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In wishing all our readers a happy and peaceful 1976, we 
would also send speci al thanks to all who have already paid t heir 
1976 subs . To them, we are of course not sending the usual re
minder . We would greatly appreciate prompt attention to this by 
those who do receive it. Please let us know if you disagree with 
our records, and if we are using your correct address. 

Human Rights Day 
We were pleased to see four forceful letters in the Cape 

Tim~ on Human Rights Day (December 10) , two of them from our own 
members . These drew attention to various ways in which South Af
r ica falls short of the standard set by the Declaration of Human 
Rights ( which, in company with several other countries including 
Sovi et Russia, she has never signed), including the plight cf 
squatters and the system of de tention without trial . One of our 
members i n her letter paid a dcs '3rved tr::.bute to the part pl ayed 
by our pres s in keeping before the public the danger t o South Af
ri ca itself of .he erosion of such rights. 

More power to your peus in the New Year! 

~duca tion for Africans (Cape Times, 28/11/75 , 1/12/75, 6/12/75) 
Two more of our members have been reminding their fellow 

citi zens, through the press , of the urgent need for bursary help 
to African scholars. The figures given in these two letters show 
how impossible it is for most African parent·s to send their child
ren to school on the wages they earn, and how deserving many of 
the applicants are. 

Once again we would wholeheartedly support this appeal . This , 
a s the Cape Times points out , is not charity : it is an invest
ment which will earn enormous divi dends for South Africa's future . 
Contributions may be sent to the Bantu Schol ars • Fund , Box 294 , 
Rondebosch 7700 . Such contributions are exempt from income tax. 

"Detentions : Lessons of the Breytenbach case" 
Under this heading the Cape Times publi shed on December 4 a 
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letter from the Civil Right s League which should be of inte
res t especially to our non- local readers . It read as follows: 

"The Civil Rights League extends its hearty congratula
tions to the Cape Times on its editorial (November 28) , and 
wholeheartedly identifies itself with the sentiments expressed . 

"The League nas r epeatedly drawn public attention to the 
depl~rable -provisions of the Terrorism Act, under which persons 
may be held, incommunicado, without . access to legal advice, for 
an indefinite period at the will of the Minister and the Secu
rity Police. 

11 The recently- concluded Breytenbach case provides a parti
cularly blatant exa~ple of the possibilities under the Act. Of 
the people so detained, all for over two months, some for over 
three (Rand Daily Mail, November 27) only two were apparently 
called to give evidence . The others were not called. 

"The public prosecutor of the Transvaal, Dr Yutar, took ere
di t for this . 11We mercifully did not call the other detainees," 
he said , "and saved them the embarrassment of revealing under 
oath their part in this conspiracy . " 0::-i e may be forgiven for 
wondering whether it would not have been the state that was em
barrassed by the lack of justification for their prolonged de
tention . (Even if their evidence was required, could they not 
have been allowed out on bail?) They might well have preferred 
to have the opportunity of stating their position in court . 
Then, at least, justice could have been seen to be done. As it 
is, they are left with the smear of an unspecified "part" and a 
warning not to take advantage of, or abuse, the "mercy" shown 
them . 

"The one mitigating feature is the evidence of Miss Jenny 
Curtis that her treatment in detention ,vas 'fair' . But her 
comment is revealing: ' There is really nothing so awful as 
having nothing to do, read or write or have no knowledge of 
the outside world ' . 

"If a man is detained without sufficient cause under any 
other law, he can, upon release , take legal action against the 
police . This resource is not open to the detainees in the 
present case because thei_r detention in terms -of the Act was 
lawful . This is an' additional reason for repeating the call 
for the r~peal of those clauses in the Act that so directly 
contravene the rule of law . If the Breytenbach case helps to 
bring this home to t he general public , some good will have 
come out of it . 11 
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Arrests (Cape Ti mes , 2- 3- 4/12/75) 

Meanwhile, a number of people have been arrested under the 
Suppression of Communism Act, including t wo (Karel Tip and Glenn 
&Oss) who were detained , but not charged , i n connection with the 
Breytenbach case under the Terrorism Act . The police say these 
arrests (not detentions) are in connection wi t h activi ty between 
mi d 1973 and late 1974. The arrested people will appear i n court 
in Johannesbur g , TThere th~ warrant for their arrest was issued , 
They are allowed 1 egal representation , and their attorneys are 
understood to be trying to get details of the charges they will 
face. 

Hats off_J;_~IC~O (A!~-~, 6/12/75) 
The National Institute for Crime Prevention and Rehabilita

tio11 has opened a night she:ter for vagrants in historic District 
Six , with space for 30- 50 people. This is intended for the "to
tally inadequate", &.l'ld if they really want help, the shelter will 
try to rehabilitate t hem. The organisers hope to gi ve their 
guests an cpportunity of miying Tiith other people , and they ap
peal to members of the public, and university students, to help 
with this in the evenings. Funds are also needed . Donations may 
be given through the Community Chest . 

Passports (rn~ 6/12/75; Cape Times 3/12/75) 
The Government's policy of refusing passports and issuing 

deportation orders without giving reasons to the persons concern
ed or to the public does not altogether s trengthen its position 
in the detente exercise . On December~ the Cape Times reported 
that a woman lay worker in the Angl i ca;1 church in Damaraland 
(S . W. A.) had been summarily ordered to leave the country imme
diately (although a week's respite was granted on the plea of her 
superiors) . No reasons have been given . 

On December 6 the Argus reported that Dr Beyer s Naud e of 
the Christian Institute had been refused a passport to attend and 
address a meeting of the Royal Institute of International Affairs 
in London . (His passport was withdrawn a few days after his re
turn f rom an overseas trip in 1974 and its return has been 
refused.) 

To quote a recent Cape Times cartoon quip : "Justi ce must 
not only be seen to be done: i t must be seen to be believed , " 

The right to secrecy (Cape Times, 14-15-20/11/75; Argus 15/11 /75) 
It is an unusual pleasure to be able to a~ree wholeheartedly 

with Dr Koot Vorster , Moderator of the Nederduite Gereformeerde 

,, 
1 
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Kerk , who has defended the right of cler gymen not to diY\llge 
confi dences made to t hem under pledge of secr ecy . It was , 
he sai d , a clergyman's duty no t to di scuss or di sclose such 
confi dences and he should no t be for ced to . This atti tude was 
supported by l~adi ng clergymen of t he Roman Catholic and Ang
lican churches, who said that priests who disclose information 
told t hem during confession can be suspended f rom acting as 
mini s ters of religion . 

Th e Supreme Court in Gr ahamstown has r ul ed to t h e con
trary , a judge s t ating that in English l aw , appli cabl e i n t his 
case , ther e was "over whelmin g authority" agai nst the gr anting 
of such a pri vi lege t o t he cler .CT • The Angl i can Dean of 
Johannesburg, however , says that in Eur opean count r i es the 
pr esent law al lows priests professi onal secrecy . 

The mat ter i s to be t aken t o appeal. 
We commend thi s question to the a tt enti on of t he 

Vi l j oen Commissi on of i nquiry --nto south Afri ca 's penal 
system. 

An inhuman classification ( sunda;y Ti mes, 16/11/75) 
Among the laws crying o~t for revision or abolition 

the Race Classification Act stands hi gh on the list . Few 
of our laws can h ave caus ~d more misery, or more bi tter
ness in race relations . The recent case of a mother of 
three , who blamed the Act for "destr oying my f amily and 
dri v.ing my two elder sons to crime", n.eeds little comment. 
"Ever since they VTer e born , " s ays the mot her, 11my -child
ren have lived i n a sort of raci al no- man ' s land - r e jected 
by Coloured people , who say they are Whi te , and by Whites , 
who say they are Coloured . " At present one of the two el
der sons is held i n a Bl ack pri son on char ges of murder. 
The ot her is in a Whi te prison on char ges of assault. 
Their father wa s an Aus t ralian . The. one i s classified as 
Coloured and the other as White . 

The mot her ea;ys she i s goi ng t o write t o the Minister 
of t he Interi or t o "have my chil dr en ' s r ace classification 
settl ed once and f or al l". 

We h ope the Mini s t er will ser i ously consi der the desi 
r abi l ity of r epealing t he Act alt9get her . He could make 
no bet ter contribution to de t ente . 

Membership: We need more members . Pl ease use- -the sli p 
sent t o you to enrol family and f r iends ! MOYA 


