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26 Nov 85 

Dear ~ ter, 

I realised that it was a waste of time and effort to de l ay paying the 
REALITY subscription, so that , as in the past, I am lumbering you with 
the task of passing (·tr on to? XBrown?). I am sure that it cannot be a ) 
very onerous task . >kOCA.l-{ J.. 'k '- ~lk. C'...l,1u-i~? l i~ "-a..-h.ACU ~ 
In the time since I wrote that rather longer le t ter I have had another look 
at the article in REALITY on the Grahamstown meeting, found it fascinating 
in many ways would perhaps like to correspond with one or two on the phto 
if I had the time and they had the inclination - and wonder whether the LP would 
have done better 30 years ago had they been willing to subscribe to the Freedem 
Charter. Well , I remember some of the discussions about that proposition of that 
time. I donf t know whether it is much good looking back after 30 years and 
saying ' if only we had ... ' - the need is to formulate a strategy for today on 
the basis of the real situation and your principles. 

One can go on and on, but at this moment I should be doing other things, like 
preparing a paper that I am due to give at a technical meeting in Chester next 
Thursday. 

Have you ever asked yourself whether SA has not in reality been a one-party state 
these last 37 years? How does a power-deprived minority feel after so 
many years in opposition? Is it not only the presence of the bigger problem 
which obscures that problem? There was an interesting discussion on that 
~Oft ofh~roblem or the BBC a few weeks ago. Is democracy real when the oppo

> >on s no rea hope of ever forming a go~ ~ ), ~ 



Dear Peter, 

Dec. 16th.1985 
Human Ri~hts Day 

I should have written this letter before but didn ' t and Human Rights 
Day seems to an appropriate day on which to do so. 

Thank y~u very much for sending ro&$rronology of the L.P. done for the 
Workshop. I particularly liked some of your corrments. Apropos your corrments 
about the envelope disintegrating, it didn't quite do that but in some 
strange way it got into the Customs dept . here and the Ms. was floating 
around minus it's envelope. Fortunately there was an intelligent person 
around and put the two together and got me to come d' claim them. 
Didn't you know about Gavin Stewart as a writer~ We were all surprised 
when he was appointed to that position instead of Benjie. For all that I 
did enjoy reading about the Workshop and especially studying the picture . 
The one person for whom the years seem to have no meani ng is Eliot. Hardly 
any change in him at all . It was also good to see Michael Molrubela and Reg . 
Mayekiso. 

It really doesn ' t matter when one writes a letter to SA the situation 
changes with such rapidity that corrments are almost out of date before 
they are posted. Still the formation of COSATU and the release of the Treason 
Trialists is worth something . We were "all owed" to see the released 
ones on TV, by permission, of course . And then later there was an 
interview with Pakendorf of Die Vaderland, which was really interesting. 
It may well be that you in SA are aware of the conflict within the Cabinet 
about releasing Mandela. There appears to be a recognition by both 
sides that such a move must take place sooner or later. It just needs 
someone with courage to say let ' s take a chance. They are filled with 
such uncertainty and fear, understandabl_! I suppose. By the time you get 
thi. he whole thing may have been resolved or is that hoping for ~ much? 

You mentioned success in my business activities . Such a term must be used 
relatively. I shall certainly not make a living out of the stall but 
we have both enjoyed doing it because it gives us a chance to inform 
people about SA as it really is. I haven ' t decided whether to continue next 
year or not.Looking back on my figures July is really the only month when 
sales are consistently good . And a lot of effort goes into the whole thing. 
The stall has to be set up each time, there is no setting it up and leaving 
it for next time. We shall see. 

REALITY (November issue) arrived today and in skirrming through I saw the 
brief leader about universal suffrage being the official policy of the Govt. 
This tallies with what Pakendorf said on TV the other night. I was really 
surprised and not very believing but it now seems as though it has been 
bandied about in SA too. I wonder what they mean by it exactly. I loved that 
picture of Paddy and Carmel . And how nice to have got an advert from the 
Weekly Mail. As Dorothy, who is my personal press cutting service provides 
me with relevant pieces from time to time, methinks I shall not be subscribing . 
Anyway, the issue looks like an interesting one but then aren ' t they all?? 

We had a really relaxing holiday in Maine this year where we were able to 
enjoy ocean breakers, though the Atlantic isn't as terrific as its cracked 
upto be and not nearly as fierce as the Indian. But it was good to watch 
waves again albeit gentle ones. We have heard that beaches and swirrming 
pools are integrated in Durban as from next week. Hoo boy! I see fireworks ahead. 

That ' s all folks. Have a happy Xmas, if that ' s possible and I hope 1986 
brings some relief from all the misery. 
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