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NATI ONAL DETAINEES DAY 
The Civil Rights League, 

commemorates Detainees' Day. 
We call to mind those unknown men, 

women and children, forgotten for 
months, confined incommunicado to 
nameless cells across our land. 

We think cf 18-year vld Norman Koma, 
on a police station floor, shackled to 
a table, flayed with an orange whip. 

We think of one black leader, naked 
in chains, dying in captivity, and how 
the doctors who failed to t reat him 
got off scot-free. 

How many South Africans know that 
the UDF leaders accused of treason 
were not denied bail by a judge but by 
a prosecutor? How many of us know 
that the Attorneys-General are subject 
to the Minister of Justice 11who may 
reverse any decision arrived at by an 
attorney-general and may himself ••• 
exercise any part of such authority11 

to quote the Criminal Procedure Act? 
That is, Government agencies may 

incarcerate opponents in de facto 
preventive detention, while camou
flaging it as judicial procedure. 

The State is a powerful teacher. 
Every time secret police or state oli
garchs detain a political opponent, 
they teach thei r oppor.ent s a po1 iti ca1 
style: detention without tria 1, 
flogging and other violence, are leg
itimate daily government routine. 

The Civil Rights League urges all 
South Africans to join in demanding 
the abolition of detention without 
trial, flogging and other torture. 

The rule of law, and human ri ghts 
are essential to democracy. We must 
place them on the agenda for reform. 

Keith Gott sc hal k 
CHAIRPERSON 

Report Bac k 
COMMITTEE NEWS: 

Career pressure forced the Cha i r to 
ask for six months leave of absence 
from your Corrmittee's meetings . The 
two Vice-Chairs, Brian Bi shop and 
Teddy Keen, kindly agreed t o take up 
the burden in the interim. 

The League sent flowers and 
solidarity to Committee activi s t Do t 
Cleminshaw to wish her speedy 
recovery from her neurol ogical 
operation back to fighting f itness . 
It is typical of Dot that t o the day 
before her operation she negotiated 
for a new secretary for us. Bea 
Cornell, who has long similarl y ai ded 
the Black Sash. 

PUBLIC STATEMENTS: 

Your League petitioned the Government 
to unconditionally release Mr Nelson 
Mandela and other politi ca l 
prisoners, as detailed below. 

League statements published incl ude 
objecting to the Minister of Law and 
Order (nie Police), Mr Le Grange ' s 
sinister rationalization of 
inconrnunicado detention in solitary 
confinement: 11evidence does not fal l 
out of air". 

We listed court records of where 
evidence had "fallen" out of fi s ts, 
boots and electrodes, and how t he 
torturers responsible enjoyed 
subsequent promoti on to t he hi ghes t 
ranks of the Security Branch. 

The League congrat ula ted the courage 
of Cape Tunes edi t or Tony Heard in 
runn i ng a speech by banned editor 
Donal d Woods , so the newspaper could 
pr i nt both sides of a debate ; and 
endorsed Heard's forceful critique of 



the Government's •continuing plunder of 
llamibia 11

• 

Committee members Brian Bishop and Noel 
Cox placed letters in the press on the 
desegregation of Sea Point Pavilion 
swimming pool and the black school 
crisis respectively. 

The League unsuccessfully tried to get 
the press to publish statements 
criticising the Medical and Dental 
Council's attempt. since abandoned. to 
victimize, by removing from the roll a 
doctor who was jailed for a political 
offence; and criticising ~he ~mear 
campaign and other psychological 
warfare "dirty tricks" waged, prima 
facie, by the secret service 
establishment. 

LOBBYING AND CORRESPONDENCE 

The Chair wrote to diary publishers 
about their including the school 
holidays of white, but not black 
schools. and Jewish. but not Islamic 
holidays. They replied the problem 
lay in the lateness of such information 
becoming available from the relevant 
state and ecclesiastical authorities. 

Di Bishop. MPC and League co11111ittee 
member. continued to assist the victims 
of state repression in Cradock, and 
help CRADORA (Cradock Residents' 
Association) office-bearers who were 
detained or otherwise harassed. 

For example. Molly Blackburn, MPC and 
Co11111issioner of Oaths, has sworn 
evidence that the police and their 
informers petrol-bombed ODF-CRADORA 
leader Mr Gladwell Makhawula's house. 
The International Red Cross is, in its 
usual discreet manner, taking an 
interest in certain state actions. 

Several members of the diplomatic corps 
discussed the state of human rights in 
South Africa with various members of 
the committee. 

COOPERATION WITH COGNATE ORGANISATIONS 

Both the League's President, Sir 
Richard Luyt, and its Chair, Keith 
Gottschalk, were re-elected honorary 
Vice-Presidents of NUSAS. 

Keith Gottschalk assisted the research 
of the Ecumenical Support Group in 

criticising a prima facie secret 
service smear campa1gn against a 
clergyman who is a prominent political 
opponent of tne Government. 

The Chair gave research assistance to a 
local Conscientious Objector Support 
Group. 

The League . drew the attention of 
Lawyers for Human Rights ·to a 
prosecution technique effectively 

To His Exce_llency 

The Civil Rights League petitions 
Mr P W Botha, to release Mr 
prisoners, just as he unconditiona 

Since the law of the land makes 
punishable in the normal way, 
conditions for amnesty to politica 

Revoking t he decrees 
organizations, such as 
of assembly and other 
speed our country's 
Parliamentary politics. 

banning 
Proclamat 
peaceful 

transitio 

All of us South Africans pay the 
of lawful, peaceful activities 
resultant polarization and violenc 

All of us So~th Africans share th 
the benefits of, an imaginativ 
politics. 

The Civil Rights League urge 
unc onditionally release Mr Ne 
prisoners, and unban suppressed 
first step to return to the politi 

circumventing the statutory limits on 
imprisonment magistrates may impose. 
Where an accused faced the maximum 
sentence on each of several dozen 
charges for rape and housebreaking, a 
magistrate sentenced this accused to 
twenty-eight years imprisonment, which 
if not partly concurrent, would have 
totalled thirty-seven years 
imprisonment: quadruple the average 
Supreme Court sentence. 

The Supreme Court is surely the 
.appropriate tribunal for crimes of such 
gravity. 



' 
ADAC, the Detention Action Conrnittee, 
has invited your Chair to attend its 
detainees' treatment workshops, later 
in the year, where it designs · 
physiotherapy and psychiatric 
rehabiliation for the victims of 
Special Branch detention and torture in 
South Africa. 

The League launches 
Pacem (Parents and 
Mil i tari za tion) to 

'he State Pres id en t 

a movement Ad 
Children E'iia' 

further Peace, 

His Excellency the State President, 
~elson Mandela and other political 
ly released Mr Andimba Ja Toivo . 

✓ iolent political activities crimes 
it is unnecessary to impose further 
prisoners. 

the ANC and other political 
) R 119/ 1960, and permitting freedom 
political activities, will greatly 

from armed c onflict to normal 

)rice for continued criminalization 
)y banned politi c al parties: the 

responsibility for, and will enjoy 
.y negotiated return to peaceful 

the Government to swiftly and 
;on Mandela and other po litic al 
organizations, as the prerequisite 

, of nego tiation. 

Justice and Participation. Fifteen 
years after the League's 1970 
Conference resolution on conscientious 
objection we repeat its aims: 

* end conscription; 

* extend 
of cos to 
convi ctions 
religious; 

the grounds for recognition 
include deeply held ethical 
against war, even if non 

* create alternative, 
programmes for 
co11111unity-related service 

non-racia 1 
voluntary 

directed by 

educational, welfare and reli gi ous 
agencies. Work towards state 
recognition of such prograr;ynes as 
constructive, peace-making forms of 
national service. 

THE NEW KING CREON 

The Civil Rights League urges the 
United Nations Organization to add the 
following 31st article, not before 
deemed necessary, to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights: 

"All people have the right t o bury 
their dead, without being added to the 
dead." (Or otherwise molested, 
teargassed, flogged or shot at with 
bullets, rubber or lead.) 

The spiral of events overwhelms the 
ability of any human rights news
letter to keep up with them, from the 
police shootings at Cradock to the 
police shootings at Crossroads to the 
police shootings at Uitenhage-Langa. 
There is not the space to corrment on 
events in detail. All South African 
individuals and organisations 
concerned with human rights can, 
however, seriously consider urging 
three principles: 
(1) As long a~ the police carry 
fireanns, and as long as the Police 
Act and its statutory ana 1 ogues 
literally empower the police with 
licence to kill, even where a teenager 
is fleeing with a bunch of stol en 
grapes, so long will the toll of 
police killings rise. 

Ca 11 s for Mr Le Grange to resign are 
of symbolic value, but miss the point 
in a Government operating by 
collective cabinet responsibility for 
policy and legislation 
The police were not automatically 
anned before 1948, and shoul d be 
disarmed forthwith, except where 
there is reason to believe they might 
be shot at themselves with firearms. 
Only this can compel the police force 
to confine itself to non-lethal 
technology and methods, which cover a 
formidable enough range. 
Further, the successive Police Act 
amendments widening the circumstances 
under which ~olice may lawfully kill 
persons, sue as fleeing suspects, 
should be revoked. 

(2) The 
garrison 

police 
of an 

kill, acting as if a 
occupying force in 
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conquered enemy territory. Growing 
numbers of people kill even petty 
collaborators and their families i n 
scenes South Afri cans have not 
wit~essed since the killing of 
Quislings ana Vichyites in 
newly-liberated Europe. 

There is no way any civi l rights 
league can seek to justify any of 
this . Civil war i s destruc tive of 
human rights. That the Nationalist 
Government considers confrontation and 
insurrection preferable to abandoning 
municipal apa rtheid; that it considers 
rule at gunpoint preferable to 
revoking the Black Local Authorities 
Act, played a major role in pre
cipitati ng the polarization , resis
tance and killings 1984 and 1985. 

The municipal franchise sh~uld be 
extended to a11, regardless OT colour 
or c 1 ass, forthwith. "Management Com
mf ttees • and "Black Local Authorities" 
only extend municipal segregation here 
along the lines of the prototype 
"third-tier authority" apartheid the 
Government imposed upon Namibia. 
Perpetuating municipal voters' 
apartheid, or substituting rule by a 
wealthy minority for rule by a white 
minority, is neither compatible with 
democratic decision - making in 
government, nor removes the racist and 
class bias in the burden of municipal 
revenue, and in the allocation of 
municipal resources. 

(3) All wounded persons have the right 
to medical treatment without police 
harassment. All doctors and nurses 
have the right and duty to treat 
wounded persons without police 
harassment. 

The continuing press reports of 
polic~ arresting and charging en bloc 
wounded patients in hospitals, and 
ordering private doctors to refuse to 
treat them, if true, must end 
forthwith. 

The Civil Rights League calls upon the 
Medical and Dental Council and the 
Nursing Council to give a cl ear.and 
une uivocal declaration of the r1 ht 
an uty to g1ve an rece1ve me ca 
t reatment without police harassment. 

SECRETARY : Bea Cornell 
P.O. Box 394 
7735 CLAREMONT 
Telephone: (021) 693-510 

CLOSING THOUGHTS 

All members 
renewed their 
please do so 
will not waft 
cannot wait for 

who have not already 
subscriptions should 

immediately. Landlords 
for rent; secretaries 

their wage: 

SUBSCRIPTIONS SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO : 
The Secretary 
Civil Rights League 
P.O. Box 394 
CLAREMONT 
7735 
'Phone : (021 )693-510 

Membership is a minimum of RS per 
year: donations above this minim~ are 
gratefully received . To cater for 
members who are retired or other 
persons of limited means , and members 
currently unempl oyed, the League 
created a new minimum category of R2 
per year membership fees applicable to 
members in such circumstance. 

To compensate for this, your C011111ittee 
is considering introducing a category 
of donor members, who might pay a 
minimum of R20 per year. In the 
meantime, such donati ons are both 
welcome and needed. 

Please think of mentioning the Civil 
Rights League in your will. Your 
attorney will do this for you with 
pleasure. Re liance from overseas 
donors is undesirable~ we prefer t o 
depend upon donations from our members. 

The League regrets the death of Ms 
Eliza Hawkins , at 93, and extends 
condolences to her friends and family. 

May we leave each member with a 
thought? 

Each time a member dies, or writes to 
the secretary that frailty confining 
her to an old age home means continued 
membership serves no further purpose, 
the League shrinks by one . 

Not only to grow, but to just maintain 
our strength, the Civil Rights League 
depends on each one of us , commi ttee or 
rank and file member alike, recruiting 
a new member, especi ally someone 
younger than ourself. This is how the 
(eague , and human rights in South 
Africa, may be strengthened. 


