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The second printi ng of our pamphlet is now ready and will be 
sent to those waiting for it as soon as possible . It has had a 
good reception in academic legal circles and will now en joy a 
wider circulation. 

Deserved honour 
We congratulate our patron , former Chairman and present Com­

mit tee member, Dr Oscar Wollheim, on the honorary doctorate of 
Social Science recently conferred on him by his Alma Mater, the 
Univers ity of Cape Town . Few men have done so much for t he under­
privil eged of the Cape Peninsula, as well as in the wider fields 
of Race Relations and Civil Rights . Long may he continue to 
adorn these fields , 

ft loss to South Afri ca (Cape Times, 24- 25-30/6/81) 
It was with great regre t . ... · that we learnt recently of 

the sudden death in south America of one of our most distinguish­
legal mcmbeT~ , Professor Barcnd van Niekerk of Natal University . 
He was a dauntless fighter for human rights, especially those of 
people who could not afford to pay for highly skilled legal defep­
ce . He established a society to campaign for the abolition of 
the death penalty , and fought the Terrorism Act , the system of 
detenti on without trial , and unsatisfactory prison conditions . 
Although far away in Natal , he was a member of the League for 
many years . Our sympathy goes to his family and the University of 
Natal. 
More resettlement? (Sunday Times , 21/6/81) 

We were happy to r eport in our last i ssue that a plan to 
move 700 tribesmen from their ancestral homes i n Kwazulu had been 
dropped . Now , however , comes news of ano t her planned "resettle­
ment" of 92 000 people in the Ladysmith di stri ct . Apparently the 
Gover nment is negot iati ng wi t h the aut hori t i es i n Kwaz~lu , but 
the demolition of homes has al r eady begun . The r esi den t s pr otes­
ted against t hi s move , but heve been offi ci a l ly i nfor med that 
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they will be moved 11if and when finances are available" . 
We hope that mercy will once again rejoice a gainst judg­

ment and that wiser counsels will prevail . We cannot think 
of any justifiable reason for such action . 

Don' t blame the police (Cape Times, 3/7/81) 
In Durban recently a lawyer, called i n by an Indian who had 

been warned by the police that by living together he and his white 
girl f riend were infringing the Immorality Act , told the poli ce 
what various Cabi ne t ministers had said about "co- operation with 
col oureds " and the fact .that 11 a softer line" was being taken on 
enfor--cement- --Of -the .;rmm.orali ty Act .• ... -· __ . _ ..... . . 

A police officer replied that the poli ce wer ~ not particu~ 
larly i:nterestE3d in what w~s being s ai"d a t minister ial· level,. · but 
i.n what laws were .on the s t ~tute book. They were 11l avf enforc ement 
officers and would enforce the l aw ". 

I t is definitely up to the Minister of In ternal Affairs to 
i ntroduce legi s lation on this controversial subj~ct . What abou t 
it, Mr Heunis ? 

Churches and human righ t s (Cape Times , 30/5/Sl p 
We applaud the a ction qf the Western Province Council o{ 

Chu::rches in seeking a~ i nterview with Dr Koornhof, Minister of 
Co- Operation and -Development, on the questi on of the women who 
returned to the Peninsula after .recently being de~orted to the 
Transkei , and incidentally that of the officia ls of the .Peninsula 
Admi ni s tra tion Board who agreed to suspend r a ids while t hi s inter­
view was being sought . 

Once a gain , it is up to Dr Koornhof~ 

Equal education and opportunity (cape Times, 3/7/81) f 

I t is understandable and right that coloured teachers should 
call for equal education for. all as the gateway to equal oppor­
t unities . Bht tbey , are also .right ±n calling f or 11a just, equal 
and democr~tic political di spensation~ • 

. For schools to be open to all races it is necessary~ for in­
s t ance , to abolish the Group Areas Act ~ This would , o.f cour se , 
also remedy other i njus tices and causes of grievance . Is the Go­
vernment prepared to take thi s s t ep'?· 

Where it should start ( cape Times, ... 7_.,11/6 /8·1) 
The police are reported to have raided a oraorein the white 

suburb of Cl_aremont because the pr esence o.f si.x black ohi]dr-en 
ou t of a t .ot al of abou t 90 viq:tate.s t lie G':ro.up Areas Act and · has 
produced c.ompl aints from some · whi-te r esident s ~n the area. 

Th.e complain~s vary . One neighbour complains of "noisen all 
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day. Another, who stated that he was 11born a Nationalist and 
would d.ie a N.ati.onalist 11 , objected to 11black. kids getting a foot 
in the cioor 11• o·f an officially white (i1;1 his own phrase , 11decent 11

) 

area. 
The parents of t he children concer ned nave o_r _o:ught them to 

the c r eche bec·a.use they want them to 11know how' to mix with all 
people"~. · ~ -

Again , one cannot blame, the police who have to carry out 
the law •. It is M.other case for the responsible Minister . 

Economic sense and -civil rights (.cape Ti mes , 11/6/8~) 
At a re.c.ent con:feren~e in- Port Eliza.beth a past_ president of 

the Midlands .Chamber of Indus-tries:. called _for "a new deal in edu­
cation and home ownership" for blacks . 

He .said industry believed _tha:t the blapk worker would never 
commit himself to the, free enterprise sysi;an while he considered 
himself p rejudiced because he vras denied the basi c .r i ght of own­
ing his own home . · "The near total .absence of the conc_ept of pri ­
vate h,ome .ownership in· the (b l ack) townships", he sai d ., "means 
that it is almost i mposs i ble for the black worker who has advan­
ced in indus try t o improiVe his domestic standard. of ;Living .. . "In-: 
adequate housing in the c·i ties was a big problem among bl,acks in 
particular .and· a major cause of dissatisf&ctio_n that expressed 
itself in labour unres t . • • There mus~ be a fu1i use of l abour and 
housing Jllll.St be a prio·ri ty i;n the e.conomi.c development pl an . 

i t is something that the realisation is spreading that 
human=rl.gh t 2 have an economic bal ue . 

"Unaccept.able in a democr acy" ( cap·e Ti mes, 22/~/Br)' ·; . 
The 11·cape Times II r eports that »t wo l _eading Af.rikaans news-

papers" have critici zed arpitrary hanni ngs ·and deten t ions. I 
"Rapport" , in an editorial, has referred to a parti cular 

banning as "oil on the fires .. 01 South Afri ca ' s enemies ( ! ) ; 
drastic administrative acti ons which do not have to be submitted 
t,o the judgment of an i udependent .court . I t did not know to what 
extent the rranned individual had "off ended" that justif i ed his 
being banned for f i ve year s: • • • "Vie must work on a dispensation 
which doe-s ..not have to depend on banni ngs and d etentions wi thout 
trial.·" 

•11 n i -e Vaderland" , also emphasising e ditorially that the acts 
of de.ta,ined and ba11ned people are unknown , said the action was 
11a r b.i trary ·and must be objeot ed t o" . 11 Arbi t r.ru,w action by the 
state, again.at individuals " , said the editori al, 11i s unacceptable 
i n a d-emocr ao.y 11• • such action was "a serious deviati on from demo­
crat :ic norms·11 • 
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we hope the Minister of Justi ce wi l l take note of these 

sentiments from his own-supporters . 

conditions of banning and detenti on (Cape Times , 12/6/81) 
It i s perhaps timely t o remind our selves of the conditions 

under which banned and detai ned peopl e live. 
"Most detainees", says the Cape Ti mes , "are held i n terms 

of Section 22 of the Gener al Laws Amendmen t Act, whi ch provi des 
for renewabl,el 14- day periods of detenti on . 

"However it is common prac.tice for detainees under thi s 
Act to be re~detained i n terms of the Ter rorism Act or the In­
ternal Security Act, both of which provide for i ndefinite deten­
tion without• tri al . 

"Under section six of the Terrori sm Ac t detainees are held 
incommunicado and without access to a ny reading matter except 
the Bible . •. . • 

"The most common restrictions imposed by banning orders a re : 
* Written or spoken statements of a banned person may not be 
quoted; 
* The banned person i s required to resign from any public 
organisation; 
* He or she is res t ricted to a magiste.:-ial district . " 

As at 12/t/81, the Institute of Race Relations knew of 
161 people banned and 152 others detained without trial , but 
other s have been added since that date. 

~ep'-;l__blic Festival and c~vil right~ (Cape Tim~s, 29/5/81) 
In a statement before Republic Day our Chairma~, Mr Brian 

Bishop, said, inter alia: 
"If a new path isoutlined now , if justice i s proclai c ed as 

the paramount aic of government actions , if education is norma­
l i zed , and if an end is put to unnecessary suffering , 1981 wild 
be celebrated in future as a great year in our history - a year 
in which the introduction of justi ce turned us back from the 
brink of a terrible calami ty. 

"The League dedicates itself to the cause of peace and jus­
tice, and to a south Africa f r ee of hatred and discrimination . 
These are achievement s worth celebrating, but we mus t f irst work 
together to achi eve them. " 
11Do yoµ. know? 11 ( Cape Times , 1/6 /81 ) 

Since 1960, 1 420 peopl e have been banned and 162 bani shed 
to· outlying a r eas. 

MOYA 


