
PETER MCKENZIE BROWN 

Peter Brown was born in 1924 in Durban. He was educated at Michaelhouse and the 
Universities of Cambridge and Cape Town. At the age of 17 he joined the South 
African Defense Force and fought in Egypt and Italy during the Second World War. 
During the 1950s he was employed by the Local Health Commission in 
Pietermaritzburg, where he helped to establish the YMCA in Edendale, and 
KwaHlenga Bantu (Edendale Cripple Care). 

He was a founding member of the non-racial Liberal Party of South Africa in 1953, 
along with Alan Paton and Selby Msimang After the massacre at Sharpeville, he was 
arrested together with other opponents of Apartheid. He was then banned from 1964 
to 1974. After his banning he again became actively involved in the fight against 
Apartheid. He was the Chairman of the Pietermaritzburg Dependants' Conference, 
an organisation concerned with the welfare of the families of political prisoners, and 
the Chairman of the editorial board of Reality: a journal of Liberal and Racial 
Opinion. Brown campaigned for non-violent resistance to racism in South Africa, 
through universal suffrage, co-operation with the Congress movement and the 
promotion of multi-racialism and liberalism. 

Since the 1950s, Peter Brown has supported the rural struggles of threatened small 
African landowners. Brown, a farmer himself, became involved in the Church 
Agricultural Project (CAP) in the Tugela Ferry area. In 1979 he was one of the 
founders of the Association for Rural Advancement (AFRA), and was its chairman 
for 11 years, encouraging and supporting resistance by land-holding communities 
to the threat of expropriation and removal. AFRA has also been involved in 
supporting the restoration of land rights to deprived communities such as 
Roosboom and Charlestown in KwaZulu-Natal. He was also instrumental, through 
the Five Freedoms Forum, in bringing together white farmers and freehold 
communities in Northern Natal to discuss their future. 

Peter Brown has played an important role in the establishment of the Alan Paton 
Centre on the Pietermaritzburg Campus of the University of KwaZulu-Natal since the 
Centre was started in 1989. He was awarded a Civic Certificate of Commendation 
by the Pietermaritzburg-Msunduzi TLC in 2000, for his commitment to the struggle 
against apartheid and his dedication to justice, particularly in the farming and rural 
sectors. He made a significant contribution to the new democratic social order in 
South Africa. 
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MATTERS RELATING TO THE AWARD OF A 
CIVIC CERT/FICA TE OF COMMENDATION 

Born in 1924, Peter Brown studied at Michaelhouse (where he was head boy) and fought in 
World War 2 from 1942-1946. He then studied agriculture at Cambridge University in England 
and Native Law and Administration at the University of Cape Town. For many years he has 
farmed in the Midlands of KwaZulu-Natal. 

In the 1950's when he was employed by the Local Health Commission in Pietermaritzburg he 
helped to establish the YMCA in Edendale and a welfare society KwaHlenga Bantu {Edendale 
Cripple Care), serving on their committee for many years. 

With Selby Msimang, as part of the Natal delegation, Peter Brown played an important role in 
the establishment of the Liberal Party in 1953. This was the only South African political 
organisation to have been publicly and jointly launched by people of all races. In its dedication 
to non-racialism it pioneered a vision for South Africa. As national chairman of the party from 
1958 Peter Brown advocated universal suffrage and co-operation with the Congress movement. 
In 1961 he was the Organising Secretary of the Natal Convention, a multi-racial conference held 
in Pietermaritzburg. 

After Sharpeville, along with other opponents of apartheid, he was arrested and detained. In 
1964 he was banned for five years and thereafter the banning orders were renewed for another 
five years. The Liberal Party was decimated by the banning of many of its leaders and under 
severe pressure from the regime disbanded. However, Peter Brown continued to promote the 
liberal vision through his support of the journal Reality. 

In the mid-1970s he was Chairperson of the Pietermaritzburg Dependants' Conference assisting 
families of political prisoners. He was also associated with the Church Agricultural Project (CAP) 
in the Tugela Ferry area. 

In 1979 AFRA was formed in response to the massive hardships imposed by the government's 
policy of "black spot" removals and evictions of farm labourers under apartheid. It was the first 
such organisation in South Africa. Before long AFRA became proactive in its concerns for rural 
development and land issues. AFRA is playing a significant role in promoting a just, equitable 
and effective land reform programme. As co-founder of AFRA, he worked voluntarily in its office 
and served as Chairperson for eleven years. Without his dedication and support, including 
financial, AFRA could not have developed as it has. 

He played a role in the establishment of the Alan Paton Centre at the University of Natal which 
is committed to the promotion of democracy and a culture of tolerance. More recently he has 
served on the Board of King's School, KwaZulu-Natal's first fully non-racial school. Working on 
the Board of this progressive school is another example of his selfless commitment to the 
creation of a better society. He is also on the Farm Advisory Committee of the Midlands 
Community College at Nottingham Road. 

Peter Brown, supported by his wife Pheobe, is a modest person who has shown courage and 
determination in the expression of his views. He is being honoured for his dedication to justice, 
the selfless work he has done over decades in a variety of different fields, and the quiet influence 
that he has exerted on a large number of people. 



PETER BROWN COLLECTION 

Peter McKenzie Brown was a founder member of the South African 
Liberal Party in 1953. This was the only South African political party to 
have been publicly and jointly launched by people of all races. It was 
forced to close down by the apartheid govenunent in 1968. Peter Brown 
was National Chainnan in 1960, which led to his detention without trial , 
and to his banning from 1964-1974. He was editor of the journal Liberal 
Opinion in the 1950s, and of Reality: ajournal of liberal and radical 
opinion after 1974. 

He has studied Agriculture and Native Law & Administration, and has 
fanned i11 the KZN Midlands for many years. He is involved in 
organisations concerned with the redistribution of land. From 197 4 he 
has been involved with the Church Agricultural Project (CAP) (later 
known as CAP Fann Trust), and since 1979 as a co-fOLmder of the 
Association for Rural Advancement (AFRA). He has also been involved 
in the Five Freedoms Forwn (FFF) and the Pietennaritzburg Dependents' 
Conference, which assisted the families of political prisoners. He is a 
member of the Liberal Democratic Association (LDA). He played a role 
in the establislunent of the Alan Paton Centre (APC), as an old friend and 
colleague of Alan Paton. He is on the board of Kings' School, 
Nottingham Road, and the Farm Advisory Committee of the Midlands 
Community College u1 Nottingham Road. 


