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3200. 

Sir, 

P. O.Box 71, Pc1~1~1~(1.+!=to 
Hilton, 

• 

I hope none of your readers will take too ser iously Denis Beckett 's arguments in 
his recent article in the Witness, trying to per suade them to spoil their papers on 
referend.um day. 

11he fact of the matter is, however many people spoil their papers on November 
2nd, there is going to be a result that day. Either the "Yes"'sote or the "No" vote 
will win, not the spoilt papers, and, that being the case, one has to cast one's vote 
wher e it is likely to be least damaging to the future of us all. 

As I understand it one of the main rea,olll:l aj.~foed.A'"~no-Nationaliste for 
voting "Yee" on referendum day i s that the i'a1i'~bHl.rtyl"Ej constitutional propos
als (-beeauee the, m.·en• ~~lee-ts)- might one day prove to have been a "step in 
the right direction•· for Blacks. This is not a view shared by many Bl acks. 

The recent Transvaal meeting of six homeland leaders, the Inter-denomina·~ional 
African Ministers' Association and black businessmen completes the circle of black 
opposition t o Mr. Botha' s proposals. White South Africa is being urged to vote ''No" 
in this referendum by 1) the people who attended that meeting, 2) the lead.ere of the 
Cathol ic, Anglican and Methodist Churches which, at the last census, counted amongst 
their adherents 4 million black Christians, 3) Chief Gatsha Buthelezi and the Black 
Alliance, 4) the United Democratic Front, supported by more than 400 organisations 
across the country, 5) the Black Consciousness Movement, 6) t he Black Trade Union 
Movement. Together this represents the moat compreheasive agreement on a single 
issue that black South Africa has ever achieved, the authentic voice of total black 
rejection of the Botha proposals. 

Black expereience of apartheid and the Nationalists is far more fundamental 
t han that of any white voter who 'Wi 11 be voting in this referendum. They most. em
phatically regard these p~oposals as a step in the wrong direction for~, and to 
suggest otherwise is an affront to their intelligence, only the latest in a long line , 
of white South African "leave it to us, we know what's best for you" affronts ix>that 
intelligence. 

White people have a vote on November 2nd, black peopl e do not. Every white 
voter who is neither a Nationalist nor a Conservative has the responsibility to use 
that vote to the beet perceived advantage not only of himself but of those who won't 
be voting that day. 

I f you believe that black views on the future shape of our society are of any 
importance and that South Africa's f uture can only be securely based on an accommoda
tion which ~lack people accept and suppo-c-t , then you can only vote 1'110 11 on referepdum 
day. 

Yours f ai th.fully, 

Peter Brown. 


