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Subscriptions: (prompt payment saves us work.') 
We regret that owing to pressure of other work it is not 

possible to send out our usual "sub . remi nder" with this issue • 
. Subscriptions , however , are now due and will be gratefully re
ceived (minimum per calendar year still 50c) . Reminders will 
be sent in February to those who have not paid (or are not pre
viously covered) for 1971 , 
Human needs 

Perhaps we notice cases of human need more at Christmastime, 
but let us go on remembering them . We would particularly com
mend to our readers the dwellers in the "Valley of Plenty" . It 
ie part of our duty , not only to help where we can (donations to 
Kupugani, 73 Commercial Street , or c/o Rev . A. Gordon, Box 4, 
P . O. Squ1rehill, Retreat), but to keep public opinion and the 
authorities conscious of such elementc.ry needs as water , lat
rines , refuse collection and a fire watch . But food is even 
more urgent . Those who are helping must be encouraged to go on . 

There is ,,lso the Quaker Welfare Service (Box 178 , Milnerton) 
which helps hungry children all over the country - pcrticularly, 
we believe,in the Transkei . 

Key issues for the C.R . C. 
It is a hopeful sign that the Minister of Coloured Affairs 

hns given a sympathetic hearing to a deputation which made 
representations to him recently about the disparity between tl-.e 
salaries of White and Coloured teachers , and that he has pro
mised to take up the anomalies with the Public Service Commis-• 
sion , We hope thc.t ct the so.me time he will apply the princi-· 
ple of equal pay for equal work (which is given at least lip 
service in most other government departments) a s between men ~nd 
women teachers . Apart from being mere justice, adjustment of 
these points should help to lessen the drain of qualified tea 
chers of both sexes t o more remunerative (and less exacting) 
work in other spher es . 

The C. R. C. i s a lso taking up such matters as housing, com-
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pulsory education, and the question of better pay and working 
di tions for farm labourers - who, so far, seem to have been 
no one ' s responsibility . 

And the Africans ••• ? 
It was noted in the Argus recently that according to the 

new salar y scales recently announced , the gap between the star
ting salaries of African and White men teachers with the same 
qualifications (a degree and a one-year teaching diploma) has 
widened from Rl35 to Rl75 a month . Between African and White 
women with diplomas there is a discref)a.ncy of Rl55 c1. month . 
(There· is also a discrepancy of R360 between the starting sa
laries of White men and women teachers with the same qualifi 
cations, and of Rl20 in those of African men and women tei:chers 
- per annum_.} 

The usual excuse for such discrepancies (<tpart from 11 the 
South African way of life") is of course lack ,)f money , and not 
·only in government circles . . (An anonymous correspondent of 
the Cape Times,,_ ging the need for a wage freeze to combat in
flation declares that "Equal pay for women workers should not 
be a llowed until the inflation problem is solved"!) 

We are so accustomed to the shoestring basis for African 
education that we do not always realise it. And the Africans 
have no "Representative Council" to make representa tions on 
their behalf . But surely Chief Matanzima and his colleagues 
should r egard it as part of their r esponsibility? 

Stirrings of conscience - and evasion 
One ar gument recently us ed by the Mini ster of Coloured 

Affairs regarding the future of the Coloured people was that 
t he course already embarked on could not be changed "because 
too much had already been spent on separate Coloured 
facilities 11 . 

I t is refreshing to find the Afrikaans Calvinistic jour
nal Woord en Daad at least questioning this reasoning. The 
journal declares (what must seem elementary to most people) 
that the correctness of a policy cannot be determined by the 
amounts spent on it, rightly or wrongly . The Government 1 s 
desire to i mprove Coloured- White relations, says the journal , 
seems a pious wish if the existing vagueness on the future 
of the Coloured peopl e "means emptiness for the Coloured 
people" . 

The compara tively verligte Nationalist pa~er Rapport 
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disagrees with t he pl ea of Woord en Daad for a t horoughgoing de
bate on- t he fu t ure of t he Col our ed peopl e , whi ch it (right ly , i n 
our opinion) r egar ds as "pot entially t he most di visi ve questi on 
in our politics " . Rather, i t says , rectify the unfai r al l oca
tion of beaches t o Col our ed people , aboli sh certain forms of job 
reservation and t he injustices of group ar eas , and discr epancies 
between Whi t e and Coloured teacher s ' sal ari es . The paper says 
that befor e discussions on the future of the Coloured people can 
be continued, the C. R. C. and the "Br own municipalities" must 
prove themselves . "Coloured people mu.st first find their feet 
on the management levels which so far , for whatever reasons , have 
been closed to them. Then only can we· and they have fur t her 
fruitful di scussions • • • 11 

• some/ 
(It's the same old story , isn't it? We are at ill told in/ 

circles that women must prove themselves equally capable before 
they will be paid the same as men ..• ) 

But the stirrings of conscien ce persist. Now Dr Andries 
Treurnicht, editor of Hoofstad , is reported as calling unequivo~ 
cally for ultimate "complete sovereignty" for the Coloured group 
(an idea shared by Mr M.C, Botha , Minister of Bantu Administra
tion and Development, but not by Mr Loots, Minister of Coloured 
Affairs • .. ). 

And the Coloured people themselves? So far, no one has 
consulted them about it . That is why the position of the C. R.C , 
is so interesting and important . 

Those "unnecessary" powers • • . 
Repeatedly during the past twenty- t wo years ~e have seen a 

Minister asking for powers which both Parliament (i. e, the Oppo-
s i ti on) and public opinion regarded as excessi ve. The Jlrlini s-
ter Is reply has always been tha t such powers would be used only 
in an emergency. Almost without exception, such Wtinister s have 
subsequently found occasions vrhen they felt justified in using
the power s in question - and neither Parliament nor public cpj 
nion has been able to do more than say "I told you so", 

The l a test such occasion is due to come up in the 1971 
session of Parliament , The Government is now proposing to t ake 
over from l0ca l authorities all r esponsi bi lity for African urban 
affai rs , i ncludi ng housing, influx contr ol and labour bureaux , as 
provi'ded for in the Bantu Affairs Admi nistr ati on Bi l l. 

But , we are t old , the sweepi ng changes contemplated i n the 
Bill will be given effect onl y where and when needed to enable 
Africans living in one municip.al a~ea t o work in another muni ci -
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pal a r ea wi t hout running t he ri sk of forfei t i ng residential 
rights . The Bill proposes to set up "admini str a ti on ar eas" 
embracing several municipalities , withi n whi ch areas Afri
cans could seek work without (as happens t oday) lo~i ng the 
r ight to live in the Cape Town municipal ar ea if they wor k 
i n , sa.y , an adjacent Divisi onal Counci l ar ea. 

I t has been pointed out , however , that provision for 
this greater mobility could be made m.thout depriving the 
local authorities of their juri sdicti on , and with it , of 
any flexibility they can still exercise in the carrying 
out of government policy . No doubt the municipalities 
will be alert to this . In principle , we feel there is 
already far too much limitation of the powers of local 
au thor ities . Even the mos t benevolent paternalism can 
be unhealthy . 

Police methods 
In Parliament last year, Mr Jaap Marais of the 'ITNP 

caused a major controversy by producing a document which 
he said was proof of telephone tapping. He made a state
ment to the press on the matter uhich the police prevented 
them from publishing. He was subsequently charged with 
divulging state secrets, but he has now been declared not 
guilty by the Appeal Court. 

Although the Prime Minister denied in Parliament that 
t elepho~e tapping took place , General Van den Bergh , head 
of BOSS , admitted in the Appeal Court that his department 
used t his method . 

We hope · this matter will be brought up again in par
liament this year and clari fied . After all , if our Go
vernment finds it necessary to t ap telephones , why not say 
so? Would it harm our "overseas image"? 

The known interference with the mail of such bodies 
as NUSAS has been highlighted by the confiscation of an 
item recently reported in the press (some typed notes for 
a speech , banned as a "pamphlet" in the Government Gazette) . 

And the Chief Deputy Commi ssioner of Police , appealing 
for public help to comba t crime , says , "We are jealous of 
our c.ode never to i dentify an informer" . 

So if people are charged and tried , they cannot con
front the source of their charge in court . Is this South 
African justice? We commend this a l so to Mr Mike Mitchell· 
for attention in Parl iament . MOYA 
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