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Remar-kable that on this occasion your- letter- anticipated my 
attempt to get thoughts onto paper-, but we were most inter-ested 
in what you had to say. ( I bet you can never say that to Phoebe 
about the stuff that ar-rives on your- door-step ex Har-penden, 
cour-tesy of the SB.) Anyway, I am glad that you found the caps. 
on your- typewr-iter- to acknowledge r-eceipt of my lengthy scribbles 

I was wondering whether- these had gone into police files for 
some memorable quotes at some judicious moment. 

I think that the r-eason that I did not wr-ite earlier was that I 
have gradually become obsessed by the feeling that events ar-e 
moving too rapidly out there for anyone at this end to make 
sensible comment, and I cannot just keep on asking questions. 
<By the way, how is Archie? Do you ever see him?) Your comments 
on the likelihood of rapid change are sobering, though I hope 
that you are wr-ong. Of course matters go off the boil in other 
people's minds, but this time the various external pressures on 
SA keep on getting new injections of ideas - I notice today that 
the Norwegians are thinking about cutting telecommunications -
and the unrest in the country will not die down as previousl y. 
Of course you are right about the horrors committed on both 
sides, but here too one needs to recognise that for the first 
time people of serious standing are coming out saying that in 
certain circumstances violence can be justified (and in my safe 
haven I agree with that), and at that point it is extremely 
difficult to control the sort of violence to be used. But it is 
tragic, and, as you say in another place in your- letter~ these 
swings in feeling are almost irreversible. (No, you do not use 
such long words.) 

I want to try to reply to one question in your letter, though I 
feel quite unqualified to do so. You indicate that it is 
believed in SA (Union Buildings? John Vorster Sq?} that a large 
proportion of the ANC leadership consists of paid-up CP members. 
If so, they are remarkable skilled in concealing that fact, or 
perhaps they are pre-Gorbachev Gorbachevians, skilled at using 
the media to show how reasonable a man who has worshipped at 
Lenin's tomb might sound. I have certainly hear-d a number of them 
interviewed on the BBC, not always in the most friendly way, and 
there was no indication of dogmatism except in the absolute need 
to rid the country of apartheid - no question of reforming it. A 
few weeks ago there was a centre-page article by OT in The 
Observer. which I would send you if I did not believe t hat it 
would be.risky for you to even receive it, but that article 
shows no obvious signs of having been written with one eye on the 
Communists in the group. Of course Slovo will have a few, 
perhaps quite a few of his placemen in the leadership . But, as 
can be seen everywhere else in Africa, whatever else can be said 
about the people who have taken over power, there are almost 
certainly none now who are in Moscow's pocket (well, there may be 
one or two in the Northern parts of the continents, but I even 
read a series of ar-ticles in the Times Higher Ed Supp apparently 
showing that the Ethiopian leadership, however inept, could not 



• simply be led Moscow stooges. In any case, the Reagan-Gorbachev 
meeting, if it has done nothing else, has given the 
non-hysterical West a much more balanced picture of Russian 
ambitions. ( I have argued with our eldest for years that almost 
all of Russian policy can be explained in terms of Russian 
nationalism rather than Marxism - that may be somewhat 
superficial, but certainly explains the great majority of 
happenings.) 

Enough of that. The most recent issue of REALITY to arrive here 
was most interesting, particularly the bit on the Grahamstown 
meeting, which I shal l have to reread. (I shall also hav e to 
remember to send you some money - for God's sake don"t drop me 
off the circulation list if I happen to forget.) I am still 
somewhat confused about the real message therein, but for the 
first time I began to ask myself the question whether I would 
remain a member of the Liberal Party if I were in SA today. That 
seems heretical and is in some ways a bad question. But the 
question arose, I believe, from a feeling that has been growing 
for some time that we (who is that?) should now be joining the 
ANC, if only to demonstrate that we don"t see a sufficient 
dividing line to justify an oppositional approach to SA politics. 
You will argue quite reasonably that that is anticipating the 
o ne-party state that is so abhorrent to South African whites (who 
have done little to overturn the one-party state that has been 
ruling the country for nearly 40 years), but I have the feeling, 
which might be shown to be vulnerable to pressure in discussion, 
that the situation in SA is now so bad that gradualism of almost 
any sort will not do. Perhaps one cannot escape the conclusion 
that the next phase is chaos, whether in 1986 or five years 
1 ater. 

Hav ing written that , and without wishing to back down from that 
view, I must add that when I was out in Malaysia, possibly due 
to the proximity of Lee Kuan Yew in Singapore, I was struck by 
the very sad feeling that all too many bright young socialists 
turn out to be hoary old autocrats after a while, or simply 
self-satisfied conservatives. I remember thinking years ago that 
Mao had the answer to that problem by having a sort of permanent 
revolution, but I learnt my lesson about that too . So is one 
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You ~ 1 ':lave guessed that by this ti~\ the cl eek is movi n~ 
towards midnight. One becomes talkative then, if one has not 
fallen asleep. What have you done about your European trip 1986 
- is it still on? If it is , you shall have to set aside a full 
day here, none of this Unterhalter t r ick of always having too 
many family commitments . We will introduce you to Jeremy, who 
makes me feel a weak-kneed conservative and to the girls , who 
will give you a stiff dose of feminism. 

If I go on any longer I shall not be able to squeeze it into 
front and back cf one A4 sheet ~ I hope that the reading of this 
is as easy as the writing has been. You will no doubt forgive 
the omission of proofreading at this hour. 

Regards and best wishes to all, Yours . 

J~~ ""-'( WA.I{ ,.jff.lJ..o.,t . ~ 
'PS ~ o . ~ ~ ~,i 4-~~ ~ ~ _ 


