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ALLEVI ATION OF CENSORSH I P 

The Nationdlist Government's Fitth State 
o r: Emergency n et::; been 1 ifted, uxceptiug 
in t.!te Province or Natal . Several la ws 
whi c h rest r1 cL p1ess Jreedom remdin i11 
force. 

Editorial: 
I il i s News l e r. r. 1:: r 1 ~ 01 ..i 1 rt L y 
concerned wi Lll Lwo top i cs: 
Lhings thdt are needed f or 
real democracy, anrl d viral 
.:ind H8gle<;ted component ut 

democracy, Women 's Rights. 

Dr . Ken Hughes has contri
buted a valuable article 
on the first is3Ue. The 
second, in particular 
women's right to conLrol 
their own fertility, has been 
taken up by the League in 

• recen L weeks. We are glad 
to hear thdt UWC women are 
holding a similar focus 
this month, and that IDASA 
are planning a worksh op 
for later Lhis year. 

A~ the process towaras rea l 
negotiation .tor peace 1n th e 
New South Attica is in ter -
rupted by i n c reasingly 
fero ci ous bloonletting in 
the black lowu std ps, women 
should exert their inf luen ce 
dS never before in the demand 
fo r peaceful resoluti on of 
pr·oblems. 

Peace is not just the absen ce 
of violence - 1t 1s the 
pr esenct of justice and com
pass i on. 

HARMS COMM ISSION 

The Ledgue hds co11Li uueu ro 
support calls f0t Lhe wlden 
ing of the teems uf reference 
of this Co mmiss iun, to no 
avail. 

We supported a Black Sash 
publi c meeting regdrding the 
death squads on 19th June, at 
which Mrs. Molly Lubowski, 
mother of murdered Adv.~nton 
Lubowski, made a pQwerful 
statement of protest. She 
subseque ntly wrote: 
"We have so much pain to worlc 
thro ugh every day and we miss 
our beloved son so very much. 
Sometimes I think that I have 
no more tears left but they 
keep on com ing." 



t 

EMERGENCY LIFTED BUT THE 
PATHOLOGY LINGERS LONG. 

The .lparLheid government's 
lates t S eate o f Emerge ncy was 
partidlly l ifted. on ,c. .1 J une 
dtt e 1 Lhtee years. 

During Lhat time enormo us 
power s were applied to crack 
duwn on pol it ical opposition. 
Accu1ding to the Human Rights 
Commission, ov~t 4U UUO were 
tieL.:iined iudefin.itelv. More 
Lhan JO community 
u1ganisdtions were banned. 
Prass restrictions blacked o ut 
t eal inrormatiou . If the 
number u! detentions fr o m the 
partial Stale of Emergency 
declared o n 21 July 1985 dte 

added Lo the figure , it is 
estimated tu toLal over 50 
uou , wiLh almosL hali being 
c.; liildren, some as young dS lU . 

LdSL yea1 some 657 detainees 
WtHB released and. then 
1estrict ed, in an a t tempt Lo 
curta 1 l their participation in 
politi c al activism. 

Publi cations were seized and 
ne ws papers s us pe nded , 
i n cl uding "New Nation", 
"Weekly Mail" a nd "South". 

Audrey Coleman 01 the 
Detainee's Aid Centre said the 
real cost of these laws had 
been that the lowest ranking 
police officer was thereby 
enabled to throw a person into 
gaol withuut having to provide 
sufficient Just:ilication for 
doing so, and for no specltic 
pe1i0d. 

The impdct u! these dCt ions 
llas destroyed families, homes, 
individuJls , pditiculorly 
youths. The psychological 
damage done, buth to the 
political opponent.. of 
apartlie1u and , let u::s not 
forget, to those who wielded 
such excessive powe r during 
the State of Eme rgency will 
linger long , pe r hap s f or 
generations . 
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THE END CONSCRI PTI ON CAMPAIGN 
( EC C) Conta c t/Pr o j ec t s 
~ornmiLLee mt: ~ L::s every We<luc::s 
ddy in Ubse.cvatory ~t 6 pt'.t. 
The G~nera l Bod y ( d1 scu~s 1on 
a nd decisio11 -rnak1ng fotund 
meets un the first Ihursd.dy 
e ve r y mo n th at 8 pm in 
Rondebosch. fe lepnune: 
Laur i e 4bl.33Gu 
Kevin 417.3744 
SLeven 685.1613 

THE CAPE TOWN ECOLOCY GROUP 
PLANS TO HOLD AN I MPORTANT 
CO NFERENCE I N APRIL 199 1 
ENT I TLED "Eco lg,gise Pol i tics , 
Po liti c ise Ecol o'gy " . They 
inv it e i n teres ted parties to 
attena a workshop over the 
weekend 7-9 September , at 
McGrego r in the Bo l and, to 
discuss the essent i als of 
t he confe r ence. 
Telephone and lea ve your 
name a nd number wit h t he 
CTEG answeri ng mac h i ne : 
021: 689 1757. Write: 
P.O. Box 13118, Mowbray 7705. 

Thanks to IFDA Dossier 75 76 
(IM UtM &ado- [N"3S, 1989], Box 1974, Marlon. OH 43305, USA) 
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W O MEN 'S R I G H T S 

A policy statem~ot by tne ANC's 
national executive committee in 
June 1990 called ror a CHARTER 
OF WOMEN'S RIGHTS. Patriarchal 
attitudes weLe detrimental to 
the struggle for liberation, it 
stated. Women's tight to control 
their own fertility should be 
protected. There should be 
equal and Just child - care within 
the family. 

The 1954 FEDS AW (Federation of 
South African Women) Charter 
included within its aims that 
women s hould have equal rights 
with men in relation to property, 
marriage and children. 

The Black Sash Women's Charter, 
as revised in 1979, include s a 
declaration that every woman 
should have the right to dec1ae 
whether or not she will bear 
children. 

THE UNITED NATIONS "CONVENTION 
ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS 
OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN" 0 

is essentially a bill of rights 
for women. It sets forth 
internationally accepted stan
dards for achieving equal rights 
for women. By July 1988, 94 
countries had ratified or 
acceded to the Convention. 

The Convention has 16 substan
tive articles, from which we 
quote: 
"Aware that a change in the 
traditional role of men as 
well as the role of women in 
society and in the family is 
needed tu achieve fu11 · equal
i ty betwe€n men and wo men ... 

" Article 12. 1. Sta t es Parties 
s hall take a l l appr o p r i at e 
mea s u res to e l i mina t e d i s c r i m
inati on a gains t wo men in the 
f ield of hea lt h c are in o r d e r 
t o ensure, o n a ba si s of e q ua l
ity of men and wo men, a c c e ss t o 
heal t h c are services, inc luding 
t h o se r e lat e d to fami l y planning . 
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o The UN adopted t h~ Conven t ion 
on 1 7th Dece mber 1 979. 

"Article 16. 1 States Parti e s 
. . . s ha ll 111 particul a r e nsu r e, 
o n a basis of equality of men and 
women: ... e; The same rights to 
decide fr·eely and responsibly on 
the number and spacing o f their 
children and to have access to the 
information, edu~ation and means 
to enable them to exercise these 
r i gh ts; " 

There are 1 2 articles describing 
reporting procedures to a UN 
committee, required of the States 
thdt are parLy to the Con vention, 
and var io u s guidelines to e n s ure 
un iform reporting on the status of 
women. Among these: -
( Articl e 12 . ) ... " What is the unmet 
need for contracept i on? 

" What lega l or 
cultural o b stacles are the re to 
women recei v ing health c a re 
services , including family plan-
ning? , 

"Is the husband's 
authorization required, either by 
law or in practice, before a 
married woman can receive health 
services including family planning? 

"ls abort i on legal? 
If so, under what circumstances? 
Is the cost of abortion covered 
under national insurance or social 
security? Can poor women receive 
free or subsidized abor;t i ons? If 
abort i on is leg al, how ava ilable 
are services in practice? 

" If a b o rt ion is 
not legal , is it performed a ny way? 
What sta tistics a re ava i la b le for 
d e at h a n d/or illness d ue o r 
rela ted t o abo rt ion ? Wha t 
provis i o n s are made fo r c are of 
wome n wi th i n comp l e t e a b o r tions? " 

Sout h Afri c a i s n o t listed among 
the 94 c oun tr i es t hat have ratified 
o r acc eded t o the above Convention . 
WP. s ho u ld enco urage our g overnment 
to take this st e p . We sho ul d 
also r ea d the comp le t e doc umen t 
or the Con v en t i on, bec ause tt 
deals wi th many o ther aspec ts 
o f disc riminat ion agains t women , 
and wi ll certai n ly h el p in the 
thinking and wording of the 
propose d Charter o f Wo men's 
Rights . 
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Hecklers, speakers 
clash over abortion 
By SHARKEY ISAACS, Staff Reporter 
SPEAKERS on abortion clashed with anti
abortionists at a lively public meeting in Ron
debosch and a heckler was reprimanded for 
calling one of the speakers a liar_. 

Professor Mike Savage of the Department of So-
. c iology at UCT chaired last night's debate organ
ised by the Civil Rights League to discuss the De
partment of Health's call for ideas on changes to 
the controversial Abortion and Sterilisatlon Act. 
The deadline for submissions is June 30. 

The panel of speakers consisted of University of 
the Western Cape law lecturer Mr Jeremy Sarkin
Hugbes, UCT history lecturer Dr Helen Bradford, 
who has studied two centuries of abortion in South 
Africa, Dr Trudy Thomas, who has worked as a 
community doctor for more than 20 years, and Dr 
Marg Dyer of the Abortion Reform Action Group. 

Professor Savage limited hecklinJ and interjec
tions and reprimanded a "pro-life' speaker who 
called a panel speaker a liar. 

He allowed "open debate" on the pros and cons 
of abortion after urging the audience of abollt 200 
to give panelists a chance to air their views. 

Keeping a tight rein on proceedings, Professor 
Savage severa1 times called to order pro-life 
speakers for not making a point and merely mak
ing statement or quoting eJCtracts from the Bible. 

Decide for themselves 
Speaking from the floor, city councillor Mn:Eu

lalie Stott said she believed women had a right to 
decide for themselves. 

. While there was religious freedom, with no-one 
having the right to force people to believe what 
they believed, a similar policy was not applied to 
abortion, Mrs Stott said. 

· UWC anthropology lecturer Mrs Rhoda Kadalie 
accused people with Bibles of "hypocrisy" and said . I she bad not seen them at Crossroads where malnu
trition among children, many from unwanted preg
nm:cles resalting frorn lndequate sexual education, 
was rife. 

Referring to an alleged upsurge of pro-lifers in 
the United States, she said this group was manipu• 
lated by politicians to suit their own ends. 

Speaking on the legal aspects of abortion, Mr 
Sarkin-Hughes said South Africa already bad 
"abortion on request" but abortions were only per• 
milted In terms of the Abortion and Sterilisation 
Act, which he described as a "dismal failure". 

' , Abortion laws In South Africa were far from ad• 
equate and forced many women to seek the alter
native, mostly dangerous routes, that were avail
able, he said. 

Permission for an abor tion bad to be sought 
from a whole host of people and stringent proce
dures bad to be "meticulously complied with" be
fore it was effected. Lack of secrecy forced many 
women to seek backstreet help and the hlgh rate of 
illegal abortions endangered the lives of many 

• women. Mr Sarkin-Hughes said. 

&R&O may be contacted at. P.O. Box 
15~6 VLllBERG 8018 . Telepht11e 
021. 231558. Get a cop:, ot their 
illportant Mevaletter: l l.18U• t od. 
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~ mbutho Wamalu ObUf\t lJ 

c;UE C 

Ptdure, HANNES THIART, Tht Argu, . 

ABORTION MEETING: Dr Helen Bradford, University of 
Cope Town history lecturer, add resses the lively meeting 
on abortion in Rondebosch while 

1
University o f the Western 

Cape law lecturer Jeremy Sorkin-Hughes, left, and Profes
sor Mike Savage of UCT's sociology deportment, who 

choired the meeting, look on. 

REFORMING THE ABORTION LAW 

Ear l i e r thi s yea r t he Depart me n t 
of Nationa l He al t h agr eed to a cce pt 
submiss i ons f o r po ss i ble c ha nges to 
South Africa's res trict ive a n d c um
bersome " Abortion & Ste t ilisation 
Act, No.2 of 1975. 

Spurred by some Civil Rights Leag ue 
members who are also leading members 
of ARAG ( Abor tion Refor m Actio n 
Gro up) we held a public forum on 
27 June to discuss this sensitive 
c.Hld vexed issue.* 

In the hope that some of the ideas 
aired aL this open discussion may be 
influential in enabling a more com
passionate and helpful law, the 
League's Committee have sent the 
io\lowing submission to the Director
General of National Health and Popu
lation Developmen t , P.Bag X. 6 3, 
Pretor i a. The original time l i mit 
for submission s was extended first 
to 31 July, subsequently, we under-
stand open-ended . We urge your 
support. We would also like to 
receive comment from our members. 
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SUBMISSION FOR REFORMING THE ABORT I ON 
& STERILIZATION ACT N0 . 2/1975 

We wish to support iu pi inclplt
woman ' s right to make an informed 
and counselled choice as to whether 
or not to terminate her pregnancy . 
Whue we are not "iu fdvuur of" 
abortion (we believe everyone would 
prefer thdt all pregnancies coul~ end 
in heallhy full-term delivery). we 
would not wish to Impose our views on 
others, especially not on desperate 
women intent on abortion, whether 
legdl or illegal. 

The sanctity o! human life argu 
ment against abortion is powerful, 
based as it is on deeply - held 
religious views, and cannot be 
disregarded. But dgainst thc1t 
we have to face the reality that 
at least tens of thousdnds o! 
illegal, back-street abortions occur 
dnnual ly, whereas only a tew r1undred 
are dune legally in te1ms of tne 
present ALL. We believe it is 
unnecessary to set out in delail Llie 
baGkground to this statement, 
because you will already be well 
d~qudinled with the id ~ ts. w~ 
do, however, attach hereto c:. 
summary of such relevant statis
tics dS are available to the 
public, given the submerged 
nature oi the subJect.• 

In our view the adult woman's 
rJght to control her fertility 
and to decide in regard to preg
nancy has to take precedence ovet 
the right to life of the foetus. 
Here we note that in response to 
a growing awareness of the 
medical, social and economic 
repercussions resulting from 
unwanted pregnancy and illegai 
abortion, and a rising demand 
by women world-wide to be reccg
nised as capable and responsibl~ 
for making decisions about the11 
own bodies and lives, there ha£ 
~een an overall move worldwide 
towards abortion law liberali 
sation. Over the last twent~ 
years at least 52 counLr1es 
have liberalized Lheir leg1sld
tion pertaining to abortion 
either directly or indirectly, 
while only four have limited the 
access. Many of the abortion 
laws are developed in terms of 

CIVIL RIGHTS LEAGUE 

women's reproductive health and 
rc1m1ly wellbeing and impose an 
affirmative obligation on 
government co render services, 
i nclud i ng contraceptiun and 
abortion . 

The courts in cert a in nations 
ha ve also de vel o pe d and r e i n for
ced this posi ti on , i .e. in Canada , 
Austria, Belgium, Ita ly , Spain and 
the Un ited States of America , 
where the issue was fought in Roe 
v. Wade. International Courts 
ha ve also followed this trend of 
abortion lc1w liberalisation. 
The European Commission of Humdn 
R1ghts suppnrLed the interprecc1tion 
of Article 2 of the European Con
vention of Humdn Rights, which 
stat.es that .. everyone's right to 
life shall be protected by law", to 
mean that the r ight to life on ly 

s 

perta i ns t o live b i rth , and also 
upheld a West German law that 
allows abortion on request during 
the first trimester. 

Regardless of
1

the validity 
of the above position, the 
reality of the situation ln 
::iouLh Africa is that our 
present Act assists very few 
women because it is restrictive 
and its procedures cumbe rsome, and 
it is being contravene d daily on 
a scale that clearly demonstrates 
its unworkability. 

To conclude, the Civil Rights 
League s ubmits that the presen t 
Act should be amended to enable a 
pregnant woman, in private consul
tation with her medical practi
tioner, to make an i nfor med and 
counselled decision regarding 
abortion during the first twelve 
weeks of pregnancy. 

We also recommend the setting 
up of a permanent Commissi on, 
non-racial in composition, the 
major i ty being women, qua lified 
to investigate and a d v i se the 
Minister on all a s p e cts of women·~ 
rights to control the ir own 
fe r tility, sexuali t y and ch i ld
bearing. 

•(Copies of statistics and ot her 
relevant papers may be ordered, 
against payment of p hotocopying, 
from P.O.Box 23394 Claremont 7735~. 
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Criticisni of 
•·N~ 

'technical' 1'~1:1 .. N'-..JS 

t f S' ;(14,, (., 

na ure o ''10 

judges' role 
JANE STRODE, Legal Correspondent 

THERE Is some support 
in So'Uth Africa for the 
criticisms made last 
week by a Zimbabwean 
judge, Mr Justice 
McNally, about the judi
cial system bere. 

Speaking at the annual 
South African Law con
ference, Mr Justice 
McNally said that in bis 
view Zimbabwe bad a 
just legal system, some
what inefficienUy admin
istered. 

South Africa bad "an 
efficient system, some
what unjustly adminis
tered." 

Mr Justice McNally 
said South African 
judges were detached 
from "the realities or the 
country's ll!e". 

"They are compelled 
by the constitutional 
structure to spend their 
time solvin& legal cross
word punles. Judges in 
the rest of Africa are in
vol ved ln the lives and 
problems of their com
munities. 

"Our job is not an easy 
one, but our judges are 
writing in the history 
books while yours are 
writing in the law re
ports," Mr Justice 
McNally said. 

A civil ri~ts lawyer, 
Professor Tony Matth
ews of the University of 
Natal, Pietermarltzburg, 
Law Faculty, said South 
African judges were not 
compelled to engaae 
only ill technical e:a:er
cises. 

" Our judges tend to 
shelter behind technical 
legal exercises. They 
claim their tan ls sim
ply interpreti~i the 
law," Professor Matth
ews said. 

There was a great deal 
of scope for judces to get 
involved in human rights 
issues, yet they had ig
nored important oppor
tunities to do so, he 
added. 

"Even at this late 
stage judges should look 
again at their role. They 
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should look at malting 
rulings of broad signifi• 
cance, the kind Judge 
McNally was talking 
about," Professor Matth• 
ews said. 

Unless they redirected 
their thinking they would 
not be equipped to deal 
with the heavier consti
tutional burden which 
would ultimately fall on 
their shoulders, Profes
sor Matthews said. 

Mr Peter Rutch, of the 
Legal Resources Centre 
In Durban, felt that al
though South African 
judges bad very high 
standards, they were 
"nevertheless part of a 
First World society and 
therefore removed from 
the reality of the Third 
World element". 

Being out of touch was 
not out of choice, but the 
way tbinp were in South 
Africa, Mr Rut.ch said. 

There needed to be 
major structural changes 
made to the whole legal 
system if it were to be
come more reflective of 
society as a whole. 

Mr Justice Moloto, 
director of the Black 
Lawyers' Association, 
said judges should speak 
out, "not only in law re
p_orts, hut from pnblic 
platforms". 

More black people 
should be involved in the 
administration of justice. 
South Africa needed 
black judees and black 
presiding officers who 
would understand the in
di genous customs and 
traditions better than 
would white judges. 

Mr David Asberson, 
president of the Natal 
Law Society, said that 
often one practised in the 
implicit belief that a sys• 
tem was perfect. It need
ed a speaker like Mr Jus
ti ce McNally to open 
one's eyes. 

He felt black magis
trates would help the sit• 
ua.tion, but be also felt 
that the net needed to be 
thrown much wider. 
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WATERSHED JUDGEMENT ON 
DETAINEE•s RIGHTS 

We are neart~ned by the 
reeent judgement )$tven 111 the 
Supreme Cou1t by Mr. Justice 
E.L. King in favour oi 
ex-detainee lawyer Mr. Willie 
Hofmeyr. Mr . Hofmeyr has won 
an action for damages arising 
from the manner in which he 
was detained dl Pollsmoor 
Prison in 1988. He has been 
awarded RSO 000 and legal 
costs. 

Mr. Hofmeyr was arrested by 
security police on 22 April 
1988 under State of Emergency 
regulation No.3. During his 
imprisonment at ?ullsmoor, he 
was kept alone in a single 
cell for the iirst two months 
of his detention. His cell 
remained closed dlmost all the 
time and he exercised alone 
until 3rd August, wnen he was 
permitted to ~xercise with 
awaiting trial prisoners. It 
appeared that the security 
police were able to dictate to 
the prison officials in regard 
to his isolation 

In his 100-page judgement, 
Mr. Justice King said he was 
satisfied Mr. Hofmeyr had 
endured deprivatlon of his 
rights, impairment• of his 
dignity, mental anguish, 
discomfort and humiliation to 
a substantial degree. 

The Judgement is important 
because 1t makes it clearer 
that political detainees have 
got rights and should be able 
to enforce those rights. 

The judgement is even more 
important because it 
strengthens th~ role of the 
Judiciary in safeguarding the 
human rights of the individual 
prisoner. What a pity that 
this was not the case in the 
1960's when the Appellate 
Division ruled against a test 
case brought on behalf of 
90-day detainee Adv. Albie 
Sachs. 
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L O O J: I N G A H E A D 

Artic l e s pe c ially wr1tten f o r the 
Civil Rights League Newslettet by 
Dr. K. R. Hughes ( Ma t h s . , UCT ) . 

It has be c ome an a ccepted form 
of s pee c h r e cen t ly to l oo k ahea d 
to a po st - apar t heid soc iety, and 
some commenta tors have waxed qu it e 
eupho ri c. My own f ee ling is mo re 
ca u tio us: the af t er - ef f e c t s o f 
apart hei d wi l l b e wi th us for a 
l o n g time ye t , and anyway one needs 
to reali z e tha t qu i t e apa rt f rom 
raci a l is s ues, So uth Afri c a, as a 
semi - developed c o untry , short on 
s k i l ls and cap i tal, and wit h a 
q u ir ky , uneven reco r d of d evel o p 
ment , l aces real and ser ious prob
lems, if it is ho pe d to ma ke i t 
int o t he Big League i n t he 21st 
c ent ur y. 

HUMAN RIG HT S CULTURE 
Po liti c al and e con omi c problems 

a r e, of course , in ter tw ined. Here 
at t he Ci vi l Rights League we ha v e 
lon g t aken t he view t ha t t he key to 
a ci vili z e d po lit i c al system ljps 
in devel o ping a democr atic Human 
Righ ts Culture i n South Africa. 
Now t hat there are serio us move s 
towards nego tiation, th i s looks 
bot h more f ea s ible and mo r e urgent 
t ha n before. But there is a 
c losel y rel a ted set o f p r o blems 
whi c h h as so far rec eived very 
lit tle attention, mo s t a tt en t i on 
having been foc ussed on the 
probl e ms of getting negot1at1on 
go i ng , and on prop osa l ~ 1or con
stitution-m3king. The problems 
I am thinking about are what l call 
the pr oblems ot making dEmocracy 
e ffecti v e. 

MAKING DEMOC RACY EFFECT IVE 
The point i s t his . mn.1y •-\..• ... •

tri es h ave e x c e llen t constitutions 
whi c h do n o t r unct ion , e it her 
beca use t hey are i gno red o r becaus e 
they are t l o u t ed . Ther e a re 
countr i e s where fo rma l democratic 
procedures f unc ti o n wel l, but they 
a r e o n ly p a rt o f the s tory; the r e 
a r e countr ies where t hey functi on 
badl y; there are c oun t ries where 
t h e wr it o f government does n ot run 
be yond the c apital c ity . 
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The re ar e one-party s t ates wh i c h 
are Lota li tar i a n ; t he r e ar e o ne 
par ty state s wh i c h a r e in fac t 
n o -part y state s ; and t here are 
many - pa rty stat e s wher e on ly one 
part y ma tt e r s . The re a re 
c ount r ies wh ere e lecti o n s are 
me aningl e s s rituals , o t her 
co unt ri es whe re they a re pit c hed 
batt l es, and y e t o t he r s again 
where t hey are orgies o f bri bery 
a nd corrup tion . In short , wh a t 
I a m wanting to emphas i ze i s that 
we n eed to t hin k not on ly a bo ut 
a Civi l Righ t s Cul tur e , but a 
Framewo rk o f Democrati c Institu 
t ions - Fo rmal and Info rmal. 

A FRAMEWORK OF DEMOCRATI C 
INSTITUTI ONS 

Some of t h ese are obvious : 
an Independent J ud i c iary, a Po l ice 
Force su b ject to demo c ra ti c contr o l, 
a literate electorat e kep t fu l l y 
informed by a Fr e e Press. Ot he rs , 
though also fairly obvious, are 
mo re difficult t o •auge . 
How, f o r exa mpl e , d o es o ne a c hieve 
a healt hy fun c t ioning s ystem o f 
mult i - pa rty compe t iti on? ( We 
mus t remember tha t suc h a sys tem 
i s me na ced by e thn i c po lar izat ion -
leading t o a de fa cto o r de J ure 
one- party system as an al t ernative , 
cf . Zimbabwe. ) 
We also want regular, c ompetitive 
el e ct i o ns t o enf o r c e d emocrati c 
accoun t ab il ity o n pol iti c ans -
somet h i n g which need s a soph i st i
ca ted electorate ready to change 
sides if there is an abuse o f power . 
(B ut t he examp l e s , rec ently , o f 
I ndi a and Nicarag ua a r e enco uraging .) 

LESS OBVIOUS PRE-REQUISI TES FOR 
DEMOCRACY 

Othe r pre-requis i t e s f o r e ffe c tive 
d emocra cy a r e less obvi o us. We need 
independen t c e n t res o f p ower in the 
socie ty - henc e t he need for a stro ng 
Pr iva t e Se c tor, for I nde pendent Trade 
Uni o ns , f o r separation of Church and 
Stat e , a nd for Academ i c Freedom. 
Anot her more c ontroversia l and less 
~Lvio us req uirement i s Lan~ Reform. 
The spectre which wa s ha unt ing t he 
Third Wo r ld 20 years ago - of limi t
: e ss , p ull ulating populat i on - t he 
populat ion "bomb" o r " expl o s ion" 
has n ow rec e d ed every wher e exc ep t 
in Afr ica . Individual s, even 
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in the poorest countries of Asia, 
are p ract ising bir t h -cont r o l; 
ouly in Afri c a has i t remai ned Lhe 
presetve o i a highly-educated urbdtt 
e l ite. The r eason appears L O be 
connec ted wi th Afri can Lraditlonal 
systems of land - holding, whet e nie 
cos.t of an extra ch ild Gall be 
shifted on to the c ommuni ty. 
Very often the grant of land is 
under the con trol of political 
leaders, chiefs or sub-chiefs ( like 
the Zulu indunas). This dis -

I 

INSTITUTIONS INTEGRAl WI TH DEMOCRACY 
The courts, the school s , the 

media, the mar kets and th e Deeds 
Of fice are not normal ly Lno ught of 
.:is integral with demul.ta•~y, but iu 
L .i ct these may be t he c. tuciai 
institutions iui- making demuc.r d cy 
e1rec.t i ve. 

!EAGUE MEMBER KEEPS OUR SPIRITS UP! 

Shaw's optimism \v~mc;<to 
From DAVID KESSLER (Bellville): ~ A--1, 
GERALD SHAW'S "Political Survey" - "Red 
Faces in Pretoria as Red scare backfires" (Cape 
Times, August 3) was most welcome. It brought new 
hope and cheer to the whites "so dreadfully appr1:
hensive and fearful about the future". Shaw's opti
mism, logic and good sense contrast so starkly with 
the views of Ken Owen and Simon Barber. 

If President De Klerk and Mr Mandela are to 
succeed in their bold efforts the whites must sum
mon up their courage and faith and support them 
through thick and thin. 

He who has no faith or lacks courage, is lost. 

cretionary power over the grant of 
l and lies at the heart of the 
warlord phenomenon; so an effec
tive land reform, granting Africans 
secure dnd individual t i tle, would 
have the desirab le e ffect o f helping 
tu sta mp out bot h po verty and 
warlor d ism. (The Ame ri c an s ociolo
gist B,Hringto n Moore, i n a c e lebra 
Led book:, "Socia l Origins of 
Dictatorship and Democra cy" has gone 
s o far as to argue that moderniza - 1-----------------------t 
Lion of rural pro per ty-relations i s 
the sine qua n o n of modern politica l 
development, and the manner by whi ch 
che power o! t he rural tradition
dlity is broken fully determines 
whether the resulting State make s 
an effective transition to democ racy 
o r dictatorship . ) 

Uf course the prospect of uprooting 
an old and complex system of 
property relations - involving both 
power, interest and sentiment - is 
a daunti ng one , but perhaps it could 
be eased by appropriate legal stra
tagems - " buy i ng out" the indunas, 
for example - and by the use of new 
land released from what were 
previously "White" areas - the big 
thing is to ensure individual and 
sec;ure tenancy. 

Similar problems will also have to 
be dealt wi th in urban and peri-urban 
areas, where we have seen squatter 
"leaders" opera te protection rackets 
and accumulate henchmen just like 
the Zulu indunas (and in the trade 
union movement there have been some 
extraordinary examples of "ledder
sh ip" .) 

In each case t he answer must be the 
sa me: meaningful , legally 
e nfor ceable rights for ind ividua ls, 
rejecting the group con cept, and 
trying to ensure that citizenship 
is co -terminous with responsibili ty. 

CIVI L RIGHTS LEAGUE • 

SIR RICHARD llJYT , President of the 
League , is recovering trom hip 
surgery. We wish him speedy 
convalescence, anf return to the 
many valuable posts in which he 
serves the community. 

R E M I N D E R l i 
The Civil Rights League's 
Annual General Meeting will 
take place on 
WEDS . 19TH SEPTEMBER 1990 
at 8 pm. The venue: New 
Education Building, Lecture 
Theatr e 2. 
We offer you and your triends 
a n opportuni ty to hear an 
outstanding educationisl, 
Professor Johan Muller, 
recently at the Wits. 
University Education Unit, now 
in the Deparlment of Educat ion 
at the Uni versity of Cape 
Town. 

Ne ws letter edito r ; 
Cleminshaw, Civil 
League, P. 0 . Box 
Cla remont 7735. 

Dot 
Rights 
2339 4, 

ClAAEPRINT 
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