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Ladies and Gentlemen , :- ';;;c 
It is my pri vilege to welcome you to our annual genera.l_u,/9 ~ 

meeting of 1981. 
As many of you will remember, this is a histo~ic date for 

the League . On September 1 4 , 1948, a City Hall . f illed to capa
city protested against the decision of the newly elected Natio
nal partJ Government to remove coloured men from the ·parliamen
tary voters' roll. rt was out of this meet~ng that the League 
was born . 

It is with regret that we record the death duri~g the year 
of one of our Patrons , Mrs Nell Marquard. We are grate ful for 
all that she and her husband, Leo , meant to the League . 

Events during the year 
During this year we have seen a parliamentary election, with 

suggestions, particularly from the Pri me Minister, that reform in 
spme respects might be on the way . So far, however, there is 
1ittle sign of practical s teps in the ri 5ht direction. 

The "keys" ordinance 
At the end of last year the Cape provincial council passed 

an Ordinance forcing employers i n any desi gnated .area in the cape 
to keep a duplicate key to their servants• quarte~s , to be made 
avai lable on demand to police or munici pal inspectors between 
midnight and 8 · a.m. in any area in which the ordinance applied. 
We have· not so far heard of the ordinance being applied · to any 
specific area (it was origi nally said . to be ·aimed at Sea Point), 
but it is certainly a shocking i nfririgeme.nt of the r i ght of pri-
vacy, an~ we hope it will become a dead letier . I 

The Koornhof Bill~ 
published towards the enq _ of last year, these three Bills 

have not yet been brought bef9re Parliament , and we do not know 
what changes may have been in-troducec;l . But the recent drastic 
action agai nst squatters at Nyanga. sugges-ts the worst . The .tv1inis
ter himself defined the"ir aim b_o.th as r ·emoving "hurtful discri
mi nation" and as introducing "more effective influx control 11 .Jud
ging by recent events, the latter idea ·'predominates. We have yet 
to see how the Minister proposes to give blacks 11 just as much 
fr~edom as whites" (his own phrase) . 

Meanwhile the Athlone Advice Office continues to help those 
who fall foul of the influx control system, and public-·iut·e't'est 
and help has been a heartening feature of the recent Nyanga 
troubles, where the League has ·also played a part. 



It was offici ally stated that the drafting commit t ee for 
the Bill~ included two blacks 

During the past year the League made representations to 
the Comniittee set up to revi s~ these Bills . 

Towards better~±ace relati ons 
An ericouragi ng feature in our schools over the past year 

has been the i n troduction of a compulsory black language i n 
whi t e primary schools in the Transvaal and Orange Free State, 
to be extended to hi gh schools , and as an op t ion in Nata l and the 
Cape, ·where -we hope it wi ll become compulsory also . 

Press freedom 
The Steyn Commission on the Press has .. n~t ye.t presen te-d its 

report-, and meanwhile, through the medium _of the s. A. '11ransport 
Service:s Bill; the Governme•nt is tightenin6 its contr ol over the 
Press with regard to police matters . It will be interesti·ng to 
learn the Steyn Commission's recommendations . No less a pers on 
than Mr Joel Mervis , giving evidence to the Qommission , described 
the Commission as a "watershed II i n press affa1rs . and consfoered 
t hat -the Gove_r.nment regarded it as "part of the total onsl augh t" 
on the Press .. 

several black jouroalist·s have been banned during the y ear. 
Early in 1981 the Governmen_t brought. abou_t _the ..:closing of two J o
hannesburg newspapers , . Post Transvaal and sunday Post, which 
action was condemned by its own press, including the Burger , Beelc 
Transvaler and Vol ksblad. 

consci entiou s -objection 
The stand made previously by Mr Peter Moll and Mr . Rich~rd 

s teel~., and Il) Ore recently by Mr Charles Yeafs, for freecfo in of 
conscience i n re~~ect of military service is one which the League 
considers any citizen has the right to make . The League in 1 97 2 
brought the issue to public notice by holding a conferenqe on 
conscientious objection , and we still urge that the law should be 
amended to allow·of such freedom of conscience . 

The Churches are pressing for recognition of the granting 
of alternative forms of servi ce on con~cientious grounds . 

Our pamphlet 
. Duri ng the year the Lea5ue published a pamphlet on "The res-
ponsibili t y of judge·s i n applying unjust laws in s outh Africa", 
which has aroused··considerable interest from both the legal _pro
fession and- -the general public. Na·turally- there has been some er 
ticism, but on the whole we feel the pamphlet has performed a use 
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ful - purpose. Copies of the second edition are now available, 
and names of possi ble i n terested recipients would be welcome. 
If .suffici-er1Uy -irfterested; such people might well join th.e 
Leagu~. 

Group areas 
One area of poli cy where the Prime Minister seemed to be 

contemplating possible action after the election was th~ G,roup 
Areas Act . So far , the only action we have noticed was in con
nection with sport! There are other areas where · change is even 
more necessary. 

A government c0mmissiom.has been looking into District Six 
in Cape Town and Pageview in Johannesburg. Its report - and pos
sible legisl'ltion flowing therefrom - will be awaited with inte
rest. In group areas, change is long overdue. 

President's council · 
This body is r eported to be occupied with the quest ion of 

constitutional change . I ts usefulness , however, is severely li
mited by the fact tha t the possibility of black repreientation in 
any suggested parliament has been ruled out in advance by ' the 
Prime Minister - and a lso black representation on the Council it
s elf . Apart from the question of justice, it is highly probable 
tha t coloured and Indian people woul d refuse to accept a fra n
chise tha t excluded blacks . 

Municipa l franchise . 
The City of Cape Town has come out in faVour of giving ba ck 

to all local owners and occupiers of landed property the munici
pal fran chise, irrespec.ti ve of race . Not surprisingly, there ha s 
been both support and opposition in the Cape Provincial Council1 
to such a move . In particular the Province ' s Member of the Exe
cutive Committee in charge of local g overnment, Mr Hernus Kr i el, 
is determined to make sure that National Party policies a re ap
plied by local authorities, and the Cape Town City Council in 
particul~r . An ordinance has been introduced gi ving t he Adminis
trator effective control of the appointments of seni.or munici pal 
officials, and another to enable him to change any names given to 
streets of v,hich he disapproves . In the light of this it seems 
hardly likely that the City of Cape Town will be allowed to rein
troduce a non- racial municipal franchise. But we hope the City '" 
Coun'cil will make its intentions in this regard quite cl ear, 
even if at present it is blocked from i mpl ementing them. 
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Banning and detention 

The system of banning and of detention without trial con
tinues unabated. The one gleam of light in the darkness . is 
the fact that newspapers like Rapport and Die Vaderl and,though 
still support i ng the Government, have criticised such actions 
as being 11unacce-p t able in a democracy" . Considering the con
ditions under which banned and deta ined people live, this is 
almost the understat ement of the year. 

The League and the Press. 
During the past year there has been a welcome improvement 

in our relationship·with the Press. Particularly in regard to 

.. 

the recent events at Nyanga, the Press has given considerable 
publicity to the League's views . We welcome this because it · 
he lps to bring civil rights issues before the publi9 and -to give 
them cause for thought ab out su ch issues. Though public -o'Jiinion 
works ~lowly , it must have some eff ect, and the press i s one of 
the main channels in forming su ch opinion. It is unfortunate t hat 
its ~f fect -is probably counteracted by the government- inspired -
and probably more widespread - influence of television. ·we ~ou l d 
again encourage our members to write to the Press - as indeed s ome 
of them do - on such issues , and to draw their friends' aitention 
to them. One of the League's main functions is to encourage the 
growt h of a healthy public opinion on matters of civil and human 
rights, and this can be done on a far wider scale through ou.r mem
bers than through the limit~d resour ces the League has . 

Our committee and us 
Most of our members know little of the inner worki ngs o f the 

League , being only consci ous that behind its news letter and its 
public statements there must be a committee ! This committee meets 
monthly and deals with civil rights issues and possible a ction about 
them . It would welcome . the nominat i on of more people prepared to 
help in this task . It would be .helpful if the r a nk and f ile member
ship made more use of their annual privilegs of nomination and elec
tion of commit t ee members . 

The Committee wishes a gain , however , to express its gratitude 
for the loyal support' of our members during the past years , without 
which ·the League could not survive . 

MOYA 

BRIAN BISHOP, 
Chai rman 


