
2, Buchan Road, Newlands, Cape: 7700 . 

20 th February, 1977 • • 

My dear Peter, 

I'm so glad you met my friend at last - what a super guy -
and a great family too. I'm sorry I had not heard about 
Edgar Brookes' wife dying. But of course one has known 
about Anne and David brea king up, and as is usually the case 
friends of both agonise for both of them. I hope to see 
David soon, my favourite friend of Rhodesia. 

I at last typed out that letter I received froma Black school
boy, son of one of our L.P. members. I mentioned it when we 
were together at dinner at Welshes. You asked me for a contri
b ution for "Reality" and I sort of half promised without tying 
myself down (only because of other work) . Now that I read 
this letter again, it strikes me it still has something impor
tant to say . If you think it suitable, please use it . I have 
o:f course disguised the names. 
Both this boy, his younger brother, and two other schoolmates 
visited me from time to time throughout the crisis period. I 
felt privileged and deeply confronted. I thanked my stars I 
had not to face such a decision as they had at their age, nor 
had my children . 
So I insisted they talk it out, what they were now feeling and 
how they saw the future, and only when they absolutely insisted 
did I finally say what I would do in s imilar circumstances. I • said they had to live with themselves in the future and should 
make their own decisions ( i.e. about returning to school or not). 
In the event at least 3 have decided to return to school. 
The two sons of our L.P. member decided to go to the country, 
and now it is up to us to help the mother with their education. 
There is no possibility of help from their father who has been 
in voluntary exile for about 16 years. The mother has a 
regular job at a hospital, but she cannot meet the burden of 
boardi n g fees, train fare s at holiday time, uniform, etc. 
I am takin~ the hat ar ound to old L.p . members here, but I do 
find them (true to form) already engaged in things like helping 
their maid's chi ldren through school, paying out R700 for the 
roof of a home for their maid , etc. So I wondered if you 
had access to any spare funds for education ? I am waiting for 
a letter from Ivor Shapiro at Umtata, who is finding out details 
for me of what the schooling costs for a year are, and could 
let you know. Peter, if it is easy, I'd be glad to have a 
contribution, but if there are problems where you are and you 
wish we could sort this small one out locally, don't hesitate 
to say so. 
We have been somewhat up to our necks here lately, with my 
dear boss getting himself a sentence of 3 months. I keep being 
amazed by my good fortune in being able to work for such a man. 

Love to you all, 


