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You were nearly privileged to have the first letter to be typed 
on this machine but somehow I made quite a mess of that and 
had to begin again . I have hardly stopped typing since, so that 
by this time I am a little better at hitting the right keys and 
not using up the correcting ribbon. I do not remember how long 
we had the other typewriter - it was probably purchased about 
twelve to fourteen years ago - but the price of this machine 
certainly worried me for many weeks. However , if I am to pre
pare reports on subjects like energy and the processing of 
this or that oil for people who might be asked to cough up some 
hundreds of pounds for the privilege of reading _what I have to 
say then I had better be able to type that stuff in some sort of 
semi-professional manner . 

Congratulations on being the first to put pen to paper in 1984 l 
Moreover, your letter was most interesting (not unusual for 
you) and I particularly noted the bit at the end about Marxists"'f
neo-Marxists. I have learnt that it is impossible to shed one ' s 
experience of working with these chaps (inter~uption: even 
the Japs don't make perfect typewriters and I have just had to 
work out what to do when the damned thing stops putting the 
characters on the page - the ribbon in the machine had failed 
to reverse itself) but it has also proved impossible to pass 
my experience to our son: each one has to undergo the experience 
for himself . Jeremy, who finished his politics degree at Exeter 
degree last summer , has swallowed a mas•sive dose of Marxism 
despite the right-of-centre bias of the Exeter department. Of 
course the despicable right-wing bias of the Thatcher govt. 
make it easy for the Marxists to pick up suckers - interesting 
that today's Guardian has an article by Peter Hain in which he 
more or less says that he has passed out of that phase - but I 
also find that there does not seem to be anyone on what I would 
call the sensible left who gets anything into print in the way 
that Crosland and Crossman did twenty years ago. The other magnet 
for these chaps is Benn , not exactly my favourite politician for 
credibility with his outrageous verbal excesses. On the other 
hand I must say that 'Marxism Today', the CP's monthly journal , 
has become a very readable and widely read magazine, so much so 
that every now and then The Guardian prints a resume of one 
of its contributions. This causes apoplexy on both left and right 
of 'Marxism Today' . I have side-tracked into the impact of M-..'fy,·SIY. 
in the UK instead of asking you to tell me more of the pheno-
menon in SA - from the little I have read they seem to have 
burrowed their way into academic respectability in SA as well 
which , given the political pressures is both surprising and to 
be expected. The only reference to their thinking that I have 
seen here is that they proclaim "the 'struggle ' to be a class 
war rather than a 'race war' - if correctly reported, that seems 
to me to be little more than a cover. Tell me ~ore, if you· can. 
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The other major recruiting agent for the Marxists , whtf..ver 
they are, must be that buffoon in the White House. Buffoon is 
probably the wrong word, as this man is far more of a menace 
than a buffoon could possibly be . The American role world-wide 
must be the despair of anyone looking for a better world , 
and Africa is no exception to that thought. From here it 
very much looks as though your govt. has measured up the 
Reagan administration's attitude as being 'you just get on with 
getting rid of as many commies as you can' . That they have been 
able to do what they have done in Angola and Namibia is really 
too bad to be credible . I am inclined to be more tolerant of the 
latest news from the Maputo front- of course the South Africans 
have been almost equally callous there, but from this distance 
it looks as though they are really negotiating with the Machel 
governmt. now. The result of any negotiations will presumably 
make the ANC task harder but I doubt whether they can really 
be throttled back very hard. Your comments on the African political 
movements inside SA are always interesting - I should be surprised 
if there was not some form of synergism between the internal 
and external political forces , despite their mutual distrust. 
Incidentally, I have just re-read Johnson's 'Will SA survive?' 
and find it somewhat jounalistic in approach : the man almost 
certainly has a very good understanding of the situation but 
is constantly concerned with the behind-the- scenes activities 
of the actors in the play . 

Are you writing anything besides REALITY these days? You should 
really sit down to write a book about the last twenty-five 
years - I could always feed you a replay of your impromptu 
thoughts over that period, unless I was moved to go into print 
by publishing your part of our correspondence over that period . 
God forbid , but there is the thought that the SB may also be 
able to put out that sort of material . 

I seem to have said enough. The rest would only be moans about 
the nastiness of the system here . Well, at least Botham is 
taking wickets and making runs (if those silly Kiwis will insist 
on dropping catches) but here at home it looks as though we shall 
hear a lot more of the Boycott saga . Today's Guardian also has 
a somewhat nauseating bit by Trevor Bailey - never a man to 
whom I could take kind l y , his comments from the commentary box 
are almost as unloveable as his batting was - about cricket at 
the Wanderers ground in Jo'burg . 

Now that you have no more reason for not being able to read the 
script I hope that you have not found it too much of a struggle 
getting through to the end of this epistle . I trust that you 
are all well , and hope that the same can be said of Mr. P . : I noticed 
in the paper that he was 81 a week or two ago. No word of any of 
the younger Patons , or Nancy, for ages. 

Yours , with regards to all, 


