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Our grateful appreciation goes to all who have responded so 
promptly and generously with their subscriptions·; -·p1eas-e let us 
know if a receipt does not reach you. 

We have sent out nearly 100 letters to your nominees -thanks 
again . The percentage r esponse so far has not been as high as 
we would like, but nearly 100 more people now know about the 
League - which is good in itself and may bear fruit later. 

Plural relations •••• ? (Cape Times, 8-9-17/2/78) 
The new name found by Dr Mulder for his Department is - as 

The Cape Times points out - not likely to make it more popular 
than the old one unless it incorporates essential changes in at 
titude which, unfortunately, are not yet apparent. Dr Mulder has 
emphasised that he still looks forwar d to a time when no African 
will be a South African citizen - and it is certain that this is 
unacceptabl e to Africans themselves. To refuse South African ci
ti zenship to the thousands of urban Africans is, without doubt , 
to ask for trouble. One can only hope that from the quite genuine 
concern which the Mi nister has , for instance, for Soweto, a grea
t ~r realism will evolve - and that without too long a delay . One 
factor which he does not seem to be taking account of at all is 
the wi shes of the people concerned. He is prepared, he says , ,t~ 
go on negotiating: but what is the use of "negoti ation" bet.ween 
an irresistible force and an immovable post? 

Meanwhile we hope that Dr Mulder will t ake speedy steps to 
change practi cal details, such as the pass laws, which are haras
sing and productive o·f tension and resentment. We look forward 
to the development of hi s "five- year plan" for i mproving condi
tions i n the townships . 
Beach apartheid (Cape Times, 18/1/78) 

One cannot but sympathi se with the view of l\lir David Curry, 
of the Labour Party, who views the Admini strator's willingness 
to consider opening "certain beaches" to all races with un·der
standable suspicion. "A person must be able to choose, 11 he says . 
11It 1 s now a question of the best beaches being kep t white. 11 (The 
Administrator has said he is not prepc~ed to open all beaches , 
though he will list.en t o "wel l - rr:ot::. va t ed II applicati ons from 
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local authorities for re- zoning.) 
Coloured bodies of standing should also take the oppor

tunity of putti ng their vi ews before the Admi nistrator. As 
Dr John Sonnenberg has pointed out, there is more to it than 
just allocation of beaches. The whole question of seaside faci 
l ities, public transport and effective control needs to be tack
led in co- operation by the vari ous authori ties concerned, work
i ng together. 

Academic freedom? (Cape Times, 12/2/78) 
It is unfortunate , to say the least, that after coloured 

and bJack students had been publicly welcomed to the Universi ty 
of Stellenbosch (reportedly, 31 out of a student body of 10 800), 
they should have been informed in private that this did not in-

-ci'U'O""~r d~cing, living in official residences, or playing for the 
university outside the camp.us.. Some at least of__~he white stu-

. dents are reported as regarding these restrictions as ridiculous., 
which is a good sign . 

"Plural" inhumanity (Cape Times, 22/1/78) 
The Dep~ty Minister of Plural Relations and Development, Dr 

W.L. Vosloo, :has announced that Crossroads with its 20 000 squat
ters will · be treated "in exactly the· sa:me way as Uni bell" - that 
is, ruthlessly bulldozed, without any provisi on for its inhabi
tants ( except those who accept repatri•ation to Transkei) and ir
respective of the weather. "Squatting", says Dr Vosloo, "is a 
negative aspect of society . " Apparently he regards bulldozing as 
a positive one. 

Dr Vosloo says that all "illegal II Transkeian and other home
la!}d .cJ ti zens will be repatriated , but has not revealed any plan, 
ei ti).Etr for "legal" Africans or for coloured people . 

· The heads of the three biggest churches in South Africa are, 
as we go to press , to maka an appeal to the Minister to postpone 
the demolition until the 20 000 can be settled elsewhere. We can 
only hope that humanity and reason will persuade him to adopt this 
"more positive method" . 
NOTE: Crossroads is a recognised emergency camp under ' th~ control 
cf the Cape Divisional Council, which provides minimum services for 
which the inhabitants are charged . 

It was recently reported that permis~ion had been refused for 
the use of a disused holiday camp (the John Power Camp) to house 
displaced squatters . 
111.rrigger- hapvY" ( Cape Times, 22/2/78) 

'.rhe official figures for people ki l led or wounded by police 
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shootings over the last ten years, as quoted by the Minister in 
Parliament this week, are highly disturbing. The number of such 
deaths rose from 37 in 1968 to 202 in 1976, declini ng to 149 in 
1977 : this·,. exclusive of deaths during riots or ci vil disturbance 

At the very least, this calls for a rigorous i nquiry by the 
Minister into the whole question of police use of firearms . 

"Stifling good works?" 
Three draft Bills were published during 1977, entitled The 

Soci al Workers and Associated Professions Act , the Fund- raising 
Act and the National Welfare Act. It was proposed to bring them 
before Parliament in 1978. They aroused a storm of protest from 
those interested in all forms of social work as well as from the 
Churc.hes. At present they are r eported to have been shelved, and 
we hope this is not mer ely a preliminary to their being re- issued 
in a less blatant but equally damaging form . Briefly, the Acts 
would exercise a ri gid control both over those allowed to prac
tise "social work 11 (e . g. lay workgrs for the churches), but the 
r aising of_ funds, even by the churches, for that purpose. : •An 
overall bureaucracy with almost incredible powers would control 
all suc·h activity . 

Says Rev. Peter Storey, Editor cf "Dimension", "In the deli
cate field of voluntary good w0rk ••• this is the kind of control 
Vihich could stifle the spirit of servi ce . -" . 1· 

To us as a League one mat ter of prime concern is the 1nter
ference under the Acts with the right of i ndividuals, and their 1, 

representativo bodies, to decide for thems~lves what activity they, 
shall undertake for the benefit of their fellow men, and how they 
shall employ their own money for th&t purpose . We cannot accept 
that any government official or body has the right to prescribe 
or control these things. · 

If we had not in the past seen so many unjustifiable measu
res become law we should find it hard to believe that any govern- 1· 

ment could seri ously propose such laws as these. We hope that 
for once public opi nion will exercise some influence and that the 
Bills will not be i ntroduced . 

We are i ndebted to the Editor of "N.C .Vl. News 11 for permis
sion to quote from a summary of the legislation, which we think 
will be appreciated by our readers. This is by Mrs M.L . Lindsay , 
a member of the League ' s Committee and Convener of the Parliamen
t ary Committee of the National Council of Women of South Africa: 

"Whi le it is undoubtedly desirable tha t the public should 
not be cheated by bogus collectors or fraudulent organisa-
tions, thera is legislation against obtaining money under 
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false pTetences, and the complicated procedures and 
strict controls of this draft Bill go b~yond what is 
necessary for the protection of the public. The pcwers 
of the Minister to prohibit collections, of the Direc
tor to impose conditions, of inspectors to ente_r, search 
and interrogate are such as to cause grave disquiet, as 
are the powers of the Regional Welfare Boards. Every 
kind of organisation falls under the definition of an 
organisation and will accordingly be unable to receive 
donations unless authorised by the Director. 

"In all three Bills the machinery of supervision 
and control exclud~s the courts , except for the provi
sion in the Social Workers and Associated Professions 
Act that if a ·fine imposed by the Council is not paid 
the case may be sent to a magistrate for review. 

11The Regional Welfare Boards are to determine I the 
existing and future welfare needs of the inhabitants 
or any specific section of the inhabitants of the region', 
whicp may imply planning for di fferent race groups. As 
it is the Minister of Social Welfare and Pensi ons who 
will exercise powers under th€ Acts, however, it seems 
that it is the needs and welfare of White persons with 
which the Acts are concerned . 

"Taken together the three draft Bills impose strjct 
control by Government officials and statutory bodies of 
the activities and the financing of all those organisa
tions and persons who seek to benefit their fellow-men. 
One phrase about the rights of organisations to self
determination in the National Welfare Act is unconvin
cing when it is surrounded by pages of measures for the 
control of such activities and for the exercise of dic
tatorial powers .••• 

11It is difficult to see how these Acts can do other 
than hamper voluntary workers and discourage active 
private benevolence." 

There is an old saying, "All power corrupts, and 
~ absolute power corrupts absolutely • •• 11 

P.S. IF YOU HAVEN'T RETURNED YOUR SUB.REMINDER 
- WITH OR WITHOU'.I' A PAYMENT - HOW ABOUT IT? 


