
, 
p ( I ~ I ~ ~l , I),,~ 

CIVIL RIGHTS 
Box 3807 C~pe Town 8000 ; 

Vol. XXVI No . News Letter March 26, 1979 

Subscriptio~ 
Our warm thanks to all those members who have already re

newed their subscriptions - and a gentle reminder to those who 
are still meaning to do so but haven't yet got around to it1 
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Winds of change? (Cape Ti mes, 6/2/79 , 22/2/79, 3/3/79) 
The state President in opening Parliament recently said that 

the government was preparing a blueprint "where black people 
will fit into the constitutional dispensation". 

The Minister of Plural Relations, Dr Koornhof, was reported 
recently as saying that the f ive-year plan intended to deal with 
the quality of life of blacks in urban areas was to be worked 
into "a far broader blueprint covering political and social pro
blems facing this group". A wider plan, he said, was needed 
which would include a 11 blueprint for fitting urban blacks into 
the total constitutional set- up for South Afri ca11 • 

The Burger (sa,Ys Ger ald Shaw in the ~ape Times) pr6sented 
Dr Koornhof •s remarks under front-page headlines - "NEW ERA FOR 
URBAN BLACKS" , i ncluding "99- year leases and happy family life, 
a simp~ification of the identificntionsystem in th~ l abour field, 
the abandonment of economic restrictions on urban Africans in 
their own areas, the development of business centres in the bllck 
townships, and municipal autonomy" . 

This would be progress indeed. But we confess to sharing 
Mr Shaw's view that Dr Koornhof 11is going to need time and loads 
of political good fortune" even to set such a process going. We 
can only pray that he wi ll have these things. 

His s t atement in Parliament recently that housing for blacks 
was to be provid1ad "on the same basis as for the other population 
groups" is satisfactory as far as it goes . But in viev; of past 
statements by ministers about the non- permanence of blacks in 
urban areas - their uncompromising refusals even to consider a 
permanent black population in "white" townships, the r&moval of 
South African · citizens~i~ from all with even the most tenuaus 
connection with "homelands " , the denial of Section lO(l)rigr: t s 
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even to those born in urban areas, Dr Koornhof ' s statement will, 
we fear, be treated by blacks with a certain reserve : but we 
wish him the power t o implement his apparent good intentions. 

The pass system and commercial activiti es in black areas 
which he mentions would be only a beginning, but an i mportant onE 
Almost as important i s the need to consult the black people them
selves about their wi shes and requirements - what the Cape Times 
(26/2/79) calls "a process of real negotiation". The day for 
imposed solutions , however benevolent, is past. 

The Burg€r is careful to point out (Cape Times, 10/2/79) 
that 11 the creation of contented urbari communities is , after all , 
not a negation of the homeland ideal". Certai nly not: but , 
if implemented, it will give blacks what they are at present de
nied - freedom of choice as to where they and their families 
1 i ve and \'l'Ork. 

Imfuduso (We are being made to move) 
In this connection a statement made by some of the women of 

Crossroads regarding a play they have r.ecP.ntly presented in Cape 
Town is noteworthy : · 

11It is in pain and suffering that we thought of this sketch . 
''We started thinking deep that people must see how we are 
living here, where we came from, and our struggle. We call 
the sketch 1 The Exodus', being moved. We don't want t o 
give up, to lose hope . That's why we thi nk of the Israeli 
tes who had to leave Egypt . Whether they demolish Cr oss
roads , or let us live in peace, v.e are going to reach the 
goal . We are looking strai ght ahead of us . We do not 
want to look back . This is to be a rem~mbrance for us . •• 
a picture in the life of people. We want our grandchi~~ren 
to see hovr we have been tr€ated as Black people - our child
r en to see we try hard . " 

1{ew image for the ASB (Argus, 1- 3/3/79) 
Dr Koornhof has , perhaps, unexpected allies. The once ver

krampte Afrikaanse Student9bond has set up a commission to inves 
tigate alternatives to the demolition of Croesroads and the wholE 
issue of migrant labour in order to promote discussion of such 
issues in the Afrikaans universiti es . 

11Th8re is a lot of emphasis on talking , 11 said one represen
t.a.ti ve . "It is important black and white should know about each 
other, so we can go forward together." 

We couldn ' t agree more . 
The organisati on intends to bring out publications to be 

d i stri bu ted to "squatter s , member s of Parliament, and stud en ts 11
, 
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and a monthly ASB newpaper called Asliek. 

The ASD is to recommend to the D~partment of Plural Relatios 
and the Western Cape Administration Board that residents of Cross
roads should not be moved to homelands wheTe there is no employ
ment for them. This it regards as a "basic , non- negotiable point ! 
of departure" . Ths report suggests as possible al ternatives to · I' 
such removal 
* the upgrading of existing dwellings, which would create ! 
reasonable homes and consequently an acceptable residential area. 
* The speeding up of homeland development, which would create 
jobs in the homelands. 
* The creation of a new township. 
* Blacks who have been in the Western Cape for many year s · 
must be allowed to stay and live and wor k unhindered , and be left 
to gravitate naturally to the homelands once t here is employment 
there. 

The ASB has appointed a commissi on to "formulate a defini te 
set of final proposals for Crossroads" . 

All power t o this hopeful new direction . 

§aving the Province money! (Cape Times, 24/2/79) 
For some years now the Cape Provincial Administration has 

been paying a subsidy to City Tramways towards the oost of run~ 
ning racially segregated buses in and around Cape Town. 

Recently it emer ged from a Provinci al Council debate that, 
owing to the withdrawal of segregation on buses, this subsidy 
was no longer necessary and would presumably fall away. 

We do not know if abol i shing apartheid on the r ailways would , 
have the same beneficial effect, but it would certainly have 
others. I 

The death penalty (Cape Times, 1- 5/3/79) 
The arguments for and against the death penalty are fairly 

well known and, in general , strongly held . For this latter rea
spp especially, we would support the recent plea for a non- parti
san commission of inquiry . 

The Cape Ti mes points out that south Africa accounts for b e
t ween 75 and 90 per cent of all judici al killings in the wes t ern 
world , .. hich in itself seems an unanswerable ar gument for such an 
inquiry • 

• We hope tha t the gover nment and our legal authorities will 
give the matter serious considerati on, i f only (as the Cape 
Ti mes suggests) 11 to throw the light of reason and information on 
a subject where far too much ignorance, prejudice and blind 
emotion exist". 
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Opening black universities (Cape Ti~, 8/3/79) 
It is a step i n the right direction that all black univer

sities should now be open to any black student . But only a .· 
small s t ep. The ideal is that any university should be open 
to any student who is academically equipped to profit by its 
teaching and to contri bute to i t ·s life. We hope that s.11 our uni 
versities will move in this direction. It is a matte r on which 
their autonomy should be unquestioned. 

The case of Peter Jones (Cape Times, 15/2/79) 
Peter Jones has been released , after 17 months in detention 

in Grahamstovm, with no charge brought against him. On _the day 
he left detention he was served with a five- year banning order 
restricting him to th~ magisterial district of Somerset West , 
where his parents live. 

Mr Jones has no redress against this arbitrary action. 
How many other people, still in detention, are in the same po
sition? WG hope the matter will be strongly brought to public 
attention, in Parliament and outside it. 

During his first four months, in terms of the Terrorism Act 
( Section 10), .hi.r Jones was held incommunic::ado. Later, while 
atill in prison, he comple ted his B.Comm. degree, started at the 
University of the Western c·ape. 

Toughnen on group areas (Cape Times, 3/3/79) 
The Mini s ter of Community Development has announced that 

"severe action" will be taken a gainst people who move into white 
area~ in contravention of the Group Areas Act, and also against 
landl ords and property owners who let premises to "disqualified 
persons". The Minister appealed to "illegal" occupants to 1 
"termina te their occupation and return to their own areas" . 

He does not saY- where such persons can find accommodation. 
In the light of the long waiting lists for houses, it seems 
highly unlikely . And if, in desperation, they turn to squatting 
they are likely, sooner or l ater, to be ejected again • •• 

And the Minister of Environmental Planning has refused an 
urgent appeal from the Cape Town Chamber of Commerce to have part 
of District Six deproclaimed as a white group area and declared 
open to all races, as recommended by the Theron Commission 

For our records 
We would appreciate it if those who have not returned their 

" sub. reminders" to us would do so, whether they are in fact 
making a payment this year or not - even if {"which we would much 
r egret) they ar e discontinui ng t h ei r memb er ship . .• 
i_vlQY .A 


