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GEI'TING THROUGH TO THE NEDERDU!!SE GEB.EFO:RMPDDE KERK ? ALAN· JC l~ (() 3 / µ ;J ,,,.. 
. PAroN LY i9ao 

( Report on visit,, to a Dutch .Reformed Church Minister) cr;~fi. · 

, 

Feeling discouraged and disturb~d about the current situation in which scores of "leade, l':'" ·. 
were locked:·up in preventive detention or under other security provisions that imprison 
without trial,"while schoolchiltlren and students boycotted educational institutions, and 
workers came"'.9ut on police-harassed strikes, a few of us decided to try and "get througt ': 
to the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk (the Dutch Reformed Church) . 

A NOI'E TO THE DRC , . . . 
Someone had the idea of taking a large bouquet of flowers to the Groote Kerk in Cape 
TCMn for the 7 p.m. ·service on Sunday, 13th July, with a note saying: 

11To those in authority in the Dutch Reformed Church: 
We, concerned White citizens of Cape Town, address this sincere appeal to you as 
deeply religious people, to intercede with the Goverment for the release of all 
those detained without trial, many of whom }w.ve been on hunger strike for days. 
We urge you to heed this appeal for the sake of future peace in South Africa." 

We signed this note merely as Concerned White Citizens because frankly there seemed to 
us to be no known channels by-which people with our views could convey our feelings to 
the church that has most influence with our rulers. Further, the only Afrikaans news
paper in Cape Town has refused to carry statements about the detainees or the kind we 
would like to see published. So, in the event, we took the flowers and note to the churc.!-

E_INDING A CONI'ACT 

The following day we telephoned Dominee Alan Boesak of the N.G. Sending Kerk (the 
"Coloured" Mission church) to ask for the name of an appropriate dominee of the Groote . 
Kerk we might try to contact - appropriate only in that he might be friendly enough to 
actually see us. We know there is a vast gulf between the Sending and the White 
"Moeder" Kerk, but wErre appalled to learn that in fact a person in Alan's position 
hardiy knOl(ls any of the White Ministers personally. And~ don't know any of the 
Black or 11 Coloured11 Ministers, it seems - fellow priests of their own denomination! 
Ds Boesak said that recently he and 4 others had interviewed the full Moderamen of the 
Kerk at Stellenbosch ( see note at end) and for 2 hours pleaded with them as never before, 
asking them to speak out against .Apartheid. They said this was impossible and would 
have to wait until the General Synod meets again in 4 years time! So Ds. Boesak wished 
us luck in our approach, ~ut held out no hope that it would s.ucceed. He gave us the 
name of a DRC Minister who · could possibly be regarded as "verl'ig". I telephoned him 
and staggering on in inadequate Afrikaans, secured an at>pointment for the next day. 
He was clearly puzzled bymy request for an interview, but to his credit agreed to see 
me. 

WITH THE MOTHER OF A DE1' AINEE 
At noon on 16th July I arrived on his doorstep, a substantial house in Oranjezicht. But 
I was not alone. I had asked Mrs. L.A. to accompany me, not o.n1Y because she is Afri
kaans, and a leading member of the Women's Movement for Peac.e, but primarily because 
she is the·-'mother of a young student at present being held under Section 6 of the 
Terrorism Act. We were both somewhat nervous, being keenly aware of the gulfs that 
separate us South Africans, and already wondering why we were wasting our time this way . 
However, we were cordially received by the dominee, a man with a typical Afrikaans 
dominee 1s face,1 ·quite goodlooking but hard, clearly ari · authoritarian, with penetrating 
eyes only occS:sionally softened by a slight smile . I introduced Mrs. L.A. and stuinbled 
through the purpose of. 0ur visit. Fortunately L.A. is extremely articulate in Afrika~s 
and, speaking fi'oni the heart of a mother enduring· the anguish of her son I s imprisonment 
incommunicado under the Terrorism Act, she spe+led out for th~ dominee just what such 
detention implies···- the fact that her· son ·had been taken without warning from her home, 
that n9-one is able to visit him; not herself, nor a lawyer or priest, nor a doctor of 
his choice. She has no knowledge of any reason why the police should have acted 
against her son. He is a faithful Christian from a deeply religious Christian home. 
She knows he cares · deepl;:-_ about tf?.:e situation in South Africa. Why, she asked, can he 
not be brought to court -a'nd charged with an offence, if the police believe he has done 
something wro·ng? Why hold him indefinitely without trial? The dominae was clearly 
moved by her suffering •. He said ·a:s much, but then commented that it is usual for 
young people who are idealistic to act in an impetuous way, or in such a f aahion that 
they get into trouble ~ ... 
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2. 
MANY ARE IN DETENI' ION 
I spoke about the recent detention of some 394 people , many regarded by the 
authori ties as "leaders" of Black and Brown South Africans , bei ng held iii. prison 
under the Internal Security Act in preventive detention mer ely because the Gover n
ment believe that, in taking hostages , they will be able to re- establish the kind 
of order that passes for peace in our country. I told the dominee that members 
of the Women I s Movement for Peace had interviewed the Minister of Police , Mr . le 
Grange, about the detentions and he had said he was "taking a calculated risk" in 
the hope of ending the boycotts by creaming off those regarded as the leader ship. 
To me this was no way to solve the problem, in fact it was provocative and made 
matters wor se. The dominee seemed to agree that it would be pr eferable for people 
to be given a hearing in court, but made a point of saying he knows Mr. le Grange 
as a "fine man, a r eal Christian" and that the authorities must have their reasons 
for acting in this way. 
DOMINEE 1S VIE.-1 OF THE SCHOOL BOYCarT 
His view of the students boycott was that initially they had started out in a 
disciplined way, with legitimate grievances, but that a 11 skolly" element had taken 
over, and there were those deliberately manipulating children for devious political 
reasons, which was despicable . He attacked the actions of those who looted, com7 
mitted arson, destroyed or damaged "their own11 buildings and surroundings_.. L.A·; 
was very good in pointing to the sociological factors that influence this kind of 
behaviour, and it was interesting to me to see that on several points her responses 
seemed to give him pause. 
11 I .AM Nor INVOLVED IN PQLIT ICS11 

Throughout the interview the dominee made it clear that he is fully extended in 
his parish work, counselling people on the brink of divorce or other troubled 
situations , and that he himself is not a politician, but thanks God he is not in 
the Prime Minister's shoes. He continually distanced himself f r om the need to 
play some active role in the politics of this situation of crisis , yet he prays 
daily for God to send some per son with the necessary power to find an "oplossing", 
a solution to our troubles in South Africa. The chasm between his and our per-
ceptions of political reality was most clearly r evealed when we got on the subj ect 
of Zimbabve . The dominee told us about his older brother's experience in 
Rhodes_ia, of the great yet now unappreciated contribution made by White settlers, 
espec•ially in agriculture . During the war 11 terrorists 11 had shot his brother I s 
cattle , particularly a bull worth $12 ,000 . 11 In Rhodesia my brother was a rich man, 
to-day in South Africa he is a poor man. 11 We wondered if he ever contrasted his 
brother's wealth with the pover ty of Rhodesian Blacks , or realised what an impor
tant lesson Zimbabwe presented to us South Africans , if we would only learn. 

"EVEN THE WHITE GROUPS CANNar FIND EP_CH OTHEP.11 

The dominee said he really did not know what the solution to our problems is, but 
one of the difficulties was that even the two White groups , English- speaker s aoo 
Afrikaner s , were unable to 11 find each other" • He spoke of a recent effort by his 
denomination to approach other churches with a view to having a campaign of unity 
in their common belief in Jesus Christ, and of difficulties encounter ed because 
other denominations saw this as a political ploy and refused to participate . He 
appreciated the Anglican Archbishop's participation in the service held in the 
Nervi Hall, but he himself had been disappointed by the small attendance . The 
dominee seemed unaware that his denomination is regarded by the majority of 
churchgoers (Blacks) in other denominations as the Apartheid church, so that 
nothing would induce them at this stage t o participate in a religious occasion 
when the participants seem blind to the terrible reality of their daily lives , 
in which they are denied the dignity, opportunities and responsibility of 
political and economic power . If, said the dominee , the Whites cannot co
operate, what chance is there of gaining the co- operation of the other races? 
He mentioned the proposed President 1 s Council as an indication of the Government 1s 
sincerity in creating a new constitution with the White, "Coloured", Indian and 
Chinese groups participating - and the Blacks (to his credit he hesitated slightly 
with a small shoulder- shrug) hopefully to be brought in at some later stage . For 
one without invol vement in politics, he clearly totally supported Afrikaner Nation
alism, yet he was worried about the present and the future of South Africa. 

/LEI'TER TO THE DRC • • • 



3. 
A LEI'TER TO THE NG KERK 
I told the dominee about our efforts to make contact with his Church ../ia the presen
tation of the bouquet. He had heard nothing about this, although he works at the 
Groote Kerk, and read nothing, although it was reported in the~~ - but would 
such a person even read the Cape Times? I then handed him a letter, prepared before 
our interview, in which we as concerned citizens of Cape Town, asked him to try and 
influence the leaders of his Church to intercede with the Government. (Copy attached). 
I apologised for the letter being in English, but he said this was all right. Yet I 
knew it was not good enough to try to get through to Afrikaners in the English langua£ 
and this is a failure most of us are guilty of. We ended the interview by thanking 
him for having seen us, but making it clear that we had no hope he would actually be 
able to help us in our situation. 

ROLE OF NG KERK IN PREPARING FOR CHANGE? 
I have written this report in some detail because there must be skilled people within 
the various denominations who make it their aim to bridge some of the gaps between 
people of different religions, and they may find this account helpful. If some of 
the most intelligent, concerned Christian leaders in the Dutch Reformed Church are so 
distanced from any proper appreciation of the realities of the political situation, 
how can we expect that the mass of Nationalist Party supporters will allow their 
leaders in Government to usher in any really meaningful changes? What is the role, 
or absence of such, of the N.G. Kerk ministers in pr eparing Whites for change? How 
can they influence Whites to accept Blacks as brothers, when the Ministers themselves 
do not even know each other as between the White 11Mother" church and the Black and 
Brown Missionary churches? 

(Report written by Mrs. D. Cleminshaw) 

LEI'TER TO DOMINEE, NG KERK, DATED 16TH JULY , 1980. 
"Thank you very much for agreeing to meet, as we have to-day. We are total stranger: 
and to some extent trapped into situations by history, yet we believe that we can sha 
ideas that may help to bring peace in the future. 

We would appreciate it very much if you would bring to the attention of those in 
authority in the Dutch Reformed Church that we, concerned White citizens of Cape Town 
appeal to the:-! to intercede with the Government for the release of all those who are 
detained without trial , many of whom have been on hunger strikes . 

We r ealise that we may hold vastly different views on many subjects, but it is our
firm opinion that, as the resumption of schools boycotts and other disturbances showr 
the imprisonment of scores of II leaders" is a wasteful, self defeating tactic, quite 
apart from the injustice of holding people in gaol without trial. The least the 
Dutch Reformed Church could do, we feel , accepting that they are the r eligious leader. 
closest to our rulers, is to urge that a way be opened to the or dinary courts of law . 
The most they could do would be to urge our rulers to heed the appeals now coming 
from all sides that we set in process the means whereby all who live in South Africa 
can share meaningfully in political and economic power, so that we may achieve real 
peace based on justice.W.th d • h y ·nc r 1 i goo wises, ours si e e y, 

Signed for Concerned White Citizens of Cape Town. 

MODERAMEN OF NG KERK (c/o Theological Faculty, Stellenbosch) . 
Ds GSJ Meiller, Moderator and Editor of 11 DIE KERKBODE11

• (/r,,lay from s .A. till 18.8.80) 
56 Dolfyn Rylaan, Bloubergrant, 7405 . Tel. 56.1779 
11 Ker kbode11 office : Tel. 22 .9507. P .o. Box 1444, Cape Town,.!flOO. 
Ds Jan Hanekom Ds O.S . Raubenheimer 
Ds Dirk Hatting 
Dr . J. J . Fourie ( .Pdmini strative Of f i cer) 

NGK Information Office: 

~.nf.!STERS AT GROorE KERK, 
Ds JMG Prins Tel . 
Ds J vd Westhuizen 11 

Ds JGJ van Vuuren 11 

Tel. 22.2595 . 

CAPE T~N 
45 .2333 
45 .1606 
22.9290 


