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w HAMM 38 the Uplands 
HARPENDEN HERTS. AL5 2NZ 

TEL: 05827-61458 

19 August 1986 

Dear- Peter. 

Mv word processor disc tells me that this is letter No. 5 this 
year. and that does not include anything written by hand ! You 
had better get busy before you set foot on these shores. 

I hope that you will let us know in good time when you expect to 
be in Brighton, as there are a couple of jobs threatening to come 
my way which could take me abroad 1n the last quarter of the 
year. rhere was a short-1 i ved prospect of 901 ng to ~-·atmandu to 
help someone with a plant processing r1cebran oil, but that 
scheme faltered for technical reasons. I should like to find a 
reason to pay a return visit to Malaysia, if only to be able to 
visjt Lhe Singapore Botanical Gardens again, but there have been 
no desperate calls for- my skills (or non-skills) fr-om that 
quarter. So l should really get on with some technical writinq. 
but lhat requires stamina . 

You were wr-ong to think that I do not read REALITY thor-oughly. 
The issue containing the contribution by Geldenhuys arrived here 
after I had written the letter referring to his comments on the 
BBC discussion proaramme. In fact I have been re-reading that 
issu~ of REALITY. and have once mor-e got stuck at the point in 
the article by Hedley Bull where he referred to people having 
group rights in addition to havinq indivjdual rights. I wonder 
what he meant by that? One can, I think, assume that he was 
referring to minorities - 1n most L□Untries other- than SA 
major-1ties do not have to find ways of protecting themselves. It 
is of course possible to protect the religious and cultur-al 
riqhts of a croup - I believe that the rights of certain 
specified minor1tjes were 'protected' in a former Soviet 
constitution (1936?). but this probably did not help them a 
great deal. What other gr-oup r-ights can you protect ? You can 
allow them to build their own schools. but once you go fur-ther 
than that are you not on the way to building a federal 
structurP ? That 1s not per sea totally unacceptable path. but 
those who would use it must recognise that they might find a 
rather small enclave at the end of 1t. I wonder- whether that 
would be any more acceptable to the Afrikaner than majority 
rule? 

The idea of a solution that mioht carry the !able 'federal' has 
been aired before. and has generally been rejected as being 
unrealistic. That may well be so, but I have wondered what one 
can do about situations where there are long-term 
irreconcilabilitjes? Northern Ireland and Israel come to mind 
as examples. and to some extent SA might be included in that 
category. This is not to say that I would want to end the ANC 
struggle for a non-racial South Africa. but it seems to me that 
somewher-e along the time axis one starts looking at other 
options. The battle in Northern Ireland has now been going on 
since 1969 (forgetting for the moment abouL the earlier episodes) 



, 

and for once I would credit the present British government with 
having tried ta think of other ways of reducing the hostility 
between the different communities in N Ireland. Would a further 
partition help? I have my doubts, but at the same time remain 
convinced that a simple evacuation would be worse than the 
present situation. As far as the Middle East is concerned I have 
always believed that some sort of federal arrangement is the only 
answer, though I must admit that friends to whom I have proposed 
this have always lauqhed at my naivity. So is there an 
alternative in SA? To my mind at least part of the dilemma is 
that any effort in that direction dilutes the principal activity, 
which is to work for a unitary SA. 

Ther8 have been reports here that Buthelezi 1s trying to get 
closer to the ANC, and in his recent statements he has appeared 
to be on pretty wc-?11 the same wavelength as the ?)NC. I would 
imagine, though, that he would not want to sit next to Slovo 
and his friends and you. who have a closer view of the man and 
his ~ctivities. may also feel that he 1s not as much of a 
democrat as he makes himself out to be . Has anything more 
happened on the idea of KwaZulu-Natal cooperation? 

How is AP these days ~ He does not need me to be writing 
letters to him. but I must admit that I now have difficulty in 
trying to put together a letter to him - I no longer feel as 
free to e:-:p1or·e thoughts about SA ~Jith him as I used to, and thc:1t 
saddens me. (In part the consequence of that is that you are the 
target for all these ideas - fortunately you are sufficiently 
robust to brush them off.) Did I mention in a previous letter 
that I have been reading the last part of the Smuts 
correspondence ? Quite a lot of it is very 1nterestinq - in 
some wdys he seemed to see what was then still a qeneration 
ahead. but he also seemed to believe that he could not lead 
white SA away from this danger. At other times he was very 
dismissive of the idea that any qroup not belonging to the 'white 
races' could ciCqu1re the skills required for Just qovernment. 

lt would be a qood idea for me to turn my mind to some scientific 
problems now - there is a reasonable prospect of solving 1hose, 
and there could even be someone interested in the answers. 

Let us hear of your travel plans. 

Best wishes ta all, 

Yours, 


