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Dear Peter, 
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6 October 1977 

Thank you for your letter of 3rd October. As my particular 
interest at present is Michaelhouse , I can only regret that you are not 
letting us have the rest of your gift . In the present context of South 
Africa I think Michaelhouse is doing a good job - for instance it has 
produced a Peter Brown. We are publ icly committed to accepting boys of 
other races if the government will permit us to do so. 

I 
You say that you were canvassed specifically on the basis that 

the aim was to ensure independence from state support . If so, your 
canvasser got his brief wrong. The intention was always to provide new 
facil ities to ensure that Michaelhouse retained its pre- eminent position 
amongst South African schools. I believe that this object has been 
achieved (though not , as yet , fully paid for) . 

I agree that at the time that the appeal was launched for the 
new buildings the policy of the Board of Governors was not to accept a 
Provincial grant- in- aid. However , the economic pressures on ~ichaelhouse 
and the other private school s has become so heavy that we had no option 
but to accept it. The finances of the School today would have been in a 
sorry state had we not done so. It may amuse you to know that duringihe 
appeal some Old Boys refused to subscribe because we were not accepting 
the grant- in- aid. We have since re- approached these so I hope things 
are more or less evening out.-
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However, Peter, I quite appreciate your feelings. You may be 
right that your money can be more profitably spent i n other educational 
directions and you are certainly entitled to that opinion. For my part 
I believe that Michaelhouse is turning out young men who are trained to 
think for themselves , most of whom have an enlightened approach and who 
will be adaptable to whatever changes they may have to face. I think 
that our R4 million was better spent in this way than pouring it into 
the bottomless pit of money required for black education where it would 
hardl y be noticed. In any case, we would not have been able to raise 
it for the purpose, so I am convinced that we have done the right thing. 

On behalf of the School, thank you for your contribution in the 
past. 

Yours sincerely, 
' 


