


Sir George Williams as a young man of 22 in 
the year 1844, felt the incentive to do some
thing for young men. In h.is words " I found 
no means of grace of any kind. M y heart was 
very warm and I asked myself: 'What can I 
do for these young men ?'" 

From this thought sprang into being the 
Young Men's Christian Association. The 
threefold idea of dc\'Clopment of spirit, mind 
and body found favour in many countries. 
Today we find the Y.M.C.A. in Eurorc, the 
Americas, Asia, the Paci-
fic area, Africa, the Mid-
dle East, a total of 84 
countries. 

During the 83 years 
that the Y.M.C.A. has 
been in this C ity, it has 
sought to serve youth, 
often providing a home 
and always striving to 
build Christian character. 
It provides recreational 
and sporting actidtics for 
the vouch of Pictcr
maritzburg. Today the 
Y.Nl.C.A. i~ a growing 
in0ucncc for good; but it 
needs room for expan
sion. Sir George \X'illiams 
established a great move
ment. Can ,,-c~cmulate his 
example and strengthen 
and maintain the work? 

Many prominent men 
in the City arc members 
of the Association, and large numbers of 
young people take part in the many activities. 

At Edendale, the Y.M.C.A. caters largely 
for the recreational needs of the on-Euro
pean people. 

To enable the Association ro build a new 
residence, Y Club facilities and a sports 
ground at No. I Durban Road, and to im
prove facilities at Edendale, the Board of 
M anagement is laum;hing an appeal for 
£33,500. This decision calls for faith and 
courage. I feel confident that all clear think
ing business men will consider their contri
bution to this cause a stepping stone to the 
future welfare of the City's youth. 

As ' n jong man van 22 jarige oudcrdom her 
Sir George Williams in 1844 die drang gcvocl 
om iets spesiaals \'ir jong mans tc docn. Hier 
volg sy eie woordc, "Ek kon gccn genade vind 
nic. My hart het warm geklop en ck het my
self afgevra, 'Wat kan ck vir hicrdie jongmans 
doen ?"' 

Uit hicrdie gedagte her die Christclike Vcr
cniging vir Jong Mans ontstaan. Die dric
sydige ontwikkeling van Gees, Vcrstand en 
Liggaam hct groot byval gevind in baic landc. 

Vandag trcf ons die 
C.V.J.M. aan in Europa, 
Amcrika, Asic, Die Stille 
Oseeangebied, Afrika, 
Die Middel Oostc-'n 
totaal van 84 landc. 

Gedurcndc S) 83 jarigc 
bcstaan in hierdic Stad 
het die Vercniging sig 
steeds beywer in die <liens 
van die Jeug. Dikwcls is 
'n tuistc vcrskaf en 
gedurig is gcstrcwc om 
die Christclikc karaktcr te 
bcvordcr. Ontspannings
en sportgeriewc ,·ir die 
Jcug word voorsien. Die 
hcilsamc invloctl van die 
C. V.J .M. neem steeds toe 
en uitbrciding is nou 
dringend noodsaaklik. Sir 
George \~' illiams hct die 
g-root bcweging begin, 
dog hoc kan ons sy voor-
becld volg en sotlocndc 

die wcrksaamhedc bevorder? 
'n Aantal rnoraanstaandc bcsighcidsmannc 

is lcdc rnn die Vercniging en hondcrdc jong
mcnse dccl in die groot verskcidcnheid \'an 
hcdrywighcdc. Te Edendale bcdien die Ver
eniging hoofsaaklik die Nie-Blanke bernlking. 
En ten cinde nuwc huis,·csting tesamc mer 
'Y' Klub gcricwc by Durban \'Veg I te bou, 
loods die Raad van Bchccr 'n bcrocp om 
£33,500. 1 licrc.lie moedigc stap eis stcrk 
gcloof. Ek is cgtcr oorruig dat allc dcnkcnde 
hcsighcidsmanne hullc bydrac sal bcskou as 
' n stap tot die toekomstigc wclsyn van ons 
~u~ 4 

D. G. SHEPSTONE 
Prcside111, Appeal Organisa1io11 



Ons Stad waardeer die dienste van die 
C.V.J .M. ten secrs tc en dis my 'n voorrcg om 
in ' t kort 'n boodskap cc bring aan dicgcne 
war gcnadcr sal word om by re dra tot die 
docl van £33,500 wat nodig is vir ontwikkel
ing en uicbreiding van die 
Vereniging se bedrywig
hedc war dric en tagtig 
jaar geledc hjcr begin is. 

Bcncwcns die gedurigc 
nadruk op die Chriscelike 
leefwyse vcrskaf rue Ver
cniging ook verblyfplck 
aan jong mans. Nie allecn 
word gedurig gcpoog om 
·n huislike atmosfeer tc 
bchou nic, dog voorsien
ing word ook gcmaak vir 
sport en intellekruelc be
drywighede. Hicrdie ge
noemde voorsiening is 
b<:paald gcrusstellcnd vir 
ouers wie sc scuns hullc 
in Pietermaritzburg be
vincl gedurcnde die vroei\ 
belangrikc jare van hulle lewens. 

Die C. V .J .M . is lank reeds 'n intcgralc decl 
van ons stadsgemeenskap en waar 'n nuwe 
Sentrum vir die Jeug nou geskcp sal word op 
uiters geskiktc terrein sal die nut van die 
lnrigting groter wees en dit sat terselfderryd 
die bronne van ons Scad vcrryk. 

Ek wens ' n beroep te doen op al diegene 
wat genader sal word om hierdie onder
neming tot die uiterste van hullc vermoc te 
steun, daar die poging anders rue kan slaag rue. 

Our City values highly the work being done 
by the Y.M.C.A. and I count it a priveligc to 
send a short message to those who will recci,·e 
formal invitations co contribute towards the 
£33,500 appeal being launched by the 

his life. 

Y.M.C.A. to develop its 
work in Piercrmarirzburg 
-work which has been 
going on steadily for 
some eighty three years. 

Apart from its con
stant emphasis upon the 
Christian way of life, it 
provides a home for 
young men . rot only is 
the home life of first con
cern, bur sporting and 
intellectual pursuirs are 
available for chem also 
and this must be re
assuring w many a 
parent, whose son finds 
his way to Pietermaritz
burg in the early, impor
tant, formative years of 

The Y.M.C.A. has long been an inregra.l 
part of our City, and in setting up irs new 
Youth Centre in an area admirably suited for 
such a purpose, it will add greatly to irs use
fulness, and it will also enrich the City's 
resources. 

I appeal to all who may be approached to 

support trus venture, as without their sup
port, the scheme cannot go through. 

MAYOR 
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Our Needs . .. 
Dr. Rivers Moore 

for 83 years the Y.M.C.A. has been HOME, CLUB and 
SOCIAL CENTRE 10 many thousands of young men in the 
City. 

I ts fortunes have fluctuated to a degree but after all the ups 
and downs the Y.M.C.A. is today scronger and healthier than 
it has possibly ever been, and the demand for its services is 
greater than e,·er before. 

The time h a s now arrived when the Y.M.C.A. must 
widen jt s scop e and increase i ts capacity if it is to play 
the vital role that social circumstances and the welfare 
of the youth d emand. 

No appeal for Capirnl Funds has been made in the last 
thinr years, but in Lhc light of Needs and Development the 
Board of Management has decided to make lhjs Appeal to help 
meet the cost of rebuilding and expansion. OnJy in this way can 
the Y.M.C.A. prO\•ide further and improved facilities for young 
men 10 develop soundly in body, mind and spirit, and it has 
accordingly been decided to launch an Appeal for .C33.500 for 
the following de,·elopments on Lhe new site at I Durban Road. 

I. Establish a Youth Centre that will cater for Lhe biggest possible range of youth interests. 
2. Build tennis couns and a playing field. 
3. Establish a hostel for 70 Residents under the age of 25 years. 
4. Provide a chapel as place of worship for the residents. 
5. Establish a gymnasium, theatre and other indoor facilities for culruml and physical de,·elopment. 

Edendale Y.M.C.A . 
Peter Brown 

The Edendale Y.M.C.A. has been in existence for seven years. During that time it has catered for an ever in
creasing number of people of all ages. It has provided them with a venue for religious services, recreational faci
lities and a place to hold their social functions. Over rhe years the premises have become less and less adequate. 
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and today potential members are being turned away for this 
reason. 

The banle here has been hard. but also rewarding in that, 
amongst those whom we have interested in Y.M.C.A. work, 
we to-day have a number of real stalwarts, men and women who 
serve this cause with zeal and determination. 

As in all cases of this nature, growth brings Lhc need to 
expand and then comes the inevitable question of money. The 
Local Health Commission has lent a helping hand and with 
their co-operation, plans arc now in hand to renovate, extend 
and improve facilities both in regard to buildings and equip
ment. We must, however, raise an amount of at lease .Cl,500 
towards this purpose over and above £3,000 gh·cn to Edendale 
Y.M.C.A. by the National Council of Y.M.C.A. We are en
deavouring to raise some money at Edendale, but those ac
quainted with local circumstances will know that the povert)' 
of the majority of inhabirants, makes this a very difficult task. 

So for the purpose of this extension of our acrivitics and 
influence, we must rely on the understanding and sympathy of 
people beyond Edendale to enable us to continue to render a 
most vital community service. 



Why have a Y.M.C.A.? 
V. C. HARRISON (Gold M edalist) 

There appear to be a few people to whom 

the leners "Y.M.C.A." are not familiar, and 

yet among the general public so Little seems 

to be known about the Association. 

It is a world wide fellowship of young 

people designed to develop Christian per

sonality and to build a Christian Society. 

Each branch of the Association, while it 

may be affiliated to the world organisation, is 

autonomous, so that each branch is able to 

call upon world wide experience in dealing 

with youths, and apply it to its own peculiar 

requirements. 

The Y.M.C.A. has stood the test of time 

and rapidly changing social conditions for 

over one hundred years. To-day it is making 

a bold and determined effort to interpret the 

Christian way of living in modern times in 

such a way as to appeal to young people. 

Every effort is made by the Association to 

co-ordinate harmoniously the three main 

avenues of expression of human nature, 

namely, body, mind and spirit. These three 

words form the motto of the Y.M.C.A. 

Modern development and trends require a 

new approach which, in turn, necessitates re

building programmes. The Pietermaritzburg 

Association needs more and better accom

modation and facilities to enable it adequately 

to make its contribution to the building of a 

strong Christian community, healthy in body 

and mind. In addition to rooms and equip

ment and playing fields for physical culture of 

a wide variety, there are needed modern 

bright living rooms, a library, study and dis

cussion rooms, halls and, most especially, a 

private chapel. 
The Y.M.C.A. is alive to the modern 

demand for development of young men in 

association with young women, and it has, 

therefore, established the "Y" Club, which is 

intended and designed to embrace all those 

activities of a social, physical, mental and 

spiri tual nature,in which both sexes can play an 

equal part and make a substantial contribution. 
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Y .M. C.A. through 
the Y ears 

C. A. B. PECK (Gold Mcdoli51) 

Eighty-three years ago a body of men in 
Pietcrmaritzburg met together to form a 
branch of the now world wide Young Men's 
Christian Association. Except those of W. E. 
Bale and his son Sir Henry Bale, who were 
still alive in 1900, other names are not on 
record for the reason that the first Minute 
Book of the Association is missing. The 
earliest records available date from 1879. 
Glancing through these records, we find the 
names of men who in one way or another, 
helped in the development of the old Colony 
of Natal and this Association; to give a few 
we may mention Henry Bale (later Sir Henry, 
and Chief Justice), his father, W. E. Bale, 
H. G. Boshoff, (later Judge President of the 

ativc High Court), \X'. E. lrcland, Alfred 
Lister, \1\'. i\L Lister, F. S. Tatham, H. V. 
Marsh, Henry Griffin, The Revs. John Smith 
D.D., J. Gould Smith, Rowe, David Russell, 
Canon Bowditch and Fernie. A. W. Mason 
(also a Judge of the Supreme Court), Thos. 
Watt (later Sir Thos. and a Minister of the 
Natal Government and subsequently of the 
Union Go\'ernment) together with such 
names as Polkinghorne, Dunton (five of them) 
Lundie, Jardine, Pearse, Deane, C. T. Varley 
(Senr.), John, Jeremiah and Sam Hardy. 

The Association for some years rented 
accommodation from the Prince Alfred 
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Masonic Lodge or used the Vestry of Sr. 
John's Presbyterian and the Congregational 

Churches. 

Before the days of the Cinema, there was 
not much co attract men and weekly meetings 
were the regular thing, with now and then, a 
big meeting, when perhaps two or three hun
dred were present; as, for example, when the 
Governor, Sir Charles Mitchell, ga,·e a talk on 
"Globe Trotting", which occupied a full two 
hours. Another occasion, there were three 
speakers, but the evening was "relic,·ed by 
musical items". 

A pound was evidently worth a good twenty 
shillings, for a Secretary was advertised for at 
£ IO per month plus £2 for assistance in look
ing after the Hall. 

EARLY ACTIVIT IES 

A Boy's Institute was started, languished 
and revived more than once. 

Prayer and Bible Meetings were held, with 
regularity and a "roll call" taken at all such 
meetings. 



Debates took place at almost every meeting, 
the subjects being of a wide field, e.g. "Home 
Rule for Ireland", "the Migration of the 
Boers from the Cape", by the author of 
Annals of Natal, "the Federation of the South 
African States and Colonies" (the latter by 
Mr. J. H. Hershensohn, whose son was 
actuaUy a member of the 1908 National Con
vention Staff.) 

The Board of Management could not per
mit a concert in aid of necessary funds to be 
conducted in the Theatre Royal (later the 
Excelsior). 

Special services were held for soldiers
Pietermaritzburg was then a Garrison Town, 
with a large number of British troops. Mr. 
T . 0. Bassenden, the first Secretary of the 
Association, fell at Hlobane in the Zulu War. 

In 1878 plans were afoot for a building on 
the site now occupied by the Local Health 
Commission and a bazaar held for the pur
pose raised £980 less £ 130 expenses. The 
new hall, however, did not materialise until 
1881, the foundation stone having been laid 
on the 17th December, 1879 by Mrs. J. 
Smith. The tender for the building was 
£ 1,550. 

The speakers at the opening were His 
Excellency, Col. (Sir) Charles Mitchell, the 
Rev. Rowe and Mr. (Sir) J . W. Akerman, (a 
later President of the Legislative Council), 
Mr. (Sir) John Robinson, (later first Prime 
Minister of Natal). 

In these early days when the City Branch 
was apparently flourishing, Durban had lost 
interest, but later with visits from P ieter
maritzburg, interest was again revived. Pieter
maritzburg did its best to stimulate interest 
in branches at both Kokstad and Harrismith 
and in 1895 Delegates from Pietermaritzburg 
attended the first South African Conference 
of Y.M.C.A.'s held in Johannesburg. 

The gym was first opened in 1894. 

In 1896 the place was "too strait" for us 
and it was decided to enlarge the building by 
bringing it forward to the street frontage and 
putting a second storey on both extension and 
old portion, to provide boarding accommoda
tion. The tender of Mr. W. Chapman for 
£4,000 was accepted and money required 
over and above cash in hand was borrowed. 
On 22nd June, 1879, Diamond Jubilee Day, 
Mrs. John Smith, who laid the first stone, re
laid it at the left hand corner and Mr. W. E. 
Bale, Honorary President, laid the new stone 
on the right hand corner, the new premises 
being opened by the Governor on 2nd 
March, 1898. 

Towards the end of rhe Century, the Asso
ciation had its own choir and paid a conduc
tor as well as an organist. 

1898 Boxing class and instruction was 
ruled out in the gym. 

1898 Dramatic recitals forbidden . 

190 I Discussion about extension of the 
premises. 

1902 Sunday photography discounte-
nanced. 

1902 Oct. Bale & Mortimer offered £ I 0,000 
for the building, but the sum 
was considered inadequate. 

Purchasing of new sire at £8,500 
was effected. 

New Buildings.-No render in excess of 
£ I 7,000 was to be accepted. Plans of new 
buildings submitted 13th January, 1903. 
Lowest tender £22,000, eventually reduced to 
£19,500. 

Loan of£ 15,000 proposed. 

The Foundation Stone was to be laid by 
W. E. Bale. 

This Y.M.C.A. has functioned contin
uously ever since it was opened. It has enter
tained soldiers in the Anglo-Boer War, and 
both World Wars, but its peace time func
tions increased with the years, and it is ro-day 
stronger than it has ever been. 
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BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 
Left 10 R(11h1-Kortc, H.; Donaldson, D. R.; Freese, A.; Schouten, T.; de Carle, ,\laior G. R. \'ic~ Pr,:sidcm) ; 
RiveN-Moore. Dr. J. F. (President ; Sykei., E. \X'. General Secretary : Schutz, C. J.; Knuppc. B. R. IL: For,yth. 
Councillor C. M.; Johnston, C. \X'. 

EDENDALE PROGRAMME COMMJrrEE 
l.cfi to R1:1tl11-Pucini. W.: Ntanzi. N. (Chairman) ; i\lnguni. Miss E. Vicc-Sccrc13~ : Zondi. P. 8. (Secretary/ 
Social \X'<>rkcr : Zikalala, A.: Hadcbc, ,\\.; Msimang, E.; Dlamim, D. 
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SOME OF THE MEMBERS OF TUE APPEAL ORGANISATION 

BACK Row-Left to Riglu-1..oma.x, A.; Bonsall, E.; Maxwell, G.; Coldbeck, C. R.; Kone, 11.; Sykes, \X'.; 
Donaldson, D.R.; Johnscon, C.; Macaravcy, A.; .i\,\ iddleton, G.; Schutz, C. 

Mmo1.E Row-Left to Rig/11-Porrtit, D.; Gough, B.; de Carle, G. R.; Knuppc, 13.; Knox, B.; Cornell, R.: 
Freese, A.; Brokcnsha, A. 

FRO:-.'T Row-Lrft to Rig/rt-Crickmay, A.; Croudace, D. D.; Li seer, J. L.; Forsyth, C . .i\ I.; Ri,·crs-Moore, Dr. F. 
Schouten, T.; Harrison, V. C.; Nathan, C.; Dunlop, K.; Sates, E. \X'. 

OTHER MEMBERS OF THE APPEAL ORGANISATION 

Patrons-The Hon. Mr. A. E. Trollip, Administrator of Natal. 
The Hon. Mr. Juscice F. M. Broome, judge Prcsidcm. 

Prcsidcm-Appcal Organisation: The Hon. D. G. Shepstone 

C/rair111a11-T. Schouten 

Mcmbcrs-Adcndortf, Dr. S. J.; Anderson, E. G.; Bad.house, L.; Bateman, E. V.; Bell, R. A.; Brokensha, C.; 
Bro\\n, P.; Burnett, H.; Butland, M.; Carr, Dr. H.; Carr, E. C.; Craib, D.; Conradie, Dr. M. T. S.; Coubrough, 
C.; Crouch, 0. A.; Deppe, H.; Day, P.; de Villiers, D. S.; Dove, A. C. 11. ; Downes, Councillor C. 8.; Finlay, 
\'i.l. R. P.; Froncis, Col. P.; Greenham, N. P.; Hofmeyer, S.; Jehu, Prof. R. M.; Kalley, Dr. H. A.; Macdonald 
Bros.; Morris, A. E.; de Waal, S.; Odell, H .; O'Leary, M. G.; Peck, C. A. B.; Reid, J. ; Rodseth, P. 11. ; Shuter, 
L. G.; Shepstone, The Hon. D. G.; Tatham, Col. A. T.; Thompson, B.; von Klempcrcr, H.; Walker, Re\". A.; 
Warmback, D. R.; White, R. J. 
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JTALY-New seven storey Y.M.C.A. on the Piazza lndependenza Rome, already ha~ 
over a thousand members and many o,·erseas ,•isirors. 

U.S.A.-Oklahoma City Y.M.C.A .. one ofth.: most modern Y.,\.I.C.A.'s in the United 
States. 

Y.M.C.A. 1 
a world allianc 

brings hope to 1 

SOUTH AFRICA 

". . . you are helpi, 

brotherhood and w bi, 



WORLD OVER 

1 one common cause 

1] eighty four countries 

' 

JOHANNESBURG 

strengthen the forces of 

he groundwork of peace." 

ESIDE T EISENHOWER 

............ ........... 
•••••• 

I 

CANADA-Project for new joint Y.M.-Y.W.C.A. building, Kingst0n. Ontario. 

GERMANY-Delegates 10 the 1957 \X'w ld Council Meeting from many pans of the 
world stayed in this Kassel Y.M.C.A. 



-- ,.....,;;;.;::::==========================~--=~~...:::.-=...:::....:::.-=-=--=--=--=____:]----
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A Challenge .. . 
T. SCHOUTEN (Chairman) 

The Y.M.C.A. is serving Youth throughout the 
World. Many of you arc well acquainted with the 

outstanding work which this Organisation did during 
the war years. 

Our strong Appeal Board is representative of all 
sections of our community. They ha,·e combined in an 
all out effort to establish, not only a new Y.M.C.A. 
building, but above all a Youth Centre in Pieter
maritzburg. I feel confident that you too will find this 
a challenge, and that you will give this project your 
wholehearted support. 

What then shall I give towards this Y.M.C.A. appeal 

over the next three years? 

This question will be asked by all prospective donors and for their guidance, the table below 
shows what can be achieved through a standard of giving which is certainly not beyond the means 

of the citi7.cns and businessmen of our City. 

Amount 
Per over No. of 

annum 3 years Gifts Total 

£ s. d. £ £ 
500 0 0 1,500 1,500 

333 6 8 1,000 2 2,000 

166 13 4 500 8 4,000 

100 0 0 300 15 4,500 

50 0 0 150 25 3,750 

30 0 0 90 40 3,600 

25 0 0 75 60 4,500 

15 0 0 45 80 3,600 

10 0 0 30 120 3,600 

5 0 0 IS 160 2,400 

511 £33,450 
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Our Campaign Plan . . . 
PART I of this Campaign is over, namely, the establishment of an Appeal Organisation pre

pared and equipped to call on prospective donors. Not only are they prepared to visit, bUL they 

have actually concributed a substamia1 portion of our goal. 

PART 2 comm ences now, namely, visiting firms and individuals during the next s ix weeks, to 

have personal discussions and thus obtain your greatest possible support. We will concen

trate our efforts to obtain at least five hundred gifts within this period. 

Y.,.our Gift and How to Make It ... 
We print below a facsimile of the Card that our Members will bring to you. These Cards 

are not legal instruments. You are simply asked to indicate the extent of support you and/or your 

Company wish to give to the Y.M.C.A. over the next 3 years in support of the programme of 

development set our under " OUR NEEDS". 

NAME ................................................................................ .. No . ......................................... . 

ADDRESS ......................................................................... .. S.P . .................. ..................... .. 

PIETERMARITZBURG BUILDING APP EAL 
Y.M.C.A./C. V.J.M. 

1958-1960 

Realising what an indispensable force the Y.M.C.A. is in our modern 
Society we wish to give in support of its programme an amount of 

I 
! per year for 3 years ending 

1 30/9/60 making a T otal of 
--------' 
£ 

To be paid annually about... ................................................. . 

Or as follows ..................................................................................... .. 

Signature ............................................. ................................... . Date .................................... . 

No . ............................................ . 

S.P . ............................................ . 

Date Selected 

Taken by 
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The Purpose . . . 
Firstly co raise an amount of at least £33,500 payable over the 

three years ending 30/9/60. 
Secondly to demonstrate the power of financial leadership 

organised for the specific purpose of attaining non-profit Com
munity objecti\'es. 

Type and Scope of the Appeal 
The Appeal Organisation consists of Leaders and Members who 

are themselves donors to this Appeal. 
The scope of the Appeal is not limited purely to residents or 

businessmen within the Borough of Pietermaritzburg, as there arc 
many interested persons, Associations and Companies outside the 
Borough who would wish to contribute. The Appeal will, however, 
principally be brought before individuals and businesse resident in 
Pietermaritzburg. 

Gifts and promises will be sought as far as possible only through 
personal visits by Members of the Appeal Organisation. 

Prospective donors will consist of Companies, Individuals, Pro
fessional men and such Public bodies as can reasonably be 
approached. 

The force of example is recognised and for this purpose donors 
may be asked to allow mention to be made of their gifts, but the 
decision rests entirely with the donor. 

The Organisation consists of Divisions whose members have 
qualified through making a donation. 

The Appeal is now launched. Please receive our 1\.lembers kindly. 
They arc serving a great cause. They arc not begging or asking for 
personal gain. They are seeking to strengthen this great movement 
and thus to serve the Youth or our City. 

P. RODSETH (Divisio11a/ Leader) 

PJffl! ttudv.-

H. ODELL (Divisional Leader) 



.... 
I 

E. W. (Bill) Sykes joined the Y.M.C.A.-U.D.F.I. 
War Service in 1942, worked in "huts" in several 
military camps. He was posted to Baragwanath Mili
tary Hospital as hut Leader, where he served for a 
number of years. At the cessation of hostilities, Mr. 
Sykes continued Y.M.C.A. hospital work among mili
tary personnel at the Johannesburg Hospital. 

In August 1952, Mr. Sykes became General Secre
tary of Pietermaritzburg. On the first Sunday he was 
in Pietermaritzburg, while walking past o. I Durban 
Road., he turned to his family and said, " This would 
be an ideal spot for a new Y.M.C.A". Although this 
was said lightheartedly, Squire Bill, as he is affec
tionately known to young folk throughout the coun
try, is now actually within sight of his dream. 

L eaders in the Making ... 

Left 10 Righi-van Bclkum, P.; Lambert, R.; Korte, H . (Chairman); Hall. M. (Hon. Secretary) : Mackenzie, A; 
Syk':!s, E. WI. (General Secretary). 
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ACTIVITIES 

.. 

.. 
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ACTIVITIES 

.. 



Pietermaritzburg 

Basket Ball 

Body Buildjng 

Chess 

Discussion Group 

Dramatics 

Judo 

Musical Society 

Photography 

Residents 

Social 

Table T ennis Senior 

T able Tennis Junior 

Wrestling 

Edendale 

Basket Ball (Girls : Schools) 

Bible Classes 

Body Building 

Boxing 

Children's Day Activities 

Church Services 

Choirs 

Concerts 

Dances 

-

Films 

Football (Boys : Schools) 

H ome Crafts (Boys and Girls) 

Indoor Games 

L ibrary 

Radio and Records 

School Sports 

Socials 

Table T ennis 
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