,

Umbutho Wamalungelo Obuntu

CIVIL RIGHTS LEAGUE
Burg err e g teve ren i g i ng
VOL 37 No.I

NEWSLEI IER
ALLEVIATION

OF

FEBRUARY 1990

CENSORSHIP

The National ist Government 's F ifth S tate
of Emergency, though somewhat frayed at the
edges , continues in force.
Media restriction s have been eased but suffi cient legislation r e ma i ns to ma ke journalists exercise a
high degree of creative ca u t i on .

Editorial:

WE
Well,
perhaps only the first
stage in the long struggle for
justice and racial toleran c e
South
Africa
has been
in
achieved.
Mr. Nelson Mandela
has
been released after 27
years in gaol. State President
de
Kl erk
unexpectedly
announced these measures on
2nd February: -

* ANC, PAC, SACP unbanned.

*

*

*

*
*

*

Exiles (some ) free to
return .
Some imprisoned members to
go
free.
Exec utions suspendedj
death
penalty no longer mandatory.
Emergency restrictions on 33
organisations liftedj
Restr.ictions on 374
ex-detainees
lifted .
Some media and education
emergency regulations ended.

(All the. above accord with o u r
letter on page 6 of our Sep. 89
Newsletter)
BUT the state of emergency
remains
in
force,
troops
though fewer are still in the
townships, and all the options
for repression, and apartheid
structures, remain intact.

WON

'
•

The
Internal Sepurit y Act and
Publi c
Safety Act guard the
p o rtals o f a vas t s t r u cture o f
laws and regulations that must
be demolished before the new
non-racial
demo c rati c
South
Africa can arise.
State
Credit
is
due
to
President
FW
de
Klerk's
in
political
courage
dismounting from t h ~ tiger .
We share in the general relief
that logjam has been broken.
Perhaps
great problems
lie
ahead but at least we can now
concentrate on solving those.
What
League membe r s
should
focus on now
is AFFIRMATIVE
HOW CAN WE BRING
ACTION
FAIRNESS AND EQUITY INTO OUR
RACIALLY OPPRESSIVE SOCIETY?
AND
WHAT KIND OF ECONOMIC
SYSTEM DO WE WANT?
The League is committed , to all
three
"generations" of human
rights
(1.
civil
and
political
2.
social
and
economic
3.
environmental
and development rights) while
realising
that
they often
clash or compete .

REPORT ON AGM
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time when
the ECC, of which
the
League is a participat ing
member , was re s t ric t ed.

Mr. Brandon Broll I c hairing
the meeting, brie fly rev i ewe d
the League 's activities during
the past
year.
Membershi p
had
increa se d
by 24% ,
and
se veral
firms
of a ttorney s,
advoc a tes and
t he Shell Oil
Company
had
taken
out
corpor ate
members hip
(newl y
insti tu ted at
RSO per annum)
in order
to support the work
of
the League.
Otherwise the
League has no outside funders.

Our
Pr esi dent,
Si r
Ri chard
Luyt 1
has been an influentia l
and
warml y
appreciated
contributor
on
this
issue ,
and res ponded for
the League to a survey done at
Wits.
University
on
alternative forms of national
service.
The League supported the Open
City
Initiative,
and as
a
participant
in
the FREE THE
CHILDREN ALLIANCE was helpful
in
arranging
a
successfu l
press
forum
that
enabled
community speakers and lawyers
to
report
firsthand accounts
of
brutal
police
action
against children in Cape Flats
Townships in August 1989.
We
believe this 'was
the first
occasion on which the (then
Deputy)
Mayor of Cape Town,
Mr.
Cordon
Oliver 1
participated
on
a
public
protest
platform with such
representatives.
We remember
too
on
that occasion the
releasing of balloons by the
noted musician/comedian, David
Kramer.
The •
resultant
publicity
created
a
sense
of broadly-shared
concern
about
all
our
cl)ildren.
We
like
to
think this also
contributed to the successful
and historic
Peace March in
the
centre of Cape Town on
13th September 1989.

Five Newsletters published
since Sep.88 were sent to our
South African membership and
9
libraries,
and
reached
countries
such as Lesotho,
Botswana,
Zimbabwe,
Austria,
W.
Ger many,
England, USA and

Australia.

We met delegates

from the Japanese Niwano Peace
Foundation,
and
attended
several
meetings
and
conferences on human rights.
We sent hundreds of signatures
to Amnesty International from
South
Africans
supporting
their
HUMAN
RIGHTS
NOW!
campaign.
We have been greatly reinforced
by our
link with HRI (Human
Rights
Internet)
at Harvard,
and were particularly glad to
receive useful material on the
recently adopted (though not by
South Africa) UN CONVENTION ON
THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILO.

The League co-operated with a
number
of
anti-apartheid
organisations.
Of particular
conc ern is
the Conscientious
Objectors
Support ·
Group.
Older
members will know that
as
early as
1970 the League
held a Conference calling for
constructive
forms
of
alternative national
service
to be provided for all C.Os.
We mus t
continue to campaign
for th is so obv i ously good goal
We
greatly
admire
the
courageous stand taken by our
C.O.s especially during the
CIVIL RIGHTS LEAGUE

... ...
The
League has also
fully
supported
the
revived
ABOLITIONIST SOCIETY
in its
efforts
to
end the death
penalty, a longtime concern of
our
members,
some of whom
serve on their committee.
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NEGOTIATI NG

HUMAN
PANEL DISCUSS ION AT
26TH OCTOBER 19 89

ACM

"N egotiating the Protection of
Human Rights"
Chair:

Prof. Dennis Davis
(Law,
UCT).
Speakers:
Ms
Rhoda
Kada lie
( Anthr o p o logy, UWC) ,
Prof.
Colin
Bundy (Hist o ry,
UCT & UWC),
Dr .
Peter Moll
( Economics,
UCT), and
Mr.
Essa Mo osa
( Attorney &
NADEL).
Prof.
Bund y
d is c ussed
t he
three "generat i o ns" o f rig h ts
and
the history of the ANC ' s
c laims for human rights which
culminated
in
the Freedom
Charter
in 1955.
In re c ent
times the ANC's Constitutional
Guidelines were an impressive
attempt
to
recapture
the
traditi o n
of South African
"radical
liberalism"
(Tom
Lodge).
Rights are not really
granted
or
withheld
by
governments or constitutions,
but gained through political
and social c hange.
Ms Rh o da Kada l ie f o cussed o n
Women's
Rights,
underlining
the need for t h ei r re c ognition
by referring to a 1988 survey
of
all sex i st cond itions o f
service at
the Un i versity of
Western
Cape.
Maternal
benefits and parental rights
had been won, but this was not
the c ase in r e gard to housing
subsidies f or women - "women
were
expected
to
accept
something a
little l ess than
equality wi th men".
Budgets
were
in herently
sexist,
she had found,
and
their
priorities
sho ul d be
questioned.
For
example,
were
swimming
pools
mor e
vitally
necessa ry
than
crech es ?

PROTECTION
RIGHTS

..

OF

CIVIL RIGHTS LEAGUE

Recently a Transport & General
Workers
Union
debate
had
failed
to address resolutions
concerning
Women's
Rights.
Dorothy Driver's criticis ms of
the
ANC's
Constitutional
Guidelines that
they are
patriarchal
in
substance,
reducing women's role to that
of
wives,
mothers
and
daughters - were valid.
We should:
*Learn from other countries'
experience.
*Form a
Women's
Commission,
similar
to
the present
Law
Commission.
* Abolish the sexual division
o f labour.
•Demand political ~equality.
•Work for
alleviati o n of the
burden of child-rearing.
*Remove institutional forms of
gender discrimination.
A gove rnm ent that did not take
women's
demands seriously was
n o t serious about poverty.
Dr.
Peter Moll
argved that
historically, governments have
approached
the
question of
rights
selectively,
and
in
line
with
economic
co nstraints.
This
was
especially
true
of second
generation rights.
Since it
is gener ally
impossible for
any
government
to
commit
its elf fully
to all rights,
governments
decide
which
rig hts
they can support, on
the
basi s
of
ide olo gi cal
co mmitments.
I

Basic
human rights cl aimed
were :
shelter,
medical care,
car e
in
old
age,
food,
educ ation (at least at primary
lev.el ),
a
job, minimum wage,
e con o mi c
equali ty,
a
clea n
environment, rights to property, of

trade uni ons to negotiate to
strike,
sexual
and ra~ial
equality,
to worker control
over the production process,
to development.

Welfare
states
could
be
criticis ed
in
that
they
provided shelter, but only the
minimum
of
education
and
medical care, and there were
high rates ·of unemployment .

In regard . to limitations and
budget constraints, only so
much money cou ld be got from
the "haves" without creating
zero
production.

The
achievement
of rights
would
not be done through
con stituti ons, but would take
far
longer,
requiring
fundamental
changes
in
attitudes.
For
example,
women's rights to sexual and
worker equality had taken a
very long time to achieve in
the
USA,
even
after
legislation
and affirmative
action.
A
great
deal
depended
on
the
gradual
acquisition
of
skills and
job-training.

How much ought to be spent on
the right to education? In
most cas es tertiary education
is
not
a ri ght, e.g.
in
Tanzania.
Worker
control
happens in few countries.
In
the Soviet Union the right to
employment had been regarded
as absolute, but one cost was
denial of the worker's right
to negotiate by means of trade
unions for higher wages. The
Soviet Union was a low wage,
high employment society.
By
contrast, other countries had
a high wage,
low employment
system.
Capitalist
countri es,
such as USA and
South Africa to some extent
guaranteed certain rights of
property and economic freedom,
at the cost of not being able
to observe the rights of the
aged to care and shelter .

Mr. Essa Moosa said the South
African
government
saw
negotiations
as
co-opting
blacks
int o
the
existing
apartheid system.
The Mass
Democratic
Movement
saw
negot iati ons as transfer of
power to the people on the
basis of non-racial democracy.
There were other perceptions,
but
he
woul d discuss the
tr ansfer
of
power to the
majority of the people, and
th is majority was not a racial

Approaching the problem out of
a general concern for society,
the re was no single systemic
solution.

entity.

All
racially discriminatory
legislation would have to be
abolished,
apartheid
institutions
replaced
by
democratic
ones,
and
corrective
action taken to
redress economic and social
injustices
based on racial
domination.

ultimate
Con tras ting
the
capitalist country, USA with
socialist
the
u ltimate
country, the Soviet Union, and
with
the
ultimate welfare
state, Sweden, Dr . Moll noted
that while all have fairly
high levels of wealth and some
achievements,
the ratio of
women's wages to men's wages
over the past 30 years in USA
had been between 60% and 64%;
in the Soviet Union 60% and in
Sweden 90%.

For example 1 83% of the land
was
owned
by 13% of the
people;
and
90%
of the
economy was in the hands of a
few monopolies.
Corrective
action would be needed for
land
reform
and
just
redistribution
of
wealth.
Only
then
could
a
constitutional
dispensation

Yugoslavia had wo rker control
at the cost of equality and
growth,
if
development is
regarded as a human right.

l

Rights award
for Rockmanft- Ii"'

Co
r...S
Staff Reporter
iO. J'l
OUTSPOKEN Mitchells Plain policeman Lieutenant Gregory Rockman last night received the Civil
Rights League's first human-rights awa rd and
RSOO prize money.
Addressing some 60 people at-the Uni\•ersity of
Cape Town, after -league president Sir Richard
Luyt bad handed him a framed citation Lt Rock•
man said he just wanted to be a police~an whose
job it was to protect human beings. .
He said be bad had nightmares trying to persuade himself to speak out.
."!lut the Lord came to me and convinced me,
g1vmg me strength," be said.
The fitation was in recognition of bis "courageous public stand against brutal methods used by
the riot police".
Lt Rockman said his definition of a policemau ~CITATION . . . Si~ Richard Luyt,-president of the Ci'til Rights
was someone who was · "from the people and !-ea_
gue, hands over the organisation's first human-rights
therefore for the people".

z..,.

•1"!:-~

award to Lt Gregory Rockman· last night.

Plccn: OBED lJ..WA

Lt.
Ro ckman attended the AGM
which wa s
enli vened by . his
acceptance
spee ch ,
la ter
published
in
full
by the
Weekly Mai l 1-7 Dec.1989.

C O MM I T T E E
Mr.
Brandon/
Broll
has
reluctantly had
to withdrawfrom
the committee
(though
retaining membership of the
League)
after
long
and
devoted service,
in order to
try and complete his
Ph.D.
thesis.
He will be overseas
for
several months, studying
and writing.
We shall miss
our Newslett er Editor and link
person
wit h
many
or ganisations,
and
look
forward to his return.

(We commend the statement by
a
Ste llenbos c h professor at
the IDASA conferen c e on Eth ics
a~d Accountability in Publi c
Life,
held at UCT in January
that
"wh i s tle-blowers" lik~
Rockman ought to be protected
against
intimidation.
Hear
hear!)
'

KEDIA

Committee
Members
1990:
Mary
Burton,
Noelle Robb,
Sandra
Haydon,
Camilla
McGaffin (Hon. Secretary)
Dot
Cleminshaw (Hon.
Treasu~er)
David Attwell,
Patrick Hill:
Garth Me intJe s , Kenneth Hughes
continue to serve.
We have
co-opted
Alan Dodson.
Sir
Richar~ _Luyt attends meetings
ex off1 c10 as President.
Prof. Hugh Corder has also had
to
leave
the committee, but
remains a valuable memb e r and
adviser of the League .

During
the
year
a
great
variety of letters from the
League .
on
human
rights
subjects
was
published in
newspapers.
We are indebted
to
their editors, who have a
rough
time in So~Jh Afr ica.
Such
letters
help
us
to
interpret
the
occasionally
inaccessible
discourse
on
right s and root it in concrete
examples .
Some of our Lea gue
members
have done sterling
service
in this way and we
thank
them for
keeping our
morale high.

CIVIL RIGHTS LEAGUE

Newsletter editor:
Dot Cleminshaw
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CHILDREN'S RIGHTS
The
winning
entry in
the
Children ' s
4TH R co ntest came
from
Priya
Bhika
(14 years)
wh o attends Garlandale High
School,
Athlone.
She wrote:
"If
these human rights were
taught
in schools children
wo uld
not
be
under
the
impression that
they have no
rights
until
the
age of
twenty-one.
A better and
brighter
future
would
be
ensured and they would have a
clearer understanding of their
human
heritage.
Humanity
would symbolise more than Just
mere words.
Justice would be
served."
The
League
contest
to

ran the above
highlight
the

Convention on the Rights of
the Child which was adopted at
the UN General Assembly
in
November last.
The League also parti c ip a t ed
in
the
FLY
KITES
FOR
CHILDREN'S RIGHTS celebrati on
on Rondebosch Common on 9 th
December organised by the Fr ee
the Children Alliance.
Four
busloads of township children
shared with others from th e
southern suburbs in a morning
of
non-competitive
games ,
refreshments,
and balloon and
kite-flying.
This event was
a
focus
on the Children's
Rights
Convention.
The
following statement was signed
by scores of individuals and
organisations present:
WE DECLARE that the rights
of
ALL
children
without
exception must be recognised
and implemented forthwith.

WE CALL ON THE SOUTH AFRICAN
GOVERNMENT to ratify the UN
Convention on the Rights of
the Child.
WE CALL FOR THE DEFINITION
AND PROVISION FOR THE CHILD in
South African legislation to
be for a child and not for a
white,
a
black,
or
a
"coloured" child.

CIVIL RIGHTS LEAGUE

WE CALL for the imaediate
Institution of one Education
Department for schoolc hildren
of all races; for the opening
to all races of those schools
that
have
declared
their
willingness to be open; and
for equal opportunities to be
created to enable all children
to
develop
to their full
potential as adults.
THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE
CHILD
SHALL
BE A PRIMARY
CONSIDERATION (Article 3.1 UN
Convention on the Rights of
the Child).

i

'Growing _
gap' in•
,.s.-·
education~

--ro

By MICHAEL MORRIS
Political Corrftpondent

GOVERNMENT spending on white education is
four times· higher than
on black education, according to Democratic
Party spokesman on
black 'education, Gardens MP Mr Ken Andrew.
This " massive and
growing g~p" emerged
from the latest · figures,
he said in a statement.
"Black education is in
a cr~is. The government
needs to recognise this
and provide crisis funding .as w~ll as a. co~erent
plan '· lo
improve
matters."
· • ··
. He said an average of
R3 082 was spent on every white child, . while
only R764,73 'was . spent
on the black child. . ·

We were very pleased to note
that a 5-day Seminar organised
by
the Women's Section, Youth
Section,
and department of
Legal
and
Constitutional
affairs o f
the ANG, held in
Lus a ka
in December on "Women,
Children and the Family in_a
Future
Post-Apartheid
Constitutional Order" accepted
the
UN
Convention on the
Rights
of the Child and urged
that a future democratic state
should ratify it .
(SOUTH 20
Dec. - 18 Jan. 1990).
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for a just, democratic society
be
negotiated.
Finally a
Bill
of
Ri~hts
could be
negotiated
to entrench the
rights
acquired
through a
Just, democratic society . . He
stressed
the order:
tirst
dismantling
apartheid, then
negotiating the constitution,
and then the Bill of Rights.
Mr. Moosa believed that if a
Bill of Rights were to be
accepted
first,
ii
would
entrench
the
privileges
acquired by those who had been
historically
advantaged
be~ause certain rights were
denied to others by a system
of racial domination.
Further,
the Bill would also
be used by privileged people
to
prevent
others
from
acquiring
wealth,
land an~
other rights.

cheaper
for
the
fiscal
process .
The
strongest
proponents
of privatisation
today were in Poland.
"What
is
the ~oint of having a
strong central government if
it does not know what to do?"
In both the west and east the
state was on the retreat some autonomous and useless
governments
were
seen
as
parasitic
of
society.
Nominally socialist Sweden had
the
smallest
nationalised
industry sector.
The
real
issue was about
redistribution, efficiency and
equity.
A good reason for having a
strong central state was, with
regard
to
justice,
the
provision of a proper court
system,
to preclude "all and
sundry" from t,aki ng the law
into their own ~~nds.

When ultimately we got to the
point of negotiating for human
rights, South Africa should
accept the African Charter on
Human and People's Rights this
charter is consistent
with the UN Charter and has
been adopted by the OAU.
It
sets out not only people's
rights as human beings, but
also the duties pertaining to
those rights.

Mr. Mo osa differed:
if the
state privatised the wealth it
initially
owned,
those who
acquired it would be able to
use the Bill of Rights to
deny affirmative acti on .
Mr .
D.
Attwell
said
appropriate
dis~ourse about
rights is really about second
generation
rights.
It was
fundamental
that
all
organisations in the struggle
should
be
informed,
intelligent and articulate on
rights at all times.
Rights
did not necessarily protect
privilege.
If one took all
the
rights
discourse into
account and embodied these in
a commitment to a programme
for democracy, then a Bill of
Rights would be part of that
programme.

Mr. Moosa also summarised the
contents of the recent OAU
Declaration
relating
to
negotiations for a non-racial
democratic South Africa.

D I S C U S S I O N
Pr i vat i s ·a t 1 on was attacked by
Dr.
R.
Christie
as
a
government
attempt
"to
privatise all the power within
the state" , so th a:t "on 1 y a
shell" would be handed to a
new
government.
A strong
central
government
was "a
human right".

Mr. Moosa agreed, but held tG
his
view
regarding
the
provision first of affirmative
or corrective action prior to
the Bill of Rights.

Dr. K. Hughes contested this
view
South
Africa was
belatedly
following
a
wor l dwide trend mainly because
privatisation was easier and

I

,
Dr. Moll had a pr o blem with
both
the
last
speakers.
Corrective
action was more
difficult than they th ou ght.
It ca nnot be done quickly; it
t akes decades.
Land reform
in Zimbabwe, small though it
is,
has taken 9 years and is
not completed.
How is income
redistributed? Most income is
not
from
property, not a
question of taking a piece of,
say,
ISCOR and giving it to
someone else.
"Most income
is the salaries and wages you
and I earn.
How are you
going to redistribute that?"
It takes decades, training, on
the
job
experience,
fundamental
changes
in
government spending for long
periods.
For proof one could
analyse
the data from any
capitalist,
communist
or
socialist country one pleased.
"That
is why I think it would
be a mistake to say, in terms
of priority, in terms of time,
first
corrective action and
then a Bill of Rights, because
then we are going to wait
until eternity for our Bill of
Rights".

A speaker expressed dismay at
the
length of time before
affirmative
action
could
benefit
the
''children
of
Bonteheuwel".
Prof.
Bundy
said
this
was
even more
applicable to the children of
KwaNdebele,
Kwakwa
and
Botshabelo.
If negotiations
did not address these issues,
and focussed merely on the
suffrage for example, it would
take a very long time.
Mr.
Moosa
said we should
agree on the principles for
affirmative action.
It might
take
weeks
or
years
to
implement
these,
for
the
results to be seen by those
who
need to benefit.
The
priority sho ul d be: agreeme nt
on
the
principles
fo r
affirmative action, t hen the

principles for a constitution I
then the prin c ipl e s for a Bill
of Rights.
Mr.
D. Attwell said this wa s
Just
th e p oint he was making:
Ins tead of saying human rights
are not a priority n ow a n d
that we should agree first on
the principles for affirmative
action, we should acknowledge
that the discourse on rights
is,
if anything, a discourse
on principles.
If that discourse on rights
were to be about the three
generations
of rights (the
classic bourgeois democratic
rights, socio-economic rights,
welfare
state,
rights
to
development, peace , a clean
envi ronment )
we should all

ente r

negot ia tions

just

a

little stronge r.
But it was
not evident to him that any
or gan isation in South Africa,
including
thd
resistance
organisations,
had a clear
commitment
to
all
three
generations of rights .
Finally, Mrs. D. Cleminshaw
asked each of the panellists to
say how near they thought we
were
to substantive talk~,
real negotiations - "given the
tremendous
distrust on all
sides."
Prof.
Bundy said the very
meaning
of
the
word
"ne·gotiate" was "not easy" this was because the essence
was to compromise.
Each side
would have to yield something,
therefore it was important to
go
into
negotiations
as
strongly
as possible.
He
found it very diff i cult to
conceive
what
the
middle
ground is between a unitary
state with universal suffrage,
and a "fancy franchise" based
on
groups
with
minority
rights.
But there were very
real pressures on both sides
to negotiate.
It was impo r t ant for South
Africa
to
be seen to be
r e ac h i n g n egoti a t i ons. Ther e

,

Trans formation
( In
his
b ook Dr . Sachs
reveals that a bla c k Angolan,
aged about 30, heavily built,
has
stated
that
he
was
recruited
int o
Lh e
South
African Army Spe c ial Forces
unit and about two years ago
was sent to Mo cambique wit h
expl o si ve s and a mission t o
Sach § .
Th e Ango lan
k i ll
spoke a bou s a white l ieu ten an t
he
admi re d
wh o
was als o
involve d but g ot away t o South
Afri c a .
He als o menti oned a
third pers o n wh o h e c lai ms pu t
t he
bomb in Sa ch 's c ar, but
t he ANG think he do e s n ot
exi s t. ]

"THE SOFT VENGEANCE OF THE
DAMAGED FREEDOM FIGHTER"

-----------------------------Extracts from a forthcoming
bo o k
by
Albie
Sachs,
reproduced
by
special
permissj on .
"How many lawyers have t he
c hance to par t i ci pate b o th i n
t he r esearch l eadi ng up to the
ado p t i on o f a new cons titution
and in the political strugg l es
t h at will make its a c hievement
possible? "
( r ef erri n g t o the
ANC 's
Cons titutional
Gui del i nes) .

Sa c hs
writes
a bo u t
a
convales ce nt ho li d a y on the
beach in Maput o :
fr om that , Al b i e
" Apa r t
ha ,
ha,
ha
apart fr o m
t hat , Mr :, . Lin~ l n . . .
apart
from tha t , Mr s . Kennedy , d i d
yo u en joy your day at the
bea c h ?
d i d you enjoy the
play ?
did yo u enjoy the
d rive thr o ugh Dall as?
And in
my ca se the a n s wer to the
bi t ter question i s: ye s , y e s,
yes,
I did enj oy, y es , yes,
yes,
I am enj oy i ng my day , my
month, my year at ..the b e a ch."

" Th i s
i s a s t r ang e time t o
thin k th at str u g gl e ha s become
l e ss simp l e , les s di r e c t , wh e n
I
have just been a vi ct im of
an old-fashione d assassinati on
attempt.
Yet
I
fe e l
co nvin c ed
that one of th e
biggest
tasks
fa c ing
our
movement at the moment is t o
overcome the psychology of the
embattled and begin to thin k
with the vision of leaders o f
t he country as a whole."
"One of the stro n gest and most
vi va cious letters I received,
f rom a very dear comrade who
had
spent twelve years on
Robben Island, told me not t o
worry,
the atta c k on me woul d
be
fully
avenged.
The
directness of the letter moved
me, but not the thought of
v engeance.
Perhaps there is
somethi n g wrong wi th me, but
the id~a of
'an eye for an
eye, a
tooth for a tooth, a n
arm for an arm' fills me with
anguish.
Is that what we are
fighting for,
a So tfrh Afri c a
filled with armless and part l y
blind people?
Is that what
freedom means?
There is onl y
one kind of vengeance that can
assuage
the loss of my arm,
and t h at is t he histor i cal
one, victory for what we have
been fighting f o r, the triump h
of our ideals."
CIVIL RIGHTS LEAGUE

" ... may t he day come when al l
humanity
walks
around
in
bathing costumes wit hout place
t o put t heir guns , may th e s un
continue to wa rm the eart h an d
the waves to roll up agains t
the s hore."
Mr. Ken Qwen, reporting on the
"Paris
Indaba" (Cape Time s
1989).,
found
6
December
himsel f ,
ast onished,
in
agreement with Sachs:
"The
pe o p le of this country ha v e
acc umu l ated enough suff e ri n g
t o dese r ve freedom; n one of
us needs tyranny t o r e pl a ce
tyranny." Everyone's duty now
is to search for con c iliati on .

Conciliation
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The Leagu e had already
arranged to support the
Northern S~burbs' ca mp aign
f o r a Judicial commission
of inquiry iuto the existence of hit squads, when
the State President de c ided
to appoint the Harms Commission .

Th e decision to pu blish t he
papers and discussions fr om
the
League ' s Forum at UWC
pr oved
cor re ct.
Academics,
la wy ers,
judges , students and
interested pe ople generally,
both here and abroad,
have
bought
almost
our
entire
printing order.
(It was good
to see Geoff Budlender quoting
from it at his recent lectures
on
Land, Labour and Human
Rights.)
We have only about a dozen
left.
These
are
copies
available at RlO post free
from P.O. Box 23394, Claremont
77 35.

On 27th January we had sent

the following letter t o a
local paper.
As it was not
published, we print it here
by way of gratefully acknowledging help from an
unexpected quarter.
"The self-styled ·ordinary'
people of the Northern suburbs
who have Joined in the call
for a Judicial commission of
inquiry into the Hit Squads
are in fa c t the salt of the
earth.
The League applauds
their courage and supports
their campaign .

The League submitted a 9-page
memorandum
to
the SA Law
Commission commenting on their
working paper on a Bill of
Rights.

I"\ , 9

r: •

"Too much evidence of wrongdo ing
has been swept under the carpet
or made the subject of internal
s elf-examination.
We are
deeply disturbed by possible
ans wers to the question 'Why
has t he Mc Nal ly report not been
published?'
~

f'4",l't'fo ,

The lesser -·.~·:
·of .two:evils ..,
'! -

. ... ,;

.1..

•

"Thos e who commit gross abu ses of
human rights should be held
a~countable for their crimes . It
is the government's responsibility to seek accountability
regardless of who the perpe t rator s of such abuses may be."

... . . "'

to R A Heugh
Argus,
IN response

(The
January 26),
my letter on sanctiollS made
no judgement on w~ther· i\ ls
right (morally good)'to fight
· one evif~th"anQther. I t ~
not necessaril.Y,• ollow, ~ be
suggesti. thafl have no probJems with .sanctions . But ,
sanc1lons bave-certalnly been·
effective lo marvellously f~
cusing the o;ilnds ~t business
a rid govermnenl on -the ~
to end apartheid.
··
Sanctions are the lesser of
two evils, armed force .being
the worse. •Nobody, ·not even
their arcb-proponement,
Archbishop Tutu, wou14 caµ
for sanctions "if better, more
effective measures could be
found: PerbapsMr Heugh can

T SHIRTS
Our
beautiful
blue
and
white
dove
design
"Huma n
Rights Now" I.shirts have so ld
far and wide . There are a few
left. Sen d R15 and specify M,
L,
or XL (adult sizes) to eox
23394, Claremont 7735 .

MEMBERSHIP

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Pl~pse not e that membership subscriptions for 1990 are now due
for payment .

su~~~~~SHAW (Mrs)
· ·
Civil Rights League
Newland!
.. ...

-

CIVIL RIGHTS LEAGUE

COMMISSION
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was
interna ti onal
pre s sur e,
and
abov e
all
a
loss of
legitim acy ,
th e
p o liti ca l
outcome of years o f resistan ce
t o oppression.
I n many arena s
the g o vernment could n o lon ger
i mpose
its vision .
The .ANC
occupied the high moral g r ound
but
la c ked
the
leverage
of
eff ecti ve politi cal
power at
this
point
to enter
into
negotiations.
Theref ore
ther e
would be
talks about
talks.
This proc e ss migh t
take 10 years, he thought.

CIVIL
RIGHTS
LEAGUE
j ~ ~ fCf-P ~
i,.,/i.~<l k- ~

Mr.
Moosa
said
it
was
difficult
to
put a time-span
on when we would come to the
end of the road.
A number of
steps had to be taken.
There
was
the question first
of
getting the parties together.
There would be
talks about
talks.
Then t he scrapping of
certain laws.
It could start
within our lifetime, but might
not end within our lifetime.

~'#

~e,l,

/'OU~

~ t .+Iv.- .A<,;--.ol 1..j A ~
~ ~ WV>\U(, ~ 1-'0
,cu, .

Ms Kadalie said merely that if
negotiation
was
not easy,
negotiating for women's rights

was even less easy.
Dr. Moll withheld comment.
Returning to
the question of
affirmative
action
and
redressing
inequalities,
Dr.

Hughes

suggested

certain

things could be done soon that
would show immediate benefit.
Information and education were
a most
important source of
capital formation.
A unitary
system of education could have
immediate benefit and would
also
nave
redistributive
effects.
Another was to end
the
current
exclusions
to
property rights .
Closing
the discussion, Prof.
Dennis Davis said that despite
all
that
had been said, we
were certainly in a much more
flui d
positi on
than
ever
before, and that in itself was
significant.
He thanked the
panel
for
an enlightening,
il lum inating discussi on.
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