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It is quite some time since you wrote and you are 
undoubtedly pleased that you have not had a stream of 
letters from me since to activate your conscience. Perhaps I 
am becoming less verbose in my old age. An alternative 
explanation may be that l spend so much time writing letters 
to people who feel 1t unnecessary to reply most of 
these, I hasten to add. on professional matters that I 
am qradually giving up letter-writing as a way of life . 

More plausibly. I have for some time now felt that events in 
SA are moving at such a rate that I cannot comment in any 
sensible way on what we read and hear, as it is bound to be 
overtaken by yet another horror story before the ink is dry . 
Your last letter, despite the underlying Brown cheer, was 
really as gloomy a commentary as we have had from you for 
quite some time, influenced to some extent, no doubt, by the 
imminent death of Ernie (Gerd Hirschfeld wrote about the 
service for ErnJe). Since then matters have only got worse. 
The press and the BBC have given a lot of coverage to the 
AWB people, and I suppose that one must accept that as a 
new dimension, even though one has been warned of a 
potential backlash for years now. It seems to suggest that 
when the end comes for apartheid the scene will be even 
bloodier than one might have feared, or will there be some 
sort of realignment before then ? Is there anything in 
Afrihaner nationalism history to suggest that the 
ultra-right will be isolated within their own community? My 
own feeling, now admittedly many years out of date . has 
always been that the sort of chap I knew on the factory 
floor in Jo"burg is not qoinq to accept the transfer of 
power quietly - his basic hatreds have presumably not 
changed over the years. And he presumably knows - has been 
told ad nauseam - that he will be the first to be affected 
if ever there were to be a transfer of power.I also wonder 
what the ANC assessment of the AWB is - it 1s difficult to 
see how they can give any signals to Botha that they 
appreciate his dilemma. lt seems entirely reasonable to 
argue that his problems are entirely of his own making over 
the last 40 years. All the same, it must be increasingly 
uncomfortable for all of you over there. Do you ever feel 
like le,,\vinq ? 

Mrs T has really got herself into a pickle over her support 
for Reagan on the Libyan bombing affair, what with the 
uncertainty over who done what where and the subsequent 
effect on the flow of American tourists to the UK. It is in 
fact becoming clearer by the day that there was some deal 
between them, with Reagan presumably promisinq to get a 
bill through the Senate to deal with IRA chaps 1n the US. 
Mt.1ch as I dJ.slil~e the IF:A and Ghadafy, I feel that tl1e 
deal apparently struck between these two is pretty 
disreputable. I trust that 1t will haunt her for some time 



yet. 

The other policy that will surely plague her for quite some 
tjme unless there is some significant reversal concerns 
the fundinq of the universit\es. ( I think that I have 
written on this subject before.) Fortunately Keith Joseph 
has now departed the scene~ but there remains much talk cf 
universities goJng bankrupt Bristol. a favourite 
high-brow university~ is apparently a good candidate for 
this condition - and the UGC (University Grants Committee) 
is apparently considering instructing universities to advise 
applicants for places that they cannot guarantee that the 
course. department or for that matter the university in 
question will still be in existence at the time a student 
might be expected to complete his/her course. Some state 

Put all this besides the unemployment problem and it is 
hard to believe that something like a third of the voters 
still support the Conservatives. It is now being suggested 
that in this unfavourable climate she will not call an 
election this side of 1988 and it is almost certainly too 
late for the party to throw her out and find a new leader 
before the election. In any case, who? This all sounds 
good for Labour, but I would not want to count chickens. 

Coming back to SA affairs, there is a report 1n The Observer 
today about Kitson and the ANC apparently Kitson and 
family are part of the City of London Anti-Apartheid Group, 
and the ANC has for some time rejected the activities of 
this group. As a result of this dispute Kitson has now lost 
the trade union support that he was getting fer his Ruskin 
College post. I should not be too surprised if this dispute 
were found to be rooted in factional fighting amongst the 
left wing. I imagine that little brotherly love 1s lost 
between the CP and groups such as the SWP or the RCP. 
Celeste and I went to a 'debate• on equality at the LSE a 
few weeks aoo, and were rather taken aback to find that the 
meeting dissolved into turmoil immediately after the main 
speeches as a result of a small band of loud louts taking 
over the meeting. lt took quite a ti me to get them to 
leave the lecture theatre, fortunately without any physical 
violence. I dread to think what might have happened had the 
police been called. 

Have you abandoned the idea of coming to Britain in '86, or 
are you still coming (or have you been) ? I cannot believe 
that you will be put off by the thought of Libyans in 
London. 

Now that you have had a decent break from feeling obliged to 
write to me you mjght as well reply before our non-existent 
summer is over. (The weather has really been quite awful.) 

Yours, 


