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Dear Peter, 

I thought that I should try to write you a 
as it is easier to remove the rubbish once 
print. ( T?S. I u.. I\A>f S'u1t lAJk~~ I ~ 

38 The Uplands 
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14 July 1985 

letter on this machine 

l;.ee ~~~e~;~,1 ?) 
Your~ recent letter was very interesting even if at times 
depressing. Certainly there are plenty of reports in our papers 
just now about the scale of violence in the black townships and 
one has the uncomfortable feeling that these things have a 
momentum of their own which cannot be turned off without some 
pretty strong leadership, and that leadership is not exactly what 
the South African government wants to bring into the action. Your 
letter also served to warn us that there might be a call from 
Jack and Beryl, as indeed there was. Jack did not have much time 
- he phoned shortly before they left for Canada - but mentioned 
one or two things of more than passing interest. I was amazed 
and delighted to learn that you are organising some meeting to 
bring Liberals together and immediately put in an application for 
a place. Unfortunately Jack could not undertake to have my 
travelling expenses paid but in any case I shall be very 
interested to hear something of the purpose and the outcome of 
tl1e meeting. 

I have also heard of a TV interview which Alan gave recently in 
South Africa and can understand the unhappiness that that has 
caused (no doubt of the satisfaction that it has given in the 
laager). There was a time when I felt that some sort of a 
federal solution might be an acceptable form of compromise, but 
more recently I have felt that such a development might well have 
disastrous consequences, as it could easily lead to the sort of 
fragmentation that threatens to bedevil Zimbabwe and has already 
been disastrous in other African countries. I therefore feel that 
a Liberal in the South African context must be in favour of a 
unitary state, which of necessity must mean that whites would 
have a very secondary political role. Of course I have not read 
any of Alan's recent thoughts on the subject, but I am also 
intrigued by how he would see such a system operating -
presumably the white component would have much/most of the 
industry, and would therefore act as a powerful magnet for labour 
in much the same way as the present set-up. 

I imagine that developments in Zimbabwe have inevitably 
persuaded a number of whites in South Africa (if they ever needed 
persuading) that power in black hands means dictatorship, though 
it is interesting to note that some whites are returning to Zand 
it was also interesting to note that some of the white community 
are now beginning to think about giving up the special seats. At 
this stage I still find myself having a lot of sympathy for 
Mugabe, who has a very considerable juggling act to perform. It 
may well be the case that he has not been very good at 
controlling some of the less scrupulous members of his own party , 
but he is obviously determined not to encourage any ideas of 
tribally-based fragmentation. I hope that he succeeds in avoiding 
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, 
1t but wonder whether the momentum behind the Mugabe-Nkomo clash 
is purely political presumably the country still has a large 
number of unemployed, in which case resettlement is a major 
issue. Which reminds me of a report that I read in The Guard;.., n 
at the beginning of last week : on the corruption on the part of 
the British administration in Kenya when it came to organising 
the trial of Kenyatta for involvement with Mau-Mau some 25 or 
more years ago. Painful, very painful indeed in matters of 
justice the UK record is far from clean. 

It looks more and more as though we are passing into a 
pre-election phase here, and it is truly remarkable how the 
Labour Party has risen from the ashes of the 1983 debacle . Though 
a number of factors have served to contribute to this - with Mrs. 
T's rigidity possibly No. 1 -1 do believe that the miners' strike 
has played no small part in this revival, as it seemed to awaken 
the whole country to the legitimacy of struggling for jobs. This 
is not tc say that Scar gill has suddenly become a hero - far from 
it - but despite his tactics, which certainly earned him black 
marks with a lot of people , I believe that a large number of 
peop l e came to see the miners, strike as just even if often 
badly led. Evidence for that? So do we now face the prospect of 
a coalition government, or even an Alliance government? Of 
course there is still sufficient time for things to change, 
though I doubt whether the Tories can shake off the image of 
being a hard-faced lot, but the most difficult aspect to evaluate 
is how a decisive swing in voting patterns will affect the 
Alliance and therefore Labour. I notice that in today''s Observer 
Bernard Crick, an academic and political commentator, suggests 
that Labour should start to think about the constitutional 
implications of coalition government. For my part I have been 
reading, with considerable pleasure, the most recent series of 
Fabian essays - I have been considering joining the Fabian 
Society for 25 years now and, instead of doing so, call in at 
their office near St. James Park Underground from time to time 
to buy their literature. Unfortunately their power s of persuasio~ 
seem to be even less in evidence now than they were in Wilson"s 
time, and there was not much evidence of influence then. There 
really is not much idealism to be seen around the UK these days, 
perhaps we should be grateful for the pop stars who seem able to 
mcbiljse millions in support of their work far people starving 
in Africa. Shold we turn our governments over to the pop stars? 

You wi 11 by now have curs~ me for maid ng use bf this machine . The 
best way to handle the problem 1s to advise me as soon as 
possible of when you will be in the UK next year. 


