. P . 
I am a member of Lincoln College, Oxford, where I am supervised 
by Stan Trapida.. The title of my thesis is ~Nhite Opposition to 

Apartheid, 1948 - 1961', although there i s every chance that 

this will be contracted to 1948 - 1958. The e-arly chapters of 

my thesis deal with the Labour Party, the home for many 'liberals• 
of the day; I then move onto the Springbok Legion and the Torch 
Commando ; finally, the bulk of the t hesis~ latter stages is 

taken up with a comparative look at , primarily, the L.P. and COD, 

as well as the Union-Federal Party and the plethora of small 
groups and groupings which infest t he period •. As such, the L. P . 

will get, at most, two cha pters - particularly since, as I men
tioned, the emphasis i s on comparis on. 

Speaking personally , my main interest lies with the COD ~an interest 
encouraged by Stan Trapido, an ex- COD member, for different 

reasons than my own). There is obviously less work done on COD 
than the LP, with the string of nobertson, Rich et a l - poor 

nuality notwithstanding. Finally, of course, there is yotu- own 

book. 
As such, it does seem rather stra~ge that the LP papers have been 

closed to me:: when I was at 'd i t s in April there ·was no intimation 
that the microfilm was closed, a lthough I kne•N that you were· 
working on the originc1.ls. I had l ooked you up in April when in 

' l\Iari tzburg to see Peter Br own, and had I known of this f act , 

would have camped on your doorstep ; a s it was , I couldn't f i nd 
you on campus and l eft without seeing you. 



, 

2. 

There is obiriously a considerable amount of ma.terialy that i s 
open t o me, at Wits and UCT, as well as at SOAS . But - ta be 

frank - this material, on the whole , does not do much justic~ 
to the L. P., since the bulk of it are the papers of the Ballingers, 

Wollheim, Molteno, Marquard etc. 
My main interest in the 1.P. is twofold; firstly, the comparative 

angle - including attempts at mergers or unifiad action with the 
other parti es , particularly COD ; and s econdly, bla ck involvement, 
particularly in the NHLA and similar bodi,,s. Thus, a lthough the 
Tvl. LP papers are open, bla ck involvement there doesn ' 't really 

take off until the end of my period, whereas in· Natal it is 

significant from the start. These are topics I am unable to deal 
with adeouately without see ing the papers at Wits. It seems 

that really what I would be doing, on the whole, would be filling 
in the gaps l eft after I had been through the material available 

elsewhere. In t he case of Natal, t he only available material arf 

any bulk are Alan Paton ' 's papers. 

I do not wi sh this letter to be one l ong complaint ; I would 
obviously very much like to discuss the matter with y-Y.J... 'Eo make 
a rather poor joke, we could compare notes . I feel that our work 

is, if anything, complementary; Jack Spence agreed wi th me on 
this, and said he would mention it to you. I hope to_ get down 
to Pietermaritzburg in the middle of October - please let me 

kn.ow if I will be able to see you then, or suggest a better time. 
I l ook forward to hearing your views on the matters raised above, 

Yours Sincerely, 

(David Everatt) 



UNIVERSITY OF NATAL 

9 October 1986 

Mr D Everatt 
32 Eden Road 
Bramley 
Johannesburg 
2090 

Dear Mr Everatt 

Department of Political Studies 

Forgive me for the delay in replying to your letter of September 23. 
You will appreciate that this is a hectic time of year in academic 
departments, with many claims on one's attention. 

Let me say at once that Jack Spence raised the matter of access to 
the Liberal Party papers at Wits on your behalf when I saw him in 
Johannesburg just before he returned to the U.K., and that I told 
him there would be no problem at all from my point of view. I have 
written to Peter Brown to ask him to make the necessary arrangements 
for these facilities to be given you . 

I hope that you will understand that my attitude is not simply dog
in-the-mangerish, and that I certainly do not want to prevent all 
research on the Liberal Party during the period that I will be 
working on this. What I do want to prevent is pre-emptive duplicat ion 
by someone else of my own work . This is reasonable, I hope you will 
agree, and is after all corrvnon practice among scholars. The account 
you give of the nature and scope of your thesis certainly suggests 
that our concerns are sufficiently different for us not to find each 
other threatening. 

Your research area is a rich and fascinating one. I hope to see you 
_when you do come down to Pietermaritzburg. 

Yours sincerely 

\ 

D .McK. Irvine 
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