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This letter needs to be written on this machine as I am quite 
capable of tearing it up before I have written ten lines. I 
find that it is an extraordinarily difficult time to write to 
someone in South Africa who has not pulled down all the blinds 
and inserted all the earplugs. 

Here one gets the feeling that events are moving at a tremendous 
pace in SA, so much so that all comment i_J3 likely to be out of 
date before the letter arrives at its d ~ stination. And yet 
the movement is deceptive - I would describe it as turbulent, 
going backwards and forwards, but yet having an overall 
momentum which cannot be stopped . So we are much agitated to 
see what will happen next. and when. There is also the feeling 
of disintegration, of a surge that is beyond the control of any 
organisation, at least any that we might wish to encourage . In 
your last letter you touched on t he internal strife within the 
black community. and this has surely got worse in the last few 
weeks. I suppose that this sort of disintegration of a society 
1s really part and parcel of violent change. but it cannot be 
comfortable for those on the spot or, for that matter, for those 
hoping to take control once the watershed has been passed. Well, 
we are not yet in sight of that, but I marvel (and sometimes 
fear) at the campaign that has been mounted and s tl}ained for the 
release of Mandela. Who dares say that pressure has no effect 
on a powerful state ! We are also full of admiration for Bishop 
Tutu, though his task is not going to become any easier. 

You can see from these phrases that we are hardly detached 
observers. (I should write in the singular, Celeste is more 
detached than I am.) It all reminds me of those heady days 
towards the end of March 1960 when for a few moments we 
thought that the millenium had arrived . on l y to have Jock ram 
caution down our throats. I wonder what his assessment would be 
now '? 

Our newspapers and radio news bulletins constantly seem to manage 
to Juxtapose the latest news from Uganda and from SA. Truly 
cruel, and of course the news from Uganda is quite ghastly. It 
makes me ask at what level of knowledge of a situation one is 
justified in becoming involved, but of course that can be the 
coward's way out. In a recent issue of The Times Higher 
Educational Supplement I read reviews of the recent history of 
the Laotian and Cambodian people, which gave me, almost 
certainly for the first time, a clearer picture of the local 
feelinqs about the Vietnamese. Is that any sort of excuse for 
the American intervention? Certainly not, as far as I am 
concerned, but it. does qenera.te questi ans about the al tern a ti ve 
history o f that part of the world since the French departure. 

All this is of course fairly wild ranting. Better to finish by 
c ommenting on events nearer home. <No, before I do so, must 



• 
report that I have read Fugard's Notebooks, ed. by Mary Benson, 
and am uncertain about my feelings about him. Is he sound?, 
whatever that may mean.) Here at home we seem to have witnessed 
yet another banana skin doing its work on the government in the 
form of Leon Brittan trying to muzzle the BBC, yet I have some 
sympathy with the feeli ng that the IRA chaps value any sort of 
pub l icity . Possibly some sort of balance can be given to the 
programme by contrasting one extreme with the other. Once in a 
while o ne hears ta!k of a sort of federal approach to the problem 
of governi n g Northern Ireland, but the Ian Paisleys soon blast 
such words out of the skies. A matter of more immediate import 
concerns the behaviour of our police, who have apparently become 
vastly more authoritarian, with the overt blessing of Brittan 
and Thatcher. You may have read of the series of trials of 
miners arrested during the strike, a ll of which trials have 
collapsed for lack of police evidence. The evidence that has come 
to light is of police plans to spread fear and panic amongst 
those present during picketing, and these reports leave me 
wondering about the state of Britain. For your further 
information I would then add that Keith J oseph really appears to 
have done major damage to our higher education system by allowing 
his budget to be cut time and time again, and finally quote a 
comment from The Guardian of a few days ago 1n which Laws on is 
said to be uninterested in maintaining a manufacturing industry 
in this country. Not a happy prospect for the 1990's. 

Despite the rambling these words have survived so far, and 1 
shal l therefore run them through t he printer t o find out whether 
that is prepared to put them on paper. 

I am off to Malaysia next month to try to help a friend sort out 
a problem on a plant processing various vegetable oils, but 
there is far too little of that sort of activity goi ng on -
market forces (a la Thatcher) might be retiring me even if I 
don " t want to. At the moment I am battling horribly with a talk 
that I am due to give in Germany early next month: I have 
messages to put ov·er (al so on vegE•tabl e oil. processing ) but they 
will not gel into a coher ent text. 

We hope that you are all well. 
you due here? 

Yours, 
I 

1986 coming closer- - when are 


