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Our twentieth anniversary and annua l gener al meeting is to 
be held i n the Claremont Civic Centre at 8 p . m. on Monday , Octo
ber 14 . The s peaker will be Dr Alan Paton . We need n ot , 
therefor e , ur ge all who can t o come and to bring t heir f riends . 

Consci ence , criti cism and Mr Vors t er 
Recent ly our Pri me Mi ni s t er bas been usi ng Nat ionalist Party 

Provi nci a l congresses as plat forms t o issue s t er n warni ngs t o 
two groups of people - parsons who "pr each politics " from t heir 
pul pits and student s who used their f r eedom of expr ession on t he 
campus to "di s r upt t he order of thi ngs " . 

This is not surprising . A r egi me which s t ands or f alls by 
such a rigid doctrine as apar theid , and which has for t went y 
year s managed i ncr easi ngl y to suppres s any r eal ly effective cri
t ici sm of the doc t r i ne and of i tself , mus t fear t wo t hings above 
all others: the awakening of i ts people ' s minds , and of t heir 
consciences . We can, therefore , well under s t and Mr Vors t er ' s 
atti t ude t o "politics " i n t he pulpit . 

Says David Jenki ns i n the "Cape Ti mes 11
: "Poli t i cal par sons 

are a nuisance . They always have been , and t heir names have gone 
down in his t ory." He i ns t ances Isai ah , Jer emiah , Amos and Eze
kiel, who in Old Testament t i mes f elt it thei r :ei ght "to gat e 
crash the palace and t ell the king what they t hought God ' s will 
uas" • 

Ds . I. J. Theron of Huguenot , writing to the "Cape Ti mes 11
, 

says : " I f e el t he Church has lost its venturesomeness . I t s .ag
gressi v eness aga inst social injustices has somewhat subsid ed . It 
has become timi d , compromising and cautious , and as a resul t weak 
The time has come f or the Chur ch t o do some brave thi nki ng and 
pl ai n t a l ki ng. It i s i mperative tha t the Chur ch should speak out 
agai nst t he i deology of apart heid whi ch now r ul es supreme i n thi s 
count ry •. • " 

Mr Vor s t er ' s attack s eems t o be a r esult of the publi cation 
by the The ologi cal Commi s sion of the South African Council of 



Churches of "A 
quote from the 
in the press . 

- 2 -

Message to t he People of South Africa" . We 
official summary which has appeared widely 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ , says the statement, "offers 
hope and security for the whole life of man, not just in man's 
spiritual and ecclesiastic relationships, but for human exis
t ence in its entire~;}:.• .. Consequently, we are call ed to witness 
to the meaning of the Gospe l in the particular cL·cumstances of 
time and place i n which we find ourselves. In s~uth Africa , at 
this time , we find ourselves in a situation whe~e a policy cf 
r acial separation is being deliberately effec ted wi t h incr ea
s ing rigidity. The doctrine of racial separation is being eeen 
by many not merely as a t emporary political policy but as a 
necessary and permanent expression of the will of God, and as 
the genuine form of Christian obedience for this country ··;:. It 
is presenting the separ ate development of our race - groups as 
the way for the people of South Africa. t o save themselves. And 
this claim is being made to us in the name of Christianity . We 
believe that thi s doctrine of separati on is a fal se faith, a 
novel gospel; it inevitably is in conflict with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ . • • therefore it is the Church ' s duty to enable 
our people to distingui sh between the demands of the South Af
rican St a t e and the demands of Christian discipl eship • . • The 
Christian Gospel requires us to assert the trut h proclaimed by 
the first Christians , who discovered that God was creating a 
nc" community in which differences of race, language, nation, 
culture , and tradition no longer had power to separate man 
f r om man . The most important features of a man are not the 
details of his racial group, but the nature which he has in 
common with all men and e lso the gifts and abilities which are 
given to him as a unique individual by t he grace of God ••• 

But , in South Africn, everyone is expected to believe 
that a man ' s racia l identity is the most important thing about 
him . . . Those whose racial classification is in doubt are tra
gically insecure and helpless . Without racial id enti_L"y , it 
seems, ve can do nothing . . . This belief in the supreme impor
tance of r acial identity amounts t o a denial of the central 
statement of the Christian Gospel . In practice , it severely 
r:;st.ricts the ability of Christian brothers to serve and kno\7 
each other •. • 

Where different groups of pe ople are host i l e to each 
otht=r, this is due to human sin, i.not to the plan of the Cre:1.
;or • .. A policy of separation is a demonstration of unbelief 
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in the power of the Gospel; any demonstration of the reality of 
reconciliation would endanger this policy. Therefore , the advo
cates of this policy inevitably find themselves opposed to the 
Church if it seeks to live according to the Gospel and to show 
that God' s grace has overcome our hostilities. A thorough policy 
of r acial separa tion must ultimat e ly require tha t the Church 
should cease to be the Church . .• 

"Apartheid is a view of life and of man which insists t hat 
we f i nd our identity in dissociation and distinction from e a ch 
o-:her ; it r e jects as undesirable the r econcili ation which God is 
giving u s by his Son ; it r e i nf crces distinctions nhich the Holy 
Spirit is c alling t he people of God to overcome ; it c al l s good 
evil • . . 

11 God judges us , not by our loyalty to a sectional group but 
by oru- willingness to be made new in the community of Christ. 
Chris t i s inevitably a threat to much that is called ' t he South 
African way of life ' ; many f eatures of our socia l orde:c will 
have t o pass away if the lordship of Christ i s to be t r uly ac
knowl edged and if the peace of Chris t is to be r evea l ed a s the 
destroyer of our fear •.• If the Church f a ils to witness to the 
true Gospel cf J e sus Christ it will find itself witnessing to a 
f al se gospel . If we seek to r econcil e Christianity with the so
called ' South African way of life' we shall find that we have 
a llo11ed an idol to t ake the place of Christ. Wher e the Church 
abando~s it s obedience to Jesus Christ, it cea s e s to be the 
Church ; it breaks the links betv1een itself and the Kingdom of 
God. The t ask of the Church is to enable people to see the po
wer of God a t work, changing hostility into love of the bre thren , 
and to express God ' s reconciliation here and now .. . 

11 And s o , we wi sh to put to every Chri stiru1 person in the 
c ountry t he question which we ourselves f a c e each day: 

t o whom, or to what, ar e you giving your first loyalty, 
your primary commitment? 

Is it to a subsection of mankind, an ethnic group, a human 
t raditi on, a political idea: 

or to Christ? 
"May God enable us to be f a ithful to the Gospel of J e sus 

Christ, and to be committed to Christ alone!" 
It is worthy of note tha t t he Theological Commission of the 

S.A. Council of Churches which drew up this challenging state-
ment represented the following denominations : Anglica11 . 
Presbyteri an, Roman Ca t holic, Methodist, Lutheran and Baptist; 
and a lso former and pr e s ent .members .of the lieC:erduitse (}er efor •• 
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meerde Kerk and the Nederduitse Hervormde Kerk of Africa. 

A call to action 
At its recent General Assembly in Port Eli zabeth the 

Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa decided to ask the 
Dutch Reformed Church (N . G. Kerk) to take part in a joi nt 
protest to the Government on migrant labour. In a report 
it was stated : "If this policy were meted out to White 
people in South Africa, there would be something close to 
civil war; but because it is meted out to the African who 
has no vote, nothing is done." 

The Assembly decided to ask the Minister of Bantu Ad
mini stration and Development to "freeze i mmediately" the 
remova l of Africans from White areas to areas where there 
is malnutrition and unemployment ; and to carry out no fur
ther removals till the Africans can be housed adequately and 
employed by border industries a lready operating. 

The Church also decided to take action on the three 
Acts passed this year removing existing political rights of 
Coloured people and preventing political co- operation across 
the colour line; t he fact that African children do not r e
ceive free school books on the same basis as Coloured and 
White children; and the proposed l egislation again homo
sexuals . It has also designated Sunday, October 27 as a 
day of reflection on the hardships of those suffering from 
racial discrimination, and for ministers to call their con
gregat1.ons to repentance "because Christians themselves have 
so seldom protested against injustice". 

Passports and protest 
Mr Raphael Kaplinsky, one of the leaders of the recent 

student sit-in at U.C.T. , has been deprived of the passport 
he intended to use for study overseas. Says the "Cape Times" : 
"The fact tha t the- sit-in v1as aimed at gross Government inter
ference in a university appointment gives the impression that 
it was taken just because he opposed the Government. This is, 
of course , no crime . Or is it, Mr Muller?(Minister of the 
Interior)" 

Receipts 
We apologise to any members who have not received receipts 

for recently paid subs . Our receipt book is with the Auditor 
in preparation for the Annual General Meeting. 
MOYA 


